INTERNATIONAL INCIDENT 


RB-50 Loss 
29 July 1953 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HQ AFMPC/DPMC 
RANDOLPH AFB TX 78150 


< 5 ^ 3 * 


SAFLLI/CAFT KEHOE/57 3 Gl/lJetty/Nov 19 


Do ax* Ki*. Forsythe i i'OV : 

^Uii; responds to your inquiry in behalf of Mr* Raymond 
G* Coulee concerning the status of hia brother, Airman First 
Class Roland I-. Goulet, who was declared missing in action 
curing the Korean War. 

Tha Department of Defense (DOD) is aware of Reverend 
Lind strom end the articles released by him concerning members 
who were unaccounted for during tho Korean T*ar. While we do 
not believe his integrity is in question, we have, however, 
continued to make clear the official United States Government 
position regarding our missing servicemen, ho information 
or ^^eiligenco reports from any source have been received to 
indicate that any of these men are alive and held captive in 
any foreign country. Regrettably, however, Reverend Linds trom, 
with his public statements, continues to generate false hopes 
and increase the anxiety of those families concerned. 

During August 1953, the Department of State issued a 
series of protests to the Soviet Government concorning the 
shooting down of tho RB-50 aircraft on v/aich Airman Goulet 
was a Crew member, and requested that it undertake an inves- 
tigation regarding any surviving members. The response to 
these representations v/as a denial that the Soviet Government 
rescued any survivors or had any knowledge of their whereabouts* 
The United States Government, in a aubsecuont note delivered 
on October 9, 1954, presented a formal diplomatic claim 
against the Soviet Government concerning the shooting down of 
this aircraft. In reply, the Soviet Government, on December 
31, 1954, again stated that no information was available con- 
cerning tho fate of this crew or tho aircraft. 



As a result of continued reports from, persons freed from 
Soviet imprisonment, our government again {on July 16, 1956) 
specifically requested information from the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics concerning the possibility g£ their hold- 
ing members of air crews or any other Americans. Tha Soviet 
Government replied cn August 13, 1956, stating that a careful 
investigation revealed no American from the Air Force or Naval 
Air Force was on Soviet territory. 


Tho feelings and concern of Mr. Goulet for hia brother 
are under s tandablo, particularly, since no remains were re- 
covered* however, the family was k«pt fully inforraed of 
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19 April 1974 


The Honorable John L. HcLucas 
Secretary of the Air Force 
Washington , D. C. 20330 

Re: HILL, Donald George, S/Sgt USAF (Deceased) 

.v •*: 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

Recently Mrs. Harrie Hill, mother of the above serviceman, 
requested that 1 assist her in trying to determine if the Air 
Force has obtained any additional information regarding her son 
who was lost (when his plane was shot down over the Sea of Japan 
on 29 July 1953) and subsequently declared dead in accordance 
with existing statutes. 

Her request was precipitated by a letter from a Mrs. Betty Woods 
whose son was also a crewmember on the aircraft, and the enclosed 
newspaper clipping sent by Mrs. Woods, which apparently appeared in 
a number of newspapers in the southeastern part of the United States 
sometime in February of this year. 

Undoubtedly your Department is aware of Rev. Lindstrom's work 
and statements and I know his allegations have been made previously, 
I am also aware that the Air Force and the State Department have 
conducted exhaustive investigations of this incident, and the 
sensitive nature of the subject; however, I know too, your concern 
in assisting people like Mrs. Hill and Mrs. Woods in their efforts » 
to find a conclusive answer to their dilemna over the status of 
their sons. 

Please convey to me any information or observations you have 
which can be released at this time and I will discuss this with 
Mrs. Hill, who is now nearly 80 years of age (Don was raised by 
Mr. and Mrs. Hill and later adopted by them.) 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter, 'i remain 
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Pastor Says USSR Holds Servicemen 


PARIS (AP) — An American 
P-iitor so id Saturday hi* has 
d.xmments purporting to shuw 
i ha i a number of L'.S. scr- 
' iremen are being held in slave 
UU.r camps in easicrn Russia. 

The Rev. Paul Lindstrom. 
executive director of the 
Illinois based Christian 
tXRr.se League, said the ser- 
vmmen were crewmen of a 
t' S. bomber shot down by i’ 
Rowan ;ets in July JS33 over ; 
the Sea cl Japan. ; 

The information on the J 
Americans came from ‘'an in- f 
dividual within a Communist , 
embassy in Algiers "w ho had 
iccctt Ui "files and correspon- • 
deuce concerning prisoner j 
tr.aturs," Lindstrom said. 

- The pastor did not specify 
»:;at documents he himself had 
or disclose identities. of the 
Americans. 

The Pentagon confirms the 
plane was shot down and said ; 
ere person was rescued and the ' 
ether 16 crew members were 
presumed dead. 

Unditrcm. in a telephone in- ' 
terv.ew, said: “We know some 1 
cf them arc still alive and 
working In a coal mining ■ 
opera cox” The exact number I 
ird thj identities of the sur- I 
vr.urs were not known, be said. 

* Tte servicemen were being ; 
f.eld in a cluster of five camps 1 
n?ar the Sea of Japan where 
Hungarians, East Germans p - 
ar.d Russian Jews also are \- 
Lm; riser. ed. he said. Lindstrom n 
named the camps as Bogoshi, | 
Komsomolsk. Can* J 
.. daiixnd Waugar. ■■ j 

IU* Americans, aa Ur as be ; 


knew, had never been put on 
trial, Lindstrom said. 

"'IhiTe are other Americans 
at ;i concentratiun <ump ... 
bctvuen l-:i*«:tn ami Dchin on 
the Kolyma river." Liudutrom 
said. "They apparently have, 
kvn senienccd and Ihen Slate 
Department knows about 


Uirm." 

The Christian Defense 
la-ague has been involved in 
tracking down prisoners since 
links and has spent “considers- 
ble sums of money*’ obtaining 
informatcon on U.U. prisoners 
in Russia and Southeast Asia, 
Lindstrom said. 


He returned to Pjris fgom 
Algiers on Friday and is to, go, 
to the United States Sunday; Met 
said his organization uiU^kv* 
•Illinois congressmen lojocgui a l . 
campaign of pressure lo-gct the i r 
Nixon administralion^to do' • 
something about getting Uie 
prisoners released. 


2 Act of 7 March 1942, PL 490, 77th 
Legation cf the Secretary of the Air 
ida subject person to be dead. He was | 


Ho me address at time of enlistment; 

Date and place of birth: 

13 March 1924, Great Falls, Montana. Last duty organ- 
isation: 6920th Security Group, APO 994, San Francisco, 
California. Attached to 91st Strategic Reconnaissance 
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Mr. Harrie E. Hill 
Room 1, Funk Bldg 
Olympia, Wash. 
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C/6/SAFLLX/m WILSON/57201/25 ® AI ™ (DECEASED} 


APR 1 1374 


Dear >ir. Burke: 


s* ia *» ■— « •' 

Woods f (Deceased) „ ° status of Airman James H. 


Woods aiuce^our^lettar f^ thcl ^ n£orrati on concerning Airman 
stated, he was re^r^A V 0 ? ° f A?ril 4 ' 1973 ‘ As previously 
ceased over “' ,d subsequently declared de- 

auy more information C??J T lfc 13 extrem<il V doubtful that 
wa are unable to dotcniL ^ r T 1VCd pertaining to hia. While 
publicly stating his views or on^h*^ ' L * ndatr ° ra ‘ 3 reasons for 

as art 

hopes or to increase the anxiety SlEZ 

Your concern for our Air Force families is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 


COn ati corresp 
Attachment 

honorable J . HeA>ert Burke 
house of Repr os ontativos 


^ E. ARCHIE NeSMITH, JR., Colonel, USAF 
Congressional Inquiry Division 
Office of Legislative Liaison 


CMBK BR I 
AP/DPMSC 
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SAF/LL: Hr Wilson A2C James E. Woods AF/DPMSGA/Maj Ballard/bp/28 Feb 1974 

Deceased X3805 




1, Reference is made to correspondence dated 8 February 1974 addressed to 


Congressman Burke from his constituent, Mrs Colleen Winker, sister o f Ai 
Woods. Your suspense: 7 March 1974. 


2. Proposed reply: 


a. There has been no further information concerning Airman Wop^fein'c^^i 


Colonel he Smith wrote to you on 4 April 1973. As previously stated, sinc^- 
Airman Woods v/as reported missing and subsequently declared deceased over 20 ' J . ^ 


years ago, it is extremely doubtful that any more information will be 


received pertaining to him. 

b. While we are unable to determine Reverend Lindstrom’s reasons for- 
publicly stating his views, or on what information his remarks may be base^,/*| 
we consider his claim to be unfounded. Regrettably, his declaration has 


had a tendency to generate false hopes or to increase the anxiety of those^j|j 


families concerned. 

c. Your concern for our Air Force families is appreciated. 

3. FOR SAF/LL I'd FORMATION ONLY: Airman Woods was the left gunner aboard £ 


an RB-50 aircraft on a routine navigational training mission over the Sea 



of Japan when he was reported missing on 29 July 1933. The aircraft, wit-h^^^ 

- - - ■ *- 

a crew of 17, was shot down by a Russian MIG- 15 approximately 40 miles 


of the Siberian coast. Search efforts recovered one survivor and .the*, • 
remains of two other crew members. The survivor stated that one member 


not leave the RB-50 and died in the crash. The Soviets denied any/ know led 
of the fate of any crew member. On 15 November 1955, the mi s s in g s tatuS;/p|j| 


Airman Woods and the other missing crew numbers was terminated by a - 




Airman Janies E. Woods cont 1 




finding of death. $*-• 

3. To the extent required, this paper has been coordinated with > - - v ' 

- ■ 

interested DCS/Personnel Staff agencies. Wo further coordinations is^ 

. ‘ : •• • 

required. ' ^ 


MiM 


/ A. W. G HATCH, Colonel , USAF 
Casualty Services 
Asst DCS/Personnel for Mil Pers 
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May 20, 1961 


''ear President S-'ennedy, 

I am writing this letter regarding the fate of a 
h-50 bomber crew that was shot down off the coast of 
■ ussia July 29,- 1953. 

arly in February I contacted Mr. Salinger and do 
ippreciate his efforts in checking with the 1 ir Force 
on this matter. I do not expect them t. o change their 
minds on the fact they list my husband Capt. Stanley O'Kelley 
*.s dead. J3ut I, as the rest of the crew members wives, have 
felt that during these past seven years nothing was done 
to determine the fate of the crew. e feel that every 
effort should be made for whomever survived. 

No doubt ' r. Malinger showed you the enclosed copy 
from the nited Nations but in case he didn't I will send 
it on — it is our best way of telling our story. I do not 
wish to burden you unnecessarily but when I ask Mr. Salinger 
to check it was for the whole crew, not just my husband. 

Any effort you can make on their behalf would mean 
so very much to us all . feel that much about this 

entire incident was not cleared up to anyone satisfaction. 

incerely yours , 



I N IT ED ' * -fiOmS 


Diatr. 

GENERAL 


ECURITY 

JOUNCiL 



S/3304 

12 October 1954 
ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 


LETTER DATED 11 OCTOBER 1954 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

***,■■ 

I have the honor to refer to the Security Council progeedingo ,of 
10 September 1954 in which the Council considered. . the .United States complaint 
of an unprovoked, attack by Soviet military aircraft against a United States 
Navy airplane over high •scas i -on-'4 September 1954. I wish to refer also to - .... 

Document 3/3295 which relates to another attack of this type and which was 
circulated to Council members at my request. 

In my statement before the Council on September 10 I affirmed the 
determination of the United States Government to seek a negotiated settlement 
of claims arising out of incidents of this type andj In abocnce of such settlements 
to submit them xo impartial adjudication by the International Court of Justice. 

The United States Government, in a note delivered to the Soviet Government 
on 9 October 1954, has now presented a formal diplomatic claim against the 
Soviet Government on. account of the destruction by Soviet aircraft of a United 
States Air Force B-50 aircraft In the international air space over the Sea of 
has invited the Soviet Government, if it denies 
liability, to join in submitting this matter to the International Court of 
Justice. In this note, the United States Government also reiterates its demand 
for the release- of any survivors of the destroyed American aircraft. The note, 
based on a thorough investigation, follows .on. earlier interchange of notes, on 
this subject. It deals with another of the series of hostile attacks against the 
United States aircraft to which I referred in my statement before the Council. 

May I ask you, Mr. President, to circulate a copy of the attached text of 
this note to the Members of the Council. 

Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. 


54-27415 
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■DEPAiroffiNP or state 


Text of note presenting. formal diplomatic claim by the 
United States Government against the Government .of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Bepublics in the.casa r of U3AF B-5 0 aircraft shot 
down over the Sea of Japan on July 29/ -1953* •‘•V.. 





f 


S/iiOh 

English 



Excellency; 

I have the honor to transmit, upon the instruction of' my Government; the 
following communication from my Goveranentto your Government: 

The Government of the -United States of -America refers again to the destruction”!^ 
on July <Q t , 1953 by Soviet military aircraft.; of. &• United;- States Air Force; B-50 
type- aircraft off Cape Povorotny - in the intexaat lonol- air, space over the ' Sea; of 
Japan.. On January 2o, 1954, foHoving/aa intensive investigation and study, of the 41^ 
incident, the United . St acc-a- Government -dcti'vercd^ to the Government of the. Uhion 
of soviet oodal i 3 1 • Bcpublie8- r a- note- 1 requesting- -certain-detailed, information-vithv^^^^! 
respect to the incident and with respect to the various allegations made by the ‘ 

Soviet- Government in prior notes; of July 30', 1953, August 4, 1955 and. August 2 6 , ' ' .W*jgSB 

1955. The Soviet Government having failed' to; reply .to the- United States 'i >j£3l! 

Government's note of; January 26,- 1954, .the United States Government, through its 
Embassy at Moscow, transmitted another nctu* on Mai- 25, 1954 to the Soviet Ministry, 
cf Foreign Affairs inquiring when a reply might be expected to the note of 
Ji-nuuiy to, 1554. The- Soviet Government has mado no reply or. acknowledgement 
Whatever ro either note, although far more then sufficient time has elapsed to 
enable the Gov.ec Government to make a reply or to state. its intentions with 
r*_spt_ct to such reply. The United States Government must conclude, therefore, 
that the Soviet Government is fully- aware .’that- It" is not in a position to make a 
responsive or adequate reply to the. United States Government’s note of 
January 26, 1954. ’ ''/.*• ' 

This circumstance, the; United States Government concludes, reinforces and 
confirms the ue 3 cntia..accuracy.of-.-tho,Xinding8..of fact , resulting. from the- United.. 

St exes Government ! s own iir.-eotlgation and study, as well as of the statements' 
made in the various c^unioationi . United ’ States ' Government to tho Soviet 
Government on this subject,- particularly the United States Government's note of • . . ...... - 

August ij, 1955. • *.! ‘ 2 / : ' ‘ ;■ \ .. . • ^ 

The. United States Government therefore takes. this, opportunity to place - ' ” ’ 

solemnly upon the record tho facts relevant to ! the Soviet Government's liability 
and to prefer against the Soviet Government a formal international diplomatic 
claim for damages as set forth below. . 
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X 

The United States Government is prepared to prove by evidence in an 
appropriate forum, and it charges, the following: 

1. Early in the. morning of July 29, : 1953 a fopr-engine aircraft of the 
United States Air Force, of. the B-50 type, was duly dispatched from its base in 
Japan by United States Air Force authorities .to perform a routine navigational 
mission in the air space over, thu international waters- of the .Sc-a of Japan, . 
returning to base in Japan upon completion of the mission. The officers ana 
crew were instructed prior, to departure ;that under,, up circumstance^. was... the -. 
aircraft to fly closer' to the Soviet-held, land mass than twelve nautical mile-s. 

Upon its departure the B-5C type aircraft had on board a crew of seventeen 
persons, all members of the United States Air Farce and all nationals of the 
United States. They were, os 'the Soviet Government was inforac-d in the United 
States Government's note on August. 4, 1953, the following: 

Stanley Keith O' Kelley - Captain - Serial Ho. AO 776002 
John Ernst* Roche - Captain - Serial No. AO 2029208 
Edmund Joseph Czyz - 1 st Lieutenant* Serial No. AO 2072656 
Lloyd Clayton Wiggins - 1 st Lieutenant - Serial No. AO 695999 
Jome 3 Gordon Keith - 1st Lieutenant- Serial No. AO 2092926 
Warren John Sanderson - 1st. Lieutenant - Serial No. AO 2066184 
Robert Elbon Stalnaker. - 1st Lieutenant - Serial Ho, AO 761337 
John Cyrus Word - Captain .-.Serial No., AO 865270 
Francisco Joseph Tejeda Major - Serial No, -AO 726704 

Frank Ernest Boyer -1st Lieutenant; -^Serial No. Ap 2093286 ... 

Francis Luther Brown Master Sergeant - Serial No. AF 19 053^97 
Donald Wayne Gabroe,,- S. Sergeant Serial Ho. AF 19 3337&7 
Roland Edgar Goulet - A/lC - Serial No. AF 12 323933 
James Edwin Woods * A/2C -.Serial No,.AF 2iUl3122 
Charles Joseph Rusaall - A/2C - Serial No. AF 13 351650 
Donald George Hill - S» Sergeant.- Serial, No. AF 19.353976 
Earl Wilbur Radclin,Jr. A/ZC - Serial No. AF 14 370732 




# 
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Tho B-50 aircraft; proceeded bn a course of approximately. 315 degrees from - , 
the Japanese Island of Honshu, *' When .it' arrived in the air space over the ... 
international waters of.tha Sea of Japan at a point approximately 50 miles from- 
the coastline, the aircraft t-urned Jo /tho. right and proceeded on an 1 . easterly 




waters of the Sea of Japan approximately 40 miles south of Cape Povorotny, 
flying on a heading of oppyoa^bs^^f^p^iyat on altitude, of- 20,000 feet . 
when suddenly: at ~ nxmTvw’i mn-fr/i t ‘fi jr* I j 




when suddenly; at app rox imat el y t>:lj} ? in"tte. corning local time and without any •" 

prior warning whatever, Sovietr 1^0-15 ■ type. aircraft’ intercepted and fired- upon, • 

the. United Stn.tnn YWBff ■ ••Trt.ie 1 . .1 __ _ . . . ! .. > : 


the. United States aircraft,' One 130-15 type aircraft commenced, the interecpti(»r4T/-£l^^^ , i •5‘‘% 
and firing by coming up f rom below and to the loft of., the B-50 and shooting the, 4^ 


Ko. 1 engine, rendering it inoperative. ;0nu or more additional KEG-15 type, 
aircraft thereupon appeared, tchind the. B-50’,. directed fire on the Uo. 4 engine 
and upon the right v:ing and other portions of the aircraft, ana. set the Ho. 4 
engine on Hie, When the Soviet MIG-15 .aircraft appeared, from behind, shooting 
at the- B-50, one ox* more of; the personnel, on board tho B-50 aircraft opened. fire 
in self-defense against the oncoming attaching HIC-15 aircraft,/ but to' no avail,. 


.*■1 


Immediately upon being hit, the B-50 aircraft dived sharply, losing ' 

altitude rapidly,. The shots: from the rear attack tore off tho right wing. and. theVl.J^^^, -f 


tail section and caused -tho< aircraft to disintegrate, ' The component parts • of 
B-50 then hit the water, ot approximately, the same position at . which the 


interception and attach took-placo. ; The. total time, which elapsed .between ,thc. . 

commencement of ..the -attach until- the., cccmoncnt -nfirt « hi +■/+.*<* '• •• & 


commencement of ..the- attach- until- the- ccraponont -ports -of- the- aircraft hit t.hA _ ^ \ ^ 

wate * approximately- * '• ^ f '=.| 

Upon the B-50's. first .^cuee^|^^d^abi^, r ; in conBequoncol!^-vthe.octtopsv > p^ii^;^^^^^|4j4^ (t . t<i- . : xjte 
MIG-15 aircraft against . iit> : r c rew of the :B-50 .'were ’.directed-.. 
the aircraft, commander, Cpit^&^^jc^KeUey, to obanden, the. air craft 
to seek safety by tailing 5 out^Vtib- oi^raft; 1 The United' States Government -is 


infonaed and believes that', . >p^^fiw: First * Lieut enant . James .Gordon Keitl 
members of the crew above;ncmed baflod.;put of the aircraft, or parachuted, 
the Sea: of Japan, all coming down at. points.-wi thin the- area of the Sea of 


approximately 40 miles south. of Cape Povorotny, 
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The United States Government finds, and charges, that ell the actions of the 
MIG-15 type aircraft above described were taken upon the deliberate and willful 
orders of competent Soviet authorities. ' ' 

When the B-50 failed to return to its base at the time required for its 
return, and could not be otherwise accounted for, the competent United States 
authorities commenced and conducted a meticulous, and thorough search of the area ' 
by aircraft and by surface vessels of the' United. States' Government and with the 
assistance of a naval vessel of the Australian Government in the area. The search 
of the Goa of Japan off Capo Povorotuy succeeded in ' the sighting in the Internationa* 
wa^is oi 3e\erel survivors and disclosed the active presence in the same area of 
Soviet PE-typo boats, trawlers and aircraft. One of the search aircraft dropped 
a liieuoat to n group of survivors but only Captain John E. Roche, the co-pilot, 
was able to reach the lifeboat and get into it.' Intermittent fog hampered the 
rescue efforts end no other personnel could bo rescued by the United States and 
Australian suvfe.ee vessels* When the weather in the area cleared up, by dawn of 
July pO, 1953, no evidence of survivors, other than Captain Roche, could be seen 
in the international waters of the Sea of Japan by the air or surface rescue 
craft, • .... 

2. The United States Government finds, and charges, that in direct 
consequence of the- Soviet Government's actions above described, the following 
tcok place: • • •*• • : 

a. The B-50 aircraft was totally destroyed. 

b. Ftist Lieutenant James Gordon ‘Keith, navigator situated in the 
nose of tne aircraft, was thrown ‘from his position and mortally wounded, so that 

he was unable to ball- out- from' the- aircraft /'and dlod. " 

c. Contain Stanley K. O' Kelley, the aircraft ccrcmande-r, although he 
succeeded in bailing cut from the aircraft to the waters of the Sea of Japan, 
was badly injured end shocked as a direct result of the shooting 'by the MIG-15 
aircraft, and died as a result of these physical injuries and shock and of his 
exposure for approximately twenty hours in the Sea of Japan. 

d. Master Sergeant' Francis Luther Brown, flight engineer, although he 
succeeded ini bailing out from the aircraft to the waters of the Sea of Japan, -was 
badly injured and shocked os a direct result of the shooting by the t-HG-15 
aircraft, and died U3 a result of these physical injuries end of shock and of long 
exposure in the Sea of Japan. 
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into the CaPtal " ”"' U ErMt 3 ° cie '' was throw headlong 

a direct B ^ al ^ amenua iaiil y toiviriat and shock as 

beilinr out f „ °° the .MIG -15 aircraft but he succeeded In 

3oa of Jll airCr “ ftl ' “ e suffered further shock anil exposure la the , 
approximately time July 29, i 95j> to 

the waters of the s * "* - Uma Jul ^O;h 953 . * He' was rescued frao 

ea of Japan by a search vessel of the United States Wavy. 

accounted ^ been 

suffered bodilv t •' 03 *1=4?/ Wcr, : ;thit‘iu of them- 

aircraft It '* ‘“W- ^ : ° f «♦ .shooting by the MIC-15 

p~ “ ^ -■ th “ — 

Which the nr*- jai>an ^h-the area .above described In 

thus! pcrsl “ i i ai!6tru = tl0n oy «•''«« took Place. It must conclude that 
beso persons acre either, picked up:allve by surface vessels of the Soviet 

Tr;;zzr e i 1 ::^ ^ wt the — 

and into the Sovl-t g / **“ prov ? tll “8. °“ rr “bs to Sovlet-held territory 

Government fllee”’ «» <*** States 

In the course of tte ^tT^T’ 7° brou 2 ! ‘ t t0 death by the Injuries caused 

the water* of 0 / ^ ” °° *** b y shock and by exposure In 

eultoTnf the L : 0 !*“• :Th0Se ™ — they esme Into the 

suffered in odditlol 1 — 0 . 5 Wte4 state » Governmnnt finds and charges, 

„ ovi J ° s “ 4 ungulsh caused by their long detention by the 

I ! ^ th ° ^ <«* ^let Government to. inform the uLcd 

p l: £”“* VUh rc3 P oc b |to-their~whereaboute' and their condition or' to-'" — - ‘ 
rmlt them to communicate with; United, States Government authorities. 

se conclusions are bMeid'b^j&e'ifoliowlng. considerations: .. 

on board's Unit<Ki Stateo ' Govcrroent has- previously Indicated,. personnel 

Soviet Pr!t™I b'T ° f «*«'"« » «* W twelve 

seviet air -t ° U ** 1CaSt °«»^. t^ler-typc Soviet naval vessel, and 
th^LdW * ^Wte.and.frcm.the area of the sc4 of 

• t..er surt nee vessels . of Soviet patlonallty were la the vicinity. . 
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These observations were: mode as late as 3 o'clock in .the afternoon local time 

> 1 953» In view, of the failure' of 'the Soviet Government -to make responsive 
reply to questions of the United States Government in its note of January 26, 

1954 on this subject, the .United States Government is confirmed in its 
conclusion, end it charges, that these Soviet craft picked up survivors and 
portions of the disabled B-5G aircraft. ; 

(ii) The prevailing currents of the ; Be a of Japan at the positions 
above mentioned and at the date of the ^incident, which arc veil known to the 
Soviet Government, move toward the coast, in a northerly -and -northwesterly, 
direction at a rate of approximately 0.7 to 1.1 knots. Even if the Soviet 
Government did not have these crew members’ in custody, dead or alive, earlier, 
it must have become aware of their arrival in Soviet territorial waters or on 
Soviet soil by August 1, 1953. * 

3. The E-50 aircraft at the time of the attack upon it and its destruction, 
and the navigational and flying equipment thereon, were in efficient end good 
working order. Each member of the crew was efficient and experienced in the - 
performance of his task. In particular, - Captain O' alley, the aircraft . commander, 
woo an efficient and experienced pilot; Captain Roche was an efficient and . 
experienced co-pilot; first Lioutcnont Ceyz, First Lieutenant Wiggins and First 
Lieutenant Keith were efficient and experienced navigators. 

' II‘i\ 

The United States Government -finds as 'a result of; its investigation that 
in its notes above . mentioned .the Soviet .Government willfully and knowingly 
material misstatements of fact for the purpose of creating an untrue record and 
of misleading the United States Government. These misstatements of fact- are most 
explicitly made in the Soviet Government's note of August 26, 1953 on thi3 subject, 
which substantially reiterates the misstatements contained in the Soviet 
Government's earlier notes on tho some subject: 

1. . The Soviet Government- states that, the B-50 aircraft at about 6 a.m. 
local time "violated the state boundary of -the' USSR, at first in the region of 
Cape Gamov, and continued the flight over. the territory of the USSR at Askold 
Island not far from Vladivostok'* . . But the Soviet Government has refused, although 



S/530^ 
English 
Page 9 



duly requested, to state -claims,: pupa In; this 5 

region. The United Statee Government *muatr- therefore conclude, -oa.' it has found,, 
that the B-50 aircraft at no tio^-croased into .-territory of the '^Soviet Union in 
this area hut, oxi the contrary, flew entirely in the air spue e. over the 
international waters of the Sea of- Japan. . /- ■* 

2. The Soviet Government Btates -that -tvoeOwietj fighter aircraft approached 
the B-50 with the intention of showing -the B-50: that- it was within the boundaries 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist .Bepuhlics 'and ;Vith the Intention of . suggesting 
that the B-5Q. leave. fcho-uir spaca- of tbaJk>vio'$lUnion. This statement must bo. 
characterized as false, as well , as misleading, joince the first intimation which 
the crew of the B-50 had of. the approach of any: aircraft was- the destruction of 
the Ho. 1 engine on the B-5Q!by.'flre'. directed from one of- the Soviet MIG-15 type 
aircraft, which had appeared without any warning whatever to -the left and from 
below the B-50 aircraft. This fact and the shooting which immediately followed 
directed by MIG -15 typo aircraft coming up without warning from behind the B-50 
aircraft conclusively demonstrates that it was :thc intention of the MIG-15 
interceptors, and of the competent Soviet, authorities who dispatched them and 
controlled, their actions, to give the , crew of tho B-50 aircraft no warning 
whatever but, on the contrary, to effect tho "B-SO’s destruction without any.* 
warning or' opportunity to tho c rev to disengage or to defend themselves. 

3. The Soviet Government *s- statement. permits the implication that the 

interception of the B-5C by Soviet- aircraft took" place within the air. space over 
Soviet territory. This statement is. -false also. As has been stated above, the 
interception as well as the attack took place* approximately forty miles south of 
Cape Povorotny and in the air space '"over" the" -international' voters' of the Sea of " 
Japan. • .• ‘ : ■> • 

U. The Soviet Government : states that fire -was first -'opened by the B-50, 
being directed against the intercepting Soviet. 'aircraft. "This statement is false. 
As the United States Government.haa-etated above, . the B-50 aircraft did not open 
fire until after two firing passes had been iaad o by the Soviet intercepting 
aircraft. The first MIG-15 type -aircraft, which as stated above without warning 
destroyed the Ho. 1- engine, flew, away -unscathed. When Immediately thereafter one 
or more MIG-15 type aircraft appeared from behind, the MIG aircraft were' firing 
ond the gunners on board the B-50 were. compelled in self-defense to open fire ■ 
against the MIG aircraft so firing upon the B-50. 







5. The Soviet .Government .states that s tha. attack t09k. pl ace at 6:12 in 
the morning local time. .> The United States-; Government ■ charges that this statement 
. is untrue and is known by the (Soviet Goveraaent to be - untrue* -■ -The United States*'- 
Government has found, .that the -inter^pt^o^jaj^: .attack took. place not earlier- 
then 6:15 in the morning, local' tiae^if rno^latur By -this- time the B-50 * - - v ; . 

aircraft, as the Soviet authorities .weilvtee^j -.had reached a. point approximately • ■ 
i'orty miles off the Soviet, lend mass- at -it| ; '«losQat proximity* 

- _ The Soviet toverumc^k' ^tetesA^W^S^^pfi^tte^.^irtet^eircrail: vas- *.. . 

Bcriously damaged by fire f zxy&i the E-j&jjJ; consequence of which the Soviet * 

aircraft was compelled to' 'fire- upon the B*^0, This statement is misleading, as" 
well. as. false. Even if,, contrary^ to fact, ^the B-50 gunners had opened fire on- '/ 
the MIQ ^rcraft appearing from.’ the .rear, ,^tha f . destruction .of the No. 1 engine j. ' 
by the MIG aircraft .which appeared first ..and .the hostile -attitude of the MIG 
aircraft, appearing in- the^ear. would have.! justified the B-50 gunners in opening 
fire on the MIG aircraft. . • ■ . ‘ • 

T« The Soviet Government states that ‘ after the Soviet aircrat fired on the 
B-50 the .B-50 "departed , in the direction of the sea" and. that the Soviet 
authorities have no further- information regarding the American military aircraft... 
This statement must be characterized as f also as well as misleading. As stated 
above, within seconds,. of tcr^thc* Soviet.., aircraft hit the right, wing and fuselage, 
the B-50 disintegrated and fall into- tho.' sea*. The pilots of the. Soviet aircraft 
could not but have seen th^; consequence of. .their .actions and reported it to the / 
competent Soviet authorities ^The Uni tedr States Government notes that the Soviet 
Government admits that thopdlpte, xipon returning to : base, if not earlier, . , 

reported..what ; they r - uh 

8, The Soviet' Government indicates that it has "verified data", presumably 
including reports of ground. observers as. well 03 the testimony of. the pilots of 
the Soviet aircraft involved, and that these data "refute the statement that the 
American airplane B-50 d^id. not 'violate, the boundary of the USSR and was attacked 
by Soviet. fighters over .the. Sea of Japan"* The Soviet Government, although duly 
requested in the United ,StatCB | Government's note of January 26, 195^, has failed 
and refused to produce these t supporting. data. 5 The United States Government is..* 
compelled to conclude that such. data* as, exist do not. support the Soviet 
Government's conclusion. :and.that .these statements are. therefore false. 



S/3304 
. English 
Page 11 


*i 1 -•V" ?- VP-- i 


in ^>“S r “y to' the allegations contains. 

rit 00 "^-' 9 aurtaco ahlP80n ; 

took Ola A Qr ° a the Sca 0f JGpan in vhich the shootiE S Incident 

d " ' “ 4 U ^“0- t^llos.that the .father conditWof fog and 

iaT S u n “* ^ th ° 'ioirch croft ported ,i 

L £££ P “—fa octet wcrc^l, fact statement. 

flight was'i r' Tl 1 ^ 3C £ ^:“tt^otdlTg;“^ic^eat^r/"durl^* tho'iiouro of ' 

03 ■-*«** Proceeded, - there ve“ 
the .Soviet Government. veli. l^we liitonDlti^nt- visibility- permitting the 

Government!^ ^ ^ ^ ““ > • 

10. .®t Soviet Government' etatea\.that*'"as^ a result- of investigated, it 
been eonfirmed that the Soviet authorities have no information concerning 
bhe crew of the Tricon. bombor.B-50". For the reasons above stated this 
statement must be characterized, os false and misleading. 


of the ,h , ■ snd.it charges that the foregoing action 

the^piiots of the Soviet aircraft r»n*.oft;tho ; competent Soviet authorities ’ - 
“* the Soviet Government guilty of : deUl»rato and villful violations of - 
n emational lav, on account of which lt ; has; become liable to the United States 
Government for damages and other amends;- 

1. . Since, the Soviet Government, bos- evaded -the 'questiims-'In'-the Unitrtf Stat. ~ 
overament s note of January 26,,;i 9 54 on -thisioubject, the Uhlted States Goveram. 
eclares that the limit of . the- territory of the Soviet Government in the area of ' 
the incident extends no further then three nautical miles' from the mean low vate- 
eurrk ol the shore line of the Sovlet-held land mass in this area, following the 
c nuoaities of the coast and the sinuosities of each of the Soviet-hold islands. 

ile the United States Government in Instructions to its personnel has prohibits 
any overflying aircraft or seagoing craft, from, coming closer then twelve miles ■ 
to Soviet-held territory initruvorslng.tho international waters of the Sea of 
Japan or the air space above, the United States Government takes this opportunity 
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again to inform the Soviet Government that it does not recognize the. claim of tj. 
Soviet Government to territorial waters in exceea of three miles from its coast. 
In the opinion of the United States Government there is no obligation under 
international law to recognisg claims to territorial- vaters in excesc of three 
miles from the coast. .. . ; ^ , . .... 

2. in the circumstances of the. cMe^.yaa the duty of the Soviet Governmo 
to make every effort, following the wrongful .. destruction of the. B-50'raircraft, 
to search for and pick up members of the -crew, dead,, or ulive, to cooperate with 
all other searching aircraft and* surface croft in such search and rescue 
operations and promptly to turn over to authorities of the United States 
Government rescued personnel., the bodies of any dead personnel picked up and any 
portions of the aircraft salvaged, or . to make arr a n g ements for their prompt - 
delivery to the United States Gove rnment. The failure of. the Soviet Government 
to do so constitutes violation of international obligations. 

3. It was the duty of the Soviet Government to make truthful statements 
to the United States Government in the notes above mentioned which' the Soviet 
Government delivered to the United States Government in connection with this 
incident. The willful making of false or misleading statements in these 
circumstances constitutes a violation of international obligation. 

h. The continued detention of survivors by the Soviet Government, and' the 
failure of the Soviet - Government immediately, upon receipt of information at .any 
time from its own sources of the observation of bodies of any of the crew memberr. 
constitute violations on the port of the. Soviet Government of international 
obligation. ' ‘ V-." ' -.-t. t •’•••• •>. ; • 

5. Any shooting by the crew of the B-50 at the MIG aircraft, in the 
circumstances of the case, was lawful as an exercise of the; right of self-defense 
The B-50 having been fired upon and bit without prior warning, the crew of the 
B-50 were Justified in the exercise of 'self-defense in shooting at the approachin 
MG aircraft. 
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The United States has ou/fered:-the following irons.. of damage in direct ~‘^ri 
consequence of the foregoing iUegtil' art e^S‘;vi'oiat ions ! of duty and international . . 
legal obligations, forwhich tho Ooviot Government is: liable, and the United- 
States Government demands that' the': -Soviet Qmenmt- pay the following sums on ' 

account thereof: . .. •* • 4 ^ •'*’?*' 5 ’C* . . ’£T:>V ’• '■ 

1* United oi^ ‘e^Upment ' 

• - thereon, amount in« .. i n ; - -i; . ’ i*V 

2. Damages to; tho aji*‘u&evm. conduct of. \'^ r j 

the Soviet Covenrn.cnt‘: V • ’ •*’ "■* S : £ ••' •• • - " ?!’* 

3. Damages to Captain John, :2rnst Roche, a national of the United States, ‘v^ 

for injuries to him, $25,000.00, *' ■' . : K . '.. .'. ’* 

4 * Demages to. the next-of-kin/ ^tioi^p of the United States, for the ‘ 
deaths of Captain Stanley Keith 0*Kcilcy # Master Sergeant Francis Luther 
Brown, First Lieutenant Jamea.Gordon Keith,- $150,000.00. 

5» Demagee to the next-of-kin, nationals of the United States, of the -1 
remaining thirteen crev^^bcrs for oil' injuries resulting. from the willful 'ff 
and unlawful conduct of : the Soviet Government, including the wrongful deaths 
of such crew members or- the wrongfi^ ; .^ .unlawful detention' by the Soviet 
Government of such members- of ; the croy'j as. survived,' ,$650,000.00. * 

The United States • (toeimiM!^ its- demand for compensation on **(,{; 

. account of the members ^ ;> th^jsrew.^ survived^ does not .imply . the acquiescence ' 
of the United States thMoVprW,iiieB»oya from X.?*- 

return to thq by the Soviet Government of 

infonnatipn regarding^ ;thei * .^J^fl^its . ovji^pxe, - or the ‘ maki ng of false '"fV- 

statements by the Soviet Ckjvoriront^wfli resiect'. there to... The United States' ! «X a: 
tokos this opportunity,- Dgain^o.demajul.sthat'.thc Soviet Government forthwith 
provide the information in this 1 regard which., the United States Government, has 
•already requested, ana make provision: for the.'prcmpt return of any crew members 
whom it may. still be holding or, of. whose whereabouts it is informed, and in the ’ !■: 

. ...... .. • -L-’t 

interim to provide such crew members with, the maxi umurn degree of care n n d comfort •*£*• 
and facilitate access, to them, by; appropriate, representatives of the United States ,<-;t 
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Government. The United St ate a . Government further declares that such demand for 
compensation with respect to members of the crew whose bodies came into custody 
of Soviet authorities but who were no longer alive does not imply the 
acquiescence of the United States Government in the failure of the Soviet 
Government to Inform .the United States Government of such facts cr to turn over 
such bodies to the United States Government The United States Government 
further reserves the right tn rr^^ jpddi^^^ fl<-mnnri _upnn the Soviet Government 
for emends or other actions on account of 'it 3 conduct on or since July 29, 1953 
with respect to such survivors or such dead crew members# 

Furthermore, the United States Government haa not included in its demand 
for damages, specified above, any sum on account of items of intangible injury 
deliberately and intentionally caused to. the United States Government and to the 
American people by the wrongful actions of the-Soviet Government* In this regard, 
the United States Government had determined to defer to a future date the 
formulation of the kind and measure of redress or other action which the Soviet 
Government should take which would bo appropriate in international law and 
practice to confirm the illegality of the actions directed by the Soviet 
Government against the United States Government and against the American people. 

The Government of the United States calls upon the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics promptly to make. ita detailed answer to the allegations and d e mands 
made in this c ernuni cation. 

Should the Soviet Government ,iu its .answer acknowledge its indebtedness to 
the United States on' account of the foregoing and agree to pay the damages 
suffered and to comply with, the demands. as above set, forth, the United StateB 
Government is prepared, if requested, to present detailed evidence in support of 
its calculations of damages : suffered and alleged. If, however, the Soviet 
Government contests liability', it is "requested so to state in its answer. In 
the latter event, the Soviet Government is hereby notified that the United States 
Government deems an international dispute to exist falling within the competence 
of the International Court of Justice and that the United States Government 
proposes that that dispute be presented for hearing and decision in the 
International Court of Justices Since it appears that the Soviet Government has 
thus far not filed, with that Court any declaration of acceptance of the 
compulsory Jurisdiction of .the Court, the United States Government invites the ■- 
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Soviet CoYorraent to me on appropriate declaration with the Court, or to enter : 
into a Special Agreement, by which the Court may be empowered In accordance “ ■ 
with ita statute and Kulee to determine the lesues of fact and low which have 
hccn eet forth herein, • . 

m itrr:: t™* u mQi * ^ *****- *«*. * \ 

in te reply to the precent note of Its intention .with respect to ouch a 

declaration or Special Agreement. -■ •,/ « . 


^ i. 
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• ?■ "° m '* S - Stanley O'KeUey to President Kennedy was received 

• f direC '° rSPly - 6 Ju “ ^/suspense d£e. 

• i0 ,.i « 7 ‘■'-w - • P,xl C atanl «y 0 Kall -y aircralt ccooanderof the 

£ ;r?c o - ° y “ G i 5 ' 8 °« the ecast of Russia in the Sea of 

r rew^er^rrot rte ° ^ the balloat order. Hia remains 

•„„ d - hni-o \ ' * near Japan, (l crew juember survived - 2 remains 

ij. It annews - -^ vP“ o ??■ , , ln Xhe ' crash of " the aircraft and 1 3 presuiied' 
ruar>- and'had ^‘1^',° Kelle i r apparently had written Mr. Salinger in 
^Al’LL Cel ‘ ^rr\ i • ~ a C0 “'*Ptete reply regarding the remainder of the 
; 1 ■ ,todaard » wus contacted 2 Jun and states they have no knovl- 

• 3U 0 -it alleged letter aad we should formulate reply 

13 t8i °8 oone oy the Air Force ?o 

U3 aboard ""tV- BPPe< ? 8 Mr8 ‘ 0 Kbu "»* “^se of her husband's 

Z ^i^T? ' **“ herself aa teilis responsible for the welfare 
" t . ?i 3 v erw »«*«*»• ^tter prepared inferring that, under 
i>' to \-c-iiev- Ur,J '" Uib £or UD or hal ' to encourage the other next 
■n-a 'ra<jv-a -5 vt a f y °£ ourvlval e;; ists for this crew. Colonel 
jrath 1?" 4 sor,er8 Residential referral letters to begin as in 
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CONFIDENTIAL LETTER FROM DIRECTORATE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS - IG 


# 24-5824 dated 30 Aug 1956 HAS BEEN DESTROYED. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 




24-5824 


AFCSI-6C/Capt Tucker/jcb/3854 


SUBJECT: Unofficial Information Regarding the Status of l&jor 

Francisco J. Tejeda, AO 726 704 and Others 


r : f 


MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF MILITARY PERSONNEL, DCS/P 
ATTN: CHIEF, CASUALTY BRANCH, SPECIAL ACTIVITIES GROUP 

°0 June 1956 eren ° e 13 103410 4 ° yOUr nlenioranduin » subject a3 above, dated;;! / 

M3 


- JM.3 Directorate has referred this matter to the Federal Bureau&T 

igation ? ince it does not appear at this time that bona fid &?• !*'' 
military personnel are involved. The possibility exists that "Lt AHNOUF* f 
k! individual impersonating a military officer, which would also' ; >«SS>- 
bring the investigation within the jurisdiction of the FET* ' -S' 

. J® 111 * directorate will be advlaed of the developments as 

investigation proceeds, 


*■> r-b 




GILBERT R. LEVY 

Chief. Counter Intelligence Dir . 

Dir of Special Investigations, 







201 -Tejeda, Francisco J., 
AO 726 704 : ‘ 



KEMOBAJfflOH PC® C2IEF,\ SPECIAL ACTIVITY BRft32Ca : 
COCS^KR 2BBBXXIQEBCS DraSIGB 
siRaaeoaaK iror ss»c^^ 

SUBJECT* 


AF 5 ^^ 1 -C/MaJor BaaSOaa/bii/ 5 ^^ 

■•'- •• s ’ ' ■•'-••• •. '. • 1 '£#$$$£& 

$& 


itemeiAli 

Pmaol 4 «> J. ^fU;M^p 

_ ' , . - • •• *' ‘ '/t . 

1 . Reference is aeto to . tetwea < _ ' 

J, R. Gibbs of your, off ica mi ttftjpp^- jB»V g^lNctn« , pertaining ita£ 
unofficial lnfanaatioa received byJfcre.^aXsJcdu, regarftlig, ; :ta^ 
statue of i^r buabtmd, ^ 

2 . Ga XI June X<^, JfeJar Baaiel d* Boyl»,l 6 4 fiiitpi 
frlftikd of *fe*a. Tejeda, lnfbcmLth£* -office that Mrs .Itejeda ] 
calved a letter fro»*m* EiU, ;mWwr?. or, Staff 

■*** **» ■ ****** the; yLaa^ied^ wr l oat. 

iatferaed:]^^ oa } ''tod; v^ma : Jll.. _ a 
Arnold, preaunaddy Force! WaaMag^ 

be bad showed bar i ; 3 U»tst»R-vJ&!PiBbit 3 aib! ' vbieh allegjidtT " 

Tejeda,..fitarma ^^ aeabere mjmi 

prisoner* afithe 3 * 88 S^tj||wi 3 >^^ 

eougbt • additional': Hill .regarding; tbft^lom^ihffrl 
sou* Mrs- Tejeda thought it;et«sa$e that the canmnnicatloa vaftsttiw&l 
tbo Adjutant General since flU ^ priori .lcfta» had received 

' froa • the Director- 3 *.'• ' : ’ t /;•- :;/dfeW* 8 |&fc' 

| ‘ h?*:' '. •/ P : v* ' • f ' :/ V . 1 •*_'- )' ' •»■ %• •** 

3 * inquiry at iainchild AirJtorcc Base by this office rev«dI»/^C'i^: 
lieutenant Arnold assigned at either l’airchild Air Force Base arGelger 
Field, Washington* ^information is available in Headquarters. USAF to 
indicate that subject officer or hia two laentioncd crew 
prisoners of the .USSR^ik-i - : • • . h . . kSufcM* 

: 1 k *••’*••.> :’. ■ ■ * ' : , r vlf? 

< 4 . Request your office take invest i^tive action to deteavte!^£|f^: 
Identity of the alleged Lieutenant Arnold, the source of his infooro&r r'j't, 
tion, and the active of Lieutenant Arnold, or other source, In^trana^i^^Hr , 
fitting this information to the next of kin. Further request this office 
be advised of results of investigftUyfi action. ' ■" 

' : ' -v ; * • . 

• ; ' ...' ■J'Sk 

• ’ " 1 ‘ ”.' . 1 .- 2 . - 4 : 

' ' ' '• ’• 


•, AFPMP-S-1 • ■ 
ir\ It Col Steele . 

n / f Lta;Ccd _ Darv i s on ' 

^jer^wkins 


}? 


;. , f2LCm® A 

Colonel, . USA* rr^#V 
s ^ 3 C54ef/; Caaualty Br ouch '•' 

. ^ CS^iel Activities. Group 

Directorate of Military; Berwmel'-:- V^j; 





Mom* for the Records 


Captain Wcngel, Magazine and Books Branch, SAFIS 3-0 was called reference 
a previous coordination with him relative to allegations made against 
Captain John E. Roche by a Mrs Elizabeth M. Woods, concerning conflicting 
information rederence the incident in which Captain Roche and her sen and 

Others on +.h* nraw O frt ..Li-W . . . . 


— - — *** WU.WU uouwuji owns ana ner sop ana 

tt ? ®-50 which was attacked by HHJ-15'a, and, which 


n x. j » — eu*vu ww ttbwwwu oy niu-jL> ' s . and which 

Waa J t ^° •"Jj W’ivor. Captain Wengil had expressed interee 
in this matter and Captain Roche was sent around for interview. Captain 
"SIR" 8 ^ ta S Bnt J' afer * nce magazine articles allegedly appearing In 

fffth^e d#nied authorshi P* interview or ronunSeti on 


«Sf^ n n lfa ! g ? X 10 ® ak « a « informal check with Sir Magazine to 

verify Captain Roche 1 • version, The Editor of the magazine stated to 
Captain Reek# Wengel that* Captain Roche did not author the article. 

Captain Roche did not give the information via 
interview to the author. 

Captain Roche received no renuoeratlen -from 
the magazine. 


It a P pea ^» therefore that the allegation made by Mrs. Woods was 
Without foundation as to conflicting o tat aments, given survivors. 


U. Colonel Monroe, DOD Prlaenbr Officer wan also advised. 
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AFPMP-S-l-G/Maj Havktnfl/wpj/56755/l^lto'l^ 

• • ’ '''frSrfV 1 


■ r;.. • 

■ • • • 

ASSW^W. 231-’*wte,. JssssB, 

aost ortt» jot ••: ^6 f MAR ;; i956;|^^; v 

TO: Ck^a>dcr, ljT/ljJt dgceedrca, ?ala S«a«Ji;'JU^ 

Foxee 2aJ2s> Vsst fte&ft : 

..•*•••'— ,' ~ i>s v < y’;*' • 4**f4 

2. Attcsxt&aa cmmaimt4m. Cc&t - 

AO. 2 005 263, ipresently, a ag yf^gflgisaft^tian^ 1 

«trvivo» cSr ua typa fiiffpXtrm' : 

over t m £aa c£ Jspaxjj.eaad &>. &Ua& wst . 

Siberian .coast. Tfcs laaiba^Vfegra toja • 

^twaiebedu. Tha gtisga^ grtifti^ 

by tt presuaytivs ttndisee£^ i£5$ # PMOT»ofc% 

tu*>> of ft&Ua 

2* - It is tfcefr tfc* bfluftia lotts*. b© brow^^^ 

of Ck^n;e4n Eoc&o« -•• A ^t4ti*TBFnrfc tfoffirifl ba abtalpod fra^ to * coaoamlng ■■ 

MXc^a tiang sat £ortb i in t&a && i^tujmod to tfctfa, ffftort ; 

the . « a r'U o»tr gj?e*rfcinabl$; •;’; *» • '. ' • > V: ;' 


*X OEDiai ^ 




«c I 5btb:Fttt- C& 

Groater Plttobur^b -^ 

Airport,, ?a .. ; .' . =';. 


iil CHARD A. STEELE . .>•! A--' • ' '. 
Lt. Colonel, USA? ' '* ‘' W ' 

Cfcief ; ^Casualty Branch ; : • 

Special Activities Group v ^31^ • 

Directorate of Military* Feraoxmei 



Lt Col Steele 
Lt' Col Davison 
Maj Hawkins ,.• 


sfefc^^p>. ;: --Wv 

.- I “ ; ; ■ • . ' .*4;.^ >5^4t*v : ^ ■■>:<:;?* ■■ •; •• • ,, o^*> ‘ N-C^^ :-V'g ,-• t 

•' • - '\ ‘ ' .' " Tiij-** *.•»’% 

’■ ’*■•*-•. ' 5 ’ V' v ' U'v.’r'.- ;••'-! '• 'iteiHf* • t • : - , ... . 

■ . “■•:<» *\}t •'■ 



KEADQUATtTBRS 

5bTH FIGHTER GROUP (AIR DEFENSE) 

Greater Pittsburgh Airport 
Coraopolis, Peimsylvania 

PS 3 March 1956 


SUBJECT t Casualty Assistance 


TO i Director of Military Personnel 

Headquarters USAF 
ATTN I Casualty Branch 
Wasiiingion 25 $ D. C. 


1* ‘This office is rendering casualty assistance to i4rs* Elizabeth H. 
Wood3, of 51 College Avenue, Buckhannon, West Virginia, mother of A/2e 
Jame3 Edwin Woods, AF2blil3122, whose death occurred on 15 November 1955* 
Airman Woods was formerly listed as missing in action as of 29 July 1953* 

2* The following information ia offered for your information. Capt-». 
ain John E. Roche now stationed at Palm Beach Air Force Base was the only 
rescued: by Allied Forces from the B*50 accident on 29 July 1953 ,1a 
which Airjaan Woods was presumed to have bean killed. 

3* In statements made by Captain Hoche to the press and released fTco^ 
Tokyo on 1 August 1953 and 2 August 1953* he said, "That he saw only Captain 
0* kelly drovn and that the rest of the crew may be alive * M 

b. In the September 195b issue of “Sir* magisine an article written by 
Captain Roche stated that the rest of the crew may be alive. An article. in 
the 19 October 1955 iaaue of “People* by Captain Roche stated the same' thing; 

5. A letter dated 15 September 1953 to Hr 3 . Woods from General Joe B. 
Kelly states that Captain Roche was unable to furnish any information on 
the fate of the rest of the crew. 

6. Previous attemps by the families of the crew to contact Captain 
Rocha have been ignored or refused by him. 

7. In the first week of February 1956, Mrs. Lula Wilkinson, mother 
cf Captain Robert Stalnaker, who was a member of the crew, called Captain;}: 
icons at his hone. Mrs. Wilkinson was In Florida on vacation. Captain 
Rcehe stated curtly over the phono that all the rest of tha orewThad 
drowned. 

0. These actions and confliciting statements of Captain Roche have left 
the families of the crow with a bad impression of the Air Force and suspicion 
as to the actual circumstances surrounding the accident. The families of our 



HQ S1;TH FTRGRU (AIK" DEF) , PS, Subject* Casualty Assistance 


servicemen who g&vq their lives for this country deserve the greatest" 
ect and consideration* They should not be sdeinfonsed or ignored* 

ROBOT D. ST12FHEHS 
2nd Lt, USAF 
Personal Affairs Officer 


JauOc Ur fr liq p4ih Ftr Gp, (Mr Oaf), Gtr 
Ausiutooce, at 3 S4ur 56 

3d lad 

.: : 73 .«t; Happing and Chortles Ujuudroa, J 4 & 2 S, 
rlorida 

-G: Director cdT Military flereoaoel, headquarter* USJLP, ATi‘3: Casualty 

Breach, Special Activities Group, tfgfihlngtoa. 25, £>• C. 

1. Xhe relieving informs t.loa la furntateftA la regard to a3 legation* 
~*st forth la paragraph* 3, 4, 6„ 7 and 0 of bacie latter: 

Paragraph 3* In regard* to qjuotuti&a, “tba t he a car only Cap- 
lin v'lially drova aad that the roust of tka crew my bo uliv*/ these 
asoct words ware not stated by ne la the press release, 1 aad 2 August 

- 953 * 



F^ra^ra-ph 4. I did oot write aa article lor “Sir* uagan lot or 
'•'copiAj. ” All information la these cagaainca Is of thalr otra volition* 

iuro^rupa 6. Upoa arrival tack to the states after tha Incident, 
X saw may of the vivos and faalllw of ay fellow craw tacmuers who vers 
itill stationed at Top era, Ksasrai. X bavu also seen tbs cert of kin la 
vtkar oUUrn, l.e. , la Kaunas, Udshipgtoa and Florida. All c or r es p on d- 1 
-ace received frca people concerned has been answered with tho exception 
*-f one latter fras a wife frtsa whoa X have received ;iaaay letters. 

Horat 7. Mrs. lulu Kilklnscn, mother of Captain Robert 
::t*Uaakor did contact sa la February 1956, la regards to what I thought 
of the Air Fcrce Thaw* aaapuacgaasgfc that ail men were oaad. She also 
inquired at thin tis® If she could com duua uad visit no. X stated 
thut 1 would bs very happy to have her ccoo down uud a*h* we* When aba 
w a ked 3au vuut 1 Uiov^ht hap pexsed to the rout of the crow, X stated that 
ti» Air Force my havo presumed, that tbs u*m did drcwn. this etuteseut 
should have been aodifiad to say, H or killed id tku explosion cf tha 
^irpiaafir in flight •“ Mrs. Lola Vllklnaco did cot cceue to sea me which 
would have left her la a store un&nrwt&ailug frame of edod. 


Faragrapa 6. Sicca X did oot write the articles In the aegd~ 
iiaes referred to, X do cot feel that I have furnished conflicting la* 
formation regarding the accident* X also do not fewl that I have been 
alscourteoua to ~oy family of ay former crew 



jcaa s. Eocas 

Captota, 13SAF 



201-WOODS, Jjiaaui S., A/2C 
iS* 24 4X3 122 


AEPMP -^x-c/iiij iX^kina/ i tfpj/>o755/X5 Mar 56 


wcaqa EU (tat) lav . 3aflL - 

^ tbe Air 55gt ¥ec3»io^tGa S3* £♦ 

•vi iSTlafc aad asertise £5^4^;^ rtda JJaud* Air 

li**** 5i**« **a*t i'aia Saaeh, Florida. 

1* At V a ntta i is imrXUsi t® fcACKta sgrogagsUos* CsyswUs Coisa. &. 

AS a Oi£? *263* ^res a n tl y assJsxpd yoar ®ra^Uatlc«» was tJUa atU^r 
sar/ivur c*T 14-53 Wawutt vhd&U uea ^teased iiX3-X5 

the or aigm*; jsact cracaort 46 wilaa oar* or t tm 

tiiilwricsa c&w3t* Star daatao txg iiures* ora? AaMfoara tan ^oaa AclioltoXy 
^MibXiabtsu. lau ^w^Ug .fftatus a? taa othoc cresr ucuoers ww taxsdoatod 
Ly & ^& 6 ufi'Xiva f iiwias dooift ottoBSlw- 15 ii^sctor 135 $, suaftian* U> 

u-i? ^ov!3JUa» «f ift&Ua t&r *w$Qf Tt%& ^isaa, ^aaaaCU 

-•• It ia ro^ucatad fc2aafc tba fca&U Aattar 4a frrousttfc to tsw 
o* c^tda i\ccna* a at av e a a gs aiaaidA youuwi, xtw && ccciaaiuiDg tto», 
ul lity&tiaaia so* rorcfek in t&» Xet&ar* uou ; ottfEtuai 'to tlis aaouuxuartasa at 
t4a ^asticAtOo dess* 

it* usfiffib o? -jus cais* ttf ws*! 


-a; Ittb lir {Air Dai) 

CiT&S&L r i'itSlfiltttfSU 
Air*ws# JPfi 

M/H- lad coordinated v/Ca$t Ueagol, S/IHS-S-D, liisasinea and Books Braoci*. 
w: 72291 - Col Moaroe, AFOPD, DGD FCU oi^icer, ojn; 53345. 




HEADQUAHTHfl 

TIGHTER GROUP (AIR UEPTISE) 

Greater Pittsburgh Airport 
Coraopolis, Pennsylvania 

3 March 1V5& 

i-d 

.jUBJSCTi Casualty Assistance 

. 01 Director oi Military Personnel 

Headquarters U&AF *» 

ATT.ii Casualty Ex*neh 
Washington 25# 0* 



1 this office is rencertce casualty aseisWe to Its. Sllsj^th M. 

: 

-c^s bavxn Wool*, i T"*' aa ^nr ui action as oi 2? July 1?53* 

; u.raan Wo<*a» vaa fcraarly lister. as tHaa^C ~n 

2 "ha for rvin* information ia offered for your iirfcraaticn. 

l. .no loucvibk - iU, 7* . ~ T»_ Arr Air Vorce Ease was the only 

£ ^TreftS A*> accident on * J* *53 - 

•hiich Airman Woods wa« presumed to )\are bwii hjOlcd. *> 

A ^ P .. nt ,< n ^ oc he to the press and released from 

In atateuenta uude y - « • »rhat !i« saw only Captain 

Tokyo on 1 August 19i3 ^ 2 August 1553, he said, « # 

0- icily drown and that the rest cl the cr^ may be alive. 

h. In the bepte^Der 15^. usue ^ol -ir ■** alive. An article in 

W5? 1 ™ or'-People" bv^IptaiiTaoJhe -UWi the thing. 


reliy^tatefult Captai^R^ne' va^u^l* to furnish any inf option on 

the f^ite of the rest c f the crev/* 

. t w 4 i. ''"rrliita of the crew to cent Act Captain 

6. Frevluua attemps oy in*-, *«jnl-ifca : •] 

rtochc have beer, ignored rr refuser by hiir.. 

_ v io^n Mrs . lula Wilkinson, motner . ■] 

• r ? * ^4“u’^er mill of the crow, called Captain 

oi Capun.n .looert ^ ^ nori(ia on nation. Captain » 

£ch* "Iti Irtiy =vd the phone tot aU trie rest of the. crew hao 

drowned* 

.. th„. -u«. SSJ 

' the families of the crew '“th a use im^rt-s * ^oc^dant The ferities of -oohS 
as to the actval circxratancos surrc^dxng the ac^dmit. ^ 

" ' Tcr'I;" “ v :1 


e , ,..i irCi to Mrs* Woods from General Jce E. 

jepwebU'cr ufe,^Hnn on 


. # 

^ i,TPlGau ( ±1R VET), f6. Subject* C**ualty Assistance 


s.jrriceraan who gave thuir livea Tor this 
eCt and consideration* They should not b 


country decarve the greatest roep- 
o n!i3infcir^»d or ign^rwi. 


hobert b. sterns 1 

2nd It, USAF 

Personal Affairs Officer 


rgJt^U*. „ . 



.’.r. Cbertcne 




Ijf to 



' i 


i 

; 


O&ca* &jpa* W*rdt 

* viaJi to os§?®»w{ tgr sfcssfj* regret i3u.i it rspiy to yew* 
letbar of *C4iU>iWq? £6> lv£5 boa U&an so lee® &£ 4 y«d* ■ Xoor 
lottar «rrxva& while I mi s attend ir& Vm ik&&v& Cosiifcr&Ma and* ■ 
titcutfx s^aitfiaraUvo lasds&rtefica, hoa just fe&oa to 

i^gr nVitfftifcicai* 

'Htir® hevo feeea- ft &og£m of cos.«afidJseUc3» batvaon oar 
iiad the ^ovlai (kmamieuit do cjj «£&rt to obtain 
iMzrjatUn xawsmii&g . t£o Jfeto o£ tfea «rev of tfe» halted states. 
*lrc*acft &*&o f iviaidt.wai'-^bot &ws* *y-:-fi«EUfc aircraft an - • - 
*dJT sv # XSS2U 2fe»£ttb3*et uto totoa .oo osally iodaeoiit. 

apgiQfr Steinrigr foreigo t^ciiitky hairdo ty e Waited £$**•#■- 
uon^oflEau *&* w *i*d*^ <30 . 

X$55 we 13b» idth tb» Swdot .^wosw^ ood te-^fv 

* roxmi ai?lemtta ooto r*gaat»i tt»* eoforspooi to retdo* .. 
«11 the ix*dfexwiilaa aw lM a Tsdtb * rtefto 

SoveraafflBt concsrsdaftfcft J&tfr *T tSwaNK-tf tfci# lost tdraaftfrU'i 
cut. ^eoGster^ ttoxt 

ixwt&*» fc«d Imtfsfc to Xi^m dg & u rart doo oonownl r tf 
the of fcfeo csw* 

X wish that X scald bo sera «&&Utf^giag» . X eon &*fiuro ^oa« •• 
fcevovor, tfcfefc wa uUi .tetaoomy jmmjbw* wwidi &i$*t sww&t do . '• 
obtolxing tn£tere»tUo coacctrnL^ year imatsusd tb* other - 
ssrow -t^^apeu X gfet fcXX ir»gcTO you gbculd thar® ho oigr ^vaXcjBsojsfio. : ' 

in thio suiter* 

iiiiceroXy ;ourd. 


Kxv * Jv&a s* 



»i£ltor J. £teoaflol» Jr* 
Cfxtcor da CLarjje, 
0£iU ^Xfairs 


: :.r. K.C, Obortono 

Cl. G uilty Branch, Hq. DBA? 


CC 




X/ , 


iXS ... 




1 'ST* i^LIliU .^4 



I ba^ ms* totter of 5 &vc«ii«jr X? # 2 <£5 i* wfci«&. ?i»: : '^’ 

U a£vlz+& V&.&92GSU&& bm *«eei 3 te$\i»r iEtwMi&M'&m 

tbu i«viat Cxmsri&tmt tcIaUto to &h> wtog^ fr a nt* car ffc jor toaicrtnaa - 


t». yec* co&rc&raatle* wlt&^oUag 5 «vJ.#* EcaretoJ^X.’: 

' * * <1 H t jn 2* V.- 1 "\i<*«-*»'4 «*.*» 1 Ae* ^»rjn«A V«i» a1 oa .4 M..n<o.^, I O lit* ,' 


XUa-wir Wlieeiw ^arin lost £ia@b«W > X«a &lra lav^Uo If r 
^cratce* car .^ca U:Jk-rw^iloc t it iwofclG i>e la Marcus* fur «cr Qwrosr aa«fc# 
tc z&ik* <* jufwr jfcwaa 4^iswwmt*Uoi* to ta* iiavtwt CwAttrerot i» tttUr * 

J : . »{t *1 



Zvf&rZ&st- tern sort rac^ivod &ty U\Jfa&*itico i'sm U» ••- ;‘,*X- ; ' i 

:ia ■ ! &isi j r*£fc 2 d mIx*?* sail* «£*U&$ viifc *'r # iSssrln* ? :b®r • ' .tfv 

~^zt?Uset&. ttfltevta xiiai it usaX3 to dastre&U* to tits »qrvt&t ,/'.f ' : -^# 

Ottfesnast sKiia iu *u* w«tiiaiij« cifort to fc&Ws. ia^b3*»Uta^iWfto.^;,-, 
w:i.S&£ £-.*j.s;nr ?a*fi>ia tx4 sttor teHto?*. of th® craw cf tto 8£A*\3-jJ& -:WX' / ~j£- 
aircraft. v-it&b umj ~Ja>i fights pltt ®»6 $* 

siv.<xu * on »iuiy £9* X9&U-- It tc ©oatcaylatii^ ttofc e«*tt &n aj,^^uoavulil. 

53 ® ixi fc&* 5 W*-i fc ***»»*♦ '' :V; ''v : - ; f!>f^ 


-XaasaruOy ycaj* t 


Vtawrica Hi, i.ortaa 


■ ■• X. - ; > $ 


;v;-H: :5 


*ta r^scyabia 

;Uiritk’ *T. HUUfits f 

Xus* of r: ^x4iii«i5a , UT^* 


Cc#y to* U 


aSlDiransVif"- SS /r -?/*5 
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THli 1J ICI* AHI'MllXT OF STATU, WASHINGTON. 


December. 



ref Embassy Uoto Ho. 381, Deoember 7* 1955 


4 : p 

h-.ir Ucjil. 

ACTION 

£0/175 

DEPT. 

7ifo/72-Z 0/./- 7 J- Z. 

— 

j l Only 

- REC r D . 1 

/— 

IK OTHER 

|° u/j- 7 ^ 



subject : Soviet Ministry of Foreign Affairs Note Ho. X29/0SA 


There follows a translation of Soviet Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs note No. 129/03A: \ 

"No* 129/OSA \ 

• \ 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics presents its compliments 
to the Embassy of the United States of America end 
in connection with Embassy note Ho. 361 of December 7 
this year has the honor to state that according to 
renewed Inquiries conducted by the Ministry, Soviet 
authorities have no information concerning the 
bers of the crew of the American air oraf « ■ 

. Moscow, December 26, 1955 


To the Embassy of the 

United States of America 
in Moscow. “ 


For the Ambassador: 


Enclosure! 


John C. Guthrie 
First Secretary of Embassy 


Russian text of Soviet Note Ho. 129/OSA 




JCGuthrie 1 pa 


, / 
::~rf 
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visional illes or destroy hi ,uTiinlmn:c wIlli i.ccuriiy regulations. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


IMORANDUM FOR DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, PERSONNEL 
J EJECT: Finding o f Death, SR3JD Case #543 (29 July 1953) 

FACTS 


1. a. Pursuant to the provisions of the ''Missing Persons Act," 
tne following personnel were continued in a missing status at the ex- 
j,iration of their 12 months’ period of absence. Circumstances and the 
lapse of more than 27 months since the missing incident occurred now 
warrants a reconsideration of their status purauaj 
cue Act. 

Major Francisco J. Tejeda 
Captain itobert E. Stalnaker 
Captain John C. V. T ard 
Captain Edmund J. Czyz 
Captain Lloyd C. Wiggins 
Captain Frank E. Beyer 
Captain Warren J. Sanderson 
Staff Sergeant Donald V/. Gabree 
Staff Sergeant Donald G. Hill 
Airman First Class Roland E. Goulet 
Airman Second Class Earl W. Radlein, Jr. 

Airman Second Class Charles* J. Russell, 

Airman Second Class James E. Woods 

b. Of the four additional members of this crew, the remains 
of Captain Stanley K. O' Kelley, AO 776 002, and Master Sergeant Francis 
L. Brown, AF 19 053 497 > were recovered along the coast of Japan; Cap- 
tain John E. Roche, AO 2 029 268, was rescued and returned to military 
control and Captain James G. Keith, AO 2 092 926, has been determined 
v.ead under the provisions of Section 9 > of the Missing Persons Act. 
Therefore, their status is not being considered herein. 

2. a. Circumstances : The above listed personnel comprised the 

crew of an RB-50 aircraft which departed Yokota Air Base, Japan, at 
0307, 29 July 195 3 ) to perform a routine navigational training mission 
over the Sea of Japan. Approximately 40 miles east of the Siberian 
coast, the RB-50 was attacked from the rear, without warning, by MIG-15 
type aircraft. Immediately a state of emergency was declared and fol- 
lowing a second attack by the fighters, which extensively damaged the 
A3- 50, visual and audio signals were given to abandon the aircraft. 
Later that afternoon search efforts located a group of four survivors 
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Memo for DCS/P, subj: Finding of Death, 3R&D Case y$43 (29 Jui. 53) 

to' 1 he U fi her 3lshted within a radius of a mile, and a half what appeared 
li f wreckage and survivors in two additional groups .An A- 3 

lio rait was dropped, but, due to the closing fog and darkness sur- 

wera nat « board the raft. Observations were Jso'm^ of 

twelve unidentified small surface craft, presumably Russian, in the area 

appeared to be headin S toward the location where wreckage ’ 
and possible survivors had been sighted. At 0^0, 30 July 1953. a United 

Su ai„T> r S r\ l0Cated the A - 3 life raft and’re S cued y iis occup^t! 
Sve^H ^ R ° Che ' N ° further leads QS to the fate of the crew were 
iTw P y organized search and it was suspended 31 July 1953, when 
it became apparent that further efforts would be unavailing. 

the accirtsl ? batements ° r Captain Roche reveal that on the morning of 
tne accident, uhe water was smooth, but became extremely rough with roll- 
ing waves by the time the A-3 life raft was dropped, ^he Xr tem^r^ 

raft h“ a° “ 60 d ? SrSe3 ^ eahelt and, by the time he reached™ 
rfa-rn-% n r e * trealel i' 111 from cramps and from swallowing salt water. 

P “ Roahe has 110 other information pertinent to the fate of the crew 
members under consideration in. this review. 

C * August 1953^ the United States Department of State is- 

££ V 3 tL leS ° f Pr °" 6StS the &Viet Government con“^ the sh^tS 
ci^dinl h aircrul 4111(1 requested them to undertake an investigation r^ 
reuresentat ' Survlvln ® “embers of this crew. The Soviet response^ t.h aqa 

^ivors or h r 3 f that the 3 ° Vlet Overman picked up any sur- 

Ivors or haa any iinowledge of their whereabouts. 

. . ^ expiration of the 12 months' period of absence of the 

aoove listed personnel, a review of their missing status w^" they 
were continued missing on the basis that survivors were observed and thaj 
P ° S3lbllit ^ that ^ ^en rescued by"he “ 

era t. Hie denials of the Russian Government of any knowledge of 
members of this aircraft were considered iZf“n^t 
that tune to overcome such a possibility. 

^sequent Information : On 9 October 1954, the United States 
Government transmitted its latest note of protest to the Soviet Govern- 
ment concerning the shooting down of the RB-50. In reply, the Soviet Gov 
aolTconce Jl Decamber 1954 a e aln stated that no information was avail- 
basis ?nr the Iate ° f thiS orew or the a ir=raft and that it saw no 

Th- u ierring tne incident to the International Court of Justice 

. Infonca ti°h received from the state Department 
o y do not anticipate submitting a claim to the Court. There 
" ~ ac’.iai'ormation from any source, either official or unofficial, 

todv of^Tforp 6 thSt ^ CreW melnber Ua3 rescued and has been in the cus- 
tooy ox a ioreign country. A recent message received from the Commander, 
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rar nast Air Forces, reveals they have no additional information per- 
taining to the status of the crew of this aircraft. 

DISCUSSION 

4. Although the factors involved and the inf ormation now of record 
concerning the listed crew members of the RB-50 appear unfavorable for 
their continued survival, they are insufficient to conclusively establish 
cheir ultimate fate. These men were previously continued in a missing 
status Decause there was a slight possibility that survivors might have 
oeen rescued by personnel of small foreign surface craft, presumably 
Russian. In view of the lapse of 27 months since these persons became 
missing and the consistent denials of the USSR that they have any knowl- 
edge of the fate and whereabouts of the personnel of this aircraft, this 
possioility may no longer be considered. This premise is substantiated 
by the fact that during the period no word or hint of their being detained 
in a ioreign country has Deen forthcoming, and sufficient time has now 
elapsed for such information to have been received through official or un- 
oixicial channels, if any personnel had survived and were detained. Con- 
sideration of these factors and the initial circumstances of missing lead 
to no other conclusion than that the subject Air Force personnel may no 
longer reasonably be presumed to be living and, under the provisions of 
Public Law 490 , 77th Congress, as amended, a presumptive finding of death 
is now warranted. 

RECOSiMENDATION 

5 * It ‘is recommended that, pursuant to the authority contained in 
Section 5 > Public Law 490 , 77th Congress, as ame nded, official casualty 
reports be issued stating that the missing status of the Air Force per- 
sonnel listed in paragraph la, above, has been terminated by a presump- 
tive xinding of death. Further, that the casualty reports include a 
statement that the presumptive finding was made following a subsequent re- 
view oi all available information and, as provided by and for the purpose 
oi the cited lav, the date of the presumed death has been established as 
15 November 1955 * Death is held to have occurred while in pay and duty 
status, in x’lying pay status, in line of duty and not the result of 
misconduct. 
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igj 

Under the authority delegated by the Secretary of the Air Fo^ce 
to the Deputy Chief of Staff, Personnel, the above recommendation is 
approved. ** 


t o*do::;utid, jh. 

lioutenant G »i irci^ 
chief or st ^- \ 

" * * ^!\-:onnel 


A3- i A**4 Hawaii®# 


.,,->5^ £.»„ Caj?t 

A%J - ; ;0 


MOV 1 6 1955 


.-r. L ,u. Say* &p| Ur. 



.Util2* Ur , £by$&”t 


H 5 * 'yivti ragx«t tfesA X saujt e££ legally .aotify 3 *»* cf til* 
tjisik^&^i *..r tie !=ift6iii#‘. tw&us «tf ^aw Carols fzsi*£K £* atgwv. 

-*r,, air-ca :*s *i*y ;*> tao&Br jfrsacegtfti# fr> us fee titottu 

lai* S«& &$*»««» jm *s#t osh^ W^ a ruii 2% j *iw ©c «&» fact© • 
cireatfawiMiB jpeiriaAclss to tu» status ©f jwr boa at*4 kia a*** 

:^i«drw* A* AUSCtf, Yt^tfriai Z<t$mF VBS i© * iOSVa» . 

ytfc SAistt * re^it© ■ j^shj J ollity ^“^raarwd te «*£&$ .test wv-lww «£* tom 

»ay i&Stf* bttfeA TOttCttCd-fe? seqrfeafcoai viT a s afti l fureiga «mft, ; 

yr^jaasaW# ©^aziKtiaa ■ l».-«fea <M*wu Banwer, tfee BiweE&aattfc'ti£-~ ."v 

tfc« I'xsfflt um ccari*Mttft}? SoaJed fcsriBg say frttawUi3e© ctf tu £&fc« «T cay.:- 1 - 

of tfce. ersv. euri^ tu*. 27 gc&tfefr t&ofc yswwr dost boa tee saisfciag*: a* v - 

ruar Cfir Sa&mitlca b&a feces tMwraA; cr T©calw<s Cms official ^ ©a* - /" 
estuiiai **x±x&i& m.%c& smlb suksiaatteis &i$ j^aifeAXi-tr. ' 

aUst&x- *im fcis it i# ett&g©^\a& t© scram feaA- v -" 

^ crcv istsy.iw.r aurvlvcd usd fees© du%kit^4 i>jr ^ feftritife ©sustry# setter - \ 
v-,ri cf ais fat* voialA .fem« te as© rsadiwd- XKartifcxa, is vktf of la 1 a •'■" 
fcj! tov«er 2? sntn^ ett&Mt -.receipt *-©f *»y l^cttiattoa m*U£ - ; 

«. A5tiati3iSP5L t^frdgyclea cf .gjpuu ^«w f e It cae ©aljr ’. 

^s- s^ugjUcUd, 'tews* h& u# ti© iftc^sr . Vo t» b* silver- . 

%i»^acEMKaUjr^ it bum ^nsesm metmosy uadtor tiiA £tr©*i»toA tba • •• • • 
&awoa& Mt" temiraAa <ftPSl4dii 3o&*ff t * vtoXw fer » 

ifiatos ui' tfe», ^sensei 4efe& t-t dauvtH b*4a^ rewjfdttd ■;: i. 

sts> 1;. wmbftp i^. *^1» i« a» ftwl^anM to fee tfc# «cctuai i? pjnobttbl* r 

<U5us cf 4^u r buu it la ettafeUi&a&vis Ai^b;^s vita tbc cited det fcar-y 
wj&» «Jf' xac? atstl ecitUs^ aetctiAlA* Aa cf^lciel wjcsit-h 

<?r t.u» cJr^ai?* Iju Hi# etuxssai ©as. fessa 1&0&&& by ti»s iUa^rU^at of tfev .Atv - •■ 

« trcC > 

«e really iicv dUtrvecii^; it U ^ r««iw «© little, t o n : : v:: --»- 

^aus. ^lto'Vi tea offer 6©. scca g a s e g of fortfesr gcyticdarti 
I iia w«ut jAsw to ©Abe tfe«t tbs tcnsUstWa of » la mloslca ctatus- will 




.--a it to zs&ro Mi^iut.te ;Uu ila, ‘iuii ^a,> ; «a- 

<urLi*iu v-iu will b*. *6*UXle4 -iapu«u.fcw.ly xr Sdiiitiav^i 

riiiii i* ruvAivea fcia *^r iua agate#** 

■*iK*ii.*- - «hsrt -isaa « SteiKwtia &*rAJjr* c£tte *':tg® sa *hr 2fci*c# 
i «1-*1 t&tti yea. sai» eaf.Jlcttrt? Us £4.'ttpare& t* 

us&l&t jm-* Ia 6&&*&4.ug fcattsuifitfr jLUaM&Jttt a* ttsa rcswit «3T 

uw odf»ti; i v j-oar &ve& &&*» <*&& &£.# Zs* #&$ isifcasr *&$ tAAt to* eift* 



Kasaiy .'iurs^r t?*t this BNicusacgR# tiaaa *s>t li^stset xsa 
?laiis» ‘•caap-t *sr jteapssW; a^sififcfcSqr :ia j&i* bstttt&v3ae£U 


i&m&kilf' JfVJttM* 


k* J* iSMsa 

jf U&‘Jp 

Plsvcwi* i^T v^illt^jr./ 4 urac--**-*. 




^p- 

w jpy to p^iief casualty Brandi 

'’Department of the Ai‘ r Foi 


‘ ... .. ao irP 

In r^uly refer to 


'Oaar J'itjs kaseengex* 

I J^uve received ycur letter of SoptfcBber 17 # 1^55 la vfclch you ■ * 
lustre ua to aotioa baiag tala* to obtain more inforaaticn about the 
iuusb&ra of the crow of ti» Air Fcyco JS-*>0 airplane -which woe shot 
down by Soviet aircraft over the Sea of Japan on July 29, 1953* Xou 
iO£o uah vO Le ad-'/iaad of cur asaeaa; ant of tbo j>caslbillty that the 
crownen in gonaral and Raj or fetocisco J. ^ajodn and Lieutenant Ednuad 
Jf Csya in p&rticulnr ray be reloaded by tho Soviet Co varment now 
that So vio MAaaxicaii. relations up]: oar to ba less tonae. 

Our Ccvomcxont la oonii taring through all iseana at its dlcponol to 
obtain inforrntica about American citiaona vfco cay bo detained In the 
Soviet Union and every lead* no raster lev bkoH, is investigated^ 
i&uever, I regret to inform you that cur investigation baa not thus 
for baon cucceusiUI In UriagiAg to liffht any reliable evidence vhat** 
soever uiiicu vould indloate that aurvivdng labors of tb o B-50 crev 
are L^in^ hsld in the Soviet Union, ilia Scviat Govoxnaent boo 
repeat oily denied any hnoulad^e of t air fate, doing no noet recently, 
in December 1954# 


Sincerely your a. 


ftob^rt 0. Slake 
Noting Officer in Charge 
USSR Affaire 

M&s Ellaubeth +-h sponger, 
ievarott Road, 

ishutesLury* Las ea chut# tts # 

Ctspiaa to: fell 001 C , f t . 

mV *3 

SLT 

L - Lr. Claus 

Chiof CiUiWilty branch - 

Departs ut of tbo Air Forca 


v/P/io 
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STATEMENT OF CAPTAIN JOHN E. ROCHE, AO 2 029 2o8 


First Lieutenant James G. Keith, AO 2 092 926, Navigator, was sitting 
Captain O’ Kelley* a instrument panel and my panel; Forward of me 
ck-’ bomb stabiliser. At the time the wing gave way. Lieutenant Keith 

snapped forward in his seat, the same as I, and he hit into the framework, 
which supports the nose plexiglass. I was jammed to his left, head first 
and to the left of where Lieutenant Keith was lying with his head on the 
window frame and on the right side top of the bomb stabilizer. I finally 
got myself organized and started to climb back to bail out. I looked back 
at Lieutenant Keith and he had not moved, his head was in the same position 
and there was quite a bit of blood, both his and mine, all over the front 
•h« of the nose section. His eyes were open and he Just lay There, glassy- 
eyed; there was no sign of life. I bailed out about 200 or 300 feet above 
the water * I do not believe that, from his position when I bailed out. 
Lieutenant Keith could have got out of the nose section of the airplane be- 
fore it crashed into the water. 

At the time the right wing gave way, X looked at First Lieutenant 
Llyod C. Wiggins, A0 695 999 (desk navigator) and he had on his parachute 
harness (chest type), but he did not have the chute pack attached. I ended 
up in the nose and never saw Lieutenant Wiggins again. Upon reaching the 
hatch during the fall, I looked into his position and he was gone; Master 
Sergeant Francis L. Brown, AF 19 053 497* the flight engineer, was also 
gone and I did not see anyone else again, other than Lieutenant Keith*. , 

From the time the plane was hit until the wing fell off, about 4$ 
seconds elapsed; there was about qO- 45 seconds between the time the win g 
fell off until it crashed into the water. When the wing dr op pe d jjoBf, it 
hit the rear of the fuselage and pitched the nose up. The whole aircraft 
was on fire - there was a flash fire in the nose section when the wing 
broke loose. The engines had snapped off, the nose broke off, the right 
wing gave way and the tail section was by itself; the left wing and center 
section was by itself. 

X was by myself in the water for an hour or two and then X located 
Captain O' Kelley. Later on, alter Captain O' Kelley and I got together, 
we heard someone shouting but could not understand who he was polling or 
what he was saying. We yelled back and forth for about 20 minutes and 
then he stopped calling. Due to the fog, which limited visibility to 
about 20 feet, there was no chance of locating whoever it was. My as- 
sumption is that it was Sergeant Brown. The fog started with the moun- 
tains on the land and continued to a distance of about 200 miles out into 
the Sea of Japan, at which time it was broken clouds. 




12 September 1956 


i'OSi kUtjor Harvey C. Uuwicins 


G'jj JIX'T: 


Stata Dopartoant (Kr. Klaus' role in the three air or aft 
cisains ia t bo Sea of Japan). 


1. On 9 September 1966, 
OopirTLioat ’with roxorezio© to 
oraur) uiaain^ 7 October 1962. 


I talked with hr, Klaus of State 
new- information on the Iw29 (SngUflh 


frota our conversation, I leu mad that 3*ia fu*gtion is 
xo-ax in nature - working on the presentation ana submission of 
clunua <*o the International Court of Justine at The Hague, it 
appears both eouftries involved in a dispute must ooaaont 

uo air uioir dispute before nay aotion is token by the Court. 

*?. oaa * °* ***• ^"29 (English orow) missing 7 
Ootocer lu62, the state S* portion t has presented a claim to the 
Ia^ramioaal Court, of Justice. Tho USSH has formally refused 
to go into court in this case. Our claim still is on reoord 
ana sail open for possible future notion along these Hues by 
our o*ato U? par taunt* * * 

r 1 f 0a8 ° 0I " 3B-50 (Tejeda orow) missing 29 

xy 1963, i-r» &laus has prepared a claim for submission to the 
international Court, but notion has boon uucpenriod beoausa the 
iJeparuaont of tin? Air Force does not atmosioa its presentation 
co international Court of Justice, 


... «• ln th * oa9y of the 3*29 (lusch orow) missis- 13 

uuno ISoC, no ol&ia has been prepared by zhv XI*ua, ho report 
ircm tho Department of the Mr Force received that the aircraft 
was uhot down. Informed thfm thut we had a report that on 
1G June 1952 radio Uosoow broadcast that one survivor picked 
up ny & iiucaian vassal about two days before, Hr. Klaus atntod 
no uia not have this information and resisted it be sent to him. 


Haymond c* 0 bartons 



a - 


U5CL&33Z7IA 

saiasr* 

x 

Ht&4 AJMS-02^ 

Lzzzvix ttUiii. ts d^sea&rsteto ca Sacr*^ Uu> italtorisg st^» *r Jatf&tglcatlc^ 
ruy fcteir ki^iaar <a^UfosaftJbCKa (1) FiS^ jut* VO 5i$ 2XS* dt 

30 Jui. $3 ( 2 ) 2 rsa* tog «r S£ 09&J/9 C'CR ex t® jui 53 ( 3 ) jfet mtft. •' 

j; -ec*A ^ mi i» CEB ]*$ BflSB- <5t £££ «&4. 53* 


.;J 

cctfsu? 2Siix;* *A£>~ 




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C, 


■V.‘J !B54 


MEMORANDUM FOR DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, PERSONNEL 

SUBJECT: Report of Death, Determination Case #203 (29 Jul 53) 

FACTS 


1. Pursuant to the provisions of the “Missing Persons Act," con- 
sideration has "been given to the facts and circumstances set forth 
herein in determining the status of First Lieutenant James G* Keith, 

AO 2 092 926, 3^33. Strategic Reconnaissance Squadron, 55th Strategic 
Reconnaissance Wing, who was reported missing on 29 July 1953* over 
the Sea of Japan* 

2. a. Circumstances : Lieutenant Keith was one of two navigators 

of the crew aboard a RB-50 aircraft which departed Yokota Air Base, Japan, 
at 0307 hours, 29 July 1953 > to perform a routine navigational tra ining 
mission over the Sea of Japan* At 0615 hours the aircraft was attacked 
without warning from the rear by MIG-15 aircraft, about kO miles east of 
the Siberian coast. Organized search efforts were successful in rescuing 
only one crew member of this aircraft* The statement of the rescued crew- 
member, Captain John E. Roche, reveals that the aircraft became disabled 
as a result of the fighter attacks and shortly thereafter crashed into the 
sea* An area of burning gas and oil on the surface of the water was thus 
created at the point of impact* 

b* . Subsequent Information : A further statement obtained from 

Captain Roche" on if May 195 revealed that he and First Lieutenant James . 

G. Keith were sitting beside each other in the forward compartment of the 
B-50 at the time of the emergency. The aircraft's wing broke off and ap- 
parently hit the rear of the fuselage causing the forward section to sud- 
denly lunge upward. Lieutenant Keith and Captain Roche were both forcefully 
thrown forward head first and Lieutenant Keith struck his head against the 
window framework of the nose section* With considerable difficulty, Captain 
Roche was able to climb back to the escape hatch and, just before leaving 
the aircraft, observed that Lieutenant Keith had not moved from the position 
into which he had been thrown. His head was covered with blood, his eyes 
were open and glassy and there was no sign that Lieutenant Keith was alive. 
Captain Roche parachuted from an altitude of between 200 and 300 feet above 
the water, a few seconds before the aircraft crashed. It was his opinion 
that there was insufficient time for Lieutenant Keith to have recovered 
sufficiently to get out of the nose section of the B-50 prior to the time 
it crashed into the water. 


DISCUSSION 


3* An examination of the facts and circ ums tances in this case compels 
the conclusion that Lieutenant Keith did not survive the loss of the aircraft 
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'Phis conclusion is based upon a series of circumstances so unfavorable 
as to preclude any reasonable possibility of his survival. The observa- 
tions of the surviving crew member strongly suggest that Lieutenant Keith 
received a fatal injury prior to the crash. However, had he only been 
rendered unconscious from the blow on the head, the experience of the sur- 
vivor establishes that Lieutenant Keith would not have had sufficient time 
to recover and leave the aircraft before it crashed. Further, the crash 
and the resulting fire of floating gas and oil surrounding the point of 
impact were so severe that the likelihood of human survival under such ad- 
verse conditions could not reasonably be considered* In light of the re- 
corded evidence it is conclusively established that Lieutenant Keith died 
on 29 July 1953 > when his aircraft crashed into the Sea of Japan. 

RECOMMENDATIONS - i - ; ' : 

4. a. It is recommended that, pursuant to the authority contained 
in Section 9, Public Law 490, 77th Congress, 7 March 1942, as amended 
(Missing Persons Act), the foregoing information be accepted as an offi- 
cial report of death and that a casualty report be initiated stating that 
James G. Keith, AO 2 092 926, died (Non-battle) on 29 July 1953/ us the 
result cf an aircraft accident in the waters of the Sea of Japan. Death 
occurred while he was in pay and duty status, in line of duty, in flying 
pay status, and was not the result of his own misconduct. Evidence of 
death will be considered to have been received in the Department of the 
Air Force on the date this recommendation is approved. 

b. It is further recommended that the casualty report include 
a statement that, for the purpose of the Missing Persons Act, James G. 
Keith, AO 2 092 926, is held to be- entitled to benefits as a captain from 
13 May 19 5 the date of Special Orders #93/ issued by the Department of 
the Air Force announcing hie promotion, to the date on which evidence of 
death is considered to have been received. Action is being taken by 
Promotions and Separations Division, DCS/P to effect the posthumous pro- 
motion of the above off icer under the provisions of Public Law 680, 77th 
Congress, as amended. 



I Attachment ’■ 

List of Source Material *•:, JJAP 

22 JUN 1954 

Under authority delegated by the Secretary of the Air Force to the 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Personnel, the above recommendations are approved* 

/^^f~30KS 

'Major C>neral, USA? 4 

Ass 4 t Deputy Chief of Staff, Personnel 

7 or and in tr.j n.i-v./ 

2D1YE TT 0*Dr?TNEIjL, J ft. 

Deputy Chi *. £ c.' jono*! 
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cOi 'iQeXit k oou&a 0., 


^ac*/U^/56T55/25 *» 54 


PUT* ailwtA i'if&a '^11*1 XiilB **• 


JUN 2 ” 1954 



Uisir i?r# fcaKi fcxa* iualthj 

It lu with tu* «kk»f*at rs&nrt that I tss&i c^Ulalljr usury you. of 
tte t sftt jd ftfit tco or t&» i toa i ft a *Mm vf your »a, -Tuano a* teiti*, 
v&omi fiurviy*! is nc IcasS^r conftl4Mre& go&slUlo ia li^ht of tte arHoaso 
ovolvoi frca aa ^xoiaalvo rafter of hlo c&sssifcy tte X&j&rtatac of tte . 
vii? ioroa« 


4u»t a<i^»tote4 taa ujffca racalgffc of « 

i-apcrt frcat cicala Jaoa £* Bosfco, tba oaly era* aaoaatewr ftboartt yyor 
ik>a*a aircraft v.ao «aat rooeuod* m$ g tai^aaiaat rrrwwjA& t ha t in XitM 
<aariy saaraic^ boura of *3 July 1353# tb& ii^O \naa f*c-a tte mtr 

vittswt w^arnias h/ ri^tor ty&o eirca&ft a^ggoatobftjy 40 ts&lhi* «**t of . 

Sibortei cca&t* i&srl&& tho fcutawqfaa&t rioter &fcfracfcs» o vi**j of 
Ui® iK>w ma tern off a&d ^^ o x tmto iy wi$u&«: l a fcia r tte *urcmft 
c y faa tw A osd o&ak into .1$*. »** trsa of feurniotf £fc» ooft oil ftt . 

too- point of ,~..J _ . ;1 ; _. . * ./. 

Co^toia u£c&a flatter ravoalai itet j bo oui yowt oca vsm sitting •'• 

bkttiid «*& fcttiar ia tfeo Jtorw&r&'a^^ of tu» aircraft at too tin 

of i4» attack* A* U»a fttrcteo'ft uiug teste off* it ojgaraaUy hit tte 
rc&r of tte rueols&o cnKSi&s the ffesv&ra ossetia* to eufcfceraly aiage jgmtL 
^oth orritt^io voiti loroofully tao Xcrwwr4 teuAff Ixot your sue ay .*“ 
i^»y»4 to haro Ktaffforoi. * fatal io^uory tfoca bis teteAtrcofctte wisukar fsacao* 
uoft of tu» cooo soctioa* oo^!4iTOhl» difficulty^ Cagtaio Bccfca vam 

^clo to clliafe torfx to tco osos^o botot juat teforo learl^ the rabidly 
ikaaoo aOii a^ iso d^M»r9ad that yosr ooa owl tot aomned fzm tha goat> 

t icu into Wiica to ja&i boou txurctfan Socao- tTd± oo alt&« 

t^ia of feotu“a®a iico mi. foot vmar 4 Uut mlniTgaa altltuOo for 

& eua a co oftg ttl ^rs.c^uta ius^« It wna aij c-^latet tU&t^ ovna If lioutooaat 
S&Uta. haul U«so cc&ftclvoo, ttozw vtto khirri^toi tiso lOBhlai^ for ole to 
Uk'so a oc e^ fc i mat tho ai r c ra ft tofera it oraoha4 iato the oco* 

Ccn ald pra ttoa of thooo facto cal ^ciccttcotftnooo coapolo too ntwttaUc 
conclusion tia& ytwa f oda 41*4 ** t£* raoult of mo.otroraft acciim ia 
tho 200 of Japau off that ooMl cf jtthftiift* iccord&agly # vuSm tMm prarUlono 
of i-mjc lav 4$0 # . rrth Ca^s«» # ao- o a Hhate^ g mo a i lot," a f&oftl 

uas oral sft tto a ft&» boon «aOo that im 4iod oa ^ J^Jy ^$3# «al oa flUlolAl 
rajjort ft flo o uaolag hla wxttm Ay 4aaU> tea I^ca iOftuoi lay tfto tegOBt— ftt of 
tte Air Ferco. 


'JSfci vill be* ir.teriyruui to iaaru tfcftfe jisiu* vira :^puiit«4 VUX2& 
lu a asmuj* ta t&» grai* eapiaia 13 ***/ 1>5^* taio prc a nt l^i 

uud »ua jitoiu «£• lasso? tfltefcrrwaV sa uy law* ^aiKiUt aWioiu*l*D «rl- 

iata* u«j i^ssiMf&a a© 4ta& «a*ler t<o t&* 4afce> *af &lft ta^wtlwu Ato?** 
k&a fettea ditcjt&wtti tba£ *«sff sea aiei *&* i& 1-tf 3# I* Sum M; 

.^<Ms»afluy vCi t&i* j^xasotlct;* iws^ttf tlas lu&fl * U*e a a t fig B tfflira 

‘j^vlou* iiaskt ssff tots ita «tf ifc* Ui^ter tfi ll «mam* to tb* la- 

ueasttfift txtm *&& £&to of gtMto w bae 4 a wi that tiia dst*mi- 
sutta* qX u*sta la wa*>. raklic Im &&* TTt& <%&&&** w thorli** v c mtto ^ z 
V^esset las& *a m wtb i&zssGza n&emmsdizl 2v# s bidder $psu&* ufcU* la * 
status* but fet& a &% a atUusraae «oy liwcssss-ia pjr tfu* to sos O a rt l e a * Is 
^wsmn&z vita %&i* 2m* t&* of tbs* &ir Fare* sue goattomemlj 

iii'tsaottoi ycur 4*iu xo tbs grata t>£ ca fl tali fy . . ctflM tew 13 i&icr 13^* Cepte* 
w &rta eaasaftijjsff Uutoa satlcca ora la&Jjwtfrfu 

2 £s eo&rcssO/ aorcy tsa% tMs iafetwaija® aot li^ataa t&» firttMa 
^cur tou. ?ls*a» accept .«/ 4e*sS#at «$?$4&&y la i«u? »afwiWnaB&# 

oJUaaaaly ;rv«ca* • 


<3 Tri£*>1^3 

1. Qf i'i'Cia Or£**a 
2* Cy bur Cntora» 


A* liSfe tfiSat 
Irt^aa&te* Saaexttf* toJf 
blruaus? vf Jvililtasfy r aanw an *! 


INCOMING TELEGRJL. ^Department of uta&J 


Act j Ol 

EUR 

Info 

S3 

0 


OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


FROM: Moscow 

TO: Secretary of State 


Control: 13487 

Rac'd: December 31, 1954 

4 : 53 p . m . 


HO: 


1017, December 31, 11 p.m. 
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PRIORITY ' . ' ‘ 

:'Olluwlng_ is summary of Soviet note number II5/0SA dated 
December 31 regarding shooting down of American B-50 off 
blnerlan coast July 29, 1953. Extract of Soviet report ' 

.-.as attached to note (Embassy telegram 1016., December 31). 

.\ote reiterates that; American bomber first opened fire, that 
encounter took place at latitude 42 degrees 38 minutes 3 
seconds longitude 132 degrees 20 minutes 9 seconds near* 
ooviet island Askold not (repeat not) far from Vladvisto'k 
^na that no information available concerning fate or air- 
plane or crew. Claims in US note of October 9. 1954 
rejected and Soviet Government sees no basis for referring 
question to International Court. • & 

Tote also rejects US assertion that according international 
law territorial waters limited to three nautical miles, ' 
paying L here are not generally recogized norms concerning 
Am tts ^ which are established by littoral states on basis- 
ox national interests and interests international naviga- 
pion, citing that at present more than thirty governments 
?»?« territorial waters limits greater than three miles.. 

3 ^? tes that clai -m that Soviet 12 mile limit in - 
•-r-y l fcu^^ law Ci ° eS not: ( repeat not ) have 

Translation and Russian text being forwarded. 


BOHLEN 

-W3 

..olE: Mr. Stoessel (EE) notified 12/31/6:43 pm JAW. 
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DEFENSE — Colonel Bond 
(for Colonel Springfield) 


In reply refer to 
EE 711.5522/8-2753 


My dear Ur. Brooks* 

Reference is made to your letter of August 27, 

1953 concerning the inoident on July 29, 1953 in which 
an American RB-30 plane was shot down over the Sea of 
Japan hy Soviet aircraft. You ask to be advised of the 
action that has been taken to recover any Amerioan sur- 
vivors who may have been picked up by Soviet authorities, 
and of the results that have been obtained from suoh 
action. 

Ambassador Charles E. Bohlea, acting on the in- 
structions of the Department of State, has made strong 
representations to. the Soviet Government on this 
incident on three occasions. In these representations. 
Ambassador Eohlen ha3 been particularly concerned to do 
everything possible to obtain information on any 
American survivors who may have been rescued by Soviet 
craft operating in the area of the inoident, and to 
secure their immediate .repatriation* 

On July 30, as soon as the Department received 
confirmation that an American plane had been shot down. 
Ambassador Eohlen was instructed to protest in the 
strongest terms the shooting down of this aircraft and 
to demand^ information regarding the survivors presumed 
to bo in Soviet custody and the arrangements being made 
for their repatriation. Ambassador Eohlen saw Soviet 
Deputy Foreign Minister Gromyko on July 31 and delivered 
to him an aide raemoire which carried out the Department's 
instructions referred to above. A copy of a Department 
of State press release containing the text of this aide 
memo Ira is enclosed* “ 


On August 4 


The Honorable 

Overton Brooks, 

House of Representatives, 


- 2 - 


On August 4 Ambassador Bohlen saw Soviet -Foreign 
Uinistor Uolotov specifically on the subject of the 
possibility of survivors having been resoued from the 
American plane. In the face of the Soviet Government’s 
insistence that it had no information whatsoever con- 
cerning any survivors. Ambassador Bohlen urgently re- 
quested that the Soviet Government make a further, 
exhaustive investigation* 

On August 5 Ambassador Bohlen delivered & new note 
to the Soviet Government, reiterating our protest of the 
incident and again requesting the Soviet Government to 
undertake a further investigation regarding any surviv- 
ing members of the Amerioan orew, A copy of a 
Department of State press release containing the text of 
this note is also enclosed. 

I deeply regret to say that the Soviet response to 
all these representations has been a denial that the 
Soviet Government picked up any survivors or has any 
knowledge of their whereabouts, 

Uhfortnatoly this Department, in view of the Soviet 
attitude in this matter, is extremely limited in the 
possibilities of conducting an investigation of the facts 
as to the existence of survivors* The investigation is 
being actively oontinuedi however, to the extent of our 
abilities and with assistance from other agencies of the 
Government. You may be assured that we shall continue 
to do everything possible in behalf of any orew members 
who may have survived, and that any further information 
of interest to the families of the orew members will be 
promptly commuaioated to them, 

Sincaroly yours. 

For the Secretary of St&toi 


Ben H, Drown, Jr, 
Acting Assistant Secretary 


Enclosures j 

Press Release No, 426 
Press Release No, 422 

CCi Defense - Colonel Bond 

(for Colonel Springfield) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
headquarters united states air force 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


MEMORANDUM FOR DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, PERSONNEL L,.; . 

SUBJECT; Continuance of Missing Status Beyond Twelve Months, SR&D Case #543 
(29 July 1953) . ■ y 


FACTS 

1. a. Pursuant to the provisions of the "Missing Persons- Act, " a V 
lull review has been made of the facts and>ircumstances set forth herein 
to determine whether the. missing status -of the following personnel may..-: . 
reasonably be continued after a year 1 s absence, cr terminated by a pre-» m • 
eumptive finding of death: * ,? ' 


Major Francisco J. Tejeda 
Capnain Robert E. Stalnaker 
Captain John C. Ward . 

Captain Edmund J. Czyz. " 

Captain Lloyd C« Wiggins • 

Firsu Lieutenant Frank E. Beyer 
r irst Lieutenant W'orren J, Sanderson 
jjtaif Sergeant Donald W, Gabree 
Staff Sergeant Donald G. Hill - 
Airmail First Class Roland E. Goulet 
■Airman Second Class Earl W. R&dJein, Jr. 
'Airman Second Class Charles J. Russell, Jr. 
--.irman Second Class James. E. Woods,- 


AO 


726 

704 

'AO 


761 

337 

AO 


665 

270 

AO 

2 

072 

656 

AO 


695 

999 

AO 

2 

°93 

296 

A‘0 

2 

O66 

184 

AF 

19 

333 

787 

AF 

19 

353" 

976 

AF 

12 

323 

933 

AF 

14 

370 

732 

AF. 

13 

391 

658 

AF 

24 

^13 

122 


ECM Op • - 
ECM Op 
ECU Op' " 
Radar Op . ; 
Nav i 

ECM Op '* ■ 
ECM Op 
CFC , a ... -vW*; 
ECM Op } if 
Radio. Op '•if' 
ECM Oplv-tf.' 
Tail Gunner 
Left Gunner 


r ■ ■ J?* tne four additional personnel of this crew, the remains of 

Ca^.ain Stanley K. O'Kelley, AO 776 002, and Master Sergeant Francis L. h"' 

t™™’ “p "k 05 inV’ wer | recovered aiong the coast of Japan; Captain" f" 
Jwhn E. Rcche, AO 2 029 268, was rescued and returned to military control 
* aia daiae s O, . Keith, AO 2 092 926, has been determined dead under* 

r , S1 °? 3 , 0 Y Section 9 9 of the Missing Persons Act. Therefore, their 

status is not being considered herein. 

no a * Circumstances; These- persons comprised the crew aboard an ' 

-5° aircrait vhich de P^rted Yokota Air Base, Japan, at 0307 hours., ' : 
ff to perform a, routine navigational training mission over *■ ■ 

° f Japan * At o6l 5 tours the aircraft was attacked from the. rear. ■ 
by MIG_1 5 aircraft at a point approximately 40 miles^F h 
. ie Siberian coast. The statement of. ; the rescued crew member.’ ^ • 
Captain John E. Roche, reveals that-the first ’attack disabled the : number- 
cne engine and an emergency was declared by giving the signal. to prepare 
or bail-out. Shortly thereafter the number two engine was damaged by 
to 6 attack -and signals, both visual, and .audio, were given s- 

to abandon the RB-50., Seconds later, the right wing broke off causing \ 
a violent upward lunge of -the aircraft* s fuselage, followed by its rapid ,• , 
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Memo for DCS/P, subj: 
(29 Jul 53) 


Cont of Mis Status Beyond 12 Months , SR&D Case 


descent. Captain Roche was thrown into the nose section, but was able to 
climb back to the nose wheel escape hatch and parachute at an altitude of 
from 2C0 to 3C0 feet. While making his way back through the forward com- 
partment, ne^did not notice any of the subject persons still in the air- 
craft. ^ Immediately after his parachute opened, he landed in the water.. . 
Later, he located the pilot, Captain O'Kelley. At one time while the- 
two were together, shouting could be heard faintly, but they could not . 
locate or identify the person who was calling. Late that afternoon a 
B-29 dropped a life raft in the area which ; Captain Roche was able to 
reach safely. The raft landed a greater distance from Captain 0‘ Kelley 
and he was unable to reach it. ' ! 


b. Search Efforts When the RB-50 failed to -transmit a radio; 
identification message at the time of its scheduled return over Japan, 
search efforts were immediately initiated. At 1750 hours 29 July 1953,; 
a search and rescue aircraft sighted a group of survivors and dropped a 
-.lie raft. A second group of two or three survivors was sighted approx- 
imately one -half mile east of the ..first group. A third sighting. was ™»rjo 
of aircrait debris and possible additional, survivors 1 mile east of the 
second group. The pilot of the search aircraft further reported twelve 
unidentified small surface craft, in the area, nine of which were he ading 
toward the location where aircraft debris and possible survivors had been 
sighted. At 0400 hours, 30 July 1953> a United States naval vessel accom- 
plished the rescue of Captain Roche. The surface and aerial search wasl./- 
hindered by low hanging cloud formations which obscured large portions;!*’ 
of the search area and was further impeded by radar and communications 
interference. Ho further, evidence., or leads of the fate of the subject 
persons were developed and the .organized search was suspended 31 July t 
1953, when it became apparent . that further efforts would be unavailing. ’ ’ 


c * Subsequent Information : During August 1953,; the United in- 

states Department of: State issued a series of protests to the Soviet 
Government concerning this ■ incident and requested them to undertake an k 
investigation regarding- any^surviving members of this crew. The- Soviet yij 
response to these represent^ions^has . been, an, unsatisfactory denial ihaiic 
the Soviet Government picked' up any . survivors or has any knowledge of : 
their whereabouts. A re cent, report' from the Commander of the Far East,^-' 
Air Forces reveals- that no,. new,;, information has been received concerning 
tne whereabouts or fate, of the subject persons and recommended that (J? 
their status be continued as missing. * • 


, ; . Discussion 


3. Information of' record reveals that the RB-50 was shot down, while 
engaged in a noncornbat mission off the Siberian coast and that an unknown 
number of the crew did survive the accident as revealed by aerial sightings 
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Memo for DCS/P, subj:, Cont of Mis Status Beyond 12 Months, SR2D Case #5^3 
(29 Jul 53) 

li’om our search aircraft. The nature of the' incident and its proximity 
to the coast of Russia present a possibility that some of these sur- 
vivors were rescued by Russian- personnel. This assumption is further 
strengthened by the sighting of small surface craft proceeding toward 
the location of the crash area. 'Although not identified, these vessels 
may oe presumed to be of Russian registry because of their number, size, 
and closeness to Russian territory. Notwithstanding the denial of the 
Russian Government of any knowledge of any surviving crew, member of . thisy- 
aircraft, past experience, has demonstrated that -the USSR, has deliberately 
withheld or distorted information concerning^, the whereabouts or fat^vof .“ 
United Nations personnel who have disappeared- in territory controlled . byy- 
the Communist countries*. . Therefore proof .is developed“.,>u: 

that members of this crew: were- not; rescued and detained, or until -other 
events occur which disclose their non- survival,, the available informs- Yv- 
ticn must be considered insufficient to establish their fate, any 
cliange in their status on this date, may be premature «.nd beyond the ■ 
safe calculated risk of error. 


RECQMMEI^DATION 

k. Pursuant to the authority contained in Section 5, Public Law 
^90> 77th Congress, 7 March 19 ^- 2 , . as amended, and following the manda- 
tory review of all available information on this elate, it is recommended 
that official casualty reports be issued stating that the personnel listed 
in paragraph la, above, will be continued in a missing status following 
the expiration of 12 months* absence, effective 30 July 195^, 


1 Attachment 

List of Source Material 





Grmorni, USAF 

Circe t or of Mil. in nry Personnel 


.2 6 JUL 1954 

Under authority delegated by th$. Secre tary of the Air Force to the 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Personnel, the above recommendation is approved. 




JeHN S. J.{ fLLS 
W/ y . Ass»t D Majo ; USAF 
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Xlou tenant General, USAF 
ChUt ot Stiff, Personnel 


INTERNATIONAL INCIDENT 


B-29 Loss 
13 June 1952 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HQ AFMPC/DPMC 
RANDOLPH AFB TX 78150 





DEPARTMENT OF* THE AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


CASUALTY REPORT 
(NON -BATTLE) 


RF.POPT Of DEATH 

NAME 

BUSCH, Samuel Nathan 


IT Nov 55 

DATE PREPARED 


PLACE Of CASUAL TV 

Departed lokota Air Base, Japan, 
for mission over Sea of Japan 


X i COMPLETE rj 


CORRECTED (Dootroy otl cop* 
i • • of provio w* reporta) 


GRADE 

Major 


SERVICE NUMBER 

AO 733811 


cause or casualty 

Aircraft accident (military) 


ORGANIZATION OF east ASSIGNMENT 

91at Strategic Reco nn aissance Squadron, Med, APO 32S, 
San Francisco, California 


NOME ADORESS PRIOR TC ENTRY |hTO SERVICE (City. County, Stoto) 

Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania 


REPORT ISSUED IH IMPLEMENTATION 
OP PL IOB ONLY i t tes SCjno 


date of casualty 

15 Nov 1955 


CO** ON ENT ANGUS 


IN OESERT I ON STATUS YES CS NO 


race Caucasian 


date of birtm 

17 Jan 1920 


IN FLY PAY STATUS OCT YES i ! NO 


IF PASSENGER, «AS TRAVEL BY MILITARY AIRCRAFT DIRECTED BY COMPETENT ORDERS CD YES O NO 


kin Mrs . Ruth Busch, wife. 


AERONAUTICAL RATING 

Senior Pilot 


PRINCIPAL (PI AND ALTERNATE I A) BENEFICIARIES FOR « MONTHS* GRATUITY DESIGNATED ON DATE (Curtomi 
00 FORM »J (In mwmnt r -or* ia no eurriri n| Spoua* or ollflblo Child) X» Form t3 ) 

Mrs. Leah Buech, mother. 

— May 52 


POSITION (if Crow or) 

Aircraft Commander 

O ATC ENTRY (Cur ront octivo oorwlco) 

5 Mar 1951 


PRIOR SERVICE 3C YES r~! NO 


as unariott^Jusch, slater, address same as mother (A) 

DESIGNATED ON OC FORM *3 AS BENEFICIARIES UNDER PART I, PL *S ( Pr inc J po t -P, Cont Infant -C ) 


PRIOR SERVICE NUMBER (SI 


12 °H23i 


None 

OTHER RELATIVES OF RECORD » REMARKS 

Michael F. Busch, son, address same as wife 
Mr. Adolph Busch, father, address same as mother 

*FPfDING OF DEATH OF MISSING PERSON: 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5 of the Act of 7 March 1942, PL 490, 77th Congress 
as amended, and upon direction and delegation by the Secretary of the Air Force, the Deputy 
Chief of Staff, Personnel finds subject person to be dead. He was officially reported as 
missing as of 13 June 1952* For the purposes stated in said Act, death is presumed to have 
occurred on 15 November 1955. 


In line of duty — not misconduct 


REPORT NUMBER 3476 

distribution ORMF 


BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 


7 

R. HAMILTON 


Major, USAF 

Asst Chief, Casualty Branch 


AfHO „'£\, 


0-629 PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM MAY fit USED. 
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SAF 1 LI/MAJ Labell/dbl/57378/15 Sep 75/MONSERRAT* 


SEP 1 6 1575 

De^r Senator Schveikor: 

£anilioa S o^ 3 ef"^°^ to you f rcco "t letter in behalf of the 
^Major X B< '*"??***' ^ (accessed) , 

■the disappearance of barceont Monserrat and Major Busch. 

r _„, ,? ho and concern of the Bunch and Monserrat 

si^e ^ re-^ v-er^'r^f 3 “«*«*tnndablc, particularly 
)-™t f^iv rr ' * r -' >c - ,v - red ' - however?, the families v-re 

Ifl 1 fhfoiy.cd oi all known circumstances from the t£L 
t f e alnaen were reported missing cn June 13 iqo .^.Ti 
change in their status was; made on Mover-her'l^ l'^^ Al? 
subsequently available information requested was provided. 

r Jt.*uaxy 1375 , with the rccuost from m r~ 

ration Fhilafiei ^ Revs , wh^sought^nfor- 

r-ation of -ergaant honserrat, considerable research ‘'as h B p„ 

• irci-'^t ^ t! '^ C Sa3e * Thia includes research into other 
occurred during the Korean War. In th?« 

has in't^ c " lCr “ has Pyovided all the infomwtion'It ' 

■ S.-S. 

-through your ofzz.ee they wore provided conies of the finding 
of aeath issued by the Department of the Air Force; copies ' 
af ter^evi^winr 0 ” ^ hCy - r 'Rested were subsequently provided 
rido to re-iv ^o‘''^?: ^ sch « «cord, and every c-ffcrt was . 

. t ' lY . *— r;ir inquiries. It appears fron the 

rot accent P th- Q inf- thC ^ July 12 ' 1575 ' letter that they do 
are rot evil? o^‘' provided*.. In this respect, we 

scopcofoperatio; Wtion. outsido tha A1 ^ Force 


CMn.K2 __ 

^&VVC /DPMC2 


r 



If the Monserrat and Busch families are interested in 
information beyond that which has already been established 
in this case and information outside our authority and 
responsibility, we suqqcat they be encouraged to research 
tlio Congressional Records from 1953 through the late 1960's 
for hearings on tho cessation of hostilities in Korea apd 
information on the meetings of the Military Armistice 
Commission at Panmun jon, Korea. Information on the subject 
of prisoners of war (FGHs) would also be covered. 

/ Every piece of paper gathered and/or initiated while a 
member is carried in a missing stat us i s not inciuced. in the 
individual master personnel records. After a military 
member 1 3 status is changed to deceased and all assistance to 
the next of kin is completed (over an indefinite period of 
time) , the missing record i3 screened and only pertinent * 
documents which summarize the case and copies of correspond- 
ence to and from the next of kin are maintained for file o.n 
the member 1 3 master personnel record^ 

C_ During the Korean conflict, it was Air Force policy to 
file correspondence initiated within the Casualty Branch, 
seeking additional inf onoation , such as the letters sent to 
Mr. Koski, Mr. Hand, and Mr. Combs, in a file known as the 
Supplemental Missing Report. This file was established by.- 
the date of the incident and included the names of all mem- 
bers involved in the same incident. It was used to collect 
data on the incident rather than on an individual basis and 
contained any classified information on a particular inci- 
dent, search and rescue efforts, results thereof, statements 
from witnesses and debriefing reports, if any. , This — £ 
vraE maintained in the Casualt y Br anch for ten years after 
t he status was "change d^t o d eceased , then ciestroyed in ac- 
cordance with established file dis position procedures. 
Therefore^ it is not possible for the Air Force at tills time 
to fully answer many questions that have been or may be 
asked, without the supporting documents that were maintained 
in the Supplemental Missing Report. , However , it can be 
assured that had any information been received which would 
have changed the facts at the time the presumptive finding 
of death was made, the next of kin would have been advised 
and the Information included in the master personnel records ./ 
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. .t 111 f' 58 * 1 ? 1186 to , thc specific questions of Mr. Monaorrat 
ujiq Hr. eusch, tiie following is flubnittcnl j 

Xteias 1 and 2. Hr. Monserrat and Mr. Busch are ap- 
parently assuming follow-up action should have been taken, 
it cannot be confirmed or denied that any such action was 
taken wit. *out ^access to the destroyed supplemental missing 
report and information contained therein. In an effort to 
obtain more information, intelligence personnel were contacted 
no? o" Yr 1 ■ 0F ' O e Wlth fSr * Koski. Mr. Koski stated he could 
any further inxorrr^tion other than that contained 
in his letter or January 26, 1956. It is believed ar.v 
information ;irs. Combs could possibly provide would be 
hearsay and could neither be confirmed nor denied; therefore, 
iihe was not contacted. 

Item 3. Debriefing, reports are marie in confidence 
and are not placed in the master personnel records. Confi- 
dentiality of personnel debriefings is maintained because it 
neips surface all the information an involved serviceman 
witnesses. It is a protection to the individual who is 
teing aabne.ed so that he may be free to divulge all he 
knows . The debriefing report would have been placed in the 
wUpplcEier.tal Missing Report and destroyed at the end of the 
ten-year period. t 

Items 4, 5, and 6. The documents and information 
requested must be referred to the referenced agencies for 
reply. The Air Force office of Special Investigations does 
not have information in their files pertainincr to this 
subject. 


, Item 7. The Murphy '!to to states its purpose, and 

item G of cur Kay 13, 1975, letter further elaborates on 
r 1 , j statin V ! ,#r * ne re P° r bs that /’nericans were being de- 
tamed in Russia presented the possibility that some could 
ly be members from this D-29 aircraft and our govern- 
ment questioned th»3 USSR in that regard." This is the third 
tine^ the second part of this question has been addressed to 
the ^ir lorcej our first was in reply to a letter submitted 
by »*s. Canpisi and stated: "The Soviet Government roolied 

on 13 August 1956 and categorically denied holding any 
Unitcu states Military personnel." The next time, wo 
phrased our reply in this manner: "On 13 August 1956, the 

soviet government replied to our 16 July 1956 note and 
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stated that a careful investigation revealed no American 
citizens iron the American Air Force, or Naval Air Force 
were on Soviet territory. 1 It is believed that because the 
Chinese questioned some of the repatriates concerning Major 
iiusch, there was an indication that he or other crew members 
were being held by them* Although Mr* Honnerrat and Mr* 

Busch may feel it v/as an indication, there was no proof. 

Item 8. The question posed to us read: "Noble, 
was he C. I* A.?" Our reply states, *'We do not have a de- 
tailed ansv/er available on John K. Noble. \ 7 & hopo to have 
that for you in the near future, as vo are attempting to 
locate official information on him.** The Air Force does not :i 
have in its possession any statements from 7lr. Noble, nor 
was a promise made to forward any statements. Wg have been 
advised that he v r as an American citizen (civilian) living 
with his family in Dresden, Germany, in 1945, when ho was 
locally interned by the Germans* After Russian troops 
occupied Dresden, they took him to Russia. He has written 
two books which may be of interest, entitled r: I VJas a Slave 
in Russia 0 and "I Found God in Soviet Russia.” Both books 
were published by Cicero Bible Press, 2301 Roosevelt, Broadview, 
Illinois. 

Items 9, 10, and 11. Since no information was pro- 
vided to the Air Force as a result of Mr. Facteau and Mar. 
Downey's debriefings, there is no reason to believe they 
possessed information on any of our personnel. We suggest 
the questions be referred to the Department of State. 

Item 12* Evaluation of the Mr « Monserrat's picture 
would be of little value at this time. Hven if referred to 
photo experts, Mr. Monserrat would have to provide more 
information , i.e, where and when the picture was taken, how 
ho obtained it, and his rationale for believing the individual 
to be his brother. 

Our government has not forgotten or written off the men 
v/ho were declared ‘killed in action after having been in a 
missing status. The Air Force and our government have 
always attempted to determine as accurately as possible what 
actually happens to a missing member. After repatriation of 
PCV7s and assembling all known facts, each case is individually 
reviewed to determine if a missing member should bo continued 
in that status. After careful consideration, often the only 
realistic conclusion one can reach is that the missing 
member can no longer reasonably be presumed living. However, 
we understand the difficulty for the missing member's next 
of kin to accept the presumption of death without positive 
‘proof* 
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To the boot of our knowledge, ve have provided all in— 
formation in our possession on. this case. There is nothing 
more the Air Force can do to change the attendant facts and 
circumstances, ; i • •••• d 


We understand your continued concern in the Monserrat 
and Busoh families and trust' this in formation --is- helpfirl'. 

Sincerely, 

: ■ - ; • ■ i * - . „ 

. .r.0KALDJ. S::M2FA. Colc^i; USA? 

■ • * . i Conpresaicnai'. iur, i c io a 

Office jafL^-iativo Liaison 


/attachment consti Corres 
Honorable Richard S. Schweiker 
United States Senate 
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SAF/LL: MaJ Labell SSgt Miguel V/. tfonserrat AFMPC/DPiiCA/ 

MaJ Samuel N. Busch, Deed LC Kurphy/bp/ 

3727/D Sep 75 

1. Deference is made to correspondence dated 31 duly 
1975 to Major General Maglione from Senator SchweiUer in 
behalf of his constituents. Hr. George Busch and Kr. John 
Monser rat. (Your Special Instructions, 3 Sep 75> also 
refers ) . 

2. The queries arc again addressed in the order listed. 

a. Reference Paragraph 2b (page 2), It is our 
understanding that during the meeting on 6 February 1975 
in the Senate Office Building with members of Senator 
Schweiker's staff present. Air Force representatives 
advised these members and the families involved that 
Sergeant F.cnserrat * s records were destroyed in the fire 
that occurred in the storage area of the Rational Personnel 
Records Center, St* hauls, Missouri. Also, reference 

is made to this in the last paragraph on page 5 of our 
letter erroneously dated 13 Hey 197*1 > (written 13 May 
1975) copies of which were provided SAF/LL and the Senator. 

b. Paragraph 2b (page 3) - We do not have access 

to the 1S53 through the late 1960s Congressional Records. 

We do know Congressional Hearings were held during that 
period and that they may be of interest to the constituents. 



/ 


In this regard, we simply support and concur with 
paragraph 2 of Senator Schwelker's 30 July 1975 letter 
to isajor Silverbuah, in which ha indicates he asked the 
families to do cone additional research on their own. 

c. Paragraph 3 (Items H, 5, and 6j - We cannot 
reply to Item 5 oven though it is an Air Ioice jespoi... 

The constituents state they would like to see the 
^ integrated files of the OSI. CIC, and CIO. Under the 
" Freedom of Information Act the custodian of such rccoras 
(if they in fact exist) has the authority to grant or 
deny access to the files. Therefore, we again suggest 
you refer this query to the OSI. However, the OSI, 
a3 we understand it, administers centrally directed 
programs, including criminal, procurement fraud, and 
loyalty investigations. The type of counterintelligence 
programs handled by the OSI includes counterespionage, 
investigation of possible acts of espionage upon a US 
installation, treason, sedition, disloyalty, sabotage, 
subversion or penetration of installation. It coordinates 
counterintelligence activities but not the type of 
activity involving this crew in question, who disappeared 
while engaged in a noncombat miasion over the Sea of 
Japan in 1952. 

d. Paragraph 3 (Item 7) - The answer to Uhls question 
was first replied to in paragraph 2d of CAP/LL suspense 



dated 8 January 1975 submitted by Gloria Campisi on behalf 

of the Honserrat family. (Also see page 3, paragraph 2 

of SAB/LL 15 January 1975 letter to Senator Schwelker . ) 

As a result of "tjie 15 January 1975 letter, Mr. Busch 

\ 

and Mr. Monger rat prepared a questionnaire and the 

\ / 

question is implied in items 6, 10, and 16 (copy attached). 

10, page 2 of our 13 May 1975 letter contains the 
second reply, and paragraph 2, page 7, again summarizes 
the reply from the Soviet Government. 

e. Paragraph 3, (Item 8) - The question v/as poned 
in item 5 of the same questionnaire by both constituents. 

f. Paragraph 3 (Item 8) - The referenced questionnaire 
indicates to us the families are seeking information on 
Russia and feel that secrecy surrounds Mr. John H. Noble. 

Ne felt that the books would be educational on the treat- 
ment of prisoners by Russia and at the same time distill 
some of the secrecy they feel surrounds Mr.. Noble. The 
book entitled, I Was a Slave In Russia tells that he was 

21 years of ago when he was taken prisoner in 19^5 by the 
Russians. His father was taken prisoner at the same time 
but later released. That his parents were German born, 
but naturalized American citizens/ He had a brother 
born in Switzerland who was also a naturalized American 



citizen. lie and his brother worked for their father 
who owned or managed a camera factory in Dresden, Germany, 
and that all four of them lived together in Dresden at 
the time. It reveals the limited number of Americans 
he actually saw in captivity and what happened to each. 

In addition, it reveals alleged information concerning 
other Americans being held captive, but none of_vh';n 
he actually saw or learned their names. He heard 
eight American flyers were being held. It was after 
his release that the US sent the note to the Soviet 
Union. Therefore, the reader can assume that he was one 
of the persons referred to in the note v:ho heard there 
were Americans in dententian in the Soviet Union. We do 
not have a copy of the book, I Pound God In Soviet Russia 
but assumed it would be informative to anyone showing an 
interest in its author; in short, the families inquired 
about Mr. Hoble, but in our reply we stated we do not 
have any information on this man. 'We simply suggest to 
read his biographical books in order to better understand 
the man and his life. 

g. Paragraph 3 (Item 12 ) - We did not intend to have 
the picture evaluated because we did not 'want to encourage 


further futile correspondence. O^r experience with 
unidentified photos reveals that this course of action 
solves nothing, as even the best of photographic analysts 
never really commit themselves fully unless they can 
positively identify at least eight points of comparison. 

If the photo is of poor quality, as we suspect it is, 
it will only raise more questions than it ansvrers. How- 
ever, if Mr. Monserrat desires to aend the picture to U 3 , 
we will have our photo experts analyse It and provide him 
with any conclusions reached. He should also send a clear 
photograph of his brother for comparison. In addition, 
it would be helpful to know when and where the picfcfcre 
was made, the source from whom lie obtained it, and 
rationale £uch as any identifying features or birth- 
marks for believing the individual is his brother. 

3. To the extent required, this paper has been coordinated 
with all interested DCS/Personncl Staff agencies. No 
further staff coordination is required, 

A. W, GRAT.CH, Colonel, USAF 1 Atch 

Asst for Casualty Matters Questionnaire sub by 

Asst DCS/Personnel for Mil Pers Mr. Konserrat and Busch 
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5 Sep 75 


MEMORANDUM for ; 


department ok the air FORCE 
Washington, D. c. 


SUBJECT: 


urt ; 

AFMPC/DPMCA (RAT'D, TEX) (FAX) 

KON 6 ERHAT, HICUEL W. , SSGTi DOSCU, SAHOBG fflj 


«« .«L“ s c rSie c s“ir i in, “ ity ? for "" d «< i 

HOI 10-20 i«* * Adherence to the provisions of 

given to Wlth Particular attention bei^ 

j n£ the Su «pcnse established above. 

<V) re - iy *»» 

( ) provide a telephone response to Action Officer. 

W retu ™ this memorandum and attachments; 


- MftJ Lahp^j 

Action Otf icor 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 


57378* 

ExCOusio.i 


(Pee attached) 


KA^Pll J. MACL^NE 
Hajor General, USAF 
Director 

Legislative Liaison 


Secro ^ry for Manpower and Reserve * 

ahov/ subject? °Tha Vof fic^- “ nnwer staining to "the 
questions be answered befor/rh that the following 

ordination. betore ch °y Blp n off-on final co- 

(Reteronce your input dated 22 August) 

pertaining to...." 1 ^® the Senator U - Wl11 rccall « the records 
Officer (VO) could not * ? ; ' Cti ° n 
pona^ncc. K J-tieanc^* in inreviouo corres- 


i'osearch the Couqrei!-Ln\ ft-wilies a ire encouraged to 

ia in thecQ^aocuraents hmT fl°? 1<J53 ^^1960? 
a/ 0 aficurr- < hr ^ Of use to these 

p o Wfl in iCorev* . “ ~ th ° e he «r*hgG L-ertain to tllhs and 


Thin i a P& f* 3 Utemd 4, 5, and 6) 
This i*> an Air Force response. 


t^hat about the QSI? 


"The question posed to us read: 


second ‘ barf oi 3 thL te ^stIc’ T h 1B ^ the , third tisa = the 

1E *i ueGt iCu- has been asked} .... - By whoa? 

5. Para 3 (Item 0) 

Question posed by whom? 

interest t^thLi^a^ii^/^ WOuld books be or 

the plctu^f We ‘have noi ^lEit? ' Bo k "e 

ofT/cVand°closo SEL ^ 1 to satisfy the Senator •« 
the answers to ! and for a11 * Hopefully. 

Wo understand the work that CO '? plGte t} 'is case, 

staff. However /To - at h been involved by your 
to resolve this 'matter. 1,aP ° rtnnt t0 d ° * S ™ ch « wo can 
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SAP/LL; MaJ Labe 11 SSgt Miguel W. Monserrat AFMPC/DPMCA/ 

Maj Samuel M. Busch LC Murphy/3727/ 

(Deceased) 22 August 1975 

1. Reference is made to correspondence dated 31 July 1975 
to Major Gen Kagllone from Senator Schweiker in behalf of 
his constituents, Mr. George Busch and Mr. John Monserrat. 

Your suspense: 22 Aug 1975. 

2. Proposed reply: 

a. First, I wish to apologize for the date of 13 May 
197^ stamped on our 13 May 1975 letters to Mr. Busch and 
to Mr. and Mr3. Monserrat. I sincerely regret this adminis- 
trative error. 

b‘, Mr. Busch and Mr. Monberrat's feelings and concern 
for their brothers are understandable, particularly since 
no remains were recovered; therefore, the manner and details 
of their deaths are not known. However, their families were 
kept fully informed of all known circumstances from the time 
their relatives were reported missing on 13 June 1952, until 
a change in their status was made on 15 November 1955, and 
we are confident that subsequently any available information 
requested was provided. Beginning in January 1975, with the 
request from Ms. Gloria Campisl, Philadelphia Daily Hews , 
seeking Information of Staff Sergeant Miguel V/. Monserrat, 
wo have expended more than 200 research hours on this case, 
including research into other incidents which occurred during 



;.. 6 Korean War, In an attempt to satisfy her and all the 
demands of Mr. and Mrs. John Honserrat and Mr. George S. 

Busch. In that regard, the AF has provided all the Informa- 
tion It has in this case. As you will recall, the records 
pertaining to Sergeant Monserrat were destroyed in the fire 
that occurred at the national Personnel Records Center, 

St. Louis, Missouri, several years ago. Nevertheless, on 
6 February 1975, Hr. Monserrat and Mr. Busch reviewed similar 
master personnel records pertaining to Major Bu^eh. Through 
your office they were provided copies of the finding of death 
issued by the Department of the Air Force; subsequently we 
provided copies of correspondence they requested after 
reviewing Major Busch's record, and every effort was made to 
reply to their queries. It appears from the questions posed 
In their 19 July 1975 letter that they do not accept the 
information provided and are seeking material on the history 
of the Korean conflict. In thiB respect they should be 
advised we are not an "all source agency" capable to answer 
questions outside our realm of operation. Unlike a detective 
agency able to meet the Inquisitive demands of any citizen 
with the right fee, we can only respond to issues within our 
authority. In any contingency levied upon the Air Force 
lives may be lost but we take care of our men as best as any 


/ 


Military force is able to do. If the Monserrat and Busch 
families are interested in information beyond that which has 
already been established in this case and information outside 
our realm of authority and responsibility, v/e surest they be 
encouraged to research the Congressional records from 1953 
through the late 1960 s for hearings on the cessation of 
hostilities in Korea and information on the meetings of the 
r'ilitary Armistice Commission at Panmunjon, Korea. There 
is an old English proverb which states: "A fool may a 3 k 

more questions in an hour than a wise man can ansv:er in 
seven years .' 1 To the best of our knowledge, we have provided 
all Information in our possession on this case at this time, 
23 years after the incident. 

c. To aid your constituents in understanding that we 
have exhausted our sources and ability to reply to their 
q u^rles , ^we will briefly explain our files and information 
contained therein. Every scrap of paper gathered and/or 
initiated v/hile a member I s c arried in a missing status is 
nor included in the individual master personnel records. 

After a military member's status i 3 changed to deceased, and 
all assistance to the next of kin is completed (over an 
indefinite period of time), the missing record is screened 
and only pertinent documents which summarize the case and 
copies of correspondence to and from the next of kin are 
maintained for file in the memoer's master personnel record. 
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During the period of the Korean conflict it was Air Force 
policy to file correspondence initiated within the Casualty 
Branch, seeking additional information, such as the letters 
sent to -Mr. Koskl, Mr* Hand, and Mr. Combs, in a file known 
as the Supplemental Missing Report. This waa established 

by the date of the incident and included the names of all 
members involved in the same incident. It was used^to coy.ect 
data on the incident rather than on an individual basis, and 
contained any classified information on a particular incident, 
search and rescue efforts, results thereof, statements from 
v;itnesse3 and debriefing reports, if any. This flle^wa s 
maintained In the Casualty Branch for 10 years after the 
. 3 _t at u.a^as _^hangeji tp_ deceased, th en destroyed in accordance 
with e a t ab lished_di s p03l t ionjof files ^procedure. Therefore , 
it is impossible for us, at this late date, to fully answer 
many if not all questions that either have been or may be 
asked, without the supporting documents that were maintained 
in the Supplemental Missing Report. However, we can assure 
you that had any information been received which would have 
changed the facts at the time the Presumptive Finding of 
Death was made, their next of kin would have been advised and 
the information included in the master personnel recor ds 
3. To the best of our ability, we are responding to the 
questions in the same sequence provided in the 19 July 1975 



Items 1 and 2. I would like to point out that 
Mr. Monserrat and Mr. Busch are apparently assuming follow-up 
action should have been taken and was not. We cannot con- 
firm or deny that any follow-up action was taken without 
access to the destroyed Supplemental Missing Report and 
information contained therein. In an effort to obtain more 
information we contacted our intelligence personnel, who in 
turn spoke with Mr. Koskl. Mr. Koski stated he could not 
provide any further information to that contained in his 
letter of 26 January 1956. We feel, and are sure you will 
agree, that any information Mrs. Combs could possibly pro- 
vide would be hearsay and could neither be confirmed nor 
denied, therefore, we did not contact her. 

Item 3. Debriefing reports are made in confidence and 
are not placed in the master personnel records. Confi- 
dentiality of personal debriefings is maintained because it 
helps to surface all the information an involved serviceman 
witnesses. It f s a protection, to the individual who is being 
debriefed so that he may be free to divulge all he knows. 

The debriefing report would have been placed in the Supple- 
mental Missing Report and destroyed at the end of the 
10-year period. 

Item3 A, 5, and 6. The documents and information 
requested in these items will have to be referred to the 
, referenced agenclos for reply. 


5 



Items 7 and 8. The Murphy Note states its purpose, and 
Item 8 of our 13 May 1975 letter further elaborates on this 
by stating: "The reports that Americans were being detained 

in hussia presented the possibility that some could possibly 
be members from this B-29 aircraft and our government • 
questioned the USSR in that regard." This is the third 
time the second part of this question has been asked; our 
first reply stated: "The Soviet Government replied on 

13 August 1956 and categorically denied holding any United 
States Military personnel." The next time we phrased our 
reply in this manner: "On 13 August 1956, the Soviet 

government replied to our 16 July 1956 note and stated that 
a careful investigation revealed no American citizens from 
the American Air Force, or Naval Air Force were on Soviet 
territory." The question posed in 7 A is answered in 7 above, 
and the statement made by Mr* Monserrat and Mr. Busch may 
feel it was a matter of opinion. We do not feel that 
because the Chinese questioned some of the repatriates con- 
cerning Major Busch that it was an indication that he or 
any of the other crew members were being held by them, and 
even though Mr. Monserrat and Mr. Busch may feel it was an 
indication, there was no proof. Surely, the writers cannot 
object to our government's efforts to live up to its promise 
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of not leaving any atone unturned In seeking Information 
as to the ultimate fate of our missing personnel. This 
answer also applies to 7B. 

Item 8. The question posed to us read: "Noble, was 

he C. I. A.?" Our reply states, n Ve do not have a 
detailed answer available on John R. Noble. V/e hope to 
have that for you in the near future, as we are attempting 
to locate official information on him," We do not have 
in our possession any statements from Noble, nor did we 
promise to forward any statements. We have been adviced 
that he was an American citizen (civilian) living with his 
family in Dresden, Germany, in 19^5 when he was locally 
interned by the Germans. After Russian troops, occupied 
Dresden, they took him to Russia. He has written two 
books which may be of interest to the constituents. They 
are titled, I Was a Slave in Russia , and I Found God in 
Russia ; both books were published by Cicero Bible 
Press, 2301 Roosevelt, Broadview, Illinois. 

Items 9 t 10, and 11. Since no information was provided 
to us as a result of Facteau and Downey's debriefings, we 
have no reason to believe they possessed Information on any 
of our personnel. This question, together with questions 
10 and 11, perhaps could be pursued better if referred to 
the Department of State. 
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Item 12. our office cannot evaluate the picture that 
Hr. Montserrat claims to show Miguel Monaerrat being marched 
down a Korean street In a group of 20 POW's. Even If 
referred to photo experts. Hr. Monserrat would have to pro- 
vide more Information about the picture, i.e., where and 
when the picture was taken, how he obtained It, and his 
rationale for believing the individual to be his brother. 

' e d ° n0t feel that our government has forgotten or written 
off the men who were declared killed In action after having 
been in a missing status. When dealing with aircrew members 
or passengers flying over vast oceans and at times over 
nos tile continents there have been many cases In the past, 
and more will bo In the future, in which the ultimate fate 
of a crew member cannot be positively determined. A more 
lecent example is that of Representative Hale Boggs and 
crew who disappeared while on a trip over the state of 
Alaska. No wreckage of his aircraft nor remains were ever 
located despite the most extensive search this country 
could provide. The Air Force and our government have always 
attempted to determine, as accurately as possible, what 
actually happened to a missing member. After repatriation 
of prisoners of war and assembling all known facts, each 
case Is Individually reviewed to determlno If a missing 
member should be continued In that status. After careful 



consideration, often the only realistic conclusion one can 
reach is that the missing member can no longer reasonably 

P rea umed to be living. However, it is often very difficult 
lor the missing member's next of kin to accept the presumption 
of death, without positive proof, i.e., remains returned, 
ihis is unfortunate as it leads to years of anguish and 
:ruitles3, unjustified hope which seems to ignite and renew 
itself each time this country faces a situation resembling 
that of the past. 

There is nothing we can do to change the facts involved in 
this case. Due to the passage of time, it is now impossible 
ior us to reconstruct all the 'information and logic used in 
determining that Sgt Monaerrat and MaJ Dusch would not 
return, consequently, they were declared deceased. 

'i . To the extent required, this paper ha 3 been coordinated 
with all interested DCS/Peraonnel staff agencies. No 
further staff coordination is required. 

B *eiba 

A. W. Q HATCH, Colonel, USAP 

Aast for Casualty Matters * 

Asst DCS/Personnel for Mil Pers 
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WARREN G. MAGNUGON. 
JONMC. ITChNlt, MISS, 

JOHN O. PA»TOb», 

"OWWC. BTRO. w VA 
• . k»LX VP. MC««, »»TO. ’ 

MIAt MANipItLQ, MONT 
PXOIMHK. Wd*. 
JOSO-M M. MONTOTA. N. MtX. 
°*»** r ‘ K. INOuTE. HAWAII 
ERNEST p. HOUIN^S. K.C. 

• IACH BATH, | no. 




MILTON R. TO. N.OAN 
ROMAN l_ HMUlM, (,U A 

cuppoao R. cast. n.j. ' 

MIHAM l_ PONG. HAWAII 
EOWAROW. RNOOKl. MA„. 
MARK O. hatpiiuj, orco 
ted •TrvcNi. al-ajaa 

CHARli* MCC uln|M 
R.CNARO ». kCHWCIKKH, PA. 
hlhat .ellmqh. OalA. 


LAWTON CHILE*. T|_A.' 

J. BENNETT JOHNSTON. LA. 
WALTER O. HUDDLESTON. KT. 





^Cretfcil ^S£ct£cs ^Scrtctfc 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
Washington. d.C. 20SIO 


» COUN.4L ANU .Tapp DIRECTOR 


July 30, 1975 


Major £. Silverbush 
AFMPC/DPMSCB 

Randolph AFB, Texas 78140 
Dear Major Silverbush: 


of h *? thank yolJ for y° ur efforts in researching all 

Hiuuei u'” m S lmmedla tely available pertaining to Staff Sergeant 
iguel H. Monserrat and Major Samuel N. Busch. *' 8 

di^cusfthe HZ lEtter ° f May “ ’ 1974 ’ office has continued to 

~czzzsrz 

s:r rs.™ ■“* 

the letter ^of V T ** “ “ pecially important to note the content of ' 
info^ ^ 5 January 26 , 1956 , from William E. Koski and the detailed 

s“fica°s o ^s ons 

follow u^thrreply n Lom ] Mr. B Koski? nd "h** efforts were undertaken to 

. . lh ? se and other points enclosed, the possible existence of 
avai™hmty W of h rr continuing 

founds to Lrit Idd^^^ 

. 1 h °^ e th4t y ° U wU1 5sree and wil1 take approoriate steos to 

It 202 - 224 - 8 i r 87 Ce is ZailTleT ’ ° f can * reached 

course are Mr. ^ 33 ° f 

Thank you for your consideration. 



RfcTfard S7 Schweiker 
United States Senator 


RSS: jcs 

CC Major General Ralph Maglione 
Chief of Legislative Liaison 
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July 19, 1975 





Mr. John Casciotti 
c/o Senator Richard S. Schweiker 
United States Senator 
Washington, D.C# 20510 



Dear Mr. Casciotti: 


1- Why no follow up to letters sent to (a) W illi am Koski (b) Edwin Combs 
or any other released from that crew. 


We have interviewed Koski, by phone, and he states that other than 
^ initial de-briefing, he was never, contacted by, Air Force Personnel. 

After he responded- to letter, sent, to him/ which' he' answered 1 at great 
length, there still was no follow up investigation conducted 1 .^ 

Edwin Combs, who is now deceased, " wife" interviewed, ' she states no follow 

up and no letter received! ^ . ..... , . __ . . _ . . 

Each of these above named persons have indicated a wi l 1 i ngn ess to co- 
operate. ' 1 


3- We would like de-briefing reports, which for some reason, have not been 
co-ordinated into the files of the missing personnel who are concerned 
(i.e. Sam Busch, Miguel Monserrat, etc) 


4- It is our understanding that .the CIA _ha3 whaVHs called a "RECORDS - - 
INTEGRATION DIVISION’.* We would Idlce any infi—lation from this division 
or, for that matter, any part of the CIA , if at any time any mention 
was made by anyone regarding Busch or Monserrat. 

5- We would also like to see the intergrated files of the OSIjCIC; CID, 

our reason for asking this- it is our understanding that these intelligence 
units of the government debrief ed released prisoners of war at service 
hospitals and inst alla tions through-out the country at the time of their 
release. 


6- William Koski relates that sometime in 1957 he saw his Chinese interrogator, 
as. part of a Chinese trade Commisson in the "FIXING TIGER" magazine. He 
reported this to F3I field office in Chicago and he made on further 
attempt to follow this through. He was told that Edwin Combs could not 
identify this man and as a result the charges were unsubstaniated and 
out of FBI hands. Koski is certain, to this day, this man was his 
interrogator, because he could never forget the beating this man gave 
him while in Chinese prison camp. 

( 74 What was the basis of the Murphy Note? ’What intelligence information 
y was received? 


A- VJhy would they knowingly ask the Russians , and demand release of these 
ainnen, when liberated crews, who had already been debriefed, had indi- 
cated they were being held by Rhine se ? 

3- Reference to this-chcck dates of letters already sent to Koski, Combs 
and Hand. 
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3- what were J ohn R. Nobles statements? We are still ^•i+-in g for these. 


9 -What personnel have been identified as being held with Fecteau and Downey? 

A-Whom v/ere they questioned by? 

B-4/hom v;ere they questioned about? 

C-We would like any information -about Busch and Monserrat mentioned 
in debriefing files of Fecteau or Downey. 


-ID-Where. are^rthe intelligence -summaries' on this crew presently kept and 
why are they not included in the* answer to our- previous inquiry?' ; 


11-rlih ere. rare the State Department files, and what State Department information 
• regarding, this crew? Y/hat became of * the radio monitoring information*' 1 !j * 
-from. Russia, China and Korea that' was. keep in Japan or Korea regar ding **"' 
:v.this broadcast. 1. . .. .. “m, 


.12 -We have a picture of about 20 men being marched down a Korean* Street^ — 
I- bol ifty e.: one is Miguel Monserrat-; “ v • 

We know there is a great length of time that has passed since downing of 
•. .this .aircraft', i -and that files, and records have a tendency to be mi slay ed 
and not properly cared for. We do not feel that these types of files ’would' ~ 
or could come under that category as some of the information that is in 
them at one time or another would have come under the classification of 
HARD intelligence. ...... 

r y ^ - 

v;e further feel, however, since its no longer hard intelligence, and has ■ * 

not been for many years and. we are dealing now with human lives who have 
been either forgotten or just written off by their goverment. We do not 
v.ant to beleive this is so and we are still willing to let our Ana Forces 
prove us wrong. 


We feel the questions we asked above can be answered in a resonable amount 
of time, say 90 days, as this is the second time this year we are making 
this request. 


Mr. Casciotti: This letter may seem hard and abrupt, however, we want you 
to understand that none of this is directed to you or to the Senator. Any 
additional information that we have been able to glen has been as a result 
of your good office. 

If you have any further questions that you would like to add, please feel 
free to do so. 




Sincerely, 

George Busch 
John Monserrat 



BUSCH, SAHUEL N., Major, MIA 13 Jun 1952, KIA 15 'Nov 1955 
KONSERRAT, HIQUEL W. , SSgt., MIA 13 Jun 1952, KIA 15 Nov 1955 

MEMO l r OR RECORD AF/DFEC 6 February 1975 


Attended a previously arranged meeting at 1300 hours in the New Senate 
Office Building. Attending, in addition to the undersigned, were: 

Mr. George S. Busch, brother of Major Busch 

Mr. & Mrs. John Konserrat, brother and sister-in-law of Sergeant Mon; it 

Mr. John Casciotti and Ms. Jean Wilson, representing Senator Richard 

S. Schweiker, Rep., Pennsylvania 

Colonel Donald R. Keeney, SAF/LLI 

Major Frank Luna, AF/JACL 

Captain Michael H. Harris, SAF/LLI 

Purpose of the meeting was to discuss the case of Major Busch and crew of 
11, who were lost over the Sea of Japan on 13 June 1952, and to answer 
questions or begin research where necessary. Mr. Busch and Mr. Konserrat 
had previously advised Senator Schweiker' s office that there were 
discrepancies in the Air Force report of the incident, and that they 
believed one or more of the crew members may be held prisoner in North 
Korea, China or Russia. 

Mr. Casciotti began the meeting by asking me to provide a short description 
of procedures and laws involved with missing persons. I advised initially 
that I could not speak authoritatively about the procedures which were 
followed in the 1950s, but that the basic lav; had not changed significantly 
since then. I gave a shore briefing on the Missing Fersons Act and our 
efforts to account for MIAs and to keep families informed. 

Mr. Busch and Mr. Konserrat then discussed the discrepancies they believe 
they have uncovered, most of which are listed in the attached sheets 
(questions 14 and 15 are duplicates of questions 12 and 13). They are — 
interested in knowing exactly what happened on the flight. / Most of the 
quescions/discrepancies are prompted by press reports or hearsay information. 
For example, Mr. Busch has talked to a Mr. Conrad Challiclc, who teaches 
at West Chester State College. Mr. Challick, then in the AF, had supposedly 
participated in the SAR for Major Busch and crew. He recalls a radio 
transmission from Vladivostok, USSR, on 14 June 1952 which stated "airmen- * '* 

officers" were captured. Some concern is also prompted by a report from a 
John R. Noble (see question 5) that some Americans were being held in Russia. 
They also related the now familiar story ol : Steve Kiba ("he had been written 
off as dead"). I explained that Kiba had never been declared dead; that 
he was carried as missing, then captured. They said ve had tried to couvince 
Kiba * s mother that he was dead. I said our records show no such efforts. 

They produced a lengthy letter from Kiba, which had been distributed by VIVA 
(they did not provide a copy). One of Kiba*s claims was that he saw a 
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fellow crewman , Paul VanVoorhis, at least 9 times after tiie Chinese had 
reported he was deceased (see questions 11 and 12) . 


They also wanted to know why there were 12 men on the crew . 1 They had checked 
with the Boeing Company, manufacturer of the 13-29, who advised tha;: the crew * — 
of a B-29 was 8-10 depending on the mission. They wanted to know vW.t the 
oxtra men were doing there, and specifically wanted to know what Sgt. i note Z 
was doing. They also expressed an interest in Fecteau and Downey, who .’ere 
released from China. They wanted to know how they got there in the first 
place (Downey allegedly said he was tried by Chinese with the crew c£ a 
B-29 shot down in 1952). Mr. Busch advised that some unnamed members of the 
111 Tactical Air Support Group (ANC) at Willow Grove Naval Air Station were 
in on the SAR for Major Busch's crew or have knowledge of the incident. 

One or more of these individuals told Mr. Busch there were three transmission, 
from the aircraft: 


- we're being observed by Soviet aircraft 

- we're under attack by MIGs 

- we're going to try to ditch 

According to Mr. Busch, these individuals are reluctant to discuss the « f . 
incident as they are approaching retirement (we may have to ask Mr. Busch l ' 
to give us names). Also, according to unnamed sources, the intended route 
of the aircraft in our official reports is wrong*, the crew was allegedly 
sent over the Russian mainland. 


In short, because of various news reports and hearsay information, the 
Busch and Monserrat families questioned virtually everything in our 13 Jan 75 
letter to Senator Schweiker except the date, type aircraft and number of 
crew members. They were surprised to read a letter from a Mr. William Koski, 
a repatriated Korean prisoner, which was contained in the Master Personnel 
Records of Major Busch, and asked for a copy of that letter and letters 
to Mr. Koski and two other returnees who apparently had mentioned having 
heard Major Busch's name while in captivity. 1 advised I would provide 
the copies (see attached letter). 

At the conclusion of the meeting we agreed that the AF could deal directly 
with the Busch and Monserrat families on their questions, keeping Senator 
Schweiker 1 s office informed by sending info copies to SAF/LL. It was 
emphasized that research into a 22 year old case would take considerable 
time, and both families acknowledged that fact, and said they wouldn't 
be concerned as long as they felt some efforts were being made. To 
preclude further inquiries to Senator Schweiker' s office, we should give 
both families a progress report every 30 days. They seemed genuinely 
interested in trying to learn all they can about their brother's loss, 
but they appear to have been misled by alot of hearsay information. My 
impression is that they will be well satisfied until we advise them that 
our research is complete and we have no evidence their brothers are alive — 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

if£ADQUARTEHS UNITED STATES AIK FORCE 
WASHINGTON. O.C. Z033Q 


ArHrc DPMSCB 

R*‘f.0C:>H «FB TEXAS 


1 3 MAY-1974 

f0 



Mr. and Mrs. John D. Monserrat 



Dear Mr. and Mrs. Monserrat 


As Colonel Sorrentino advised you in his response in 
behalf of the President, and as you were advised during 
your 6 February 1975 meeting with Air Force representa- 
tives and representatives from Senator Schweiker*s office, 
we have reinvestigated the circumstances ' surrounding the 
loss of your brother, SSgt Miguel V/. Monserrat. After 
having thoroughly researched all of the records immediately 
available, and on the basis of the facts and documents 
which have surfaced at this point in time, we have been 
unable to substantiate many of your concerns. Throughout 
the Korean as well as the Southeast Asian conflict, there 
were many instances where rumors and "unofficial Reports" 
created concern and false hope among the involved families. 
We Ir&ve tried to carefully review the information available 
in an effort to answer your questions. We hope you under- 
stand that we must deal with the true facts as we know them, 
and avoid speculation or unwarranted assumptions. 

The master personnel records of six of your brother's crew 
members were located and retrieved. All of the concerned 
next of kin were provided with essentially the same infor- 
mation as contained in Department of the Air Force letter 
dated 13 January 1975 with the exception of the departure 
time, which should have read 10:07 A.M. rather than 
10:27 A.M., an administrative error which we regret. Since 
then, we have carefully reviewed the information available, 
and have responded to your questions in the same sequence 
as the list you provided. 

1. As far as we can determine, the aircraft was not 
on a combat mission nor do we know what emergency actually 
befell it. Executive Order 10195 i dated 20 December 1950, 
defines the combat sone as Korea, including the waters 
adjacent thereto within the described limits. The B-29, 
of which your brother was a crew member, departed Yokota 
Air Base, Honshu, Japan, on a reconnaissance mission over 


the Sea of Japan at 10:07 A.M. , 13 June 1952- The 
intended route was not within the defined combat zone; 
rather, it was from Yokota to Sado Shimo and then over 
v/ater as far as coordinates ^6 degrees 30 minutes north 
latitude and 139 degrees 28 minutes east longitude, 
approximately 60 miles from the Russian Coast. In a 
broad sense, possibly every Air Force mission during a 
period of hostilities could be defined as a combat rnis- 
„ sion: .However, the.., usual definition involves actual 

activity over hostile territory -aw** a high flying, 
unarmed reconnaissance mission over the Sea of Japan 
does not fit that description. Nevertheless, the type 
of mission really has no bearing on what might have 
happened to your brother's aircraft. All we know is 
where they were supposed to be, and that they did not 
return . 

2. The loss of your brother's aircraft was widely 
publicized throughout the United States, and various 
news releases referred to the aircraft as being "shot 
down", "missing", "downed", and "crashed." The incident 
appears to have been sensationalized by the press, a 
situation over which we, of course, have no control. 
Nevertheless, our official information does not reveal 
what actually happened to the aircraft . The Murphy note 
(an extract of the note is attached) stated the aircraft 
"came down", which was a logical assumption based on the 
information available. 

3. We are enclosing an extract copy of the official 
United States note to Moscow. You will observe that the 
extract refers to the B-29 as "missing" and states that 
it "came down." (See Attachment 1*) . The terminology was 
undoubtedly chosen to Jar the Soviet Union into action if 
they had any information. 

The note states an officer believed by the United 
States Government to have been a member of this crew. 

5. We do not yet have a detailed answer available 
on John R. Noble. We hope to have that for you in the 
near future, as we are attempting to locate official 
information on him. 


6. We believe if you will read the attached copy 
of zhe note in its entirety, you will get the same . 
impression we do. Although we had hearsay information 
chat Americans were being held, names were not furnished 
with that information. To our knowledge, those reports 
were never substantiated. 

7 . Sergeant Monserrat and his 11 fellow crew mem- 
cers were presumed dead, 15 November 1955 > under the 
provisions of Section 5, Public Law 490, 77th Congress, 
as amended... 

3. We are not quite sure that we understand this 
question. As you know a finding of death, was made on 
your brother because he no longer could reasonably be 
presumed to be alive. In cases of this nature we con- 
tinue to seek all possible relevant information. The 
reports that Americans were being detained in Russia 
presented the possibility that some could possibly be 
members from this B -29 aircraft and our government 
questioned the USSR in that regard. The fact that eight 
months had -lapsed since his status was changed to 
deceased was inconsequential to the attempts of locating 
him, . . ... 

9. This crew was kept in a missing status 3 years, 

5 months, and 2 days, as previously explained to you 
this is an exceedingly long period. The crev/ members 
were retained in a missing status until there was no 
monger any reasonable basis to presume them alive. 

10. Yuri Rastvorov did not provide the names of 
Americans being held in captivity in Russia. On 

i3 August 1956, the Soviet government replied to our 
Id July 1956 note and stated that a careful investiga- 
tion revealed no American citizens from the American 
/vir Force or Naval Air Force were on Soviet territory. 

±n all frankness we must tell you, we have no reliable 
information or intelligence which would support the 
belief that your brother, or anyone of the crew members, 
was ever in the custody of the USSR. 

11. Because of the numerous misleading statements 
on this incident, the following information is provided 
to set the record straight. The B-29 disappeared on 

13 January 1953 while on a combat mission. On 21 January 
1953 1 a propaganda broadcast from Peking, China, claimed 



that the aircraft had been shot down over Manchuria ana 
that all but three of the 14 crew members had survived 
and were captured. Because this information was unof- 
ficial and unconfirmed, no change was made in the status 
of any of these crew members. On 21 June 1954 , a list 
containing the names of these 14 crew members and 4 
fighter pilots was presented to the Chinese Communists 
at the Geneva Conference for an accounting. In reply, 
the Communists acknowledged that three members of the 
5-29 crew, given by name, died while attempting to para- 
chute over Antung, China. The reply also revealed that 
the remaining 15 persons were in their custody, subse- 
quently, letters were received by the next of kin irom 
each of the 15 personnel. Their status remained as 
missing in action until 20 December 1954 , when it was 
administratively changed to captured, based on an offi- 
cial acknowledgement by the Chinese Communists that t e 
personnel were being held in their custody. At no time 
did the Department of the Air Force even remotely con- 
sider changing their status to deceased. 

12. Some of the statements allegedly made recently 
by Mr. Kiba are not in their entirety in agreement with 
statements he made immediately after repatriation, which 
are now the official records. Captain Van Voornis was 
one* of the crew members declared dead after receipt of 
official Information from the Chinese Communists. 


13. We agree with this statement. 

Ik. and 15. are duplicates of questions 12. and 13. 

16. As mentioned in the answer to question 10, we 
have no reliable information to support the belief that 
Korean veterans are being held captive in the Soviet 
Union. 


The items on your page marked, Air Force Discrepancy, 
are replied to in the order listed. An unoificial repor 
intercepted on 16 June 1952 from Radio Moscow statea that 
one survivor, an officer, was picked up by a Russian 
vessel on or about 14 June 1952. Mo identifying da.a was 
p-iven. nor had the report been confirmed through oliiciai 
channels. In an investigation conducted by the overseas 
commander and the State Department , persons who haa 
reoorted hearing this and subsequent broadcasts were con- 
tacted and questioned. They stated that broaocasts first 
believed to be related to the B-29 in question were ater 
definitely established as pertaining to an officer who wa 
reported missing in action on 14 January 1952. 
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Despite. the 17 June 1952 newspaper clippings you 
nave, the official Air Force records reveal that the 
wreckage of this B-29 aircraft has not been located. 
History reveals that it is not uncommon for aircraft m 
long over water flights to have disappeared without 
leaving a trace of personnel or wreckage. However, a: 
you have been advised, we do know that a life raft was 
sighted, and possibly another one, although they coulc 
not be confirmed as- being from your brother's aircraft 
The life rafts could have been construed as "wreckage* 
in newspaper reports. . 

The .lighthouse keeper's statement may be true, bi 
it does not establish what happened to the B-29 your 
brother was aboard.. Your next two queries are answero 
in items- 1 and 8 above. We have no official iniormatjh 
which indicated the. .aircraft departed from anywhere bu 
Honshu. At any rate, even if the departure was from 3 
different location, it would not shed any light on wbl 
happened to the aircraft in question. As to the next; 
statement concerning information you received from j 
Boelng-Vertol , we can only reaffirm that during the 
Korean conflict B-29s flew with crew complements up t 
15 men, depending upon the requirements of the missic 
Sufficient life rafts were always. carried aboard the 
aircraft to accommodate all crew members. 

In regards to the allegation that three distress trari 
missions were received from the aircraft , we can only 
state that this is not supported by the official reccj. 
We know of no reason why anyone participating in the ; 
search efforts would have withheld such inlormation a 
the time. .If you know someone who, has participated i 
.this search and claims to have other iniormation relejt 
to the search, we’ll be glad to get in touch with sud 
person in order to resolve any obvious discrepancies.; 

In reply to your question as to v/hether a letter wa3 t 
to Major Baumer concerning information on this incide 
the answer is no, nor was it necessary. We had Major 
Baumer 1 s debriefing statement and he could provide no 
information on any of the members of this crew. .In 
response to your query concerning Mr. Combs, our reco: 
do not contain a reply to his letter. 

As previously explained to you, after 22 years our res 
are not complete. Numerous files similar to that of , 

brother were destroyed as a result of a fire a few ye. 

^ 
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,o at our storage area_in.St. Louis. However, you can 
e sure had there been any pertinent iniormat ion . the nex, 
oi* kin would have been notified of such information long 
aro. In reference to Sergeant Moore, he was the mainte- 
nance chief. .... 

In closing, we think it is important to. once again review 
here the information we have . regarding your brother. 

Sergeant Monserrat was the central fire control 
a crew of 12 aboard a B-29 which disappeared while engaged 
in a noncombat mission over the Sea of Japan. T.*e air 
craft departed Yol-cota AB>. Japan, . at 10:07 A . M. , .3 uu e 

1952, on an intended. route from.. Yokota. AB. to Shimo , 

Japan, and then over water as far as approximately 60 miles 
from the Russian coast. Upon completion. of. the mission , 
the aircraft was to return to Yokota AB ; ' estimatea time of 
return being 7*-07 P.M. The last radio contact was ^ at 

10:27 A . M . and was a routine position report indicating 

the aircraft had left the coast of Japan and was proceeding 
northward over water. The aircraft was tracked by radar 
until 1:20 P.M., at which time it left the radar zone over 
the Sea of Japan, approximately 100 miles northwest of 
Hokkaido, Japan, at a point 120 miles. from the n Russ *^? . 
coast. The plane failed to return to l okota AB on sched- 
ule -and, at 7:20 P.M. , several attempts were made to 
establish radio contact with the missing aircraft. es ® . 
efforts were unsuccessful and it and the crew were reported 
missing in flight. 

The aircraft was known to be carrying three six-man life 
rafts and 11 one-man life rafts, and to be equipped with 
enough food and medical supplies to care for the entire 
crew for three days. Air rescue operations were Initiated 
at 8:30 P.M. A total of 10 aircraft participated in an 
intensive search of the proposed route and adjacent areas . 

At 2 : il 5 P.M. , 14 June, one of the search planes sighted and 
photographed an empty six-man life raft, which 
side ud, about 300 miles off the southern tip oi Hokkaido, 
at a point approximately 100 miles off the Russian 5-° as ' 
Search planes remained in the area until da f*" eas * ^Lions 
unable to salvage the raft because of prevailing alr _’ 

nor could it be identified as belonging to the 
craft. An unconfirmed report indicated a sac °" a rd htl 
seen four miles south of the first raft, but this sighting 
could not be verified. The search was resumed on the lbth, 
but results were negative and there was no further trace oi 
either life raft. The search continued until 17 June, no 
wreckage was found, nor was there any sign ol surv vors. 
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At the lapse of a 12-month period, Sergeant Monserrat 
and the other crew members were continued in a missing 
status pursuant to Section 5> Public Lav/ U 89 , Missing 
Persons Act (Section 555 » Title 37 } United States Code). . 
The reasons for the determination to continue them in a 
missing status are as follows: Under normal conditions, 

the absence of any word for this lengthy period of time ' 
would tend to conclusively establish that the crew perished., 
■when their aircraft was lost. The route of this 3-29 and 
its probable location at the time of the accident precluded ' 
such a determination. Official reports disclose that the 
scheduled route was such that the- accident may- have occurred 
at a point where survivors could have teen rescued by .for- 
eign personnel and removed from the area before the arrival 
of our search aircraft on the following day. This suppostv. ■' 
tion had not been substantiated through Department of State 
channels. However, this possibility alone, although remote, 
was sufficient to warrant a continuance of the missing 
status of the entire crew until further information could 
be developed. A full review of the status cf the personnel 
of this B-29 was made in November 1955 and revealed the 
following: Mo information had been received from any source 

which would indicate what emergency actually befell the B-2$ 
Sufficient time had elapsed during which it is reasonable 
to assume some definite intelligence would have been 
received, had any crew member survived. In view of the 
lapse of time and complete absence of information which 
would support a continued presumption of their survival, 
the missing status of Sergeant Monserrat and the other 
crew members was terminated by a* presumptive finding of 
death pursuant to Section 5 of the Missing Persons Act. 

The date of presumed death was recorded as 15 November 1955. 

On 16 July 1956, our government specifically requested 
information of the United Soviet Socialist Republic con- 
cerning the possibility of their holding members of air 
crews or any other Americans. The Soviet Government 
replied on 13 August and categorically denied holding any 
United States military personnel. 

We know there is nothing we can do or say to assuage your 
grief as a concerned relative. However, we do hope that 
the information we have provided will be helpful. V/e hope 
that you also recognize the fact that the Air Force is now 
and always has been dedicated to mission accomplishment 
and full cooperation with families whose lnved ones were 
lost. W’e , too, deeply feel the loss of our comrades through- 
out all the years that the United States Air Force has been 
called upon to serve its country. 


We will contact you v.’henever any additional information 
is uncovered. In the meantime, please feel free to 
contact me if you would like clarification of what has 
been provided to date. 

Sincerely 

ZD SILVZREUSK , Major, USAF 1 Atch .... ... . 

Chief, Missing Persons Extract of Text to 

Casualty Matters . , USSR, . 16.. Jul. :5 4 6. 

Asst DCS/Personnel for Mil Pers . , 



EXTRACT OF TEXT NOTE TC USSR 
(16 July 1956) 

The Embassy of the United States of America presents 
its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and has the honor to 
refer tc the question of the detention of United States 
military personnel in the Soviet Union. The United States 
Government has for some time received, from persons of 
various nationalities freed from Soviet Government imprison- 
ment during the last several years, reports that they have 
conversed with, seen or heard reports concerning United 
States military aviation personnel, belonging either to the 
United States Air Force or to the United States Navy jir 
Arm, in actual detention in the Soviet Union. The United 
States Government has sought in all such cases to obtiin, 
if possible, precise identification of American natioials 
detained by the Soviet Government, although It notes hat 
by internat ional law and international practice the Stviet 
Government is obliged to inform the United States Govirnment 
first of any American nationals whom the Soviet Goveriment 
holds in custody or to permit such nationals to commudcate 
with the proper United States authorities. The reporis 
concerning such personnel have now become so persisted 
and detailed, and so credible, that, although the Uniied 
States Government is not able to identify by name theie 
American nationals now detained by the Soviet Governntnt , it 
requests the Soviet Government to ’inform the United Sates 
Government in detail concerning each American military person 
who has been detained in the Soviet Union at any time:since 
January 1, 19*19 of whom the United States Government las not 
heretofore been informed by the Soviet Government, giiing in 
each case the name of the person and the circumstancei under- 
lying his detention. 

Specifically, the United States Government is inormed and 
is compelled to believe that the Soviet Government ha had and 
continues to have' under detention the following: 

1. One or more members of the crew of a United tates Navy 
Privateer-type aircraft which came down in the BalticSea area 
on April 8, 1950. The United States Government has snee that . 
time received reports that various members of the ere' of this 



united States aircraft were, and are, detained in Soviet 
detention places in the Far Eastern area of the Soviet 
Union. In particular, it is informed, and believes, that 
in 1950 and in October, 1953 at least one American military 
aviation person, believed to be a member of the crew of this 
United States Navy Privateer, was held at Camp No. 20 alleg- 
edly near Taishet, and Collective Farm No.- 25 , approximately 
kilometers from Taishet, said to be^-under. sentence for 
alleged espionage. This American national was described as 
having suffered burns on the face and legs in - the crash of 
his aircraft and using crutches or a cane. 

Reports have been received from former-prisoners of the 
Soviet Government at Vorkuta that in September, 1950 as many 
as eight American nationals, believed to. be .members of the 
crew of the United States Navy Privateer to which reference 
is made, had been seen in the area of Vorkuta and specifically, 
that one person who was interned at Vorkuta in September, 1950 
stated that he was serving a twenty-five year espionage sentence 
and had been a member of a downed United States aircraft. 

For the information of the Soviet Government, the crew of 
the United States Navy Privateer when it departed for its 
flight over the high seas of. the Baltic consisted of the 
following United States Navy personnel, all nationals of the 
United States: 

* M (Name^ of entire ^crew were submitted) 

2. One or more members of the crew of a United States 
Air Force ii-29 which came down on June 13, 1952, either over 
the Sea of Japan or near the Kamchatka area of the Soviet 
union. An officer, believed by the- United States Government 
to have been a member of this crew, was observed in October, 

1953 in a Soviet hospital north of Magadam near the crossing 
of the Kolyma River between Eigen and Debin at a place called 
ilarionburg. This officer stated that he had been convicted, 
wrongfully , under Item 6 of Article 58 of the Soviet Penal 
Code. 


For the information of the Soviet Government, the United 
States Air Force personnel on board the B-29 which has been 
missing since June 13, 1952 were as follows: 

* * * * # * 


Soviet 
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(Names of entire B-29 crew were submitted) 



*- ->q u ARTtir?s un.TlO states air force 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20330 



27 February 1975 



r“| n .'\ ^° r Y ° u 5 re cent latter regarding your brother 

the vtt'r -n v I .*^ve taken the liberty of forwarding 

Personnel CeV~ 3 •• at * he Air Force military 

Pue ^: orc *„ “'"f .*•? ■*•? conducting tna research on your 
, T f dvls< r G you, we will make every effort 
*” avcilaole information on your brother I 

appreciate vou reminriirr . * 

r , - --‘-laa.naii.g 01 tnc information on 
*<ctjOd valuer and Mr, Combs. 



Major, USAF 
y Matters 


Major Edward E. Lindquist 
Assistant for Casualty Matters 
m USaF/DP EC 
Washington, D.C. 20330 

Sir: 

My wife and I wish to thank you- for your assistance in our 
meeting with you and the other Air Force Personnel on February 
6> 1975. We received your letter, with enclosed material. We 
hope that you are successful in discovering another copy of 
my brothers file. 

v.e hope that facts, we presented, prove to you that there i 3 much 
more to be learned about this particular B-29 crew, and with your 
expertise and facilities , we hope that you can uncover much more 
material than we have, as amatures. 

Un reading the copies of letters sent and received, we did 
notice two things we would like to bring to your attention. 

First, Nr. Koski mentioned a Major William Eaumer as possibly * — 
having more information than himself, was a letter sent to him? 
Second, the letter to Edwin Combs mentions a picture of Major 
Busch which apparently he had referred to in de-briefing. Can 
anything further be done to follow this through? 

V.e are sure that you have probably already seen these two items, 
but we thought them unusual enough to mention again. 

Perhaps, if the Air Force co-operated 23 years ago, as you 
have recently, there would have been hope for my brothers crew 
and the other 94 A American Servicemen on the Korean HI A list, 
v.e hope by your further investigation that you help us, not 
only in our quest for the fate of my brother and the others in th 
crew, but also, in the restoration in our faith of concern 
of the government and military for its missing men, who 
served so well. 


Very truly yours, 





John D. Monserrat 


DPMSCB/Maj Silverbush/dcm/3714/18 Feb 75 


DPMSCB 

1 5 fed S75 


Hr. George S. Busch 



Dear Mr. Busch 


la Is to inform you chat we have just recently received, the Hat 
ot questions /discrepancies you provided during your meeting with 
‘f)r < Jonn Cascloctl Ws dean Wilson from Senator Schwelker'a - s 
° ’ *® '• t uas explained to you, ue maintain contact with and 

^ 1 CO famiUas of Alr sobers who are missing. 

ptured, deceased, or who become casualties by any other means.- In 
that sense, we will keep in touch with you. 

We are in the process of gathering as many of the master personnel 
recorns ns there are in existence of the entire crew of your brother's 
cra • Since this particular Incident occurred over 22 year6 ago 
“f *“ k c “ s ««ih8 your specific queries at this point in time may 
p o become a difficult task. I assure you we will do the best 

“ C ““; t {!a d ° not ■"aintain the inactive files here at Randolph Air 

Force base; and due to the elapsed time since the Incident, it is 
envisioned that it will take a considerable amount of time to complete 
our investigation. We, therefore, ask for your understanding. 

We ufll do all ue can In our Investigation and notify you of our 
progress as it becomes available. Should you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact this office at any time 


Sincerely 


EDUARD SILVERS USH, Major, USAF 
Chief, Missing Persons Branch 
Casualty Cervices 
Asst DCS /Personnel for Mil Pero 


/ 


-.epartment of the air FORC.1 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20330 


11 February 


1975 




Dear Mr. Busch 


I enjoyed meeting you last Thursday. As we discussed, attached 
is a copy of the letter written to the Air Force Casualty 
Lrancn by Hr. William E. Koski, a repatriated prisoner of the 
Korean conrlict. Also attached, per your request, are copies 
letters from the Casualty Branch to Mr. Koski and to 
° Lher Prisoners. Apparently, Mr. Koski s the only one 
v ) 1 ‘° . r^-ponded to the inquiry, although we wi j. 1 ■ ittcnrot to 
Veiil-y tnat wnile we are working on your other .‘questions . 

A summary of our meeting, and the list of auestions/discreoancies 
you provided, is being sent to the Chief, Casualty Service! 

near San\ni lltary T PerSOnnel Center at Randolph Air Force Base 
for »-l!h ' Texas. That .office has the responsibility 

for maintaining contact with, and providing information to, 

°. r Alr Force members who are missing, captured, 
deceased, or wno otherwise become a casualty. The trained 

^ hCir M , issing Persons Branch will be conducting 
" °“ Che research into your questions. They have already 

requested the Master Personnel Records on the entire crew 

's aircraft. I will assist them in their 
contacts with Washington area agencies. 

ServicefoffTc^a^^ ? 6ri ° diC H ly from the Air F °rce Casualty 
trvices Office as their investigation progresses, and we will 

also keep senator Scnweiker's office informed. The principal 

be naiof Fd n F?? C a . t t ! 16 Ai f Force Military Personnel Center will 
AFB T>- 1 y e * bU ? h ' rn ® llln 3 address: AFMPC/DPMSCB , Randolph 

Ars, TX 781-8, telephone (toll free): area code 800-531-5501 P 

addrp^Q him directi y- or if you prefer, mv mailing 

ddress *s. hq USAF/DPEC, Washington, D.C. 20330, telephone- 
area code 202-697-8116. teiepnone. 


Again, I enjoyed meeting you, and I hope we'll be able to ansv/ei 
moot or all of your questions. Please feel free to call either 
Major Silverbush or me whenever we can be of assistance. 



EDWARD E. LIWD0NIST, Major, USAF 
Assistant for /Casualty Matters 
S -, ■ vP e r s o nn al . 



4 Atch 

1. Mr. Koski , s--ltrv .1/26/ 

2. Lt Col Steeled ltr tc 
Mr. Hand, 11 Oct 55 

3. Lt Col Steele's ltr tc 
Mr. Combs, 11 Oct 55 

4. Lt Col Steele's ltr ,tc 
Mr. Koski, 11* Qct-55 


* 
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. DPMSCA 


1 0 FEB 1975 



Dear Mr. Hons err at 


fnih ?; n rurthor response to your letter of 
Ijm to President Ford regarding your brother, 
Miguel Monserrat. 


27 December 
Sergeant 


Deference is made to your recent meeting with Mr. John 
Casciotti and Ms Jean Wilson from Senator Schweiker's 
Lindquist , USAF Assistant for Casualty 
matters, also attended this meeting, and has provided 
us a resume of the points of discussion. Reference is 
further made to the 19 February 1975 letter from Major 
oilverbush of this office. A 3 you know, we have the 
responsibility of maintaining contact with the families 
01 u 1 ' orce members who are missing, captured, deceased, 
or who have become casualties by any other means. 

As Major Silverbush advised in his letter to you, v/e are 
.n the process of gathering existing master personnel 
records of the entire crew of your brother's aircraft, 
bince the incident occurred over 22 years ago, the task 
01 responding to specific queries at this point in time 
nay prove to be a difficult task. Please by assured, 
however, that we will do the best v/e can. Inactive military 
personnel records files are held in the records repository 
at the National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, 

Missouri and it may take a considerable amount of time to 
gain the loan of available records and complete our invest!- 
1 on • 


1 certainly do the best that v/e can in our investiga- 
* on ancl Wa Ll keep you posted on our progress as informat ior 
becomes available. In the meantime, if you have any 
questions, please contact us at anytime. 

Sincerely * 

Si:? 


A. w. GRATCII, Colonel, USAF 
Chief, Casualty Services 
A32t DCS/ Personnel for Mil Pcra 




13 February 1975 
DATE ' 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FOI 
f Washington, D. C. 

\mmi sir 

CATEGORY 


V 


21 February 1075 
SUSPENSE 


MEMORANDUM FOR: ATKrC/DmSCfc 

SUBJECT:. MCIiJISEAT, MIGUEL SOT 


SAF/ 


CASE NUMBER c.s"2 
NUMBER 




>yPres idential inquiry 


Attached are copies of a Presidential^or > res ident ] 

and our interim reply. Please take the i>^Hving action(s). 



(Oi Send substantive REPLY DIRECT respondent by the above 

suspense date. Opening paragraph ois^ply will read: 

. r 

“This is in further resp'u • / to your letter of 
(date) to " 


Provide two (2) copies (rep rtfc;' ^ed copies are acceptable) of 
^FLLI within Trfrv|g (3) duty days thereafter. 
These copies must be <^ Ss L^t terhead andjnust be devoid of the 

— ~ T’K -a r •? ^ fnrma f \ on anH t'hp 


your reply to SAFLLI 


drafter's name, coord inc etc. That information and the 
VT{ Case or SAFLLI /junker is to be shown only on the DD 
95 transmitting ti:)r^-.<^^ v /Nypondence to SAFLLI. 

( ) Return attachmer(* \ to < prrespondent * s letter to him with your 
direct reply. 


( ) Special instr fctSx^y are attached. 

* 

(Oj Return a t^r^heu^^s ic correspondence to SAFLLI. 


( ) The at tal^’^T' ^y of the basic correspondence may 
for yoy^s, til<2 


be retained 


Cortes p 0 ttT/tj' //memoranda will be signed by at least a colonel or 
civilian equivalent. 

SAFLLI Action Officer is Lt Col Thomas S. Collins. 5739*+ 


ju-uyl j : 

'RAVPH J. MAGLWNE 
Majut General, USAF 
Direr tor 

Legislative Liaison 


D/R 



Eebruary 13, 1975 


Dear Mr. Monserrat: 

On behalf of President Ford, I am acknowledging 
your recent letter to him and placing the natter in 
the hands of appropriate officials for their careful 
consideration. You will receive a further reply as 
-oon as possible. 

Sincerely, 


M. L. SORRENTINO 
Colonel, USAP 


l*r. John D. Monserrat 



OSD WH 5532 

AF/DPMSCK — Direct Reply 

Suspense: 21 Feb 75 




DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WatliintftoA, D.C. 20*520 


February 7, 1975 


i 

Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 

ATTN: White House Correspondence Section 
The Pentagon 

stop 103 

Dear Sir: 

The attached letters referred to the Department by the 
White House appear to contain subject matter that should* 
be handled by your agency. 

It would be appreciated if you would send the White House 
a copy of each reply to the Attention of Mr. Frank Matthews, 
White House Central Files, Room 68, Executive Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 


Sincerely yours, 

■l 

John S. Pruden 
Director 

Foreign Affairs Document 
and Reference Center 


■ ETffclosures : * 

* Ltr» to ; pres fr: Mrs. fcarter/Cermany 

Darlene Berkovitz/Pittsburgh, Pa. /Nov. 17, 1974 
Aristides Aguilar /New York, N.Y./Nov. 7, 1974 • 

Pvt. William Rivera/Fort Gordon, Georgia/Dec . 31 , 1974 
Mrs. Anita Baldwin/Fort £iley, Kansas/Sept. 16, 1974 
Mrs. Isabel Vigil/Vandenberg A. F. B . , Calif . /Nov . 8, 1974 
Mrs. Lesbia de Meachum/APO N.Y./Dec. 3 6 9th, 1974 
Loura Moehlman/Detroit, Michigan 
cc: Mark Makowicz/Brooklyn, N.Y. 

White House Central Files Mrs. Kenneth Ralston/Waltham, Mass. 

ATTENTION: Mr. Frank Matthews y_ Joh n D. Monserra t/Fhiladelphia , Pa. 

Room 68 _ Mrs. Abe T nrTTPrrm iisa Camara J. Duty 

executive Office EuilJxug Rodolfo R. Alcjundrino/riiilipplu's* 

Washington, D.C. 30500 




PRESIDENT GERaLD FORD 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


HR. r RESIDENT: 

of sheer frustration, I hope this 
1 aw writting to you out of sheer xr 

letter of mine reaebs you. 

, » P 1^164064, was a crew mero- 

K. y brother Sgt. Niguel Monserrat, AF 13 1952. The plane 

her of a B-29 that was sho c0 a3t of Japans Hokkaido 

took off from Otaru, on * _ voa tok Plane was last seen 
Island. 450 miles ^omVladivoato^ i* The wreckage 

12 miles from Russian hexd bals) 1 between »orea - 

Of the B-29 was found in the sea ox * 

Honshu Island. 

;:i? sss; *ssi°=t ”r is al/s? £ sir r ' 

Foreign Ministry. Sighte Q 1950 and an air force B-29. 

Navy Privateer shot down Ap r1 ^ * teer ten. Referring to the 

The B-29 carried 12 raen ’ f 3^® £ believed to have been a member 
n_29 the note said an officer , 1953 - in a hospital 

of the crew was reported seen lh October , q 19 52 River . The note 

at Harionburg north of Kaeadan .ifeve^to b e y from the Navy." 
declared at least one air « Camp near Taishet in 

Privateer was reported to be see” area in 1950 

eastern Siberia and at a collective Sf™^ ent 9i years as a 

and i953.rJ“ hn ^^i ^ Ierlin news aeency conference January 

Soviet prisoner told a Berlin vateer maybe alive in 

11. 1955 that eight v airme n n fr e ^ that the snij* 

^verLaent S has C in P its custody ".embers of o£« lr £ aft engaged 

command aid. •« 

action in Korea since 19t?u. . 

E-.S: irx s*.i 

“r® snv» ™ w«b cow*. «• *«« 


Li££ T»n 


^ e ne S o 0 pri S S oL at have Seen" cTl rGtUraed Soviet 

co Unt J y n ” e ^ sP now“is creidibiritv 0 ? that th ® one thln « °ur 
ta"fi de ?i B ? r faj:llly ^e' back bone of ?h P elected °m?ial s . i 

- rk ' pay 

:: '“>■ ***«■> to roK„TtL°;«1L“ at ““ 3lt ' « 

Again I v/ant to know if tv, ‘ 

boviete or Chinese, why are n0t bein S held by the 

coniidential. if thev^tf fl *J e on them being keot ^ 
honored them? v* would * h J hasn ’ t the Government 

file at the earliest Jo ss \bl e til arran eementa to Tee^his 

Respectfully 


John D. Hons 


/, V ' V- 


s>a 4 5359 


b’A 4 9177 


vs 


■ D&- 


yiiucj^ 


feiiii 

Yule-Born SonWssmg Since Korea 


°S?rM 

MCTN ' •'■ ■ - ■ 

© 


«Sg5® 


By GLORIA CAM1MSI 
The holidays arc. always tough on. John 
Monserrat. .. , . • . • . ' 

It is Christmas Day and he sie> at me 
dining room table turning over in his haucs 
an old photograph from L he Korean War. 

Tlw young man in the photo is dressed in 
the uniform of a U. S. Air horce servant- 


y*" 


. - ‘A 

•; ft -'V 

i.te 

r><\ > l 


' J . 


m. 

.1 


J(e ♦ stands with an . - 

• ’air of certainty, his_ 

• hand easy on iris hip. 

The young man is 
Monserrat’s son. Uis 
, name is Miguel — 

* his grandfather was - 
a Spaniard, the old 
man.. explains, But 
". everybody always 
called him Mickey, 
or Mike or Big Mike 
when he was playing 
football at St. John’s 
IhglL “He was 6 foot 

* Monserrat, 69, remembers the day . 
Mickey was born. 

It was Utristmas Day 192S and his wife, 
^Marcella,, had just finished decorating the- 
tree. 'Monser oil later a policeman, and now 
retired in Brigantine, N. J., was drivuig 4 

bus then. . , , 

“1 STOPPED THE BUS," he said, during 
one of his rims, “went in die house, and she 
was Still decorating the nee*. The doctor was 
there. When I came back after work, the 
baby was born and the doctor was gone, 
Monserrat also remembers the day early 
ir> to;? ihat he drove Mickey to die train 


M. Monserrat 


station at the end of a leave. “He waved iu 
me and . said, 'So long.' “ It was the last 
-time he saw his son, * 1 

On Father's Day 19S2, lie received a tele- 
gram saying die D-22 his son was aboard 
had crushed a few days before,, with no 
trace of survivors. . . - . . 

“But I always believed he was jtlive, ' 
'.Monserrat said yesterday at the home of his 
‘other son, a SEPTA employe also named 
£ John, 48, at 6603 Upland st. For 22 years, the 
V elder Monserrat has believed it; though 
!<; Mickey’s mother died accepting her son s 
Li: death. .... v" . 

Id 1956, * the U. S. Government ■ 'se«** a 
i, fiuongly worded note to the Russians rtVtefi 
it was “compelled to believe" the cl7/l <* 
at least two downed U. S: planes— eve .th* 

• B-29— were being held by (he Sovfcfis. Tr.h 
-/note' said the B-29 may have been fc'vt. near 
'Siberia. . ■ .*•' ‘ ‘ ' 

The Russians replied that they we 1 .* usW^ 
ing no American military perform**.. 

Kv. Through the years, bits «md rteocs os 
. rumor and fact came to Mo*w^» a J‘s ears, 

1 though nothing official woe 

BUT FRESIl HOPES v.»r C Miinii nhett 
two Americans captured by 1U« Utlws* w * 
1952 CIA spy mission— KicitarJ I-ccicjm aat * 
John Downey— were released in and 

And so tiie Monserrat family sol around 
tho table on Christmas Day— Mickey s birth- 
day-reliving all the pain and uncertainty. 

• * “It’s like the pieces of it P^. ^d the 
younger* Monserrat. “You don't know wnal to 
believe. and what not to believe."- 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORC- 

HEADQUAUTCRS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 2 033 0 


11 February 1975 


Dear Mr. & Mrs. Monserrat 

I enjoyed meeting you last Thursday. As we discussed, attached 
is a copy of the letter written to the Air Force Casualty 
Branch by Mr. William E. Koski, a repatriated prisoner of the 
Korean conflict. Also attached, per your reauest, are copies 
of letters from the Casualty Branch to Mr. Koski and to 
two other prisoners. Apparently, Mr. Koski was the only one 
who responded to the inquiry, although we will attempt to 
verify that while we are working on your other Questions. 

A summary of our meeting, and the list of questions/discrepancies 
you provided, is being sent to the Chief, Casualty Services, 

/\ir Force Military Personnel Center at Randolph Air Force Base 
near San Antonio, Texas. That office has the responsibility 
for maintaining contact with,* and providing information to, 
the families of Air Force members who are missing, captured, 
deceased, or who otherwise become a casualty. The trained 
analysts in their Missing Persons Branch will be conducting 
most of the research into your questions. They have already 
requested the Master Personnel Records on the entire crew 
of your brother's aircraft. I will assist them in their 
contacts with Washington area agencies. 

You should be hearing periodically from the Air Force Casualty 
Services Office as their investigation progresses, and we will 
also keep Senator Schweiker's office informed. The principal 
point of contact at the Air Force Military Personnel Center will 
be Major Ed Silverbush, mailing address: AFMPC/DPMSCB , Randolph 

AFB, TX 78143, telephone (toll free): ' area code 800-531-5501. 

You may call or write him directly, or if you prefer, my mailing 
address is: Hq USAF/DPEC, Washington, D.C*. 20330, telephone: 

area code 202-097-8116 . 




Again, I enjoyed meeting you, and Ihopc we'll be able to answer 
most or all of your questions. Please feel free to call either 
Major Silverbush or me v/henever we can be of assistance. 


Sincerely 



Personr 


Major, USAF 
:y Matters*...^ 


4 Atch 

1. Mr. Koski's ltr, 1/26/56 

2. Lt Col Steele's ltr to 
Mr. Hand, 11 Oct 55 

3. Lt Col Steele's ltr to 
Mr. Combs, 11 Oct 55 
Lt Col Steele's ltr to 
Mr. Koski , 11 Oct 55 
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M 496953/4/5 


' ri-6t~ f 

SAFiLI/Capt- linrr i s/cdw/57 3 76/ 1 2 Jan7 S/MQllSERRA? 


.•••! 13 1375 


ut.uator Schweiker: 


in behalf of tho r f?-iii-°nf°" r r? qUiry ° f ^ CCti:uber -Of 
U-JJT (J* ceas^.M * iT?**- . aercjeaut Mic;uel J 7 . ;ic 

i disappearance, 

contacted vou. 


1974, 

jonsorrat, 
. Gloria 


.-»Uunori ties in Air r’orce 


iica^ 


quarters report Sc-rgc&nt 


of « 12 r.ieraber crew of a C-25 vhich'-'i-C 
of jttln - "l T * *>*?****■ riisaion over the' "a* 

/.-u 10:17 a.n.7 Juno 3 " 13 ^r- rtCCi Vo,: ? ta A£i < Honshu, Japan, 

‘ vosotra to iaio thii J oa» an” r °' Jte frM 

-= approximately 60 tH$L a over WAtar *» far 
Votota eoti“atS S tt-”' $** aircraft ”** to return to 

:ls 

it ii 2 5 at **«» tl« 

Vohota An on ^ lein0 fairei to return to 

ou on ncueoule ar.u , at 7:20 p..t. , ,evo-al 
\; c ro fiiaae tn .-.r- ♦♦ ■ ■ -s i - i -• 1 * ^cve^ai at.t.u:i.rJii 3 

e-aft ^ 1 * raui ° contact with the Kissing Li— 

baling the K r ^“ eW 

'«»* caused the loss of the B-23, the to™ 

in addition A tf 4 e 3 torm U r.iSsing^in r action n (KiA) >n i 3 U u'>od 3 vne t ^ 0n " 

oewhat ^pera t ioa^^^s^r r- ant*’ • resu ^ t f participating ia*° 

S^3? “• *^^S*^SS*LT.SEr.; sss. 


li/e rafta ir and f L t; i a!J kn °V n to bs carrying three six-nan 

supplies to c wlch enough food and aedical 

co Cuio ior tae entire crcv; for three ti av «- 

j-e^cue operations were initiated at S:30 p.n. A total of 


CMBK 2 





<# 


10 aircraft participated in an intensive -earch of the 
proposed route and adjacent areas. nt 2 ; 4 P an 
one of the search planes sigh h ® oidTup, about 300 files 
aix-iaan lxro raft, lulled uaa 9 rnint a o proximate ly 

Off the southern tip_or hoK.caiuo, regained in 

100 niles off the .uissian e ** • olc to salvage the raft 

the area until aarnuetu, but v.e ‘ ' ul<1 it bo identified 
because of prevailing comiition-,^^^ ro port 

us belonging to the ui--i -g ® -nileo couth of the 

indicated a second raft was -e^n £ b(J vel - t eied. The 

t^vashe^^ 

sLsrsxa . - 

was there any sign, of survivors • 

At the lapse of a 12-nonfch period, Sergeant^Konsorrat 
i . r>y-r>\i rfmbf>r 3 were continued in a missing 
the Other crew r^btra « U| 489f Hissing Persons 

status pursuant Miction ^ 3tateB code) . The reasons 

for th^de termination to continue the, in 

are as follows. Under would ten^to conclu- 

\;oru for ^nic lenychy perished v;hen their aircraft 

sivaly esfcabli&n that. the cr w p probable location 

was lost « The route of this «-2S «ud *** p ^* tcCTinat ioiu 

at tho ti do of the a ^?rtft U ^nt e the"cchcduled route \/as such 
Official reports disclose that t n point where survivors 

that the accident nay have occurred «. , removed 

could have been rescued by 

fro, the area -xorc the ^ n ° / llot been substan- 

the following uay. xlli ^ s ^nto channels, however, tuts 
tiated throuya department Oa w sufficient to warrant 

possibility alone, although remote, crew until 

a continuance of the missing ^ full review of 

further information could ^ ^ ^_-, 9 was M ado in November 

the status of the £j g i J ;o information had buen 

aSWli uo,e 

•j^vival^Se^uiosing^status of Sergeant Honserrat and th« 



J 


ntdl0tf9G2J^tf/Sember3 was terminated bv a presumptive finding 
of death pursuant to Section 5 of the Missing Persons Act. 

The date of presumed death was recorded as November 15, 

1955. 

On July 16, 1956, our government specifically requested 
information of the united Soviet Socialist Kepublic concerning 
the possibility of thoir holding members of air crews or any 
other Americans. The Soviet Government replied on August 13 
and categorically denied holding any United States military 
personnel^/ Please assure Ms. Campisi that no intelligence 
was ever received which would substantiate a belief that 
Sergeant Monserrat survived the incident and was ever a 
prisoner. 

As an additional point of information, the 389 unac- 
counted for United states serviceman from the horean War 
wore declared dead under the Missing Persons Act. A fact 
sheet pertaining to our efforts to account for these men is 
attached for your information. 

Your interest in behalf of Sergeant Monserrat's family 
is appreciated, and wo trust you find tills information 
helpful. 


Sincerely, 

dcnald c. ht, rrrrv, coionH, usaf 

Con(' fLir.aiorifil inquiry Division 
Ohlco or Log > is!htt*a Liaison, / 


1) fact sheet 

2 Attachments 2) consti enquiry 
honorable Kichard J. Schveiker 


United States Senate 


3 


SUBJECT 


CASUALTY DOC STATION RECORD 


SSgt i-iiguel W. Monserrac 


Cape Harris L&L 



Cape Harris advised Chat Senator Schweiker's office had again called him 
regarding this case, and scared everyone up the Line Co include Che Senator 
was satisfied with our reply; however, Che sister-in-law was not. She 
seems co hold Che edge over her husband who is the brother to Sgt Monserrat, 
and so far as can be determined, the only primary Living NOK. *-'t the time 
of Cape Harris* telecon, unless maccers changed che brother is going Co sign 
a Leccer co review whatever records we have on SgC Monserrac. I again advised 
Cape karris chat Che only ching we had on Monserrac was che C/S Memo when w e 
made him dead and some newspaper clippings»^^^0i^i^■*<*■ 1 ■4^^■ , ■•*® ll ^™* , ' 

I |I U he asked if we did not have an incident report. I gave 

hima negative reply. He said, weLl he was just apprising me so I could 
gee whatever we have together because he is pretty sure these people will 
be coming to DC to see what we have; that the Senator's office has attempted 
to pacify them and could not. X asked Capt Harris if this was the brother and 
his wife, why was her name Gloria Campisi. He advised that he had since 
learned Campisi was not the sister-in-law, that she was someone else. Never 
the less, through some means the brother was signing a letter to see the records. 

'"'JANIE BECKNER 
Missing Persons Branch 
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M£.: 

M^AHTMENT OF THK AIRFORCE ■ 

HMO< > U «I^* VHTTKO STATU AJ ft ^ # 

mASHIM«TONa^OwC. 


v->r-S,.S v ' 




HQCRAMWM *08 UKFWY CHIB? 0* OTAW, Pmaong, 14 UU * 1988 

3JM!CT: of ^/®M) (ia. #4lfl (13 Jun 52 , 

• pacts .;'■■.■.''••>* ■- • 

conaiaeretlon^hf. * >U,8ixl 6 P»r»on» Act," re. 

to the dlaappearance erf the Air * Bd circumataac *“ relating 

Initially reported mlaaing on 13 Juj li8ted bel£w ' ^ »w 


***** ^'“t Miguel v. Jtonaerrat 


A* 13 164 064 


the Act, the^aubjact perao^Ii*^ °* thlj CM * pursuant to flection 5 of 
expiration of the Initial 12 “ th * 

the atatu* reporU and record* pertaining to 

repatriated or othenrtae <U,cio “*that they have notbaen 

•hie lnfornatlon la insufficient t^cS^i**^ f 0ntro1 004 tba * the avall- 
fate. •‘■uaurncient to condualvely entabUah their ultimate 

8-29 wtalcb d ^^ 5 ^S‘Al^^“^^ 1 % ed wo ”’ **• cr ~ ° f * ''' 

<m a claaalfled reconnalaaanea .??!<' J * paD < « 1007, 13 June MJ2. 

™ ° VOr the Sea of Japan. aCalr-^' 

which tine the rada/c£!ta«^M w t ' **1* *?,** flo “ “til 1320, at 
utes North, IkO degrees ko f* coordinates k6 degrees 5 ml*- 

of HoJckaldo at a pSw 120 a ® I * oxl “tely 100 nllea north '' 

rued to return S^koS C °“ t * «- alxenrft - 

eufflcient food «d nedic al eupp UeTto^r ffiTg 


w 


'"O&i 




.'lit: attached documents we.ro I'on-.-ardeH in Fpb 75 
co Major Lindquist for Captain Harris, LtcL. 

y 




Finding of Death, SR&D Case #41 8 (13 Jun 53 ) 


Memo for DCS/P, suoj: 

m s not r e “r th h i tbe firEt b - this sigh r 

IT June 1952 U o wrap *»!»'„ ^ the search was continued through 

95 ' ° wrecsa « e was found, nor was there any sign of survivors. 

?or „„ , D ' A “ e36a< i e was received from the Commander, Far East Air 

1952 stated that^ne^of f ice°^^ C ^f 1 report from R^o Moscow on 1 a June 
about two days before ^or was piclted up a Russian vessel 

forts to coJIrm tSs'reSrt^. ^ "'“T 1 !" DOt «d «f- 

the cited broadcast did Mt wrtaiT^^* 8 , ^ ter «» reported that 
their premise on the fact It Personnel from the B- 29 , basing 
warfare propaganda and mentlonerf U th eqUeDt broa<icaats concerned biological 
missing In 'Tf **** "«• Personnel reported 

"Big Switch" indicated SeVeral repatriates from Operation 

ing this crew 1owever ^he^r e cf T De8e *" d them 9uestions^oncer^ 

in a missing status in June 1953.^ thlB Cr6W 8lnCe they wo re continued 

DISCUSSION 

of thi 5 ; crew appeTSor^r 11118 ^ 8tatUa of the members 

clusively establish Se ir StlLff /l!” but are Sufficient to con- 

were continued in a miaaincr status i * twelve persons listed above 

han Shown the u 4 hS p^io^lTwi^els ^ that «*“*«« 

cerning the whereabouts or fate of United N«t dl8torted information con- 
appeared in territory controlled k Natl0Ila Personnel who had dis- 

in view of the fact Ihat there ha^ * countries. However, 

emergency actually bemi^he B^ TL^ “Vacation “ “ what 

abandon the aircraft and or tbat “y of the crew were able to 

nood that any of these twelve tier 6 U ? ° y f ° reign Personnel, the likell- 
aoly be cons^r^ TniTconcI^i i r, 81 31176 “ y no loa «er reason- 

Of over three years since to ! 1 substantiated by the lapae 

coming wnich would support a continue* 1881115 ' 00 ^or^ation forth- 

is reasonable to assu^that h»d r h presu “P tlon of their survival. It 
received from or about them d survived ^ a °oe word would have been 

visions of M Lt u /r f 8 PCrl0d - therefore, under the pro- 
W 490 > a Presumptive finding of death la warranted! 


2 


Memo x'or DCSP, suoj: Finding of Death, SK&D Case #4l8 (13 Jun 52) 

RECOMMENDATION 


c. It id recommended that, pursuant to the authority contained in 
Section 5> Public Law 490, 77th Congress, os amended, official casualty 
reports be issued stating that the missing status of the Air Force per- 
sonnel listen in paragraph 1 has been terminated by a presumptive finding 
of death. Further, that the casualty reports include a statement that 
the presumptive finding was made following a subsequent review of *1 1 
available information and, as provided by and for the purposes of the 
cited law, the date of presumed death has been established as 15 Novem- 
oer 1955* Death is held to have occurred while in pay and duty status, 
in flying pay status, in line of duty and not as the result of misconduct. 


1 Attacnment 

List of Source Material 



1 4 NOV 1955 


Under 
the Deputy 


the authority delegated by the Secretary of the Air Force to 
Chief of Staff, Personnel, the above recommendation is approved. 



Lieutenant Cmtral, IJCAF 
Deputy Ci.lftf of t Peruonnal 
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- . THE KBW YOBX vXXME3feTUB3DAy^ Jlip^ 1 


of U^S. Note on Mi^jng^^S 


A*xt»j m Tn« Xiw Tart Ttatf. 

WASHINGTON, July. I* | 

following U tfus text of a Unit«d\ 
SUtc J not# to Moscow aiotttj 
Uwled State* atrmeu *o id to 6oj 
m U« dopvot 

?h* Embtwy of tb# United 
States of Araerlc# prinatj ft# 
eompUmtnU to the Ministry, of 
Affair# of (he Union of 
Soviet. Socialist Republic* and. 

the honor- to refer to the. 
n«*e*Uon of the diienuon of. 
UplUd State# military ptnon*. 
nei in the Soviet Union. 

The United- state*- Govern- 
taint he* for eome time re* 
oetred, from persona of various 
wet io nail Lie* freed from Soviat 
Government impriaonment duf* 
ibrf the lest several ye era, re- 
pal-ti that they have conversed 
'►Rh, aeeo or heard reports con- 
twniDf United State* military 
dtfatioa peraonnal. belonging, 
•i&er to the United 8tat** Air 

( pSrce or to the United States 
pSvy air arm. in actual deten- 
tion in the Soviet Union. 

The United State* Gover*- 
mint ha* sougnt In all such 
yeaao* to obtain, if poeaible, pro* 
fcliie identification of Ajaancno, 

: national* detained by the So- 
viet Government, although It 
note* that by International lair 
and international practice the 
Soviet Government n obliged to 
inform the United State* Gov- 
ernment, firet of any American 
nationaio whom the Soviet Gov- 
ernment hold* in cue tody or to 
permit such national* to com- 
j mimical* with the proper -Unit-, 
i ed State* authnrUiea. 

The report* concerning auch 
personnel have now become- *o 
p« rai a tent and detailed, *nde<r. 
credible that, although the 
United State* Government 1* 
not able to identify by name 
the** American national* now 
detained by the Soviet Govern- 
ment, it request* the Soviat 
Govena megr ID * T ti Tg fBr “Th« 
Onifed Bm t r TjCtei iiuri m i* 

Oft B TT *W)B Pft* 
caiT m ilitary' 


''***'%$ 

r*r^5frf “ 

A«*s r 




~iOl f ^.t ^any ^l^pa ‘jw-e^taOTInr 
T~T8< 1 ~of whom^ tKg~"UnI I*d 
"Staffs Gover nment til got 
R^Tetafore heeft -1-1 IlffliriHMI * be 

tnr-sro*nr^ 



SpectOn C**«* Are Mamed-. 
Specifically, the United State* 
Government ia informed and 1* 
compelled to believe that the 
Soviet Government ha* bad 
and continue* to have under 
detention the following: - 
1. One or more member* of 
the crew of a United State* 
Navy Privateer-type aircraft 
which came down in the Baltic 
Sea t>rta i-u .»,*nl j, 1300. 11: « 
United Slate* Government haa 
•ince met lime received re- 
ports that various member* of 
the crew of thia United State* 
end are. ar- 


\sovisyr uniout’ 


Movo#)b*r«lcC<^. 




niKwimnaM 

The United State* aaid miasing Axherioaa Rixm*a fcJX ? * 

seefl^at Vorkuta (l)^and near Taialiet (^) j 


personnel, -all national* of the 
United State*: 

'"'Haa*'- - -- Sertil He. 

Atea. UvrJawt usT* 

SwwM, HMM W...„.U,, Mots USM 

Rfra^w, fciMe fl AL ip *U7J LTSM 

6 *fWM,-T«nnir l- Lu, 5 M 7 ti US* 

£*** Jr., JO* t* JUJU '. 3*44111 us* 

Tv ~ eo w..«„,„aoi,- 2i*rra us* 

} friM ATI, Bnou US* 

fwui. CAwrtA CTJ, 1MMJI US* 

Jr, Je«#» «...,ATt\ 3UU0 * . US* 
* — ito» «M JW...AU, U1MU US* 
Miming B-Zt Mentioned 
Ml Goe or more mem ben of 
the -crew of i United State* 
Air Fore* B-23 which came 
down ** June IX 1 MX either 
over the See of Japan' or atari 
the ja K amchatka of the 

Soviet Umon. An officer, he- 
Ifevwi by tha United .State* 
Government to have bean a 
mem ber of this crew, w&* ob- 
Mrved In October, UM3, in a 
Soviet hospital north of Maga- 
dan near the crossing of the 
Kolyma RiveJr between Eigen 
and Deb In at a place ceiled 
Ndrionburgi This officer stated 
|Uhal> he bad been convicted, 
wrongfully, under Item 6 of 
Article U of the Soviet Penal 
-Code.' - ■ *' . 

For* the Information of the 


on board the 
been-, mutiny -eincw ^mfel 
l&SU. were, «j . feUoww^^ 

' heae. . 

twe#, garnet ,JW0f> JU 

■Sailtrj Jmtt A.,..„^touL 3 

5 «nk#, Sewl */ it? aa JBGT 

xvtew* i. m 

bet* C. ...M/W.-, arKtr^e 

w..... s/s#^ Af tiuwei 

Rma tui r. »..lHa!u mw iq 

A«#«r,,1tacoe 6- S/Sw—Af umn . 
Mhbiiy, SMttr ,\u ifmwt 

, 3. While the; foregoing, ip*- 
ciflo ^caeee involve- the; ccew 
mambeni of two- aircraft, It 
thairthe flovgT j 
euima ^e 


may we ll 

Oovinra 


3ov#rtM*lHni 


«~grhgtV aft 
oTTE eUaiG 


^^y.ggg: 


The " United State* Oown. 
meat dealre* that th* &>vl*t 
Govemmant maka^ it* toqniry 
on the foregoing -subject aa 
thoroughly a* pmuoble, hot that 
it keep thia Emhaeay.lirfermed 

of proj 



b 


M nnnmttr t» i&OnMi wd ii 
compelled to heiUv* that the 
Soiiat . Gonnmuat ba' ■ bad 
” mil non tl ■ w to have und e r 
detention the following: 

1. On m. or QUKA member* ox 
(ha craw of a United States 
Navy Privateer-type aircraft 
which cam# down in tb a Baltic 
Sea area on April 8, 195Q. *Tpa 
United States Government has 
tinea that 1 time received re- 
ports that various mom bars of 
the crew of this United Btatas 

aircraft ■ - ware . . -axtcj 

tawed in Sorviet (leiaatKut 
places In lbs Fir Eastern area 
of tba Soviet Union. 

jq particuiaffa.it 1 > informed, 
and believes, that in i960 ***d 
in October* 1«3, at Isaac otta 
American - military aviation 
parson. bell*** to be 
her of tba craw of thla Upited 
States Navy Privateer. »«■ 
held at Camp No. » allegedly - 
near Taishet, and. coUe&Mv* 
(arm Noi », approximately 
fifty-four kilometers [about 
thirty-four miles) from Tai- 
shet, said to ba undar eeater«*> 
for allaged espionage. This 
American national was de- 
scribed as having suffered 
burns on tha face and leg*' In 
the crash- of has aircraft and 
tiding: crutches or a cane. 

Reports have bean received 
from former prisoner* of tba 
Soviet Government at .Vorkuta 
that in r September, 1W0, M 
many as eight American na- 
tional*, believed to ba members 
of the crew of the United 
States Navy Privateer to which- 
reference fair made*- had been 
•een in the area of, Vorkuta 
and specifically, that one W*. 
son who was interned at Vor- 
kuta in September, 1W0. stated' 
that he was serving a twenty- 
five year, espionage .sentence 
and bad been a member of a 
downed United State# aircraft* 
For the information pX the 
Soviet Government, the crew 
of the United States Nevra 
P.iu,t,«r whan It denar tod for f 


< 


Privateer when It departed tor*' 
its flight over the high seas i 
of ths Baltic consisted of the : 
following United States Navy 



jUAVXD, L. 


— -*r ;kiaator 


SA?LL*l/:ir. Crscer/cb/9 J -n/ 57361 
SAP'LL ~ jA>o 1 u (li* 10 Jan) 


. "^f! ia r>3S 5 a ~~ : u e to your irugiiTy cw -.0 xas odBaUfa f 15^0 la to* 

~- fci 5-i *-Lr# HiiiUiau Mt Moore concerning irutxsasloa y al&tlag to 

- -otter, t»iufcci* oergetais barsid. L* Moore* o^x^aut tjctao jus pi 

u utatua on 13 June 1J52 end usa praaaaad da&d on 15 i&vatfMr 

J&U 

At ta r , to d in a euraaery ©f the clxcuost&acea pertaining to the die- 
^i^aunca md cu rea si S ^r riclal status, of Sara^aat Meore. ltr« Coxa's 

- sad c a a e i-dn a for hi* brother &x» xmderetattiafcha, particularly 
— ^ no xtsaai^j ye»a reccniwctad tod the aaaa ar end «2a toils of 

*o not known* bougver, tex^ost S$OQVS*0 iinily has fritirn. kept iully 
-avifiad. or ull mf crea t i on palctive to hlsx status* If cay additiona l 

iw^ivod retjaruieg dla fate, thay util be nofciTisd imadietely* 


ttHaoutfi certain phase* of H* ^ ^ i4oo*» 

..ocaesa Pla nin g remain clusaifiad, thee* axo not ralovaat to tte s tsfcaa 
- Sergs aa fe Moore* ^he aapartmgtof Ha* Air Force has xecelwd no 
. -citlw i ntallio a a ce vcddi ucmld aubatagtiata +>^T r ber acaat - Hr^n y 
urviveil tha iacidont or uaa ever a prisoner of the OTwancwxt of 
— * Uolaa of Soviet Socialist l^^WAcs (oaSB)* 


It la a a«^«?n that Mr. Monro's reference to his tacrttar I * * 4 a xw> 

-rca Uingopen in “Archive*" raftoza to Sergeant Mocm^s fcfeofe* wUltarr 
■•ora onwl Booords w*Hch am at Hut records depository at St* Louia* 
-uyjourl* < r >b ou Id Mr* Moore daelr* to review tnnae Air Fcrc* xaooxvU 
-■j^rdiag Uis brother, it Is e u g s ea tod that ha vrlta to Ha Oilaf, 

■ir Force Bianca, Mllltaxy Personnel Regards canter, G5A, 9700 
• fi*- Ic « ia 32, JOaacurl, and safe* kls nq^st 

. wiiH it be acre corosalaat ibr Mr. Moor* to zwisv Ha records in 
s ~‘ 4 ^<* 6 klnfitcn, b>* C., Am be adoald advise t hm c 3 Uaf t 
- -acd, mjTOtorate of MlUtazy Ftonazuol, Haadtgiaartarp, Uoitod 
^oeo Axr Force, d artrin gtett 25 # c* Ha au>ald alloy ealflclaat 
t, iUi oelora nia eaticiyete i Tlalt so that Haa reocnis aay be pro* 

— ’cd ffoa tba rucorda capcoitoiy, ad arma^atana can bo >^u» 

^ eawlfic tb-i for tka peraoal of Sarflooat Uooxe'a recosds* 


I Lo^e tin above Inf&aaitiaa be uoozUU IT vo can do any* 
fur ther to ascis t you, let toe icoou* 

-iH 

iced 2J Lee Not Ackaed Fvdod Slacemly yourSP;C00BD C 42K Mr. eraser 
iiLP-S w/Bua 3 extended 9 Jan 
J lLU lS S g sq ad fi» fvdod bed can neao rj^ORGE M. r. 0 ;”.:iIAHT 


■ MtbflBteaatasderfhr coiwresi: 

OlYice 0 

.li X l ld S wt&ab^iMaauco 1* Ltr tn a coast! 


’jioti 

;. ...on 
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jUTBC^X-aA^O dlchefttcr/ cdw/5695?*' " 


llhSASiOJil roa Q1Z2F# CTBOmfiTOBAL MVI 3 I 03 , 

SXHgCTQBATB Of LgUfiUTTYS UAI 30 S 
Ami MAJOJl O. t. BAggEI 


i JUf 

1 . ^oferesco is Binds to Suspense Cm> bdlU* 5660 a, 


SUBJECT x Starr 

Utc.tii» 1 t 15 


0 
1955 


2. Starr Jergesat JtoN»4» Jacker# >$1$ 391 313# mm a cr«* i 
aboard a fi*29 aircraft which Mr faMi «I»pea* on 

1952* to pcrrora a eUiitflairiwt oaatoa*> re crtniml mmca m ission owar ttaa. 
.ca of Japan* tern last wdto<OBim with the 0-29 was a routine position 
report indicating the adrctmfh ban iaTt the coast ©f J apan end .was. proceed 
ing xuirttaeMra over ta^ ; - '. \ 

3* Approximately 100 nils* north of Itafckaido# Jajsa# at a point shoot 
ISO Lillaa rroa tin* Susslan coast# radar contact was lost with ths t*29. 

>.nea tec aircraft railed to return to Xbkota Air Base at the s ched u l ed tine# 
Air itescua facilities were alerted Mit roll scale aerial search vaa initi- 
ated. Tie following da/ an empty six sea life raft was sighted# right aide 
-p# a point approximately 100 alias off the Sua s ion coast# 300 miles off 
cu« uoutfcarn tip of Hokkaido* Approaching da r k nes s prevented the rooovery 
of tl*s rule. It could not be definitely identified as la lo n gin g to the sub- 
ject a~ 29 # tier could It mibasqveflUy be locat e d * The extensive# organised 
^orch of th*i xaroposed. route of the missing aircraft ns well as other ad ja- 
cent wrvsa w which it say have traveled was suspended 17 duos 1952. Bo 
: :-.r‘o rtr.3«y f i^>ii obtained i suli the whereunoutfl of the B »29 

or its crew. 


h* iuriicaat bee her cad the other tagsrear s of his crew were c ontin u ed 
in a missing status until 15 hovenner 1955* losad upoa the results of a 
fall review cf the facts and circumstance* Involved In tills ctue# their miss - 
lug status was terminated by a presumptive f in d ing of death pursuant to the 
provisions of auction 5 of the hissing ferscs a Act. Jhe date of presunsd 
death vua recorded ns 15 hov eater 1955* 


9 . : :jGgr essaaa horb l a d oa/ bo ieferjaed that the hendllncs In thn Jour- 

nal luil>- paper of Portland# Oregon# appejnently refer to the new r e l ea s e of 
our Uovemaea^s note to the ocnrlet Uni on on lb July 1/56* The note stated 
that credible reports had been received Indicatin g that Amer ican nationals # 
who c oul d not be Identified by ueuuo# tsight t-e detained by the Soviet Government. 


11 S 5EH T 37 37 nZ£S5 

i-iPRSP-s-: i-a 



'Jama for Chief, Congress tonal Div, Wr of L&L, subjs 3taff Scrgsant ftaseoe 
0. Becker, Af 19 391 313, (Coot) 


The note cited two cases, one of which concerned an officer awocUUd with 
Ser ge an t Becker 1 ® 3-29, and ceded the Soviet Ooveranat for detailed infer- 
aatloa eonca ming each American gill tery person who say have been detained 
It toe Soviet Union at say tlaa since 1 January 19^*9- Co 13 August 1956, 
the reply of the Soviet Govearment categorically denied holding say United 
-tiiua unitary personnel. Ccngreeeaaa lorhlad nay ho assured that no Intel* 
ligaaoe has boon resolved which would substantiate a belief that S er ge an t 
Bocjuut survived the Incident sadvaa. aver & prisoner In the USSfl. Sergeant 
Becker’s fatally haa been fully advised of all infer— tl an relative to hie— 
acatus and if any additional facte are received regarding hie fate, tfcegr^ 
will ho notified iaaaeolataly ffc> 

6. It Is noted thattbe-lettrafxoei Congress— a Sorhlad 1^1 lee that 
Sergeant Becker was reported? "eisslng^lu actlas- la the Jtomo conflict* 

'ihu cam *&iaaiag in action* le usedjWhon en Individual disappears ae a -- 
result of participating in combat operations. Sergeant Bec k er we* not on 
a c orne t mission and, therefore, wee reported in a statue of t?1ng only, 
:<ira* Alias hacker, anther of Sergeant, hooker vse previously advised of the 
•re a i d n g , of this terminology* Since the Department of the Air Jteroe has 
never le arned what caused the loss of.-. the B- 29 , the tern shot- down", ae 
used hy Congreaeoaa hoorfelad's constituent, le an erroneous as adaption. 

7 * This paper la of a routine nature and requires ns additional 
coordination. Any inquiries gay be directed to Major tf. 3. Chi cheater, 
extension 56957. 

3EE CHIZ? 0? STAST* 


1 luci 

3usp Case dAFLL 56602 
i-rfsto it/3 dt Z<j May 53 
v/l incl 


V. C. liEAEC 

Lt Colonel, U3AF 

Asst Chief 1 Casualty Branch 

Special Activities Group 

Directorate of Military Personnel 



Samuel H., 24 aJ ■ 
^T 733 811 , C«cd 15 Jtov 55 
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A-iatan^ who 

Although he Indicated from entlUed to ^ exemption, 
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Lt Ool Davison // / ' / 
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FOREIGN OFFICE NOTE 79/OSA OF AUGUST 13 REFERS TO 
EMBASSY NOTE 42, JULY 1 6 , (ON AMERICAN FLIERS IN SOVIET CUSTODY) 
.VOTE CLAIMS "CAREFUL INVESTIGATION REVEALS NO AMERICAN CITIZENS 
FROM AMERICAN AIR FORCE OR NAVAL AIR FOiRCE ON SOVIET TERRITORY. 
INVESTIGATION "LEAVES US DOUBT" EMBASSY'S CLAIM HAS NO BASIS IN 
Fa;:. SOVIET GOVERNMENT considers NECESSARY observe that 
" JO GOVERNMENT WAS APPARENTLY MISINFORMED BY PERSONS WHO ATTEMPT 
6Y FALSE INFORMATION HINDER DEVELOPMENT NORMAL RELATIONS BETWEEN 
-SSR AND USA". 

WALMSLEY 


REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
COPY, IF CLASSIFIED, IS 


PROPOSED DRAFT 


/ d' ‘-•d// y / ?y 


bb-JmCT: Utn te Department Koto of lo July 1956 to the Soviet Union 

Te: Co^anander 

boiling Air l-’orce hose 

£*«&': Personal Affairs Officer 

Uashin^toa 25, D. C. 

1. Oa 16 July 1956> the State Department ached the Soviet 
Co.'craaanh for detailed information concerning each American nil- 
Xie-ry pore on who nay have been detained in the Soviet Unioa at any 
t:u “- GinCQ 1 January 19 ! '9, about whom the United Staton Government 
}. u; not heretofore been informed, 

2 . In particular, our Government queried .the USSR about the 
ere,.- of an Air Force D-29 which vent doun on 13 June 1952 ^either 
° vVi ‘ ^cu °f japan or near the Khcichatha area, of the Soviet 

U La.cn, Karnes of the cron: members were listed for the' information 
of the Soviet Goverwoent. 

3. One of these crew timbers whose casualty assistance case 
*a.o assigned to your base is 

Lf * ^ of hin or any member of the family should 

- J 0U1 tase, uou that the text of our Government ‘a note to. the 
So/j.-ru Union las been released to the press, you should explain to 
Lil>J a t£ils Headquarters has received no additional inforisatica 
viiieh would change the facto related to them at the time the pre- 
su.v; mvc finding of death was made. 



2- You should further advice them that they vi 11 bo promptly 
aiviccd by headquarters U3AF if any tangible information, is received 


regarding the ultimate fate cf thin particular crcu and that nothing 


further rill be known until the Soviet Union replies to the State 


ll^srtaent'c note, 

ey cmai of 'ins cum? o? staff: 


K* J. BEEVES 

Ma^cr General, USA F 

Director of Military. Personnel 



12 September 1955 


l^OiUiUOM FOki Major Harvoy h, Uav4d.ua * 

S’Ji.JUCTi St«Vco IXiparfescnt (Mr# KJ.au c * rolo in tho thrco air or aft 
id.ua ins i» tho boa or Japan). N 

1. Oil 9 2cpte;:ibor 1555* I tclkod v.ith Mn % . Klaus of Stata 
Department with roforcnoo to new inform.- tiou on tho b-20 ( bullish 
crow) miusiu^: 7 October 1952. 

2. 1-rou our conversation* 1 learned that his function is 
lo^r.l in nmsuro - working on tho presentation and eul^iiasiou of 
drums to vh o _i nip rr./.; t].vnd._Qpurt of Justice at Xh<j jhi£uo. It 

1 1 ppu a r i j d \ ( x u ;: o mu centra a 3 involved :li; u dispute j.;Xot conr;oht 
_to air t la-ir die put o before unv action is tif:sn~byi th ou Court. 

-- — — 7r _ 

3 » c :r. In , 1110 cr ‘ G0 ° r Ul ° ;u20 (Mnslich orew) w&iiiu- 7 
0o ^! ? ?. r J L A"!:* tho 5 ta to Department has presented u claim to tho 
Intern nvionul Court of Justioo, 'J:o U35K hr. a formally refused 
to f;o into court in thlo cuao, Our claim still is on record 
and 3till open for possible future action .cl cm/; theca lines by 
our Statu bo par taunt, 

b. In tho oftcc of tho KJ>*50 (Tejeda crcnv) missing, 29 
July 1953* ?Ir. Kluuit lies prepared a olein for nubbin a ion to tho 
International Court* but action has boon sue pended -bocauoa tho 
J^opartmont of the Air Force does not sanation ifc 3 presentation 
to tho International Court of Justioo. 

o# In the oaso of tho 11*29 (fuccli crow) niosinj; 15 
Juno 1952- no claim bus boon prepared by Mr, Klaus, Uo report 
iron tho i ■apartment of tho Air forco reooived that tho aircraft 
woo snot down* Informed fhfra that v/o hud a report that on 
lo June 19a'! radio r.oocovx broadcast that ono survivor picked * 
up by a vossol about two days before. Mr. Klaus stated 

Iio did not novo tJii t> information and requested it bo a cut to hiu* 


Raymond C* Obortono . 





OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


August 20, 1956 


LEGISLATIVE AND PUBLIC AFPAIHS 


Lear rir. Bennett i 

This is in reply to your latter of August 15# 1956 > 
regarding Airman Second fit ass Marvin Jacob Xaioinen, 
16313003, whose parents have Jh&wri sports to the effect 
that ha might possibly be taeldin a Soviet prison camp. 

Aa you are already probably aware* thbTO have been 
rumors from time to time concerning the possibility of 
American personnel, particularly airmen, being held in 
Soviet prison c amps * Quite recently, on July 16 to be -t- 
uxsct, the Unr tea. States Government. specifically re- 
quested of the CISS&. on c oncern! n g t he possi- 

bility of their boldi n g members of air crews or any other 
Americans*’’ 1 One of these crews was also on a £-29 type 
aircraft which was lost closs to an axes held by tbs Com- 
munists on. the see* day* Anns A3#:1952, that Airman 
Kaainea*s plane was lost* , Consequently, it is believed 
that the story which the Saarinen jam ly has heard might 
pos siul y have marie reference to this crow in sons manner 
or another, thereby raising the hope in their n-inH^a that 
their son is, dive. and. also. a- prisoner* it. this point I 
nig ht state that^Vm August 13 the Soviet Government in 
reply to the United States Gove rnmen t categorically 
denied hold ing ary United States military personnel* 

In order to Aal.p both you and the {farm n^n family to 
better understand this situation more cle arly, X n ad,— 
^yi$.fl_you that the B— 29 upou. which Airman Kaminen was 
v. r aaoardcjiaa lost approximately ninety miles from Kwajalein 
I slan d which is, as you know, in the aad-Pacific northeast 
of Australia* This area since World War II has been 
designated as the Trust Territories of the Pacific Island 
and is under the supervision of the United States* Ad- 
ditionally, the island la several tho usand piles from 
the nearest Communist bald territory* Therefore, the 
geographical factor in itself won! d most certainly pre- 
clude the possibility of members of this crew being 
picked up by the Cocaunisrfc elemenb&o 

It is certainly most regrettable that these con- 
flicting and. ccs cure reports have had the tendency to 



reaew ago nising thought* in the ainda of parents who have 
already suffered so suoh in the loss of- a son who was 
serving his country. 

If I can bo of further assistance to you, please ad- 
vice me accordingly. 

Sincerely yours# 


WADS H. FL2ISCi££ 

Colonel, 15AF 
director 

Office of Legislative Liaison 

honorable John B. Bennett 
House of Representatives 


cc^ AFJMP-5-1 Attn i Lt Col Steele 
ASO/OSD Attn: Mr. ^elleher 

M/ft: Coordinated with AFIMP-5-1 (Lt Col Steele) 
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A-5697 



Richard A. -Steele 

Lt. Col. UoAF 

Chief, Casualty 3 ranch 

Personnel Services Division 

Directorate of Military Personnel 

Dear Sir 

I recently recieved a letter from your office, dated 11 Oct. 55, for- 
warded to me after u considerable delay. 

This letter is in relation to your investigation of the fate of Major 
SjEual N. Busch, last of t'na 91at St rat. Recon. Squadron. 

As you are aware the communists asked me numerous questions about 
Major 3usch, expressing enough interest in him, to ihe exclusion of 
any of hi3 crew members as to indicate to ao the likelyhood of their 
rolling the Major a prisoner. 

I was firat approached on the subject in late October or early Hov- 
auoer of 1952. This occurcd after the communists discovered I had 
toon involved on a search mission looking for the Major's ship. They 
asked about Buach and only about him, which to as jived with the 
communist radio report that had been monitored in Japan on 15 June, 
stating that one officer airman had been picked up, (Verify w ith 
Major John Norton or Col. Fredrick McCoy who were then with the plat) 

They proceeded to question me about Major Busch, very intensively, 
including questions about his personality, past history, previous 
Corvice, etc. Having been aquainted with the Major at both Fairchild 
and Tokota I knew a little random information about him. Most of this 
coing common knowledge, I told what I could in the belief that my ver— 
ifying whatever the Major had told them would relieve some of the 
pressure undoubtedly being put on him. 

They never would uay what happened to the aircraft or that .there 
were any aurvivors. Cn the other hand my accusations that they had 
shot the airplane down in international waters and wero holding surv- 
ivors wars not denied. At no time that I can recall did they ever 
give any indication of the source of their knowledge or reason for 
their interest in Major Busch. 

As I have already stated, their interest in the Major certainly 
seemed to me as enough indication that they were holding him. After 
1500 hours of interrogation I know that they didn't bothsr quest- 
ioning about immaterial matters. They had a definite interest in 
Busch and since they never naked or made mention of any of his crew 
I assumed he was the only survivor. 


■ 0 0 

<SZi&,Xe-G repatriated Major 'JUliom 3aumer might have core to 
****“- ii 1 1 mrii < -oii-v^tofai s subject since he commanded the search mission on 15 
Juno and waa later a prisoner in tha same jug and with the same 
interrogators as I had. 


This last will probably be of little interest to you since it ie 
only ay conclusions regarding the incident, a result of my exper- 
iences with the Chink3, <u you know the search ciaaion did locate 
a A iia raft, safe indication that there were survivors. Since the 
raft could only hava been launched from the rear entrance door or 
the mid-upper raft compartments , why should the J%/0 who would have 
to crawl through his escape window to get out of a ditched 3 - 29 , be 
the only one to make it, with the exclusion of 10 or 11 other can? 
(The opinion of those who saw the raft in the vrater was that it was 
the type to have been la unched from tha rear door rather than from 
the fuselage compartment, indicating that there must have been sur- 
vivors from the aft sec cion) Therefore, if there were one survivor, 
there 3‘r.ould have baen several, though this is in contfadiction with 
all I could find out from tha OhinkaT 

Qeneraly , ^ I could glean considerable information from the communists 
by manipulating the answers I gave to their questions in 3uch a way 
as to gain a fair idea as to w hat their current problem was. How- 
ever, in this case I failed to do much other than establish my own 
conviction that survivors, including Major Busch were being held 
prisoner. 


Other than this there isnt much lean add except that I sincerely re- 
gret this delay in answering. This thing has intrigued mo for a long 
time ani I would greatly appreciate your letting me know if my as- 
sumptions aa to the Majors fate^correct or not. 


Respectfully yours 

<L 

.lilliam 2. Koski 

1/26/56 
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iUSCU, Saouel S., AJH6>-12-E-3/G. Euff/men/56755/l Herr 55 
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— • i-ir* and Mr a. iliac hi 

it JU vi tli ace? regret that I &ust officially notify you ox* t he ter* 

.tica of tins ul ae lu g auicua of your aos, tiajor baacal Li, iiiacft, since 

.au w leader reasoaaoly be presuiooa to be olive. 

iuia ti - . -n fl qvtoO cra has Just completed a full review of the facts and 
— oaun ;ccs refuting to u«e status of your sou and bis crew uuabers. 

- .. oa hnav, Major base! va* continued in a itiaaing statue fracaase the. 
uji&d.i: Q u te . u £ i aaLl & UU fc w ut ^wh ab e t it . r gi^s^^AlpU i ■ tsA 

- M-wtf- atccr- att fis oar a. oilirfjLjaaai: Bigftt lau^om ydstod UB- fcy^fh&jjg 

- . >uuncJL. ;,aa r.v-^-y bees- eals-ts ahsadaa t hftflj r aircraft*. Haf ortunately, no 

- ^risaticn ha* ever been forthcoming Iron any source vnicu vould ludicate 
■ — * uaurouucy actually befell the £~2$ and sufficient tlsae boa elapsed 
— ' -ug voice It is reasonable to assume some vara vould have been received, 
— -uiy crew ouabers survived. Ia view of this lapse of over three yeere 

u your son ana. ala ertsv became ala dog, and the cookie to absence of 

iti ation voice would support a cautioned pruuuuptiau of tr.air a or rival, 

- - -aa ciily bo concluded that they nay na longer reaeunauly be presumed to 

- 

^oauotiuuatly , it nao become necessary under tie yrovruioau of the 
— .dog icrsoaa Act*' to tcraiaate Jfiojar Bunco's missing statue by a pre- 
- sive finding, of death, the presuaad date t-cxng recorded uo 15 lioveie* 

— ■ i£!>5* ibis is not considered to he the actual or pronaole date of 
— u, but it is ustatlished in accordance with the cited lav for the 
. - „-oue of terminating pay and settling accounts. Aa official report of 
... cnanga in his status has bean issued by the topar taunt of the Air 


v.c i'ua line how u-U crossing it in to receive so little iui'oxmtioo • 
-voat hia fate, while vc can offer no assurance of further particulars, 
- •— i taut you to know that the termination of his aliasing status will 
~«*t affect our efforts to obtain more eccqplete os tails. You nay be car* 
uun that you. will be notified iaasdiately if additional information is 
received concerning h in * 



I ca, QXZsvtijUxj Ua t UiU 4 c«j <*»& '* * tfc* 

*■« rfi’wi' **<•->*• > ~ tt o c #jpc ay ^ i > 4tt V6y 1~> jvujr 

rliu^srely ^our» # 


-;- J. .*a£¥23 

&Ureat4r c*t jdlli tury Jt*raa**x 



> David L, *Egt, AF 15229915* Deed 15 Hov 55 
Luther/kds/6 Jacc6l 

Dra-it-er/ Obertone 

Sl&fittHT o? JHE CXaCISfiCASCi^ tif. ™k-pr 

GP ' 

ssasag aaan &' jpoeg, af 1522932.5 

1 . :iaatear SsassaDi David U Hxwe, ,«? 1582950L5, at a cmr neaber abend a hT 
---^ which departed Sakata AUr te, Japen* anJ3 June 1952, to 

.wroxa a classified, aaa*ccab«fc, reeoaaslsesnce si Asian crwr the Se* of 
^ last radio c ont act with. Use B*29 vaa «. routine position report 
— ^ a. e ating t ha aircraft hadiioffc thesoiMjfc tf -JapHttad v> * j * p ro cee ding 
tiiuard over. ■«&tar . 

- . Appmri.mfttfil y 100 alias north of JXokfcadUlo, at a prrtT»». u to t i2Q , A . . 

— — a frea tbo. fiirarta n coa rt > rsdttreoQtnci vaa lost with, the b- 29 . idm 
"* — ai rcraf t dUsd to metmnato Xojkota Air house at tta ccbcduiUd tliHp*. iix *--'■■ 
-oe facilities were fllarted and a full jcsto serisl ugj® 4^4Hn^ t 

— ^ ioUowing <l«sr aa csofty six mtUDt WCtitaa aigbeed, right aide u®, at 
<i : ~in£ aeprod nata ly 100 bUm oiX tea ftUMlaa coast, 300 aUes OJX tbs 
..— ciiaro tip of a . -ittai . l S o . iCTSoochlng dacfcpcaa prawatMO. the recovery odt : ;.i ... 
1 — lb co ul d cot bo definitely Identified as i^injipHng to the subject 
nor could it be ate extensive, organized seared 

cf woe proposed route of the *1 as ueH as other 

to which it may have traveled was a ua pad ad 17 JUa* 1952* tfo.infomatim uaa 
ooc. -dnrtj which would indicate the tteraabcuta of the or. its crew. 


5* An unofficial report intagg^tad on JL& June 1952 from Radio ifasccw stated 
one survivor, an o ffi c er , was picked up by a Russian vessel cel or about 
l-t wune 1952* lao identif ying data was given, scar had the report been confirmed 
Uuaugh of ficial channels. In an invewdgatlon conducted by the overseas caa* 
and the State Department, perms who had reported hearing thi^ end 
hxra rin a s tB ware contacted and Interrogated. 2he y have stated that 
w, ^ .i ca s u a first believed to bt related to the i^2S in question voro latex 

- - -Aritaly established as pertaining to an officer who van reported p?*g*l T* g ia 

— —on on ih January 1952. 

r. At the Ispae of a 12 south period in the missing status. Sergeant Ubore lad 
'-w ot her xseobers of this crow were in ^ ?ri pg status pursuaock 

to whs provisions of section 5, Hissing Demons Act ftitle 5&,-iBC; \Appir 10Q5).- 
--- ral loving were the reasons for Ay^rmt naticau tbier caoditicce, 

-*- whceacc of nay vard for this lengthy period of tine would to exclusively 
OwC«ilish that the crew i*rr**h*<* uh aa their aircraft vss lost. 2he routs of this 
and ita probable looatlnn at the tisak of the precluded such a 

c^c ^ rt na t i o n . Official reports disclose that the scheduled route of the aircraft 
was such t h a t the accident may have occurred at a Ti t where survivors have 

wacc rescued by foreign peraonasl and r anoved toon the area before the 
cf our search aircraft on the foil owing day. 'HxX& supposition. In vi not been sub* 
jra rt iated through State Deportsaect channels, However, this possibility eloaa. 



-Lthauaa reuxjtc, vu* suf ficient to warrant * coral nu a n ce of the mailing status 
it tiia entire crew -until further irfnrrmtloa could be developed* A full review 
t tha status of' the personnel of this £*29 was asoe in Ikarvwaher 1955 ™ re* 

, fetOed the foUotfii^t rao iaSMasttoa had been received fiaa any eaane which 
;auU laU-cata %*at caerseacy tetter teftilthe d 

i tV-rlng which it is renacoaole to essuse sow deficits t ntel ] lgeooajiouia 
^aaw been received* had «g awf »eatoa*» survived* Xa vie»of the la^asat tiiw 
jsA complete eh&enea of jtfewrtlOft vfideli would. support a. py—^ ioo 

of their survival # the ni ssteS* statoS’Sf ’flars eact Hcoiro 
here of ttua B*£9 waa tarniasfead^frT * tgaBWBPtiss XU fi in g of acaui pBlMBttt 
me pxavlslcaieaf' nation 5 Of the Act. tte-4«*o ^ death miMMto 
ss 15 fcwtif 1955. ' -• - **p£*j- 


5. Ca 16 July 1356 the a Mint oftM tMtt d m et n pct-tttnn cdfthe flan ra - 

Jeot ctf the U33B In the £o*» of e notw^dsfc 

been received minting thefc Anetleaa. BttloaaU* Mho coeia not he M n wMfl ed 
by Baa*, aisbt be detained ty4he flee t e d ri i »v«mi»nf ■ 3&a non n t e i t mtenam, 
one of which c a no ame d aa oflO ^FW b»»was ws a om a fc aft-iii *h;*s «aMs>aralMB>* a*j;' ^ 
j- 29, end anted the-flaelte* M«a« D at *arde t n » e r1JrcfWq tt ^^^ 
mrtceanmiaBy gerenetoterb^ la t he . fl at l e t ItrUm e t an y 

biae since 1 Jsnuaiy 19>>9r teelc*tUwiui ^» tn el wnatJ 

13 August 1956, eteegertohUy d«d*A teelr holdlng eay M s Idtoe mj3*X* xr wx* 
sacnel. Uhls the Ifclteft flUte* 

uy the news nodia*^- ■ v.-. ****-■- x ■* »- — :,i - •**•*■-■ 1 


A. BJgRKEKIEP 
.kijul, ISAF 

I^recxcrow of unitary Jferaonnei 
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-v k ,Tjorunduio for Kacordt 

1« letter fr Hr* R ich a r d K. Moore to flemr^r John a. Cooper, end, rood 

-z thu a ct ua t or ' a office 19 Deo oO, vaa Xaruardad to SATLL. Hr. Creator, &XKL, 
57361 forwarded Itr to A?IW-8*0L for preparation of a draft of proposed 
reply vith suspense date 3 Jan 61. Hr* Moore Is the brother of K3gt David I* 
:ixu*, missi n g .13 June 195 a and streamed dead. 15 ~ Bov 55* Brother indicates 
S e na to r helped him get info before but AF Security p r eve nte d aa rt esrs tp all 
the questions (Prior congressional correspondence - Senator Cooper » 

Suapanoe Casa 06t22C, dated 27 March 1993)* Mr* Macro is now requesting all 
infonoation pertaining to the status of his brother. He apparently is anxious 
to see the records as he la also requesting when MBgt Moore's records vill be 
open in "Archives 11 a a he understands that they v ill be then open to the public. 

2. MSgt Moore's HER called for fratt MHtC, St* Louis by Airmail Expedite* - SASXL 
requested to resuspend case to 9 Jto 6l oinca records nec and not received, ly 
the 3rd. Information in gxammry of proposed reply extracted fr HSR and tuppl 
Hissing Report on file AKBflNS-l-O. With reference to "Archives 1 * it ia believed 
:ir* Moore la referring ter the records depository. Hegardlaas, it appears his 
^nln concern io to view his brother's recorda. Believe va offer to sake 

files available to him at St. Louis cor Washington whichever is most convenient tc 
him. Wife then residing with Sergeant Moore's mother, vaa offered the opppxv 
vanity in 1952 to view the recards but did not respond. This also vlU possibly 
convince the hOIC that info is not being withheld* Hr* Morlarty, AFCAS, ext 
72526, coordinated approach with reg to "Archives'* question end inspection of 
files contained in hurt paragraph .by telephone coav v/Hr. Obertone, AFSHMMt-C 
on p Jon 6l. 


J. G* LUTHER 
.iajor, USAF 
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201 Busch, S ran >ff 1 9., AO 733 913. 

Baf2b 9 J«ly 52 


Hra . Sutto 
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1952 


L*i+r Hn* Bmolu 

j . , - r ..., . . .- 

Slaco I 1 soft c oan a mlrat sd with you, a report ha l 
th« OTtmM nmumlai c«fltrttU| tbi Jokmi tviata inAiag to 
aid in g status* 1 Jmotr that |wm to Imm as 

aiT vnut happened to your butMod^ M«j^ y 



Our report otetM that Major task m ttos alxonlt < 

^9 type oircraft wh ic h dep o rted from Dakota Air Boo, lkw, 

13 June 1952, on a mImIm pfnr ttos fftt of Japan < «. . 

aircraft m last seen whan it departed tnm Dfckots Air Kim it 10 tVf iau 
aoo t be Last radio contact sea a routine jpaitlai tmettisloi at IOiOT t.s. 
lour r . utanri 's p l a n e vu treated toy radar «ntll 1:20 p*n*«hea it left the 

ruour acne. Utoaa the aircraft foiled to return aa scheduled, Air 

Service use alerted and a eeareh tea bifou A total often alMitfl 
tlto proposed route of ta nlssUg plane onlto Ana 19$2. Aa mmty 
life raft vbs s i g ht ed tout could not to* retrieved sad Identified aa 
toelcaging to ttoa glar in g aircraft* The search niruwd on 15 y* 
adala on 17 June tout all effort* to loeato mlvon^M netsttto \ 
results. AH crave on Mtaalo a n la the area have toaan art t UX toe torleltod 
to ma in ta in ewnrstUaaoe for c rldasaa of ttonnlaalag ores. there era ae 
tocovn eyewitnesses or persons haring knowledge of ttoe facts eummrtlne 
tie disappearance of the aircraft. ~ 

I seat to assure you that If your touatowrt ia located or any other 
iaTomatioa ia aecured regarding tola, a report to ttoot effect sill toe - - 
fu rn1 a hft d 3 W without delay* Va sill continue to record tola ea 
uatll such tine ea hie fate la ascertained. 


X Join ia ttoe hope that there sill 

your hus b and end tat it sill toe ferorctole. 
tci* period of salting* 


toe semsdefinite mss of : 

My syspat toy eon timers daring 


Sincerely yours. 


; 

_V* _ 
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CASnAUT CIESTIOHHAIKE 

At 25 minutes alter midnight on 4 July 1952, X had already received 
>erd there '^wre 5 enemy aircraft in the area on an interception course. 

4a viero at 22000 -feet and alter I turned for the target they started passes 
cn ua from about S o ‘clock position high. They got direct blasts in the 
center wing tank, inboard fuel tank; #2 engine was on fire, as was the 
auxiliary power unit and the oxygen system. The elevators were burned av^y 
and there was fire and smoke throughout the forward compartment. ?/e were 
at 22000 feet when 2 ttq were hit and the last time I looked at the indicator, 
we were 20000 feet. This ±x all happenad within a 3 siinute period. The 
navigator left his position, crossed over the open hatch and facing aft* 

The nose gunner left his position and was standing behind the navigator* 
There was no action ceing taken so I pushed tho navigator out thru the nose 
hatch. X grabbed hold of the nose gunner and attempted to push him thru tho 
exit, hereupon ha took a swing at me. I left him standing beside the 
aircraft commander's seat and started across the hatch toward the radio 
operator for I did not see him go out. There was fire coming through 
the forward bulkhead door and I think that, lie iiay have been frozen in his 
position, scared or something, and. that is the last I remember until I came 
to about 1000 feet above tiio ground. Just as I pulled the chute I saw an 
explosion on the other side of the ridge which may have been the aircraft 
Nose-gunners S/Sgt Clifford H. Hast (NOT RJJC). Navigator, Lt J. B. Ireland 


Major William H. Baumer, AO 733 706. In March 1953, they started interrogate 
me pretty heavily as to MaJ Baumer' a personality and characteristics; wha t 
kind of commander he was, etc. That kept up for quite a while and I to l d 
them it seemed like an anti-climax. In the latter part of April 1953, I 
was taken before what was considered the chief interrogator and he dragged 
out of an envelope of many pictures, one of Maj Baumer. At the saxcm tiag 
he stated that he was captured. In the picture Llaj Baunor was wearing a 
B-15 jacket and it looked like snow on the ground in the background. The 
picture was a glossy finish, about 2“ x 3° size - from the waist up. As 
late as June I uaked about Baumer and they told me he was not in very good 
physical condition. I said I liad seen a picture and tlie interpreter asked 
me if I liad seen a full picture; I said no, just the upper part. I had 
lu-.ovm Baumer prior to going missing and in the picture it seeiied TjVft he 
had lost a lot of weight. Uaj Baumer wa3 pilot on B-29 missing on mission 
from Yokota A3 Japan (Col Arnold's cro.<). 

Maj Samuel N. Busch, AO 733 811 (Hissing on reconnaisssance flight over 
Japan Sea, 13Juna 1952 (aeft comdr). Coma time during my interrogation, they 
brought up the fact that they knew about Maj Busch's crew being shot 
dov.n off of Vladr vo stock. The Inter-European Languacga Student from Peking 
University told this. They also knew that there were life rafts there- 
they asked me if I knew how many ware picked up and I said “no”. 


r_r 


urvisw in Casualty Ur. 


Francis A. Otrieby, 1st Lt. USAF 
AO 1 912 123 





DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
headquarters united states air force 

WASHINGTON 23. D. C. 


MEMORAKDUM FOR DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, PERS0KI1EL 
SUBJECT: Finding of Death, SR1D Case #418 (13 Jun 32) 


FACTS 


1. Pursuant to the provisions of the "Hissing Persons Act," re- 
consideration has been given to the facts and circumstances relating 
to the disappearance of the Air Force personnel listed below, who were 
initially reported missing on 13 June 1952.- 


V; / 


Major Samuel II, Busch* ^ 

Captain J<n::es A. Gculley 
Captain Samuel D. Service 
First Lieutenant Robert J. McDonnell* 
Master Sergeant Will iron R. Homer " 
Master Sergeant David L. Moore 
Staff Sergeant William A. .Blizzard*" 
Staff Sergeant Miguel W. Monserrac 
Stall' Sergeant Leon b\ Bonura 
Staff Sergeant Roscoe G. Becker-*'' 
Staff Sergeant Eddie R. Berg -* 

Airman First Class Danny U.^Pillsbury 


A0 


733 

811 

AO 


6y3 

4l4 

A0 


752 

509 

AO 

2 

222 

264 

AF 

7 

025 

7C4. 

AF 

15 

229 

915 

AF 

19 

244 

175 

AF 

13 

164 

054 

AF 

18 

359 

162. 

AF 

19 

391 

S13 

AF 

17 

231 

746 

AF 

16 

245 

964 


2. Following a full review of this case pursuant to Section 5 of 
the Act, the subject personnel were continued in a missing status at the 
expiration of the initial 12 months 1 period of absence. 


3. An examination of available reports and records pertaining to 
the status of the subject personnel discloses that they have not oeen 
repatriated or* otherwise returned to military control and that the avail- 
able information is insufficient to conclusively establish their ultimate 
fate. 


4. a. Circumstances . The personnel listed were the crew of a 
B-29 which departed Yckota Air Ease, Honshu, Japan, at 1007 t 13 June 1952, 
on u classified reconnaissance mission over the Sea of Japan. The air- 
craft was followed by radar over the course to be flown until 1320, at 
which time the radar contact was lost at coordinates 46 degrees 5 min- 
utes Uorth, 140 degrees 40 minutes East, approximately 100 miles north 
of Hokkaido at a point 120 miles from the Russian coast. The aircraft 
failed to return to Yokota Air Base and although several attempts w^ere 
made to establish radio contact, all were unavailing. The missing air- 
craft was known to have 3 six-man and 11 one-man life rafts aboard and 
sufficient food and medical supplies to care for all 12 men for three 



K ~-° for DCS/P, subj: Finding of Death, SRiD Case #4l8 (13 Jun 52 ) 

d.,>s. On 14 June 1952, during the search, an empty six-nan life raft 
•-•as sign ted, right sice up, at a point about 100 miles off the Russian 
tut nearer, planes were unable to salvage the raft due to prevail- 
-ng conditions. An unconfirmed report indicated that a second six-man 
--ie rait was seen four niles south of the first raft but this sight- 
02 Verl 5 ied ' /U though the search was continued through 
±( June 19i2, no wreckage was found, nor was there any sign of survivors. 

, b. A message was received from the Commander, Far East Air 

that “ official report from Radio Moscow on 16 June 
stated that one officer survivor was picked up by a Russian vessel 
: ut two da ys oaf ore. The name of the survivor was not given and ef- 

this report were unsuccessful. Later FEAF reported that 
citeu broadcast aid not pertain to personnel from the E-29, basing 
-.- r pi emi-e on -he iact that subsequent broadcasts concerned biological 
-iZt *“*?, Ci f- tioned the names of Air Force personnel reported 

Switch " * i °f ^ " aauary 1952 * 3averai repatriates from Operation 
..i u ewitcl! i.iciioatea that the Chinese had asked them Questions concern- 
1.-0 this crew. However, their captors never volunteered any information 

to the aircraft" th6re aCtUaUy VSre survivors ° r «hat had happen^ 

Q«t->d 7 nr'f„h A r fne at messaee from the Commander, Ear East Air Forces, 

~ t d J Octobe r 3 - 955 , states that they have received ns additional in- 
-ormation concerning the members of this crew since they were continued 
-L.i a missing status m June 1953. 


DISCUSSION 

... .Jl Tne circumstances surrounding the missing status of the members 
i unfavorable for survival but are insufficient to con- 

e-u-ita. Cateolisn tneir ultimate fate. The twelve persons listed above 
continued in a missing status in view of the fact that experience 
° sh0 ™, Ihe USSR had previously withheld or distorted information con- 
cerning the wnereaoouts or fate of United nations personnel who had dis- 
appeared m territory controlled by the Communist countries. However, 

-i. view 01 tne iact that there has never been any indication as to what 
'-•-urgency actually Defell the B-29, or that any of the crew were able to 
a-audon the aircrait and were picked up by foreign personnel, the likeli- 
‘XXt miy °t these twelve persons is still alive may no longer reason- 

“ onsiaered. Tms conclusion is further substantiated by the lapse 
y<i ^ S SlnC ° lhey hecame missing, with no information forth- 
. u b which woul a support a continued presumption of their survival. It 

Z.l'tZTr ' C ° U f EUmS that ’ had they survived, some word would have been 

ti“ions of £“ ? r U r D0Ut ) the “ durins thiH perlcd - Therefore, under the pro- 
- ons of PudIic Law 490, a presumptive finding of death is warranted. 


2 
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DCSP, subj: Finding of Death, SLID Case 7/^16 (13 *j un 52 ) 


RECCM-ffi?DATlOH 

6 . It is recommended that, pursuant to the authority contained in 
Section 5, Puolic Law 490, 77 th Congress, as amended, official casualty 
reports be issued stating that the missing status of the Air Force per- 
sonnel listed in paragraph 1 has been terminated by a presumptive finding 
of death. Further, that' the casualty reports include a statement that 
the presumptive finding was made following a subsequent review 01 all 
available information and, as provided by ana for the purposes oi the 
cited law, the date of ‘presumed death has been established as h Novem- 
ber 1955. Death is held to have occurred while in pay and auty status, 
in flying pay status, in line of duty and not as the result of misconauct. 


i Attacimient 

List of Source Material 



K. J .^1 r y £5 

•'•“J* USAF 

Director of :.:ili;%- 


^p^scrl^bl 


1 4 NOV 1955 

Under the authority delegated by the Secretary of the Air Force to 
the Deputy Chief of Staff, Personnel, the above recommendation is approved. 



Eid'XTT O'DOinTELL, JR. 
Lieutenant General, USAF 
DtfpUty Chief of Staff, Fersoncel 
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FACTS 

1. Pursuant to the provisions of the ''Missing Persons Act," a full 
review has been made of the facts unu circumstance:: sot forth herein to 
•-•■jtorr.ji.e whether the missing status of the following personnel i.aiy rea- 
..jaaMy be continued after a year's absence, cr terminated by a presumptive 
finding of death: 


Major Samuel N. Busch'' AO 733 oil Acft C:r.dr 

First Lieutenant Jrn.es A. Cculley ‘ AO 693 4 14 Pit 

.First Lieutenant Samuel D. Service AO 752 502 Radar Op 

.First lieutenant Robert J. McDonnell- AO 2 222 Co 1 !- navigator 

.Master Sergeant William K. Homer • AF 7 025 7B4 Fit Eng 

Master Sergeant David L. Moore AF 15 229 915 Kuint Chf 

Staff Sergeant William A. Blizzard - AF 19 244 175 Radio Op 

.Staff Sergeant Miguel U. Monserrat •' AF 13 lC4 0o4 c/Fire Con Cnr 

-Staff Sergeant Eddie R. Bore • AF 17 28l y46 Tail Gunner 

.Staff Sergeant Leon F. Eonura s AF lO 359 lo2 Gunner 

Staff Sergeant Roscoc G. Becker * AF 19 391 813 Gunner 

Airman First Class Danny II. Pillsbury.AF 13 245 9’84 Gunner 

2. p. C 1 reruns t anc es : The personnel listed comprised the crew of a 

E-29 which departed Yokota Air Ease, Honshu, Japan, at 1C07 hours, 13 June 
1552, 0:1 a single plane reconnaissance Mission of shipping activity ever 
The Sea of Japan. The intended route was from Yokota tc undo Shirco and - 
Then over water as far as coordinates 46 degrees 3^ minutes north latitude 
.;::d 139 degrees 23 minutes east longitude, approximately 60 Miles from the 
Aus sian coast, upon completion of mission aircraft was to return to Yokota 
Air Base, estimated time of return being 1907 hours. Last radio contact 
with the B-29 was a routine coast-out transmission at 1027 hours. The air- 
craft was tracked by radar until 1320 hours, at which time it left the 
radar tone over the Sea of Japan, approximately 100 miles northwest of 
Hokkaido at a point 120 miles from the Russian coast. The plane failed 
to arrive at Yokota on schedule and at 1920 hour;: several attempts were 
made to establish radio contact with the missing aircraft. These efforts 
were unsuccessful and the crew members were reported missing in flight 
13 June 1952. The missing aircraft was known to be carrying 3 six-can 
life rafts and 13. one-man life rafts, and tc be equipped with enough food 
and medical supplies to care for the entire crew for three days. 




•*' CD«f^»'4TIAL 

SECUF jfY Lrf FOBMATIOfl 


167007 


,J'i.-iP-12-K-3 


70h Kissing (13 Jun 52) SMD Cose *416 


. „ « lr Rescue onerot ions were initiated at 

b. Search Efforts : mr Rescue a <- dcpartc d Yokota at 

:':D30 hours, 13 June 1952, / o f ^ 10 ° u i r c >"u f t participated in an in- 

,,317 hours, Hi June 1952. a V»tal “ “ ^ Leas. At 1445 hours, 
tensive search of tee proposed rou^ ■ pho tographed an empty six- 
’ll; Jure, one of the courcn plar-^ ^ o ^ - 00 01 t the southern 

ran life raft, -which was ncht sioe up, . ^ 1Q0 nil( , 3 off the Russian 

tip of Hokkaido , Japan, at ^ ■ i~ tiiude, 133 degrees 55 s«- 

ec&st (coordinates 41 negroes o9 Binu tes noit, darkness 

utos cast longitude). Search condition.. An un- 

hut were unaole to salvage U w “ “ d ^in-man life raft was seen four 
confirmed report indicated that .. “ * _ couili not he verifaea. 

lies south of the first raft hut this -entire and there was no 

l -arch was resumed or. the 15 th hut r. e . nr ch was continued through 

was ^therc^any sign of survivors. 


Unlimited ceiling and visibility of 

i. , _ v- i -p.n 


c. Weather Conditions : Unlanxtea ceix ^ * vith vind blow- 

3a miles were reported over tnc ratur e of water was 4o degrees 

ing southwest at 10 to 15 * r -° 5 ‘ i V t flowing north to south. 

Estimated^ length of V suivival*in^water under these conditions is less than 
three hours . 

-r xv a message from the Far East Air 

d - Suhsecucrt^ 1^-m— L— ' " t fron Radio Moscow on lo June 

Forces indicaxeu that u-iofii kicked un by a Russian vessel 

1952 stated that one officer survivor was picked up y and efforts 

about two days before. were unsuccessful, 

to confine this I'cPOrt chuough oUte Uer broadcast did not pertain 

on 16 October 1952, FEAP ported ^ ‘their precise on the fact 
to personnel aboard the nissir^ E ti, concerned biological warfare 

that subsequent broadcasts l roa i ai •.* ? ^. ce t er3 annel reported missing 
propaganda and mentioned toe ram - £ f ‘ ror . the Commander of the 

in action on i4 January i9w- - recent in j. OITCa tion has been received con- 
Far East Air Forces reveals that no new i ia flight aooard 

cernins the whereabouts or iate of the pei^. 
the E-29« 

Discussion 

- 4 -Wi d- 20 disappeared while en- 

3* Information of record reveal- th- waters, Whether the 

ri , e d in a noncombat mission over Russian controlled w.ter a for . 

plane was lost because of a mrif^ction or througn ^ official 

eigr. power is a natter of corjec ure. * Q Vcr waters near foreicn 

reports disclose that tne airciaf accident could have been 

territory, where rescue of onysurv evidence does not conclusively 

successfully escaped fron the B-4>, 
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AFH1P-12-E-3 70 h Kissin 5 (13 Jun 52) SR&D -Case #1(13 


’‘wSIm ^ n f ^ - n ° 3Slbl y tuo cr ‘P t y six-man life rafts indicates a 

-ans "ere — ovcfff l* 30 £tb ° ard Burvlved and ’ thraii Ch sor.e unknown 
-h •’ - a flora the urea before arrival of our search nlanes on 

-•‘ : o-ff^ O ^ lG '"' lrS 4. th0 ■ a=cident - ,jr “ is livelihood, although r.ot confirmed 
?dio ro^cow r ^'o ’- 13 3treKr ' thened b y the release of information through 
Goveri^ent r-^rwe' “ “ cident “curi-ed, implying that the Russia^ 
uo/ernr.ent Lve come knowledge of the accident. Past excerie-ce has 

-Won ‘tone?,- - ^ USGP ‘ ^ d - liber ately withheld or distorted infor- 

a Ci;a ''Hereabouts or fate of IKI personnel who have dioap- 

rn erritor;/- controlled by the Communist countries. Therefore 

de^ii^ o^thcr 0 ^ 0 ^ 3 aVai , ldble that r! - bers the crew Sere Aot 

\{ thci <- /er.wj occur which disclose their non-survival conclu- 

l uT^thLl^^L^ Calm0t bE eStabli3hcd an? chnn^VS 

of error? * V ** prcmature and beyond the safe calculated risk 






" 7 ri e’ Pursuant to the authority contained in Section 5 , Public Law loo 
,'L. of r tT? GS ' I, as 2raended » nnd following the mandatory re^' 

offL? 5 i available information on this date, it is recommended that 
a ^ be issued stating that the personnel listed in 

o7l| months^ •?b4nee ^r e ^ ln ?, ni == in S status following the expiration 
Eiojuns ujoence, effective !*• June 1953. 



Attachment 

List of Source Material // JOHIJ H. UCCOFJIICX 

Major General, USA 3 * 
f-r.*:tcr ef Military PernonnpT 

Jl/iy ^ 

Dotutv ChL- U ?f°e“L dC i 0 ‘t ated by tho Secretary of the Air Force to the 
^ cx Personnel, the above reconr.endution is approved. 


1953 



Major General, U3A1*) 
AS3*t Deputy Chief Of 
Personnel ^ 

For end in th6 nn»t> oft 


EVUr.TT O'DOKWELL, 
M o at o nasi t G ' i: crnl , 

^ C0-> I 1 l>L "^y Chief ui ::u.i i\ 
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INTERNATIONAL INCIDENT 


RB-47 Loss 
1 July I960 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HQ AFMPC/DPMC 
RANDOLPH AFB TX 78150 



DEPARTMENT OP THE AIR FORCE 

HEADQUARTCHS UNITED STATES AIR KORCE 


WASHINGTON 25. D C, 


4 \ /J 


Report of Death (Determination Case 211 ) 


30 JU* 19S if 


1. Perse n n e 1 Involved : 

a. Pursuant to the provisions ‘of the "Missing Persons Act, consideration 
has been given to the facts and circumstances set forth herein in determining 
the status of the following listed Air Force personnel of the 55th Strategic 
Reconnaissance Wing, missing 1 July i960: 

Major Eugene S. Posa AO 2033ol3 

Captain Oscar L. Goforth AO 3053269 
Captain Dean B. Phillips AO 3064733 

b. Of the tliree additional personnel of this KB -47 aircraft, Major Millard 
G. Palm, AO 2067476, died as the result of the incident and his remains were 
recovered and returned by the Russian authorities on 25 July i960. Captains 
John R. McKone, AO 2210173, and Freeman B. Olmstead, 5^l6A, survived the inci- 
dent, were held prisoner by the Soviets and were returned to the United ota<.eo 
authorities in January 1961. Therefore, the status of these three officers 
not herein considered. 

2. Circumstances of Missing: On 1 July i960 the above personnel comprised 

the crew of a RB-A7 aircraft which participated in a navigational training 
mission over the Worth tcid Barents Sea. While over international waters of 
the Barents Sea off the coast of the USSR, the aircraft was shot do^m by a 
Soviet aircraft at 1303 hours, The remains of Major Willard G. Palm, 

AO 2087476, tangled in his parachute shrouds, were recovered from the water 
by the Russians three days later on 4 July 19°0. Those remains were returned 
to the United States authorities on 25 July i960. Report of autopsy indicates 
that his death in ull likelihood was caused by drowning. Two other crew 
members, Captains John R. McKone, AO 2210173, and Freeman B. Olmstead, 543l3A, 
survived the incident and were rescued by a Soviet fishing trav/ler. They 
were held nrisoners and returned to the United States authorities in January 


3, In formation from the Survivors : The KB -47 was hit by gunfire from a 

Soviet fighter aircraft end almost momentarily assumed a left wing down, 
flat spin to the left. The bailout order was given and the crew evacuated 
the RB-U7 at approximately 23,000 feet. The lapse of time between first 
being fired upon and bailout was approximately one minute and th?re was no 
tire to transmit a "Mayday" report. While descending in their parachutes, 

■VI /- p,.(! Cdmr- 

ri;. , r 





the survivors observed vhat appeared to be their aircraft crash into the 
vater and burn with intense flames of short duration. On the vay down, 
the survivors accounted for three other crew members and possibly the 
fourth r.r.d last crew member. Two unidentified crev members were observed 
descending in their deployed parachutes, but no survival kits were seen 
to be attached. Also, one unidentified person was observed to fall past 
without his chute being deployed. Captain Olmstead thinks he also saw an 
unidentified figure falling to the water clothed in a black flight suit 
with a black chute. The two survivors landed in the water about a quar- 
ter of a mile 'apart and*" immediately got into their dinghies . The only 
tine they were able to see each other was when they both crested the five 
to six-foot waves at the same time. Hater currents and surface winds pre- 
vented the survivors from getting together. They did not see anyone else 
in the water which they reported as being a temperature of 33 degrees (not 
stated tut assumed to be Fahrenheit). The only other thing which they saw 
subsequent to bailout and while adrift in the water, was a K3Y type aircraft 
which they tried to signal with no noticeable results, Exposure suits were 
not available to the crew members of the RB-Vf. After approx inately six 
hours adrift, the survivors were rescued by a Soviet fishing trawler which' 
apparently knew their location as it came directly upon them. Together 
they were taken to the vessel's boiler room and given hot liquids. Subse- 
quently they were separated and placed in individual cabins. The trawler 
remained in apparent search for approxiiaately six hours and, to the knowledge 
of the survivors, no other crev members were found. They were on the trawler 
approximately 12 hours - six hours of which was used in the area search and 
six hours used in traveling in a straight course away from the search area. 
They were then, while out of sight of land, transferred to a speed boat. 

After a journey of one and one -half hours they were landed ashore and taken 
six to eight miles by jeep to an airfield, vhere they began their aircraft 
flight to Moscow, USSR. Uhen they arrived at Moscow' they vere separated and 
remained isolated until their release, except for two occasions vrhen they 
w'ere brought together and jointly interrogated. They vere allowed to receive 
mail, however, they actually received only a portion of vhat was sent to them. 
During an interrogation of Captain McKone the Soviets showed him Captain 
(Major) Palm's identification card. 

4. Sea Conditions : Reports from the United States Navy Hydrographic Office, 

Division of Oceanography reveal that the mean ocean surface temperatures in 
the area of crash for June and July are 3I> and 40 degrees Fahrenheit, respec- 
tively. The maximum water temperature for July is 1*3 degrees Fahrenheit. 

AFM oh -2 (l July 1959) reveals that the maximum survival time of an uninjured 
person immersed in water of 40 to 50 degrees Fahrenheit vithout watertight 
clothing (exposure suit) is approximately six hours . 

5* Soviet Position : The Soviet authorities deny having any knowledge of the 

three men herein under consideration. 


DISCUSSION : 

6. The recorded facts establish that the personnel and their aircraft came 
down within a relatively small area in the international waters of the Barents 
2 




The data is not clear us to whether all the crow members parachuted fre 
■;:;e However, this is not of paramount importance in this determine - 

r.- of status, since to survive in any instance v/ould require assistance 
*/.. : s r.hin a short period of t lue . The available information substantiates 
.. *■ ' v/oncVn reasonable doubt that. the three subject officers did not survive 
u..'. incident. This determination is supported by the following: 

■ U ‘ a • Tiie survivors* statements reveal that it is unlikely that the otheri 

or were in a position to have used a survival kit or dinghy, 

• b. Any survivors would have been immersed - in the cold water/ exposed 
to its full effects, and would have succumbed in the six hour period prior 
to arrival of rescue facilities. 

c . The presence of the search type aircraft over the urea and the di- 
rect pickup of the two survivors by the fishing trawler, which conducted a 
six-hour area search, indicates the location of survivors had been pin-pointt 
by the aircraft and rescue efforts were assigned to this one surface vessel. 

d. Had other surface vessels been in the area, any survivors undoubt- 
edly would have been brought together with Captains McKone and Olmstead for 
airlift to Moscow. 

e. Since there was no attempt to keep Captains McKone and Olmstead sept 
rate during the trip to Moscow, it is unlikely that different action would 
have been taken for other survivors of this crew. Therefore, their survival 
would have been known to Captains McKone and Olmstead. 

f . It is noted that after Captains McKone and Olmstead were isolated ir 
prison they were twice brought* together for interrogation. Thusly, it is lo£ 
ical to presume that, had there been other survivors of this crei/, they too 
would have been present on these two occasions, 

g. Since the USSR has exploited this incident, admitted holding tv/o sur 
vivors and returned them to our control, there appears no logical reason to 
suspect they are 'withholding information of any other survivors. 

h. Finally, the absence of any positive intelligence during the last te 
months which would suggest survival of any of the subject personnel tends to 
lend credence to the Communist * s stand that they have no knowledge of these 
maccounted for three missing crew members. Based upon the information set 
forth herein it can only be logically concluded that the officers listed in 
paragraph la, above, died 1 July i960 as the result of an aircraft accident 
in the international vaters of the Barents Sea off the coast of the USSR. 

RgC^jgramOK : 

7 . Pursuant to the authority contained in the Missing Persons Act, Title yO 

U. S. C. App. 1009, it is recommended that the foregoing information be 
accepted as an official report of death and that a renort of casualty be 
3 
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;/ issued for ouch officer listed in paragraph In, stating that they died 

*“ <’> . • ■/ ('Aon -Battle ) on 1 July If )60, as the result of -an air run ft Incident in the 

. a...,; ■ ■ - ••arenl.a .Je:-.. J.onih occurred uhile in pay mvJL duty status, and in flying 

:*!>y status. ’vt donee of death i?i.ll he cor. s5.de re- 1 to have "icon received 
s. , H o f approval of this action. 


c 


A. P. CLARK 

l_Atch 

List of Source Material 



SaJ . G«naral, USAJ 

ViTtvipr atlit»ry P»rnoi»oi 

•50 JU :i£ 5 * 


Under authority delegated by the Secretary of the Air Force to the Deputy ' 
Chief of Staff, Personnel, the above recosnendation is approved. 



i . u.v 



I HUMAN H. LANDON 
Uioulc-nant Cciicr.nl, USAP 
c PUty Chief of Staff, Personnel 
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4 ACTION / 

J OFFICER Z-V 


. (Tyfted Grade and Surname) 

SUBJECT — — — ” " — ■• 

proposed Termination of Ills sing Status - Certain Crew Members of RB-47 Shot 
J° T>7n 1 July I960 (Possible P residential Iziterest) 

SUWAAKY " “ * — — ■— ■ 

January,, President Kennedy showed a personal- interest in the crew of the- 
j 1 when its two surviving crew members were returned from Itussia after 

huvinj been shot down in the Barents. Sea on 1 July i960. Si:-: Air Force personnel- ■ 

co ^-; r ;;^ d ^ he . cr ^ ot this r B-47, Two crew members. Captains McKone and~01rsteaa, 
juiy.'.ivsd t..e incident and were held captive and returned by the Soviets in January 
7 ne remains of one crew number. Major Willard G. Palm, were recovered from 
tne^. --rents Sea by the^Soviets and returned to the United States authorities in the 
latter part of^July 19o0. The remaining three crew members. Major Eugene E. Posa, 
Captain Oscar L. Goforth, and Captain Dean B. Phillips, continue to be recorded' as 
missing. 

2. imomiation from the survivors, and other -pertinent factors involved, ' lead ’W a 
logical conclusion that these three officers .died as the. result of this incident. p A 
ae ^; 1 - ed brief oi ’ information -and- logical reasoning to establish this conclusion 1 is 
atcacned t0 the proposed ; letter to the Secretary of the : Air Force. Based upon auihor- 
j^y 1 -'-'cited to DCS/P to make determination..- of status by SAPS Order 2^8.1, -23 July. 1953, 
tne c.arus of these persons should be changed - from missing to dead at this time. 

1 view Gi the President's prior interest in this crew, the Secretary of the Air 
i'orce ..hould be advised prior to the completion of this contemplated action so that 
no : -<■• liuorm the President. 


‘~ a ( action has been discussed with and approved by the Assistant Vi 
The " Drier' has the concurrence of the Assistant Chief of Staff, 


Vice Chief of 
f. Intelligence. 


> buut the attached letter to the Secretary of the -Air Force be signed. 

jU_ //. £.ilLl 

O': . . iSU’SK • •• • 1 ,, ri\ ' 

t.... <»&i, vsar ■ • tXJfojapggdzS&kto SAfgCttjrv? 2' vts 

-,r MiUtjy fursoiiaul . u *' 

' " "*l ■»“**«.» \*«* 


fob OFprciSi^qgE nrariT-' 8 '' ' 


AFHQ J*r“ 7 50 ^rvious EDITIONS OF TM 
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wurnni i Uh THE AIR FORCE 

■ Office of the Chief of Staff 
United States Air Force 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

REPLY TO 

ATTN OK: AFCCS 
TO: SAFS 

ii f»w >™~i 

members were retii^n<*ri * / aircraft, when its two surviving 
posel L terminal ?h s «r + HUSS i a - “••‘•‘Peters USAF pro- 
personnel of the RB-47 bvVrfA^ tj 1 © three unaccounted for 
to the "MissingPersons^Aot » 9t ? °f d * ath ’ P“ rsuant 

attention as it may be desirable is brought to your 

prior to its completion^ Action £ J OU a f vlse the President 
your reply. * ction is being withheld pending 

members died as^he^esult t of conclud * n £ that these crew 
Barents Sea. In add tion tn h ? lrcraft incident in the 
Missing Persons Act proper^ 5 he /f ent of ^he 

Lhe Government and the next^f hi n • 1 * he best interests of 
posed action be tahe^^^ S 

a log^al^easof i„dicat?n atiOD ? f ? missin e status * without 

sjss s^stysrisrs?-- 

possible. A positive official a** mlssi “f status as soon as 
Government will give askance ? et ?™ lnat ion of death by the 
deceased are not being subjected to Soviet impriso^ent^ 


1 Atch 

Brief of Facts and 
Circumstances 




for Record 


22 Kay 1961 


t0 ieab ° D£ IOr ' taiinS thS aCti ° a t0 te Anate the missing status 

=0 raica'raise^pef in 13 * f 33 *“* *t*tus would only serve 

- «v =w of iiS^ 0 TtT^^- ui V~ ^ ^ 

- .uicutu their loved one survived. ' - -'-Ligates* -situation vhicirmi*ghfc 

c. .J3 appropriate period, of* t-tir,a u„ 

: -ers were released by the Soviet uuthorf ti Dow . la P^ 3d Bince the two crew mem- 
-ormasion and all other aspects of the case? ade 1^tely evaluate their in- 

, c \ is Relieved that the next of w n +u 
.'"f, .'■'kis tine be most susceptible to v^ eS ? unaccounted for persons 

Ceeiu 10 1 “ Jto Adjustments to. their liw?? con2l dsion and he most 

^uthfS:^ that if personnel are continued 

evidence or survival, the ne--t ofT! wit tout the existence of concrete 

aervice is withholding information whiH? rSt tb ° Status quo to 012311 that 
;: is eposes upon them grfat^ ^ need?^ pI ? V f S their *"*1 one is alive, 
-nem to doubt the logic of a aaxie ties and will later cause 

A circumstances of this case, ^“ne^table?" 1,1331113 StatUS Uhlch ' ' 
A«rSrERi02LUllD V 





Hr Gu Jilt Jb/S'*>4P/776^/6/l3M ! 
JlIEQ 14, 1961 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE MK . SRCRST A KY OF DEOTSE ' 

SUBJECT; Proposed Termination of Hissing Status - Certain Crev 

Members of BB-^7 Shot Down i July. *$&>> :> T&;i> 

As the attached file indicates, InteaUoD 

Air FcTce to dectoTafficiaUy dea^the. fining ct.w 

of the RB-1*7 shot down on July 1, 196o«^2il-“ can WtaLcenS'fe 

with normal procedure and Is necessary before action, can 

toward settlSa tha. jersonal.affalra of ;ttolr surv^^^ludl^^ 

such items -as social security, benefits, . 

veterans' benefits for the nans' foailififl. however, 

fart that the President has. Just rcturned^fr^dlseusrteo^^^^.- - • 
S! Khrushchev, . there 1* a possibility his office «°^,hav^en^^ . 
Interest In the tlntog.:.?f ^ ^ 

It is accordingly requested that . clearance ha cdrtaUM d^fyyv-y jf'-; 
the Uhlta Eousct^perrttthaAlr Force to take t^gac UoB - WBW^ f/ 
plated and to appJJErtt the ^proposed press reloaae, ■ attached|g»r^v^ 
I^to pt^ned uS^ is obtained , 

of the Inspector General, Department of . 

a considerable portlon- of hla ^toe Keeping: -the Pena 
Of ^rtinent deWlS***^^ ^J^Z^SS^T 

earned prior to toahction hetog officlall^ 

- thtfl procedure wlllAew: any;, shock, from the announcement 

Farce decision *;’]' " T\'V' ' "'"\l *TV’ ' : ’ 




Attache. 2 *"• /' ‘V'K.?: 

Proposed press release (Tafelfc) 
Brief of Facts and Circumstances 
V - (Tab b) 


f- ‘ ■ » ■'♦*&»- Vf:-4^£S^H'y - » 

CHAinOC^ ^ 

Under Secretary of the v 

r-v« • 

SecDef cy‘‘;j5J:' 
SAF .-file A; ^11';*.- 

OffOf.SigD'i 
Mr Gooden 

■• SMOL^'y 

mw( r 

AFCCfl 


.* n.C> 1 f. •* ' ."v iiA ■" <?&' ! /» <4- 
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the u*u^Tforft;«beaesf«i'! ; 
w*mx.;<>B*: tu rt| , y i B h ; .jf * - 
tl» «sawiiTOr», iafi ■' 

ttow*b,:.a«asjA«t-,. 

d wtw w t i in e: tn toMig,' .. 

*f. ^jifliiiWUr.v Iwinipi 

vittaut tis siiute ba - '-- 

uttid^ti^xttaaa,, 

la vha wafcw wh &ok . ntTnlrrr <p tr^W>MTiT~ii> l i 1 1 < 

- - --itr t nM Vi f ifiini' ' * 

Uown c4*i#t, tha ffi^tvor* : ,i^:i«*«o(l' kr . 

aggttrantly - tera»&ft*Uv ..iai«itettasac;*t;<a^dl«>t^y.:a^ 

v^.^ s aa^a4 i -aa4 sUic«4hlft.' iaaivl4i«l cartas. Sm Caslar ;:,r 

cwMiurii. to tij^awat. »s&ggfy fag apggoirlmtfiiy aic toora atiCt* ' ! to 'tjji> ir- — ® 

aTjth a .^yamMaBaMil^^ ■ — 

t.B»w*toftt«ior.v.ia - — r~ i nhr tfnwiiiri’iiniiiiiiiin h»ii 'i« iii» 

. Jte»> & journey of *"•“»• ”tnt7mtralf- :t ‘r*T*’ *V^YwrT r'’»«..<t y »- • - 

rotates* IsolftSad uatU ‘l^te. Wt2a^^ «Wi.< 7n B , : 

togp a^^^ irtfototijii. la^*^i»&p,*at«yvure <msna4*taa 

4U^tovv : ■ 

^ __ i ^ •yfjjagB 

. ■ '« i»y^..&Mgag£V w“^j« j.iU-Kt 

L ..^ ! ' i9V^ Wtt^tiea takjwMas eny'f “ , 
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“Xf ^g^^^:£gSZ5SS^S‘ ta^ - 

tha officer# “*11 null >ji'^l'|»!f''" 

t-a lacidant. : , Iai», o*U»»iOAUm ;i*. atfgovta&^f. «M 

had £‘-J^<' lwviWf> ’ mtti*a&t±-rw wi that it i« uaUi^ tW-^irthlw 

Sad or core ia.a »o*itioo to inwo w«U cumvai hU ordiSv?^™>'r^f W 
to ito 

to wrival;** ^T, : • 

pi- 3 iWE> of ti 33 two UUIP«4.i*m*K tit# *-3k*, 1 
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baa bom 

Mmaito tyjj Itoctattgfratotatk 1 *; 

“•A*-*.:.4i;J. ‘ :-. , n%.c:*. ;.£ .> *-*lT vvfsr'iv;.^. ;. \ ,'^PU 
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3 March 1961 


Following are notes supplied by Captain John R. McKone and 

C ptain Freeman B. Olmstead at a news conference at Forbes Air Force 
Base, Kansas, today: 

Our RB -47 aircraft took off from RAF Station Brize Norton, 

England, at 11:00 a.m. local time on July 1 , I960, to fly a mission with 
a pre-planned flight route which would take us north and east from the 
United Kingdom and then over water never to come closer than 50 miles 
irom the Russian land mass. 

About five hours after departure from Brize Norton while our plane 
was flying on an overwater track at an altitude of about 30, 000 feet in the 
Barents Sea parallel to the Soviet shore line, a Soviet fighter type aircraft 
passed a few thousand feet above and behind our plane and turned toward - 

the RB-47 from the seaward side. The Soviet airplane then disappeared 
i rom our view . 

Shortly thereafter we took a radar fix and determined that we were 
planned flight track. Our navigational equipment functioned per- 
fectly during the flight. Just prior to starting our planned turn to the north 
we observed a Soviet MIC type fighter just off our right wing. As we starlet 

MORE 


our turn to tl. north the fighter crossed to tl. -ear and opened fire. We 
returned the fire. We observed gun flashes from the fighter and saw hits 
on numbers 2 and 3 engines of our left wing. There was immediate loss of 
control of the aircraft and numbers 2 and 3 engines began to burn. 

Major Palm alerted the crew for possible bail out; when control of 
the plane could not be regained, the bail out order was given. Although 
there were six crew members aboard the plane. Captain Ql mste ad saw 
only three other parachutes and Captain McKone saw only two. During 
our descent we also saw an intense fire of short duration on the water. 

We landed in the water approximately 1/4 mile apart and- our dinghies 
inflated automatically. The weather was hazy and the sea was extremely 
cold and rough with waves cresting six to eight feet. As they crested, we 
spotted each other and attempted to paddle toward each other. However, 
we did not succeed because of the rough water. We did not see any of the 
other crew members. 

About six hours later the Soviet fishing trawler picked us up. No one 
aboard the trawler spoke English. We were wrapped in blankets to relieve 
the cold and were given soup. We were then given dry fatigue type clothing 
although all of our personal effects were taken away from us. Captain 
McKone retained his watch for several hours. We were placed in separate 
compartments aboard the trawler. 


We remained in the area for some time while the trawler was 

apparently searching for additional survivors. At that time the trawler 

took a steady course apparently heading for land which we reached some 
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time later. 
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Upon reaching the coast we were placed aboard a small boat and 
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went up a river to a point a few miles inland. We were then transferred 
to a surface vehicle and driven a few more miles to a small airfield. We 
were put aboard a Russian aircraft similar to a DC-3 and flown to another 
airfield a short distance away. After a brief interrogation during which 
we gave only our names, ranks and serial numbers, we boarded another 
Russian DC-3 type aircraft and were flown directly to Moscow. 

Upon arriving in Moscow we were taken to a prison and placed 
immediately in solitary confinement. During the first two to three weeks 
we were interrogated separately several times daily and there appeared 
to be a concentrated effort by the Soviet interrogators to link our flight 
to the U-2 incident of May I960. 

Our diet during the first few months in prison consisted of small 
but regular quantities of rice, macaroni products and boiled meat. While 
we were not subjected to physical punishment, living and sleeping condi- 
tions were poor and we were continually subjected to persistent question - 
ing. 


The interrogators constantly led us to believe that we would be tried 

by a Soviet court and continued to stress that they considered our mission 

to be of the same nature as the U-2 flight. They pointed out that we were 

being held for a serious crime possibly punishable by death. After 

approximately 16 days in a prison which we could not identify, we were 

transferred to Lubyanka in Moscow and remained in solitary confinement. 
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Our. cells wer^4imilar -- each was about 15 feet with a solid 

wooden door which was kept locked. These cells each contained a table, 
chair and a steel bed. There was a great amount of artificial light in 
each cell which was left on twenty-four hours a day. There was a 
translucent window at about shoulder height. 

The interrogations continued on a daily basis for the first few weeks 
in the Lubyanka prison^ gradually they declined to an average of twice 
weekly for each of us. Occasionally, periods of ten days elapsed between 
interrogations. 

We saw each other for the first time on September 14th at which time 
we were jointly interrogated by Soviet officials for about 30 minutes. 

During imprisonment each of us found ways to pass the time and keep our 
minds occupied. I, Captain Qlmatead, did math problems inmy head and 
made two sets of playing cards, out of -the. foil Tram cigarette packages, one 
of which I gave to Captain MeKone when we were allowed to meet on the day 
before Christmas. We both became very adept at the game of solitaire. 

We were allowed to read some English language books, mostly fiction 
by Dickens, Thackery and others. We saw two issues of one English 
language newspaper published in Russia, but neither issue contained any 
reference to our imprisonment or the RB- 47 incident. This was two weeks 
before our release. 

We were kept completely ignorant of world affairs for the greatest part 
of our stay in prison. One of the interrogators said something about Senator 
Kennedy being elected to the presidency but this was about 3 weeks after 


4 


MORE 


rhe election. About midway during our imprisonment, the quantity of 
iOod which we received increased; however, each of us lost more than 
40 pounds during the early period of our stay in prison. 

Each of us were permitted to go out doors in a solitary compound 
every day for a brief period to get fresh air and exercise but no one 
directed that we follow a physical conditioning program. We both did 
exercises we had learned either in school or in the Air Force. I, 
Cap tain Olmstead suffered a back injury sometime during the evacuation 
from the plane. During the first several weeks I was bedridden because 
of the injury and later began doing therapeutic exercises. I received 
medical attention for the injury from the prison doctor. I, Captain 
ivlcKone suffered a slight stomach problem. Neither of us became 
seriously ill in prison. Our cells were dry but uncomfortably cold. 
Captain Olmstead asked for warmer clothes and received them, but even 
then it was cold. 

We had been in prison seven weeks before either of us received a 
letter. I, Captain Olmstead was told that our outgoing mail would be 
censored but that our incoming mail would not be. Obviously, however 
there had been censorship of the letters received. We were allowed to 
have writing materials only to answer the letters that were received. 
Sometimes letters were delivered several at a time, but we are sure we 
did not get all of them. The quickest mail delivery we can recall was 
19 days from date of postmark. 
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We were escorted at all times by guards who remained completely 
indifferent. We asked Soviet officials many times about the others of our 
crew and once they showed Captain VcKone Major Palm's identity card 
but did not tell him what had happened to him. We both asked for a Bible 
but only I, Captain Olmstead, ' received one after some time We were 
not allowed to see members of the clergy. 

Neither of us received all the Christmas packages which were sent 
by our families. I, Captain McKone, received only tsvo pair of socks, one 
p ir ox which I gave to Captain Olmstead during the Christmas Eve meet- 
ing. Captain Olmstead received all his clothing presents but did not re- 
ceive the cigarettes, candies nor the Bible which his family had sent. Both 
Of us were given Russian cigarettes by prison officials during our captivity. 
Take our word for it, they will never replace American cigarettes. 

I. Captain Olmstead, made a small Christmas tree in my cell out of 
paper from cigarette packs and braided together the pull strings from the : 
packs to make ornaments. 

We were taken during the last two weeks of our imprisonment to see 
two Russian films, which we were told were being shown in the United States. 
One was titled "The Cranes are Flying" the other was called "Ballad of a 
Soldier. » In the room where we were shown the movies we were not allowed 

to talk to each other and an interpreter translated the dialogue into English 
for us . 

During the interrogations, each of us was asked specifically about our 

crew duties, our airplane and all other airplanes of the Strategic Air 
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Command. The Russians knew we were assigned to the 55th Strategic 
Reconnaissance Wing, Forbes Air Force Base, Kansas, and that we had 
Started our mission from Bri ze Norton. On several occasions they handed 
US statements they had prepared to the effect that we had been ordered to 
cross the Soviet border. They wanted^t^TSese but we refused to 
sign any such statements. 

We did not learn that we were to be released until the night before 
It actually happened. The next day. January 25th, we were driven by 
Russian officials to the U. S. Embassy in Moscow and turned over to Mr. 
Thompson the American Ambassador. This was the first time we had seen 
any other Americans since we bailed out. We asked the Russians again 
before we left the prison about the other crew members but we did not 1 
receive any information. We spent about two hours in the Embassy and 
then were driven to the Moscow airport where we boarded a commercial 
airliner for a flight to Amsterdam. After our take-off was delayed 12 
hours due to tire trouble the flight from Moscow to Amsterdam then took 
nbout six hours. At Amsterdam we were picked up by a USAF C-121 and 
headed for the United States. The plane stopped to refuel at Prestwick, 
Scotland but we slept through this stop. We flew to Goose Air Base in 
Labrador and remained overnight due to bad weather conditions in Wash- 
ington. We got a chance to clean up, sleep and get haircuts. We also got 
new uniforms from the base exchange. We were told our wives would 

be waiting for us in Washington and we were able to talk to them on the 
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telephone that evening from Labrador. We -were also told that President 
Kennedy would meet our airplane at Andrews Air Force Base. 

The next morning, January 27th, we flew to Washington and were 
reunited with our wives. We are sure you all know what happened in 
Washington. 

Alter returning to F orbes we were reunited with our children and 
parents. We visited the wives and children of the other members of our 
crew. We saw some of them in Topeka and went to California to see 
others. These visits were strictly personal in nature. 

On February 8, we went to Puerto Rico for 2 1/2 weeks leave. 

The people at Ramey AFB put us up in guest houses and did everything 
possible to make our vacation most enjoyable. We went fishing, both 
deep sea and fresh water and got lots of sunshine and rest. 

We returned to F orbes last weekend. Both of us are looking forward 
to a return to normal duty wherever we may be assigned. We both like 
ilying and are ready to accept any job the Air Force gives us. 

As a final note, we would like to express our appreciation to 
thousands of our fellow Americans who wrote letters and prayed for us 
while we were in prison. We learned at the American Embassy in Moscow 
that many pouches of mail, letters, cards and a Christmas message from 
General White, Air Force Chief of Staff, had been received at the Embassy. 
They had been forwarded to the prison for us but they were never delivered 
to us save for a small portion of them which we received upon our release. 
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It won't be possible to thank everyone individually; but we want 


everyone to know how much your concern meant to us and our families. 


~ END 


Memo for Record 


30 January 1961 


1. Colonel Baer, Executive to Secretary Zuckert, contacted this office 
through colonel Ireland and Lt Col Diene.. He desired ve furnish him 
Va f necessar ^ stand point of personnel actions to change 

the status of Goforth, Phillips and fosa from missing to dead. I 
advised him that ve required a statement or a summary of the circumstances 
from Captains McKone and 0 Instead to fill in the gaps in information 
we now have. Colonel Baer seemed satisfied and requested ve give him 
a report of what we had done within two days. 


“* Colonel Baer called hack later and said he wanted us to he sure 
ohat we unoerstood the Secretary was not of the opinion that the status 
should he changed-, but merely to insure that any administrative work 
that must take place was promptly initiated. 

3. Received a telephone call from Colonel Patteson, Executive to General 
Walsh, Assistant Chief of Staff Intelligence, concerning our wire of 

2 1 t0 Forbe3 804 SAC requesting a report of the circumstances 

of the KB -47 incident. Colonel Patteson advised that General Broadhurst, 
Deputy Chief of Staff, SAC, had called General Walsh and advised him tha t 
they were aware of our requirements for information and why we needed 
it and stated that it would he submitted hut not as soon as we asked for 
it in our wire. General Broadhurst advised the two Captains are being 
isolated from outside contact and will remain so for approximately one 
week before they are debriefed. As soon there after as the information 
is received it will be forwarded to this headquarters. 

4. I called Lt Col Mullins, 3AF0I, concerning the press release by 
Lt Col Robert Eby and inquired as to the reasons for what might he a 
premature release. Colonel Mullins furnished this office a copy of the 
release, Dut stated his office declined to take any action and suggested 
that I use personnel channels* I furnished General Clark a copy of the 
press release without c omme nt* 


5. Apparent secrepy attached, to McJCone and 01ms te ad has been the 
direct result of Mr. Salingers action. 


6, Called Colonel Geary, AFCIG , who has been in personal contact 
with the wives of all of the crew. Colonel Geary stated he was 
proceeding to Forbes within a matter of minutes, tha t he was unab le 
to furnish any information J.U ouff iclcu t ■ t ime . (Col Geary has talked 
to these two officers for several hours while enroute from Amsterdam 
to this country). \ 

/ // // A A - f 

w. A. BJ^KELUliD 
Major, 


30 JajuMury 


A? Release # 19* °953 

& Pentagon Air Force officer disclosed last night that Captains 
John KclCona and Freeman Olaetead don-t know vhat happened to the. 

3 manners of the BB-VJ crew still listed <aljr olssing. 

HcSOne Olastead ware relating today with their vi^s and chUdr«. 
aey «e" under orders not to Erect any Interviews. Air Police-g«4_ 

their homes* 

it Col Rdbt Ehy, who a cc o m pa ni ed the two flyers to Topeka, Festas AIB 
Saturday, aaldha had t^. to ^ •*"«** 4«st doeU kaw,^.: ■ ^ 
three ««,. still ** w 

a Defense Department official, said last night that the flywe will 
he allowed private talks with wlyw of the 
no indication, vh&n that ullllw* 
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Memo for Record 


27 January 1961 


1. On 1 July i 960 an KB -47 was shot down hy Soviet aircraft in the 
Earetits Sea, The Soviets picked up and interned Captain John R. McKone 
and Captain Freeman Olmstead, and recovered the remains of Major YJillard 
G* Palm vhich tliey subsequently returned to American authority. The 
Soviets have maintained that they have no knowledge of the fate of the 
other three crew members. Major Eugene E, Posa, Captain Oscar L, Goforth 
and Captain Dean B, Phillips. The Casualty Branch of the Directorate 

of Military Personnel issued "missing reports*' for the two interned 
personnel and for the other three whose fate was not definitely known. 

2. Since the Soviets had exploited this, incident and admitted holding 
two survivors there appeared to be no logical reason to suspect that 
they were withholding information of any other survivors, but since 
Captains McKone. and Olmstead were being held "incommunicado" it was 
deemed advisable to maintain the "missing status" until Captains McKone 
and Olmstead could be questioned. 

3* How that Captains McKone and Olmstead have been released, they will 
be debriefed and it will be possible to ascertain whether they have 
any knowledge of the possible survival of. the other three crew members. 
This information should be relayed as soon as possible to the Casualty 
Branch, Colonels Group, Directorate of Military Personnel because the 
Casualty Branch will have to initiate proper action as to status of the 
three, and make notification to the next of kin, preferably before 
release to news media. 
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AF Form 484, 20 Jul 60, Missing Persona Supplementary Report 
1st Ind (BPPA) 28 JUL m 

Hq 21 Air Div, Forbes AFB, Kana 
TO: 2AF (DPSP) , Barksdale AFB, La. 


Attached are AF Forms 434, ’*2.33 ing Persona Supplementary Report, 
20 July 1960, furnished per paragraph 32i, AFM 30-4, 


FOR THE COMMANDER: 

ELIJAH f, SHACK LETTS 
Captain, USA/ 

Deputy 2 l roo tor of 
Admiru jtrati va 


Copy to: 

AM3 (t-CSQG) 


2d Ind (DPSP) 


Hq 2AF, Barksdale AFB, La 
TO: SAC (DPSP) 


Forwarded for necessary action. 


FCR TIE COMMANDER: 



Directorate of Personnel 


3 AUG i860 
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'B. vkitehO 
Colonel, USAF 
Executive ^o^tbe 






HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORDS 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

DATE 10 August I960 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Major Bjerkelund 

PMP-S-1 

In line with our conversation yesterday, request you 
keep me advised of any more requests from the Vice 
Chief's office concerning the RB-47 incident. As 
we discussed yesterday, after you have taken your 
normal action, the correspondence must be flagged 
so that it is brought to the attention of CoL Whitehouse, 
or at least so that General Landon will know of this 
request from Colonel Whitehouse, 



ROBERT 0. FRICKS 
Colonel, USAF 


Executive 

Directorate of Military Personnel 
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tf^v^i-T’tfiira vtu iass© ** «*»«**« 

ia * iiUua^ Mmsmn 

.. ita itaix 3GK usA awttar ***** ftlllun * "***“* 


^■ptap-s-i asymp-a 


AITH? 


AFHC A?CVC 

Col WbltaaQUBO 


AFC33 AFXPD 







«;T;: osT t&a Gavla t Uoki, Ctttfca J5ap«iXtfl6*Xit Cc^j ***£■ £53®# 

.-..r^awi ia tas^isaUBg. U** nAoaiar gtufe o a >oT3tejer Bugas* s * 

• -v-iAU* £eaa B. rhUlisa aad 0**u*r X»* Oafartb- Ail svs,U«bi* gytoaco 

u*u*il* to to* *K*tfci* *** 

oat km la the baada of Soviet «atfesrttie«* SstiOttl»s ti»w ®e*«» **• 
-.Uiiaat »t^us» jMoaU ^ U aoya iA tbo iiicae *g tb * aw 

vi.j ujm e&^aor to ax acy cfcxwi <fcf luft> issiid faUfrft Vi tlwUy -lya* 

i4 aiw. it to twUMrt'Jitaiaw *ul * **» s®*£** ««• —■»“?..* • 

5 u- leal cooslaHou ead U BKt «»t« t« atfjwrt- «wlr f«t«w Uw- a f»” l * 8c ? l lLj l 
u'owuy wmortlaa jlwiittl i* »«awBBai **• mbUmmA to tto ato rtjag rt atea 

1 ur a prolaaasd tisw* without «a&*r*tte «nrttot5ut of survival* tt* ^ • *QB*sXar 
-axvlwa soar «m& t&ay beM**fc£te Jtf 1* viitl«h©l<Uiis tttfo vfcl*k *wwa* tbftlr 

2 aval era la silva* 



I« At , the time of the EEk47 incident^ casualty as si stance personnel 
at Forbes AFS gads , tusafidiftto contact with tte families of each crev 
oeaber to fuapniah.aU possible aid, Captain Phillips* vtffc*ts now 
bains assisted by Mather AFB andl Captain Qlmstead’s vita by. McGuire 
AFB, •* Forbes AFB is continuing assistance to^s* Foaa, Mrs.- McXane* 

Mrs. Goforth- and Mrs, palm. -If they a^^reaporiaibility.for fur- 
nishin g. aaaiii-canca will be transferred, to tbs air base nearest their 
residence, Sverythlng possible in- the way oof monotaryhelp undany 
other aid necessary is being afforded these families. close contact 
krill be maintained while the officers are missing and this contact 
will co ntin u e until all benefits are paid should their status change 
to deceased, 

2. Malar Palm, Deceased* Mrs* Palm will receive $3,000.00 gratuity 
pay and approximately $ 900.00 arrears of pay ror the period- 1 - 28 
July i 960 upon her return to Forte s AFS. Normal Veterans Administration 
and Social Security benefits are app licable . 

j * Capta in s tocXona and Olmstood, Illegally Detained. Pay and allowances 
(including Hying pay) continue until death. These officers will be 
considered for promotion while missing under normal promotion criteria. 

a, tors, toc Xon e is receiving $502-50 monthly- Thi3 represents 
1DG$ of Captain McXone*s pay after deductions (tax, insurance, etc.), 

b, Mrs. Olmstead is receiving $400.00 monthly which is 75$ of ter 
husband* a pay after deductions. Approximately $125*00 is accruing 
monthly to Captain Olmst end’s pay account. 






k ’ Major fosa, Captains Goforth and Phillip.,, Kissing. Pa y and 
allcwanooa (including flying pay) continue until their status is 
changed from raiding to deceased. The change of status appears to 
te warranted at this tine., Because of the international aspect, ' 
the Beparfcment of state has been anted to concur in this action.' 

If it interposes no objection,, the officers' status will be changed, 
to deceased* 

a. Mrs. Posa is receiving $625.00 monthly which is 100* of 
her husband's pay after deductions. 

b * iirs * tlorortil 18 receiving $teo.oo monthly. Approximately 
vi '° 0i 18 “Ccruing monthly to the officer's pay account. She has 
heen informed of the additional money available to her. 

o. Mrs. Phillips is receiving $355.00 monthly. Approximately 
$220.00 is accruing monthly to Captain Phillips' pay account. She 
nas also been informed of the money available to her. 


■"■v * i 
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General Thomas D. White, USAF 
Chief of Staff 
United States Air Force 
Washington 25, D. c. 

enclosed is a copy of the appeal which is being 

sent to Mr, Khrushchev on August 5, i960. A 

copy of tnis has also been sent to Mr. Richard Davis. *' 


‘Sincerely 
/7Zk>z . 

Mrs. Gail 


yours, 

/3 {22^.. — zr.-d 

B. Olmstead 


50 0— 


Knc losure 



A’j^uot 4, 19 oO 
Plain field, hew Jersey 



i ‘o : 


liihita Khrushchov 
ilin 


'.e, V...G wives of Lt* Freeman b. Olmstead and Lt. John R. I-IcXone, 
::0, 0 -"-I s personal appeal to you, Mr* IdTruehchev* 

. mnetsov calc at the .Security Council, 

n ’. r ith regard to any possible applications by 
iueuberu of the families of the surviving crew 
members of the RB-47 , ouch applications will 
bo oo'-sider’-d by the appropriate foviet 
authorities, and decisions will be rsade In 
a =. cord c.i ice v:l th Co v let • laws „ *» 

..o iioye^ you ere a people who will honor this statement, 

..i, v.!;n. t\ r epre s e ntat lve of the International Red Cross 

oc- i.ji^owed to see these men. 

..o appeal to you for the release of our 1 husbands* to know they 
*io ..ot spies; only air non on a routine mission* 

p° ‘y ^ ^ no -orld inay snow that , the Russians are not without 
court, please send these men home to their v/lvea and children.. 

Pica so reply to Mrs* Freeman 13. Olnstcad 



Anxiously Awaiting Your Answer, 

I:Tr*o. Gail £* Olnstcad 
tlr3, Constance B* McKone 


Co ,y 


&PVC coord 
ASXDC Coord 
;%?£jLV approval 
ArCCS Si^asiuro 


^mw^f-iA 78901 


Cal liusbert 


o 


CosToqpattto»g fxse Ursu OlaatccMl 



wtwa of It* KeSooe and lit* CQ&s&e&d {WM& emr »nb«v 49UM Igr tto t£3S£) 
J rot^rtod (<ttch* 4 end 5} tl»4|gl<ta«tt> of the Chief of Staff la the* 

-i-tKOJifc of State for odvlco oad guidance concerning a promoted visit to the . {££&• 


Contact *ith tbo State Sapertzant tm 3 A u gu st dlcclaoad that m 1 Aegast* the 
■*«* c * ^urapfcaa Affaire (State) uroto both tire* tilGetcad «cd &rs, Cetane letiore of 
He- asd gaiaSaacc as to pi^ceduro la «4aioUflia«s contact triih the Soviet &sfe*esy, 
effonad cu ch -^Austance as asy to re$£brod« 

Ct« Q^a. !ioXI > Itogsapdar CC&AD, hae aUp written tbs ChJUtf of Staff la the act tor 

-A 6)* 


Sottora of respeas* to iiro* QX * st€ fld» &**©• Miosa> # aod lt« Gan* Sail have teen 
^•ad for the uigoatere of the Chief: of Staff * 

<4tt«DttZCBf \ 


'. * . j V 

ll is reco m raaidod that the Chief of , Staff sign the ebUcfcod letters (fttcvha 1 0 2 
i) to arju Oh -stead* Mrs* Hctaue, end X&* Qua* Sail* 


6 Acci» 

r — X* Itr to tfre* daatoad 

;:. . •'S' i ^‘ ,i: * £* Hr to Mre* iiJcitae 
3* Ifcr to It C*ta Soil 
4* ite fr Mrs Olaetaadg 30 JUl 
5* Hr fr Mw* heaoao, 23 Jul 
£• Ltr fr It Uxn Kail* lul 


•' i v *-'■■ 

;V , />.' ' 

''APPOCh 6 ’". afcvc 
AfXDC AFSHWT-U (CfciMt) - 

AFCAV AFXR>^X-IA (Stabk) 

A?ZPD 








2i>-47 Ixiciueat 


U* a*u KttUta fi* i*U» Wi? 
CummatoT, Gantt n^ntrU AIr Ceapapd 
i^itchaii- Air. t$w*o* aaiiyr^iw tek, s,x, - 


Dear fitUf 




1. Your loiter ©X sa ifal^ oo -turn pB Zoetixi&y Cmmdl <fefaat# cw 
the UB -47 ia c ldaii t i# gpwctigF md 5 *«p fwriai4a& Jb*» 4 &B*t *#4 

aoa iixs. ixSoo# w&ifc cept*#** i^U ^ Uwjcripto o£ U» rtu*xfc» tgr ttw 
Soviet d»l» 3 »te ia» ^toavpriafc# autheritte# In th* Depart- 

sent of State tune oaea contacted to <guaw oapfxttt jira# handily ctf tte 
r^qut»to Vy i tee fc eifl «ad #*#♦ la obtaining 

ptaialfigtoa, to vijd&thftir hncftgHta^ - s'-mp ... ... - •• : ~ • 

2# 3tata, beta 2 ftoX$£& a^ibatihe/ hatvo urlttea Loth Hr** Otont— A and , 
i^rs« &d£eno latter# «t advice ml gd Ute&o* concerning waking Anwgpiati 
for thane vlalt# turvugfoth# j^oUajaear. fcqgpo to ffaahiagtca.aadl through 

thtt Soviet G&wmuaKit in Hosoe¥» £&d h& w offered a&rtstaae# to tbto oat* 

X have so adrlaud Kg*« flboteed aad Urn* KcKoce* wad bop# that Itatl 
approval and arrangsajanio caa b# mad# in the iamodiKU Mature* 


3- lour iuloroist mil co&eoxa Id the matter am jjreatly cpproclit#)# and* 
l f 2a aairta* have beoa of ctoftaOtionahl* ecsauCort to tit# faailiao ot tfc* 
htftaia&e®. 


bincoroly. 




BEST COPY FOSSIBLE 



f-trs.' Frwssari 13* OlaeWtwi 



la response to your Xetur pff’SQ Jid&ipp awth«PliU« 
in tha Oapartment of 3tat« haw febett <»«Uct«d to oaaura that 

uwry effort ia imiag wfo'.fc 9 W»dlt« actiou ywr request 

lor pormiaoloa to visit yew b mrt mw U 

I .uad^rstaoU ib&Voa 1 August** tbo Bureau ofKuropaan Affklr* 
wroto you a lafct«r of advioo comaarnlcg hu <*pprai&ft to tlto 
-oviat Oovoirtiiuiaiat la .^o^oou or tho, ijoyiou i&il^ayy iu >«a r » hia gtoa 
lor tho ^ ' 

if i ca«,b» of msr 

c»a^BW »! » P »y f'|'-' ' - : "j 

Sincerely, , 


iOrjfnnx Office ,>»J Officer J 




i m 

CtVVICUl rrrs 7.r t 


department of state 

— mEPHOUE' 

Memorandum of /Conversation 


DATE: AU£U3t 1* 15^0 


SUBJECT: 


d3-«7 Crew 


■ '*"• M " 

iir* Kaomn cf Congrewcffiaa Dwyor^ bfficoj 

participants: ^ fi.S.Scaterfc Actiafi Director*. Office of Ccviat Jaica Affaire* 


COPIES TO: 


aUii - :<r. lavts 
K - rtr* Claxton 
L - i-lr* b;et»eyer.,, 


Air "Force - Cel* haaberi 




| — :-ir* hoeoau said that CU>tt^pec«*g*Ait ifcgfer just called f roa HXleabotb , bow | 
■L-^y, to eay that *ha had. talced, with the fasil* of UwtMBrt Oastead. dra. 
ir-taed apparently had re solved .a latter fro® a-UaXonel daney, .nfoitaatioa Orflcar 
.. i* v c r.oll Field, who said ho had written at **hausadar Lcd^o so creation, and 
* wc ^. twd the -wives- to icii 0 ¥ that the dovleie had Itft the doer open la the ^ourity 
o^;icll •ii.souesic&a fwr . the ■faaillee^to, saiw- requests directly to ?resler Knrusa-* 
.;r.ev, 71 as wives were asoioa;* fojda apytdia^ tu*^, c(ail4,..bot did dot want to do 
out of line# . . • -i ', <• 

I -Aid that *a a natter of faot a Loiter ytuj balng »iH0«d t^i« noraing by 
.denard ravts, deputy . A an l g tapy daoretary fcr.ifcuropaeu Affair#, to. the wlvea 
oaroats of Lieutenant. OlacSead and btoutenuat Hchone* calling t:el^ at tent ton 
to the sate statatzent .watch evidently habaesador leod^e also had la ssXndm -Die 
letter van tateaded to provide ee»e advice Vo tUa faaiUes on this question, sou 
..■* 1-avis would certainly be glad to answer any further questions wuicn occurred 
i; the families after they -tad received tue letters. 

,.r* loa;*aa sa. d this would undoubtedly cure of It# 


hdiiiicv i Pi^steri Aha ~’"L -’■•■«* 

L 


J 








CC 




August 1, I960 


I kao* that Acting ^s^ratary MXIaa' iua vrittcia to oaour* 
you u/ ts»u b^arto&ot m! tc awiat you ia agy 

'rt*xy tfcu&t it Cfcft.durij^iliie ^♦2y,dii\^iu#li portoo for you •■ 

^ iiutotaod is ate SX3U^1 by tfee 

auvuruijiiai, ( " ' ' f ''- r •' , • * -•■■ ' 

la 04# ucaaoutioa* Xwswtto sail to your sltttaUaa a 
staUe^nt whle* tUa Soviet SeXe#*u«) to use Ooltoct &itiGoa # 
iuaiu^taov, and* %tma ha 1 vetoed tai roaol&tica la tb* 

Security Council calling upon tbo ^ovi&t dov&r&aaut to aJalV 
rerro^tttatlvos of tha XaUraaUeaU tod Cross to aca your 
lauioiujd aad ticutaowt fiefooq* &r* Am unatcutr said* 

"<4th ru^diM to oogr poaaiiile applisatieoji ty i^audurs 
of tao faailiao of tba turvivluy ojw stosboro of taa 
iCV^T# tfuuii A^pUcatloaa will ha .coaaldowl hy t ba 
appropriate Soviet authorities* aad doolalooa util do 
in, accordsaeo vitU. dovish lawo* 4 

should you triad to , attoJNPt . to arru&ge for t visit wttk your 
hu»ba JXO, cither by yourself ur by another ooudber of the fully, 

1 surest that you apply for porRl^ioa directly to tbo Soviet 
--ovcroumxt la ftcacov or through ids l ovtot bscasuy la ifiaafalagtoa* 
1 vouid ur~o, frcwover, that no travel to tfoocco bo naderhucoa 
unless uritiea eosoraaoe* have boon received. froa Soviet 
autfceritiee tbuh tfc* uenber of tbs racily cenaemtd will tm 
tblo t o ftoo Llsu&ooaat Clastead* The ^eportnoot Is roady to 
assist you, or another atcttbcr of tfco family, ia aay feasible 
way to «u-ract£» a visit*, X ftoUovo thst you ifill aleo want to 
*e«p t£» Air -Force inforicad of toy plan* that you may mate* 


.U*a« y ruuaaa ii« Uiuoheed, 




Xa protLolug you uitO tb* aiove X Visas© 

uuo It clear that tba Departsawa Jews not vUui to tar jnigaoo 
you uoa wuy or aootJior iu comUu; t© a docisloo whotht >r you 
&UjuXJ or a hoai d aoi uttoaspt to 'utait your fauna ad lu 
rtewcwrti. lour 0©**rua*ai 1# poet tailing it* effort© to iitto * 
r^r^fcafetlvo ef cur akbnnty in Haaaow Soia ilia aod aill do 
ail it cuu to **cura Sit* rviozam aed rvtwra Ucao. 

-« o fr a l l nU» be gUd tocuafl to cur mbswqr In aaraw «gr 
i tuw tttlflfe you *myvi*btaday* doHvai'oti u> year iumbnad* 
Cur isafiaany Maul* tw wdOttaaso XatW&o to un soviet y«?d$a 
hlzuatry for coiiwwy to yew fcutfb*ad% If you prefer, you 
ai C 'M <uao attest to MBwUwtd with year husband Vtitu^k 
tba ftotUU w M f tin fod Croo»«. 

1 hop* t&a& thin taJfe raat l cta will Ua atflpful to you, cad 
pXuuan ceil Mffau 4aa at aa/tlso If 1. «ny Do of tat anno, , 

aiB Ct Ptb TWIy . . ji 


.. dlotuurd d« dovta 

deputy <\uulote-it iocrowry 
for doropiwo Affaire 


•Coscurreraaos 

1, • iic% V'etaafijor i 4 * Hr* el H u f f 
3/S - Hr. Day 10 - -iwoeiiuy 

Air i^orco — C©1« faoibori 


ii • J-ir. r . Uxto a 


DC A - Hr. localdaon 


*3a*aa’ ♦taBort*p4j(iV4r 

7/ J0/60 \ ; 









August 1 , I 960 


* ^ r ter©* Bcgoan* 


. ‘. \ ':*' Wiv* 




I iaw t&at Aattos tecrrtaqr, ClUeale. wrltton to umm 
sou of tte. >-op»rtaao6 ofStet*** d#*ir« t* ualet you la any 
oajr tiiai It, «*a suorto* tWU vonr dH'ftuuit porlod fcp you - "•* 
owo your iuiobuut U iuus** ilitfgvl d*t*a««m fcy tbs Soviet 
^vumc^tt, 


*u viiis acmmet lots* £ vzust to call U your attention a *- 
uUkt«*tt*ot *ai*fc ti» Jurist l^ls^ftU to Ua Oattcd fottioa e, 
£uaa«st;Knr, aaoo woea ho vetoed ttiw resolution la th* 

^ eourity sAUiaij upon tin goviot Oovuraonct to «uoit 

Popresaiitutlv** of tba Intnimtinaal md Ciocs to ae* your 
itautsaact OUsiewt. £usaet*ov uaidi 

_ A . ******* rst^awl to »ny poeotbla sppllc&tisna by au&w* 
of tuu f aad Ilia <if the mitrioj craw aciflbor* of tfco 

auuh AppUoatiew will bo oonsldowid by tbo 
appropriate Soviet #atttaHtl*s # nod declat&oo will bo 
uod$ i a oeaord&aao with Soviet Imcs*^ 


wbioali you wish to attoscpt to uxr-uagu lor a visit with 
your buau«u*i # either by youroelT or by another issuer or tfco 
/““?• * s^goat that you apply for pumiesioa directly to the 
- 0 TT ^ VfensAant ^ or ihrouiih Uio Soviet o^eeey in 

^aciiiaguio* I -ould urg®, ha*aev«r t tiuit no tnmO. to Moscow 
U3 uadcrtaxtta culoss written eocursauaj have beito received 
rrcui ^-ut authoritioo Uu it tW msabor of the fuaily cotioeraEMi 
^ix be &$lo to see UnaUaeoi fotfcao. XJas Uspartjwant Is 
rouuy to ui4iiut you* -or. axarthor uasaitor of the dually* in aay ‘ 
itfaaifala ioy to *rr*n*© * visit. I taller* t hat you will also 
to *u®p tfea Ur rorco luforasa of *ay pUna tart. you *uy 


In 


**r«s. John iU 


la providing you with tbo ai&vtt Lafwnfoitloa, l wlaii to 
it aids* 2? tbafc tt it* Dapartapni cbs# tot vlisfa to iaflctYoco 
7«u on* W4*y ci 1 la B atin ,; ta a. aaoiateo tualhar you 

ur ^ixoaid not attest to visit your ftu^aad la /iaaaow# 
i'aur jov^i-ajiutit la ccati^uin^ ito effort* t* iiava * r*pr®~ 
£*stitatl*;» of oar da&aa*y.la ikuscow wU* and. aili do H 
uius Vo aaauro dia roiBuso mad rat ora ia*c*« 

otoil dls» sltd to aa&i to «nr i& 4 >aasiy la dotce ir 
dttjr Utt w« *ai*ii ywa acy vi*n*aJbdvmd*Uv*rdd to your 
rmoonn tU w4*r t8MMr soold itraosnlt fesaoo iottoro to iAs - 
■iJpoiofc /omga.&taUtqr, for eollvazy ** yo*tr busbond* If 70a 
prof a r* yea fal^bt also lUoapftto t^jpaaaiioatp t;itb yoer- - 1 
auau^ifcU. titfevj^b tfce f&ciiAtiaa os iba iisu Cross* 

a dcp* tiwifc tiU* iiu’o raattoi: util bo Jiolpfui to yoo # and 
piamsa cadi, ogaa aa ob •«ojr' tl«e.' if -1 -nay bo of asoiabaaos*' 

uiman^j yoars, iV - ; > 


v x „.. r UicbnrdH* Davit 

S>op«ijrdtoal0tasrt. Sasratary 

for suropoma Affairs 


Coaourrsocef Ii;» Rr* Wotaa^w I* ~ Mt% Slldaff d — R*v niarton 

S/d-Mr. 10 ibr* ' ilwaoney Air Fore a- Col* Laakeri. 

Day 

5CA - Hr* Donaldson 


istTSiv-V^ 

orfAMd/dy 







August X, I960 


wear Hr* aad fira*. Olaatoad* ' 

t . Uldt &utUl « 5*<r*ta*>r MUpft h*«.wyi U« i to . 

^ 5 , r^f ■ " t ^ ar ~ aest cf , 5U5«»# dttin Ija tooict »u to. aar ' 
WW tiiat tt can Ctttrtaaitkto Tny illfficslt porioa t ae 

* " ■ "■ ■ **■ * ' , ,'"■■•’» - •. \ r- *1- u >i, • , .-. ■■,..& .. .^l 

Xa thla c<Jaamloa, I wit W ooil to A 

tiu> Jfelagst* t« U» Uoit«d Baticaa* 

2*rtS2^ S^*^‘SiK r c SL“ - 

“»lta raaaru to any pooolhla application* by 

i** f4miU * a •* U» swiviae any aaabars 
*fP UoaUaa * * U1 “• considered by 
^=!^^ prtrto i0TU,t «ulbarttUa» **<i decisions .ill 
fco sukSo la uccaraaasa t niUk lava** 

™ '£* "** *• tor a rlait with ^ 

* bjf J rouroelf «• hr another neater of U» fasdly. I 

- a ^ uot *“6 yea apply far pondsalm directly toT, I ““ffV 

10 f s * co *' or through tha Soviet Saba nay In uaahta^ n 
lwww ' ttuA «» »»*•! to Hoaaw, bo uud^takto^ 
- a “‘™ U '*“ »„ b«a received free ioyi«T^ 

-uUoritlwi Wait Che amaher of tha feaily uoaeotwh *111 be ahla 

IrtSSt *?£?* lb f ^ W say to 

, J ° e ° * ? islt * 1 hoUsto that you Will tl 30 wuat to kaon tha 
-Lr -'eroe luiomuKl of eqy plana that, you may awko. P 




la pretlOlag ye* bit h tb* jftfoiaitlBa, X visa to 

"*** Jt ciiawp lUat Ufc» Boggy taoct do«a oot wi&h to iaflaaaoo 
j'wu oao way or rt oo tho r 1 a curing to a tiocieioa vnolaer yoa 
oU>uxJ or aficaU aot attempt to vlalt your ouu ia Koaccv* 
uovaruaaat la cacti nalng Ita orfurta to a ropre- 

fiftct Atlvo.icf «w: £*&**&? la Aoocow uao bXa and will co atf, iv 

to oe^ur* aia rolaooo t&A rotum bogus* 

A » yea knew, -*• •imlleleo to dead to our .tabojacy 
la m>6o*w *oy fartiar aftWw wMoii yaa Aay wifib to Acre 
ciclivorodto yc^ Aoo« t>ar 2ab*s^ w^d tran»alt Haaea 
Xtfttttyp to tho Swlrt Forcli^k ttiaiotry for callvery to your 
**oo. if yua piefor, you ol&bt also to ^oaauntuato vltlt 

/our son ihrou^fii tho ftswllltiwa of tfeo &od Cacao* 

I Jtt-po that thltf ljaftertiatKm %±I1 be helpful to you* *ad 
■vi*mm» oall upoo k* «t aay tiao If X «**y ba of aaoietaooo* 

dlcoovoly yotim. 




* '' w ' & lobart u* Burl*- • 
uoputy ‘.seifituut acoretaiy 
1 ’ ■ ***' ” f/ for - &m>?«oo - Affaira 


OoacwTMM, t- Hr.Bei* aya r f - Mr. itlrfuff K - Hr. n,^. 
10 - Hr. Swmv iCA - Hr. Ooaaldaon 
AlrPoreo - Col. Usabort a/a _ j^.. D^y 


AU'UooVjDiaMterjert^dy 







August 1, I960 ; 


U*ar nr, «md »xra« jflrftoaoi 

I that Acting Oacrevuy Dillon too written Uwmfm 
of theXeperteeotof fitoWo dewiretohaalat you la «sy j*y tfe*t 1* 
wui daring thin rery. difficult period for you walla yoraep^t^: 
uadar lUagal dafconiiaa by the Soviet <k>von»*at. * ?.; if 

la tala cunaoetlon, I vast to aall to your attention a rtitwwit 
twitch tha Soviet tele&ateatOKthg IteUed hatloaa » Hr* Cu aneteorr, side 
wfeso Od vetoed tte>ree<ati*lea is the beourity Consoll calling upon the 
boin&t uoverwMit to ooaii representatives of the lattmtliwaj ted 
Orcuu> to »o« your eon and bleutcaant u l a a r tea d * Hr* K usae& e o r Midi 


“With regard to map possible application* fay (wmbiit 
of tho fsuollloo of tho surviving orev awatjora of iba HA*47» 
uuch applications will b« conaidared by the appropriate 
Soviet iutOoritioo, and dwcinlooa will bo made In an- 
ooroaaco with borlctliuae*" 

Should you visb to attempt to arrange for a visit with your 
^'a, » it her by youreolf or by another macaber of the family, X 
4ugg«at that ywu apply for pomlo&iua directly to too Soviet Qoi ma aat 
lu i-o»cow or through tha Soviet &riKuuay la wauhlagtoa* Z would urge, 
i-cvovor, that no travel to rtoseaw bo undertaken > in log a written on— 
aurauiiea be«a roenlvod froa soviet authorities taut the —stee r 
of the family ooacoraed will bo able to nee Lieutenant hcftoae* 
tbe ^partnwat la ready to uoslot ytr& $ or anotJtor Kssber of the 
i'acdiy, la say foatehlo way to arrange & visit* X baliev# that you 
will aleo vaoi to loop tha Air Karoo loforsod of eny plash that you 
way *aake* 

In providing you vlth bfco above Laforwatioa, X wish to sake 
It clear that the Deport aeoh cicoc net wish to influence you one 


nay 


sir* and Mrs* Joan A* Hdoue, 



uqr or oaottoar la cuaiu* to a Uocioiea uaetaor you itfKtuifi or 
^feoulo aofc a%t«N5*rt to visit your soa i» Moscow* four Guvoro* 
csaat Is continuing Its effo its to U^vo * ivproooatutlva cl* our 

•:^wy lu iioocoif 9«* bltt AO& idU CO «dl it GAO CO £*Cnr* 
i*i» roiua oo «,id roturo Dcssa* 

**• skill also t« $Ud to soad to war fanbOBsy is tfoooow any 
laUsra wfelofe you asy visa to tuts Mtiomitd to your oea# Goa 
**lL 3 tnujfflsit tboso lottorc tc tho &*vlat fforoign 
; ilai©tjy for deliver? fco y*uy soiu If jtai y&n&sfrt * Um 

iitospt to oosBtml«no with your coa Uao facilities of 

vi» Sod Cooes* ■■•- ' ^ lvV ' 

I fccpo that this tufomstioa vlXl to fcotyful io yoa # aod . 
?X»*so MU ajioa svj ot cogr lias IT J way bo oJT ua&lsfcfcooa* 



• - '-•■ > - -“Doputy Acoirtuot ^ewtrotarjr 

*or lure**** AXX«iir» ...... u-’--. 

^neumnxce# - X# - Mr*;1*tJ»oyer T^w.^ • Hr*: Kilthrff - - H - Hr*' Clarion 
tf/S * Mr. Day ••••'-■■ ~.Itt ♦ J4r* Simwnsy 

v, '. 1 ... ;*:. Air Fore© - Col* Daaborfc 

5CA - isr, Donaldson 


^‘J^iSGVaD^DOBtorioric/dy 
7/30/to 



JIM. ?. r: i 9 pC 


in’* Wr». 

t-iuUj «-Uooa 'ccarlty iWu, u-ai«£ jvat u<a 

“!‘ «*U.t lawflf action fc r the n*rUt Gowwwrt I.wiIm CTThTTai#'* 

U<sat «' iBot W» UI -ie^ly .jdt^aUxUo aiUi ywo if 

X v* a » w »o*»uv 7 «i at tfcS. tls», i ntavv , t tk.ft rvar r,.~, — . 

cntiia* t* d» rrorytkU, U>,t it e4a *». *«**, t^rrU^T^ 

“**-»■* ***“«- wrf U»uwt •* 

-willa I kOM that Jtru b*«* boon »; la to foil** tba trrr v rm rr« .f 
U 4 *««o *u- Ciwruwrt *■»!«» tari.t CWnnwat 1* th» 

*? t “Vf* 1 «* «*•»• «««* bUwl,*, 

z!“ 1 U "** Aa >°* k ““» >fct-M» 4 <ter urtf, tea. aw rv^jM is. 

SrtS!* 7 T~* *• T ~ r “ lt “•to.m.ujfe ciS tt» 

?® ***** ““7 r«***ur* yco *g to Uu4r Ktll -iwlM «~ ■< 0.' tT-.*..**® 

“V lc ** S *'“ ir * t 7 - 0fc »an i«fc»-mWo<j a raaolattao 
T“ * VUX *•"“* * «Uw «<*..„ to tho iS 

«•■*»*.*. tt. C«ut <W««* 

JtT lb;y» 4n 6*7 day log a M a rt * c«kwuia« rc^p v*n will ^ 

i^rewptaij Inr t**a4. In th* tuuaati** Wt# :>*pajtne*a vill t* %* *m 

Vest* la 5 Jiy tfttf tikBl 4 % T ^ " VUi *** £**» W ttm 

*» u% iv« 2 . * # 2 *** y ** uiU *»* -»*« ta c«u optft 


F-ualt^ar**# 


Kr* * ad H ra. J 

"HsSCvTT 


:>»an r*Uaj» U« }88 
Of Ailjr U,.l<S 6 o. 
Fr««a r«lM^ 
of July 16 , 1 ** 0 . 

Ketoui 


Slaooj^Xy year*, 

Ktt - Sr. l>mwt m 

ft; *..;• : ■ •■ . f'CJL • i&r* QimXdbxm 

H - Mr. CUxton 
£#€tvjvtnr ^ '*’ Hr. BtrtElisg 
10 • Hr. c ‘nny 
Air - oa. Intvrt 

S/S-RO 

JUL y 0 I 960 

A true wpy o# signet original 


V/ «.'*//- O hot'^p^i lu 7 /??/iD 



JUL ? 0 I960 


^ Mrs. 

~? Ualt * d *•««» Soeorit, r«iSr^V^~ *J“* **• »*•«*■• »r 

iv+ult la *aw Cl ^Tv izf ~ cU JtM* — trrHJii «* 

o{ y*** toafauad, UMtnBM b -ff rm iT**^ n *^' ra6> ** * — 41 ag to Um r*L*, 
la toU batter.* ^ •*» **rV K7H~tota* aitTyaT 

«Ui «■** r. to*, ymr ****** 

«**«» ^ ** VtUXm *° r ' Um " * 

22 E*££» 1 r *• fai “ «- «*-•«• .f »v 

® J cr 

Etfha»ay. i a | .2* **** «CC«M to far 

Soviet OueertaM. to pe rmit *u_ « ***“■** * -Kj * 9 *1“° rei^ceVed too 

■•*■%»» *•« c ~»» »Tw 2 .Z. 

la K«* to to* Cuitoj altir^ £ ’“• n * u “ 4 *e» ««<« toa Itoltoa 

*"??"* IlCE. tto^T^^T£ *?"“ * "-SlOb 

*7 — ^Umail^al £*d *° ***«» *«•*• U tfa* tcsa 

^^t**** tfela rwifai H^ ^«rl*satt*Xy # tk# 2end*t V»m^ t 

>to«m to 

****** mia^ to *&** r? F w>ir ^ Jii «U1 W ci&d t» 

S taiH >g<>Sy jromai 


CaaWtfrumpt 


*• frtto* (vIhm 

*f u, I960, 
y * l ms« JvfaK^ &* 
«* -sOy 1S C X^fcO. 


$**+ JctekjU ^r<yfp y 


/S/ DOUGLAS DilXON 

FCTt - fir. Orris 
i ; .. SCA - Hr. Co ml daaa 

H - Hr. CXjucw* 

Y • Hr. fcordij^ 

10 - fir. Suuumt 

icvi Hr tons* 'S^-.f^art 

JUL 3 0 ig go 

s " rv "* 4 <» si— or.^ 



JUL 2 9 I960 


lira. 'Jlwwcdi 

J bwa u • croot /o«r <U4a^»laU»at auk « lu,. 

^ *~r“* ^ u * 

vi - 1 ‘ aw “ ni •■*-•*—• - ^ 

am «o^l^^’■ J ^ 0 i. eii3a, * r3y ** '*'* la lt «»» »<ne»v»u, Uuj* yow Oowra«ul 

u^ir^ - — -• — ~ 

*1** " r ^ W *** : ^* a t* roll^ Uu* aaaaaa*# of 

w*4Wft»*fc4 «^w i irir#mcaao't _• »u *< w , ... "* B1 

I ** , * tta “ ****** u«v«raamkt la t&o 

«» ca«. wi u< ""■ **• “*■*• u * ni “ 

*— o, oar L ‘“T*" U 

rv^uawk^i %cu Mviat ot * * .arraikar U*43. lUus «Xoe 

to MM t„ iLJT^T *** u *“ .*4 .rauo 

“Jr: :::;:r u -i££~ =fr-=!vs=fft^ 

- ‘rjnrjr^- »-» -** 

v-»*»»* yau U «/ uaowt TT JZ’ ■ “^rtaani ulU L. *Ull to 
to ~n ^ ^ a \ Z/SL. ' 1 ,4#pe v “‘ *•- f.ai frso 

Megan* l y yvttra, 


•’AUxiti^kftn^i i 

1. i-rwii »« 1&CUM Uo. 

or J'«ij 12, 

** re lodg’d i*. ^01 

of J'-i./ 10, lfcto . 


o, 

*utx«4g U^rrgUi**/ 


5/S - RO 

"M 3 0 1960 


»»-— a. ^ JULJW «w 

ta* copy w tijnti arigmaj 


. v i . .-TV i L‘. : 0,^41 t4j r , .*>:.■? 


” ^2? 'VaJ 

(/ 7 ittmd 7/SV/£a 


£22 - **r. oavia 
S>CA — Hr. ^aoildeoa 
H — Mr. Clazloa 
^ • Hr. &«rdiag 
10 - Mr. o*eeney 

- * vC ’i* 



JUL 2 9 196 a 


fir. hm* Jfe*. 

\ 

M ^ 1 y** 6 *}™ ***** rw daiawtitotowrt Ml to i&ti ua m*U 
°f tto ^itlito- tottto# tow rlty u^iu ##m jui to## tw 

A iMfl« p so* m«lt i« tfl/ entiott ky toa tonot a### — irrrl Imau 

w to# r taatoMM i a/ /war too* Ucrtwmn '^XeotoftA. to *11 itolr 
«$«!*#tAi»# with la feia eattow. 

fT» *° »*«" >«• *t tcu Vita, taowrar, »>l n» Omm* 
“■°** alU MIlMt to Jo (WTiUtg Uat U OMt Vo «M*U tw wUwt , 
«* U.«*w»«st IwmM oto UmmomI , 

I toot /»• toto **>«a &&0 u tolls# tta tocui 

©r totod totoM M Mr OOTm«*at **i toa tovtat tovaras** U H> 
i*re&» t I «* /«■ jr%* tostoaiow# oopto# of toV ts» mi ## 

to *tU*» w* &*»• 4 otw Md # 4 tto rotor# »f to to mxx mtU Uh^iU 
to*®*# to ttoa mr ear ffno a## toto*»y* to ye# tto# 9 ftnninto 
to4y# to# alto r^iMto tto s*rtei tc ^aii to# Is**#* 

fiiiUMil ***& Cmri to em to hm t» (biV It ##7 riftiat «m #a to 
MtU»UsUj f #a 4 Im X tails# iA&ltt£ 4 i&# V« tto uftK |f| f-a%| an# 
C<hcaaU latodato g rwlmiliin BtiU miy caULiiw un mm 
iovlA* Oovosranaot U din <MM to tfco tea. (g> too lah-nfMwwt 

“* J w “ s ®’ WtMtuMrti, Un fiwt** attwwirt wuu ttu 

HMfeutLoo* 


to Mr« asms# >— igg # la tooator x«*ttag*» #m## tarn Udwto 
®® riK»#trrA 4 f if 0 ® tlaj ro## Itrator to vomr moo nal &atolAi>lr 
U to tor tototof At totofit tor dtUwi* torSto 
ptm#*!? txtomto «to «# tor# itoM uato &y 

XT tort mm # #jf itowrtui ajwi itrrftg Aotsdoauiay J’to# # # # » «## »tn ^ 
latorato. 1# to* MMtto> tto «1U to t# 


to to#* A 










«*ii ujjttaa <N( «« 6 ay Uua. * 


***• j©* will 




/S/ DOUCLAai DILLON 






!• »o # v*g 

** 12 * Ij^O 

a " n '*** -*&**»* *>. tel 
** «i* 4 g> 16 , l^j 


S/S-RO 

JUL 3 0 I 960 

A tru« cop* of signed ori$nl 


aa - Hp. I*ria 
£21 - far* iw«u m 


a • Ur* gi«r^^ | 


? - 


jV>0 or,r --0 VS 0 5<2 w . 


lEeliiiO? fP?J JfaiVtair rllfcfl. 

7 / 8 T/S# 

. ..,,****,.; *»$>. 

»»W«* la Sl/JUM • 


▲XU KJkC 3 - 

Toi. fivic 

:£ CVTlVblVl 


Jar. 6 «iU| 
w r. ^mj 
Ool* Yiwtart 





V~ HI < & >;r5 1 RU. Mic CL'i&iyi 
' i . unit i;*. srjiVca r ' 

MITCKcL *u.< ifWRC*; L',» 

: J i *,. . „ . \ 1 ‘ . 


I- 


Goaarui ThornAi JD* w hite, ipsAi»v 
Chifti oi Stall 

United Stau>« *Uy y WC0 j 

VVauaia^toa 2*. D. C. 

2c#i Tommy: 







" 1 ;■’«.•£ t ,*<:*■•, 


* ^ you 

-I* . i-odg* •mpha.ieod th«;U» Soviet JR^a e*s*uUti »» «■- 

' - rmi««ioa **’iL ' V*" 1 - “S^ooi » ; tt» Suda^pTla^''' 

-tmmton eiu.ar to VMU W4»-«UaiM«ftw>>MtiM Oli tiu, wta«i*h^52^‘ 

"*^r^ ui g^^ ^yfe- 

.*|. ^ ' *? wse *' ®«pro»eot»tlv« BtaBWiiSf; .k« T y, :gfes& 

■.'t* , ,“~ v * su i “ 1Sa “^«o»«Mio«'«4» well M.,«fe e 

.TT. C. *»«W«6*tt<W. •*. to^-siir»cwd t3» p*tu«SS^” : 

"•. ' ‘ ;• ""'■ ";'" •*“^*‘-*••9 *«S*»k*-.«n# tbr* ax.-oowcfcoo «« «„ icciOtoW-^- 

* *f JU T™ U :*.‘ '**“* **™*F-* ^W«R«l intern a* casSiS 

'* “•■' v “- c .- 3 P«fOi-o Ul».*,w*9juw» OJ»iu4 UU» *!<,* uiigfctty. ! i- ■ 


;.• - f .’ 


• U*jartt&tt6» ii&CZ+i 

-i .-L^.;£* * j se .;; 


'■*•■ . tttfeiZu Va i , .fj 

>•■-• -iSwiik Aiioiui. 

•'* <-’ C i*^iV iiifi isf K {*. * its. 

U Ou 


~ t> i* w * e* s& fci v« g»^4 t .I- 
; * > '-•' - ‘ '* * w«- cije wive a 


..' J -■'jVtVii s 

ia istu^ajiatt 


■* j 

“ j v biuj.ii u tifwii 2 ^ij apjjar tuuity 

A “ J •ifuiuiiai Lj, . 

..oo^ tfcu i-BsiaeJss .on .w. i 3i ,p a , a ^i.* r ; 

*« '^^ir . ' . v t,r j^'' 

►* ~ j. 'T *v ^ ,l iii'; .‘ 

.y-iii xmC for aSi *'‘ 
xiavc iiia ftii* /. J 

-:f ... . . 


■>- U*. t ij 

b-ui.^aS'ity. 


'<ig<S', ..i . 


> tid! 


wiv? . 
yu«. *«., 



r.'A 


I i>«iUvc ycu will be 

f r t* oac ’ oi ’ “» --- **i&n 

{o ium and that tiw>y had I &Hkn 

~* Ji * 00 tho — i2S^fr‘- lv,, ’g 


hiacoreiy. 


^U-X-lAM £. Haxx 
i-iauwa^at Gao* raj, OiAF 
*-< Oixi ia«4£idor 

i : :*£V; 

'°py ?iirniihcd 


^i\'v-v.aov-:Uap 

*&»**.• •- - ■ 


• -:^T- 

•* .* by rc — ..-Ai- 

. ON^c-Caii. 





FOLLOWING PAHACSAPUS AES EXTRACTED PRCM HBMABJCS MADS bY SOVIET 
USTSSSSUXAYIVS bEFOftft TMS 0 ft SECURITY CGUWCIL D&iiAIIKG TUB BB-47 
I SC IDE WT OL< 26 JULY I960* 


Fur char, it la ln(Kiitiblt to pass ovir in silence the fact that th# 
representatives of the United States and its partner® in tho *&&reseive bloc 
in o clear attempt Co divert attention fras tha threat to peac#* constituted 
by the systaltic incursions of United States aircraft into Soviet air ^ space 
continue shamelessly to exploit tha very unaerstandobts feeling® of ataabara 
of the f a'niltea of the crow acabats o£ the KU-47 aircraft* Tha hypocritical 
iitateuiiuts by the organissaru of the provocative flights, of course, h«v« 
nothin:* in common with genuine fcelin&s.af humanity; they only show once 
Sf.ni.xk that they vlll not shrink from tmy means of concealing tha responsi- 


bility for every thing chat happened J.n connection with the Rfc-iT aircraft* 
In thin connection, it i» quite under standab la that tha draft 
resolution oubai ttad by the* represent a hive of Italy does not pursue any 
human i true Ian .tinm, in spite of the statements to that affect propounded by 
tbs topres entetivn of Itnly with so much warmth* This draft resolution is 
aiaud at diverting at contention from the necessity to condemn tan 
or^ani^uro of the a&sreaeive actions* Moreover, the Italian draft 
resolution ia directly aimed at Interfering in the interrial affairs of 
tha Soviet Union and with the normal proucddut i of justice which ere now 
hein* carried out in regard to the two cruw members, McEone and 0 instead. 


of the IU5-47 aircraft which commit ted the Aisrc^sive incursion into tha si. 


»pacc ot thu Soviet Union for espionase purpose. b~h«a the oaemination 
of their cases has been couple ted, they will appear Uetore a Soviet i&ibuaf 



iivLa represents «n iajplesatjication' of tUa aoverai^n rights of thft. Soviet 
Uuiea, in which no interfersace by sqy outside organisations will be 
tolerated. 


WITH Fit GARB TO ANY POSSIBIZ AJ?PUCAT1C«S BY eEHd£F:S> OS TJffi 


g*znxE$ 


0? TKK SURVIVIKG C££W ttMEERg OT THE Rb-47, StJCH AmiCmOa* WILL BR 


CGZ^IPEREp e-Y TH£ APPROmftS sons? AMT 50 MTIBS, ASl> l s ccisicas KILL -ZB. 

MAB6 IM ACCOPBARCB VITH SOVIHT LAWS* 



*i~t. V /: C*i.l 



• STAFF- MESSAGE DIVISION 

UNCUSSIflCO MESSAGE 

; INC 0 Ml N G 



AF 1 11 : 13467 (9 Aug 6o); z/dfc 

INFO ; PMP-S-lj ASC 

SMD A 002 
KZCHQD947ZCY JA402 
RR RJEZHQ 
DE RJWXBR 319 
R 032055Z 

EM SAC OF FUTT AFB NEB5^.. 

TO RJWFFB/2 1 AIRDIV F0RBES ] AFB KANS 
INFO RJEZHQ/C OF S USAF WASH DC 
RJEBKF/2AF BARKSDALE AFB LA 
BT I ^ .< 

UNCLAS DPS 1 1695 (INFO USAF FOR AF.PMP-S- 1 ) INFO 
2AF FOR DPSP). SUBJECT IS CASUALTY REPORTS ON THREE 
MISSING R3-47 CREW MEMBERS. ...INFO RECEIVED IN THIS HQS 
ON 8 AUG 60 FROM HQ USAF INDICATES THAT CHANGE OF STATUS 
FROM MISSING TO DEAD IS NOT REPEAT NOT YET APPROPRIATE. 


. \ 5; V!vlv ‘ 



mz 

^ 'M 


REQUEST YOU WITHHOLD ANY ACTION TO CHANGE STATUS PENDING 
FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS FROM HQ USAF. 


BT 

08/2058Z AUG RJWXBR 



AHMED FORCES INSTITUTE OF PATHOLOGY 
Waa*in<«ton 23, D. C. 



rUGHT OK MTMOLMf 

AtfAN MMmrr ok k*tvkxjO«v 



SUOr/HUD/k* 

umaw lownuTKM 


5 Auguat 1960 

.;jajsct: ?r.ll»Ii-ry Export cm *»;). H. C. P.lu, Am Acc. Ho. 969935 


„0: Captain Lathwr 

A>Fikr*-8-l 

R*a. i£313 r TU* Pentagon 
Uaauiugtoa 23, D. C. 


1. Indexed plane* find * copy of 
of Hajor UllUrd C. Pala, AO 


tk* praltaiuary report on the 
2037476, AF1P Acceaalou do. 969935 


2. Thlo copy la forwarded a« par 
^*«tfuat 1960 to Captain W. H. Dawideoa, 


your telephone raquaat of 5 
USAF, HC, of the Aoroapac* Pathology 


,i ranch, ATI?. 


1 Inc 1 

•rocse a. nrLLaa 

a/a 

Captain, MC, VSH 
Acting Director 





*0 


L. / / 

: 




* 


:* • • . ;r w,tmo : . 

■-1^ it-rn sfHttr, n w. 
Washington o, c. 






^wificn ^^e^beljsMuy a©$wrt « Smart mrtiwa of <rf 
Q. £0 £C4T?4?4j «?I? ftinmaoig^ *r&f¥% $ 


TOi C^Mwnnol 0 * K« 

'•*'4< CteMrsd 

— v^Ww, UW 

■ — UtfU*a 25 # jj. C. 


i&ftftft, UtfA/ # m 


irf liua bc«y pa Ka.^r VtlL&rd Q • vam r« galri j at ^ - avtb 

‘ Hanr ^ «i ^rwcUawIjr <* 00 , 31 ^Ojr 1 ^ 0 , 14 w pawl^ly w- 

0% ***•*• ^a^ w fc o io. fiugA lml «a«^urto 0, ?. U 4 D, 

^TT^.‘^ rV .? *"** ** /# ^U^rriaa a u 4 July 1^ 44 4fc» •» 

^rmaMMk i^un. fcovi^b 

*** ***** <** tf *lMll4i«ir 

*0a 4te> 4U of AUy, 1**0 # mrtfettrt ©if 42* 

£*«» 4fc» 4aai b*4y «rf bill 7^ ^ ’ M 

U ttn» «£ur*al» *f 4fct paraksU, vea *Wft 4 m ST%<rtIr»» 

•&» ^Ui OMa at a Mii — ab^ cMly vrt ol^dna **d l±w »•«*<. 
ff ^ ***** «*«k md fptr afoul itor gl*4il»* ■&**# > tw*i 

f2 *"•— • «— * - SrL^^T^j^SftbT 

aa* Sw^ttMd vara filial «tu titak fwsw 0*44, feT w !l!L 
«ae*«i«4 teith fluid tu^u Sm «fcSab!rf^W«. 
wbo i-ufrl*r4 mmcoI aal m uoa %4at t4> ^T trfih 

^ s * fc » *«*• ***** U fin « ivsttlt erf &*» ftia g B ^ ^ 

2 tkQ^ima«]f^ ystta«ys &y na44 la oaiwtwumm erf 

4a «aW. tb* lal«5ri4ft 4«kna . • . ©««14 . 

w ** sfeMrtly Wfxm «fe«Wi 4 W btoai fc**a» obwIL 

ttacr* erf ft ll^t afttat k ft # u^ «^Uea&»«iJ42 Ufl « « *» 

ttw fcrrlMft Wuft < rt u w>i for ^ — Itft) aad ^ivtelttiiA <be 
44 « 4 ^r 9W1, 


2. 0\ 26 July I960, Hajor Cl&dm U Uepsr, . WUF, HC, i —rlnsd 

tfao WMiim at 41 m irs &fl tt J W Hsrtaary at P^uafrfggt/llal n , Oar — y> Dr. 

T wo po r fewd all ar&wti in tbs body aovlAy la high— ard arrsRgsacnt. 

Ha oooalutiwd, after {ran and oiarosso pi a esaalnettsa, that na 
aooalualT* *tat«*wmt as to saasc of death could bo sad* In absmoa 
of detail od Inforwatloc about tho nature of tbs inslAaart. His 
dl*gr*©*« warsi 

1* Laosmtlons, abrasions sad ocohyi&soos of bod/ surface, 
a dM ae ! •ovarii/ , duo to unknotA iituaa . 

2. H«porrbaap», siniaal, lungs, spleen, adrenal and wiiutiiy, 
duo to uaknowr oaum. 

3. Vascular dilatati o n , — d w a t » to samara, gtowsHtwa 
internal tissue* and organa. 

V. Ha&hlisoto * o Disease of thyroid. 

5. Ulcer (2) superficial of ssspbaga*. 

6. Chronic ttbol ecys litis, early. 

3* Rs-oaoaainatlon of tho bod/ of Uejor Pal* was deoo by 
Cayt. W. H. Davidson, U3iF, HD, and KaJ. f. tf. Unroll, U3JLP, HC, 
at the Ax' IP norgu* b«tuaan 0900 and 1500 31 July I960. This 
ojoaaiaat Ion cojiflriw»d Or. Deeper r « gross findings. Ccaploto 
roont^an cx a ad n ation revealed no fj^cturw and only nlner degenerative 
osteoarthritis change of vertebral bodies, extra dural hoaorrhags 
was present in tiut s pla a l canal. Tho tyupanic j-ecibranos wore intact. 
Uall heocrrhagss wore present in tbs Into ml vertebral llgaoeats 
adjacent to U sod L2. Tho ar^ar Ascribed by tbs Soviets as 
s ho eing lividity (hand, sock and shoulders) shewed cUrk»ped to black 
discoloration with a wwrl flod-leathory eonslsteoay. 

V* Klcrocoopla examination of the lungs chows mrksd congestion 
of oapillarloo *u*i vein*, distonados of alveoli, sceao with air and 
•Out* vlth oosinopailis aaorpbous —to r ial &£d infrequent intra*- 
olvuelar hemorrhage. Alveolar uasroptaaae* are praainoait. Vascular 
d l 1 atatl o n in tho oUawa o oea of tbs traohsa sod bronchi is pmil lent. 
Fooal uollootions of uoutrophilos am proaunt In wins and alveoli. 
Boarterial £L-owth Is ~ -u l a ratcly boar/ without acuta Inflaaatttor/ 
roaotion. Skin elation* show subcutaneous kouerrhags and derm .1 atlas 
of vpltboliuui with itjral Ini satioa of tho uorlua and dl 1 va&ouLar 

fibannols. 

5. In conclusion, it is bolisvsd tho owiomMnaa wowads rwprsssnt 
unto-edortoa tra i c rao probably occurring during ejeotl neu tibortbar tbay 
prevented Hajor ?hUa fro* jotting Into his Ilfs raft (if on* worn 
available) la conjectural, but in rise of tho absence of boas 
fractures, this is doubtful. Che aspsot uuiclauust bo considered is 
tho water totaporetura in this area. Tho U. 3. kenry Krdrograpiii* 

Office, Divistcu of Oosoriofirraprty', states that uaan ocean surfaoo 
Uiaponatum for Jens is 35°F and for July 40°7 * Variations occur 
duo to ctortborly or aastorly winds. — 3unrival-tiaa In such tc^smtams 
is a wax tor of a fa*r hours. / Tho ulcroseopls Hrurtiaw of tbs longs 
is o onci d o rod cons i gtaut with but net petbe^ssBaaid of dawning. Aa 
aitaupt is WiAg triads to munrar from luag by acid Ulgsgtlcn. 


2 



S • . rv .fr,r ", ^ «t.- f. re MITT. 

*nu i scrt^a. (Xh«jr* apf^Ar *<r. be 

tha 3cnri*ti». thiTsa^hjiy* occ^rrmd^/t pt>Uamiit ^ r ** *<W*Uxi fcgr 
in Ut» Kater. ^ rr * d art * r hw of exposure 


CO 1 

Col. ).. flrwm, ^2, 
L4 ^ • '•• H. CllKUk, SAPOI 


rt'JUSC i-L. T3Wi.«A^ 
t^alcuol, IJSA?, :-C 
tha Dlrwtar 


lj-uLio<] and 8 expert lyj 

Ci 4 >t. V. i{. L-avia*orj, rJGjtf, ,|C 


3 



t' n DEPARTMBNT OF THE AIR FO! 
“ STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 
UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE 


.<§f 


(30 Jul 60 ) 


N C QJU N G 


PJSP-iS-l 

t ’ nAtr pnr *5 

_ y O ^ 

.iu0 i:c i 3 

0 . -LHC- 



:-P ; 6k r R JEZHQ RJWXBR 

3 £ . l*F 3 13 


I2I3-C3-3, CIS. OTG 



p :>yi. OFF 2 RJEZHQ 

>• - . . IRDIV FORBES A.FB KAN 3. . 

I’-- ZHQ/COFS WASH DC ' 

li JWXBR/CINCSAC OFFU-TI AFB N£BR 

hje:k vc.omaf 2 barks dale afb u : , ; : v' 


CASAULTY MESSAGE FRCM.EPPA i346o FOR . 
f * I ATE ATTENTION CASUALTY BRANCH, SUEJs CASUAL i : 
m REFERENCE YOUR UNCLASSIFIED AFFMP- S-_J A Jv€5B- 

? =,■. ticial use only, the following n6^ jj a it^ 

RE;' •; ~ IS SUBMITTED; 

..M, REPEAT PALM, WILLARD GEORGE, 

E ; OH, ..... 


C.. A ‘203 7 A 7 6 REPEEAT AO2087476, ' ... 

Do 3*-{3D STTRAT RECON SQ, 55TH STRAT' RECON" UG, FORBES AFB.. 

' KANSo TETTC HED 3 920 TH COMBAT ' SUP" GP f BRIZE NORTON ,, ENGLAND!) 


1 oi\ 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FC 




.STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 

UNCLASSIFIED .MESSAGE, 

i N COMING 




5643 (30 jul go) 


rL. 


?AG£ SMD B 173 * 

■ u£ TWO RJEBFB IS 
PARENTS SEA AREA. 

G ” L CM FILE YOUR HEADQUARTERS* 

READY. 

■H»DIA PALM , WIFE, 

Z-Il STARR PALM t MOTHER, 

C:] p ij-E YOUR HEADQUARTERS, CEFERENOE YOUR UMCL 
F.UD SFPMP-S- 1 - A 63754* 

OLO-l 2-687 So 

SPOUSE, • ' 

••ADI A (NMI) PALM, WIFE, 




0 .. 
F . 
Q 


U. . 

V. 

w* 

Xo 

V 

?5 


HAY I960, -AF FORM 246-.3„ 

PRESENT FOR DUTY,, ACTIVE ‘DUTY, 

0 . R. 

jsia.aa 

''ES„ CREW MEMBER. .• 

AIR FORCE RESERVE. 
PRESBYTERIAN. 

CAUCASIAN. 

NOT APPLICABLE. 1 y ; I,. 

■ NADIA PALM, WIFE 




V-ifr , 




T r,;re 2 o? P 


* - 


'DEPARTMENT OF THE ' FORCE ! . 
STAFF- MESSAGE L .CM 

UNCLASSIFIED .•..r&SAGE' 


INCOMING 


. v IN : 4293 ( 29 o0 ) R/tyfe 0 

..CTIOiJ MSS-GS-3 
... : pnp s_1 ■■ 

Gii ;Bl57ZCUJA21 5 
RJEZHQ 

Vi RUFYAX 07 

y.N:< •' :«■ 




F .v 291320 Z ■ *. 

F;, CO USAQMORTSYS FRANKFURT GER 
10 RUEPC/DA WASHDC .... ; . 

RJEZSB/COMAPOE DOVER AFB. DEL .[■% ’ 

RJEZHQ/CSUSAF WASHDC ' - ' r * /• •'* 

i.iJFPBW/CINCUSAFE WIESBADEN ' ... 

L Mr 0 RUFGAE/CG USAREURCOMZ ORLEANS FRANCE FOR AECZQ -0 
L... GRNC ’ V ‘ . r.‘. ‘ ‘ ! 




»CLAS M 0 - 889 o DA FOR QMGME-D, REMAINS SHPNG REPT PER PAR 53 C S 38-40 
"EF OUR MSG MO -882 DTD 28 JUL« 1 « AIRLIFTING REMAINS OF CAPT; WILLARD 


' PALM AO 208 747 S F.QBBES^AEB^ANSAS>AB X ^^a,JUL-£ I &^DgV ER AFB DE L 

:-0 jul ! : ‘ v • ... " : ff • ‘ 

. REMAINS DLVR RHEIN MAIN AFB 29 JUL 
a FLT NR FURN BY RHEIN MAIN . .AFB. ; . ; , 

. MW PROT . ; 

* TRF CASE NR 97 • ; 

. 290 LBS ; .. .J. ■■ ‘ ; ;-!jV; 

MXSs THIS REMAINS BEING SHIPPED IN ACD W/INSTR FURN THIS HQ BY HQ 


•Vxr^ .t , 

■ZK, --y.'C" * •’ •' 'y - 


CFN MO -889 53 C 638-43 MO -882 28 1 A 02087476 29 30 2 29 3 4 9 97 



/ 

■ 

l • 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR K xM ■ 

/ . * STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 

S ' ' UNCLASSIRED MESSAGE 

* ** ' ' : T ! r‘ 

1 N CO M I N G; 


AP IH : 4293 (29 Jul 60) .. .. : 


- -:y 

. •-J'SfesSe^ 

'■•t&sas? 

PAGE VJO RUFYAX 07 . • 

■ 

U Sf\r l WIESBADEN GERMANY. REQ. TRF CASE NR - EU^%f BE' RTN 

v 

HQ USA 

MORTUARY SYS EUR FRANKFURTER BY A TC O'/.D OV ER IJaFB DEL 

3T , L ; ; |[:; . . 


CFN EU- 97 

Ty.' : 'A^Stifp' 

29/13TJZ 

- '...ctiii 

- . T ( ; i 

,, Fag^;.2ip^^2;: : ct:.^ • ■ 

'~r 

. ■<*-' 


> V- >i.}T - 

T""7’ , ^ 

• '! r‘.« • •• 

.. ^ 

; i. ' / ..r'S-i ■' %^‘r- ‘ 

vT 

■ . ;■ ; '^V. • ' 

iV - « 1 

•f • , 

ru 

• 

• » ‘ A r? 

: ' .• j 

■ ■ 

■ ! - - ■ * 
• r ‘ : j, V 

• ... 

, ,.**v ‘ i"\.. 



SMD 8 H!) - ■ ' - ■ .I!" drf 

- ; ft ;K 

CZCHQD680ZCNJA935 , . • /A W ' 

: - • • ,/ i •„ . 

00 RJEZHQ ’ ' --■-' •V- . ( . 

0E RJFPBvl 120 - • 7’’ 

0 291330Z ZFF2 RJEZHQ ; " 

EM HQ u SaFE 

TO COFS USAF ' 7- . 



UNCLASSIFIED FROM PP3PA 118638* ACTIONCOFSo CASUALTY 
MESSAGE, DEATH REPORT, N ON BATTLE i*?* ^ 

Ai PALM RE PEAT PALM WILLAR D GEORGE L ’ 

a- captain. . . <n . *■ •’ 

C, A 0203 7 47 6 REPEAT A02087476. • 7 •• ■ •; 

D THROUGH H t INFORMATION ON FILE YOUR- HEADQUARTERS^ 

li READY- 

J THROUGH Yo INFORMATION ON FILE YOUR HEADQUARTERS. 

ST . Vf;— 

2$>/i*30Z JUL RJFPBW ' 77 




DEPARTMENT OF THE / ORCE 
STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 1 
UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE 


CO M I N G 


Al'* IN 

i:;id 


4320 (29 Jul 60);.B/wgs 
MSS.-GS- 3 , PMPr-S -1 


SMD A 192 


ZCZCHQB1 66ZCBFA799 


pp RJEZHQ 

OE RJEZBF 46 . ■ 

• p 2917 1 8Z ZEX ZFF2 
™ 3245 ABW L G HANSCOM FLD MASS 1 
TO RJEXDH/ WE STOVER AFB MASS 

jneo rjezhq/hq usaf wash d c 

RJEZ SB/ DOVER aFB DEL 

RJEZFF/ARDC ANDREWS AFB MD ' “”••• 

BT : '’.-.•i -T 


s 


$ 


OASULATY REPORT , f (DE ATH ,REPORt Jm ON-R A tti r 

™" T 1 " mSS n «<in « CONFIRMS TEL "cONVERSATIC 

WIH TUE “ »• 

»lsto»e» aeb. based t ^ nSTT ^ SS^i 

WEST OVER AFB. .INCHENDON, MA_SS FALLS WITHIN T E AREA OF- RESPON- 
DS, LITY OF NESTOOER AFB.‘:F0R FURNTSH,»O«,L HONORS. .ESTOVER AFB ,a 
-ORNISH NIL IN .COMPLIANCE «TH PAR 12 SE «•,«., FOR- VB N.RS 

A MARTIN AF2 127 9638,’ PART II INFO. FURNISHED VESTOVER. REMAINS OF 
MARTIN BEING SHIPPED BY DOVER TO LAFRAMBOISE FUNERAL' HOME, 20 



A 




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR ?CE 
• • STAFF MESSAGE DIVISi^.. ■ 

‘ ‘.UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE 




IN : 4320 (29 Jul 60) 


I N ; C 0 M IN G 




PAGE TWO RJEZBF 46 


lv ^ip 


**■ tEav.?&-v 

A <$*$$$* 


MECHANIC ST WINCHENDON MASS... ; 'N0K . FATHER^MR MARSHAL H. MARTINii2 WOO 


LAND ST WINCHENDON MASS RACE CAUCASI AN^RELGION CATHOLIC.r-PART^II TC 


rrV • ./it-’"- 

DOVER. PLEASE ADVISE WESTOVER. ,EJA: REMAINS OF;. SUBJECT AMNVJjvtWcMNDOI 


ATTN: PERSONAL AFFAIRS OFFICER, 

BT 

29/171*2 JUL RJEZBF 
Page 2 of : 2 • 


, •• . ' **•>..* ' 










x y^r‘ 

t* * : vi 'riv;»a V 1 • 


. > 

■fH SiSf . 
‘ s '1 ^» • . 
- 1 




f- C«^»J J.jj. t w>- - 

. • ii'U ^ 


' i*’; 





, DEPARTMENT-., OF THE AIR FOP 
JUir-eQ) STA^/&0SfiAGE DIVISION 
' ‘ UNCUSStmO MESSAGE 

I N COM I N G 

-GS-3> PMP-rS-1 



1P043ZCNJC727 

PP RJEZHQ ■ ' 'y£ 

DE R JFPBW 282 ! '"l* : 

P 2916552 : ;.,;v 

F?1 USAFE LINDSEY AS GERMANY 
fO SAF WASH' DC 



U..CLAS FROM Oil 172349. FOR SAFOI-3 LT COL THOMPSON. •* 

REGAINS OF LATE CAPT WILLARD PALM- DEPARTED RHEIN MAIN AB - / 

AT i 537 Z 29 JUL ABOARD C-U8 NR 7655 TO DOVER VIA LAGES. ESTIMATE 


22 HOURS ENROUTE. LIGHT PRESS COVERAGE OF DEPARTURE 


PITH MOST NEWS SERVICES. COVERING EVENT VIA TELEPHONE. 


29/1710Z JUL RJFPBW 




DEPARTMENT; OF, THE AIR l 'i 
“-7 STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 
’ UNCLASSIFIED MES5ACE 

:4 N C 0 M I N G 


F IN : 2923 (28 Jul 6 0) R/wgs 


INFO : MS 3 -GS- 3 , PMF-S -1 


SMD A142 

ZCHQE846ZCUJC 1 78 
RR RJEZHO 
DE RUFYAX 07 





pm 


- 'v-W/: 


0 R 281600Z I 

FM CO USAQMORTSYS FRANKFURT 'GER?;; / 

TO RUEPC/TOMQ DA . -iNp' • •• 

INFO RJEZHO/ CSUSAF WASHDC • ..^•'^1 !: ,, . 

RJFPBW/CINCUSAFE WIESBADEN- GER/; ; 

RUFGAE/CG USAREURCOMZ ORLEANS FRANCE FOR AECZQ-0 
DA GRNC f?-' 






UNCLAS MO- 882.-, REF!. IS ;: MADE v ,m : MSG MO-881. PLEASE . DISREGARD , M0-88 1 . 
RE REMAINS CAPT WILLARD G PALM AO2087476. USAF REP- THIS- COfljP,^ 
ARNG BY TELECON FOR RTN OF REMAINS TO CONUS CUSIP) ASAP ..AFTER, CFM 
OF FINGERPRINT IDENT BY FBI. REQ UR OFF CORD- ARNG FOR MOyTuiOE^i 
REM A INS -W/ USAF REP, AT UR- LEVEL’ AND ADVISE. THIS HQ. ASAP ; f>,UTHi|SOR 


REL AND SHIPPING INSTR. XPDJLV, ~ 


, AT UR- LEVEL AND ADVISE .THIS HQ. ASAP^,lfTH^l|OR 

MMIA Vftfl ' ‘ ‘v!-'! 




CFN MO-882 MO-881 MO-8 11 ' AO2087476 




28/1602Z 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ✓ 
STAFF MESS A3 £ DIVISION 

UNCtASSiFIEU MESSAGE 


INCOMING 


AF IN 2 2903 (28 Jul .,60), ' K/hgh 

INFO : MSS-GS-3, PMP-S-1 

5;*iD C221 l : 

CZCHQC330ZCUJ3187 ■ ; 

TsR R JEZHQ j ( 

DE RUFYAX PY 

ZNR 

G R 28 1520 Z 

FM CO USAQMORTSYS^FRANKFURT GgR 
TO RUEPC/TQMG DA VASHDC;',..A. 

INFO RJEZ HQ/CSUSAF WASHDCT^ ^ ^ _ 


,.7&, L ii 


,4- 



VR;V^ 


:£V*.r 

' f.K 

^ ijJ , 




y ’:si 

/ ■ . ?*V' V 





R JFPBW/C INCUSAFE WIESBADEN GER • 

HUFGAE/CG USAREURCOMZ ORLEANS FRANC^ FOR/AECZQ-O 
JA GRNC 


UK'CLAS NO-881 * RE REMAINS CAPT WILLARD G\PALM AO2087474o USAF 
RE 0 THIS COMD ARNG BY TELECON/FOR . RTN OF J^MAINS TO CONUS (USIP) 
ASAP AFTER CFM OF FINGERPRINT IDENT BY FBI a \REQ UR OFF CORD ARNG \ 
FOR MOVT OF REMAINS W/US^tf* REP AT UR LEVEL AN^ ADVISE THIS HQ ASAP 
auth for rel and SHIPPING INSTR. EXPD 
3T / U ’ 


CFN MO-881 AO2087476 


>V 


2S/1522Z 


»-al : SCV : DiilBost sr* at 7/^ f tU . OFFICIAL USE OIIl, . ^ 

7^/o'v/// 

V-W7^‘ 

’. 33 ) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



TELEFHOKg 

Memorandum of/Conversation 

DATE: July 27s 

I960 


l; OBJECT: 

RB-U7 Case 



. ARTIClPANTS: Miss O^DeH, Congressman Avary 8 s Offish 

Hr. JJ.E. hoster s SOV 


• 

COPIES TO: 

H - Mr. Hoghland (2) 

EUR • Mr. Davis (2) (1 sc) 

L/EUR «» Hr, Kearney (2) 

Air Force ~ Col G Moora 

sov - (5) (2 Oft) /M 




Miss 0 8 Dell telephoned me today with reference to an inquiry they had 
received from a Kansas State legislator about the possibility of a member of the 
ricKone family going to Moscow to see Lieutenant McKoaso In our discus si o n , X 
referred Mss 0*DeIl to the account of the Security Council meetings in today 1 a 
Jew fork Times in which Kuznetsov had stated that his dovexment might consider 
appeals by the families of the survivors for the right to communicate with the 
prisoners. X said it would be our advice that members of the families should 
not attempt to go to Moscow unless and until they had assurance from the Soviet 
uovermuent that they would be permitted to see xha officer concerned. afe agreed 
that Khrushchev was probably the most effective person to whoa a request should 
be addressed. I suggested to Miss O^Dall that anyone making suuh plans should, 
of course, be in touch with the Air Farse. 



!M FORM -Mi ON '~OPY 








DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FOR r “ . vf 

STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION ■ .j 

■' UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE . V-S 

INCOMING _ 

AF IN : 2052 ( 28 Jul 60) . • 

PAGE TWO RJEDAA 177 I'.'Tp*"-. ' _ - • 

HOWEVER, DEPARTURE DATE IS. DEPENDANT UPON POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION^? 
OF REMAINS. EASTAF WILL COORDINATE DIRECTLY WITH MR. MONROE, USAF • 
MORTUARY, TELEPHONE WASH DC, OXFORD 640 14,,. |64029. GENERAL Me' CONNE lL 
COMMANDER 2AF , V WILL BE SENIOR USAF OFFICER-MEETING AIRCRAFT;, UPONV'^ 

• . ' .. *« ;■ :; ;.V •• i.y r,jf' • •>/ 

ARRIVAL AT DOVER. DEPARTURE 'TIME FROM RHEIN^MAIN AND ARRIVAL' TIME : ';j|| 
AT DOVER MUST BE GRARANTEED. .<•- - 'V • »%•’> 

• } *. ... ! • lv - • 

bt • ■ /;* 7 ;^V 

27/23 18Z JUL RJEDAA 

PAGE 2 of 2 !f 





DEPARTMENT OF THE AIF ^RCE 
. _ .. STAFF MESSAGE DIVI . i 
” UNCLASS fflED MESSAGE 


. I N C-:0, M. I N G 

AF IN : -265 (26 Jul '60) K/^/au . ' 


ACTION 


MSS-GS-3 

PMP-a-l 


W. 


CZCHG3383ZCUJA207 
00 J2ZHG 
DE uUFYC 35C 


. .. 4 

• 




0 R ..-61603Z 

FM HQ USA QM MORT SYS EUR FRANKFURT -GER 
TO RJEZHQ/HQ USAF AFMSS - AS- 2 WASHDC 
INFO RJEDSQ/AMC ATTN: MCAMM WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB OHIO 
RJFPSV/CINCUSAFE WIESBADEN GER ~.'£ V 

RUEPC/TQMG QMGME-D WASHDC ' 

RUFGAE/CG USAREURCOMZ . AEZQM ;; I4S ORLEANS FRANCE 
da GFi.'ic ' ' ' . 1 A ; 


o*ar 

■ ■■ 


UNCLAS MO-871 MSG IN TWO PARTS. '--Mr. ; 

PART I. REMAINS ALLEGED TO BE THOSE OF CAPT WILLI ARD G PALM AO 2087 4- 
76 REC AMSTERDAM, HOLLAND 25 JULY 60. PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION DISCLOSES 
REMAINS ATTIRED IN FLYING SUIT, UNDER GARMENTS, SOCKS AND FLYING £-[£" 
BOOTS. CONDITION OF REMAINS INDICATES ATTEMPTS OF PRESERVATION TAKEN 
BY RUSSIAN TECHNICIANS PROBABLY BY USE .OF PHENOL. HEAD AND NECK^pTv' 


EXTREMELY DISCOLORED. THERE IS EVIDENCE OF ABRASIONS OVER 


Page 1 of 2 




/• DEPARTMENT OF THE a. rORCE 

-' APIN: 265 (^ 60 )^^ ^ 

ELDERS, lower arms AND LOWErI lHg£, QJeIJsGiNCISINS OBSERVED 
, overarms, right lateral hip, .and lower legs, at this time it has . 

— ~ £ - -- ET -^- W j < j T ^. E !LI^^?^.LACER ATI ON S ARE AS A R ESU LT OF TRAU MA OR 

CONDUCTED BY RUSSIA medics, cranial, neck, thoracic, and 
abdominal and pelvic cavities have been posted.;,- v 

NO REC BSCEPT SEROLOGY-- HAVE. BEEN: MADE: AVAL FOR ' 

COtlPARISON STUDIES. PLESE XPD ACT TO GET PHYSICAL- DENTAL ■ - 

CHARACTERISTICS TO THIS STA ASAP. BELIEVE HOME STA OF CAPT PALM tt S 

TO BE FORBES AFB, KAN. SGN RALSTON 

BT 

26/ 1 603Z 

Page 2 of 2 • • 



DEPARTMENT OF THE FORCE 
STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 
UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE 

- INCOMING 


Ai’ IN : 59398 (25 JU1 60). H/cas 

DW) : CIN, MSS-GS, PMP-S-1, SAPS 


MOM : MOSCOW 



: 202 Is AS IN 56517: (22 Jul 6o) 


NOTE 




.djRAM ^Department of Stfiie 

. — 


OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Action 


C las s if i cation 

Control : | y400 

Rec’d: JULY 25; i 960 

A 



1 :28 PM 

Info 

FROM: 

MOSCOW 


SS 

TO: 

Secretary of State 


G 




SP 

NO: 

229, JULY 25, 6 P.M. 



SB 

P 

LS LA 

O A 

0 '-<n 

SC3 

IRC 

CIA 

OSD 

ARMY 

havy 

AYR 

RhR 


PRIORI TY 

SENT DEPARTMENT 229, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY USUN 12. 
EMBTEL 202. 

BODY CAPT. PALM RECEIVED FROM SOVIETS- THIS MORNING AND 
PLACED ABOARD KLM AIRCRAFT WITHOUT INCIDENT PER REFTEL . 
BRIEF MILITARY CEREMONY AND PRAYER HELD PLANES IDE WITH 
DIGNIFIED PRESS COVERAGE. EFFECTS TURNED OVER CONSISTED 
ONLY CLOTHING ON BODY, AND MILITARY ID CARD AND CARD 
RELATING GENEVA CONVENTION.' ESCORT OFFICER MCCANN HAS 
ABOVE CARDS, EMBASSY'S ENGLISH LANGUAGE COPY OFFICIAL 
PROTOCOL OF TRANSFER OF REMAINS SOVIET TO U. S. CUSTODY, 
AND EMBASSY'S SOLE COPY IN RUSSIAN OF AUTOPSY STATEMENT. 


AUTOPSY ALLEGEDLY PERFORMED JULY 4 AT SAAMSK I RAYON 
HOSPITAL MURMANSK OBLAST GIVES CAUSE DEATH AS ASPHYXIA 
FROM BLOCKING BRONCHIAL TRACK BY FLUID AS RESULT 
DROWNING (UTOPLENIE V VODE). AUTOPSY STATEMENT MAKES 
NO REPEAT NO MENTION RUBBER RAFT IN WHICH SOVIET NOTE 
67 /OSA STATED BODY PALM FOUND, BUT STA TES THAT BODY _ 
FOUND JULY 4 IN USSR TERRITORIAL WATERS~NE OF CAPE 
SVYATOR NOS"~ I'TTTR ET^TaTETR - T A NGL E D IN PARACHUTE SHROUDS. 


AIRGRAM WITH TEXTS DOCUMENTS FOLLOWS. 
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• UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE 


I N C O M I N . 6, 


UNCLASSIFIED 

AP IN : 58196 (23 Jul 60) 

INFO : CIN, PMP-S-1, MSS-GS-3. 

■ •- • 'i- f-?i^ »/*/*' . 

FROM ; MOSCOW 1 . • ‘ 

• . • >' * 

HR : 220 22 Jul 



Q/oas*;^ ' 
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RMR 


TO: Secretary of State 

NO: 220, JULY 22, 6 PM 


SENT DEPARTMENT 220., REPEATED I NFORMATI ON AMSTERDAM 2. 

RE EMBTEL 202 TO DEPARTMENT, ] AMSTERDAM. 

BO A m P T? SED T ° DAY ™ AT CAPTAIN PALM IS BODY BE TURNED OVER 
AfUPALLY AND ACTUALLY MORN I NG - 'J0LT~25i— 

HoreL raDi “ Tio “ ™ 


APM-22 


PREERS 


C fas si f i cat i n n 


REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
COPY IS PROHIBITED. 
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. DEPARTMENT OF T^P AIR FORCE 
STAFF MES5AC (VISION 
I-.**;* -UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE 

I N C 0 MIN G 


AP IN i 57399 (23 Jul 6o) Vcas 

INFO ; GIN, MSS-GS- 3 , FMP-Srl T* 

FROM s SECRETARY OF STATE 
® : 162 22 Jul 60 
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NOTE 
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AF IN : 56517 (22 Jul 60) " 

INFO : CIN, MSS-GS-3,: PMP-S-1 . ,1 

FROM ; . MOSCOW 

] ® : 202 21 JXJL 60 
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G TO: Secretary of State 

NO: 202 , JULY 21 , 7:00 P.M. 

H 

SB 

p PRIORITY 

USIA 

SCA SENT DEPARTMENT 202 ; REPEATED INFORMATION AMSTERDAM r. 

scs 

MOP MFA INSISTS ON TURNING OVER CAPTAIN PALMiS BODY OFFICIALLY 
COB ON JULY 23. AFTER CHECKING AVAILABLE FLIGHTS AND AIR 
MSA FREIGHT REQUIREMENTS, EMBASSY BELIEVES MOST PRACTICABLE 
IRC PLAN IS TO ACCEPT BODY FORMALLY ON JULY 23, BUT NOT 
CIA REMOVE IT FROM MORGUE UNTIL MORNING JULY 25. MFA AGREEABLE. 
OSD BODY WOULD THEN BE TRANSPORTED DIRECTLY TO AIRPORT 
ARMY FOR KLM RPT KLM FLIGHT DEPARTING MOSCOW AT NOON AND 
AIR ARRIVING AMSTERDAM 1535 DUTCH TIME. MAJOR MCCANN OF 

HAVY AIR ATTACHE OFFICE WOULD BE UNIFORMED ESCORT OFFICER. 

RMR 


IF PROPOSAL SATISFACTORY TO DEPARTMENT, AIR ATTACHE 
CAN NOTIFY U 5 AFE. 


EMBASSY REQUESTED MFA FOR CERTIFICATE INDICATING CAUSE 
OF DEATH, BUT MFA MADE NO COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE DOCUMENT. 
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' .... DEPARTMENT OF THE Al' ^RCE 

v STAFF MESSAGE DiVltwN 

• - : UNCUSSlflED MESSAGE 

«P IK , 55761 (21 161 60), „ c Q M ! N G 

ACTION: MSS-GS-3 

INFO : PMP-S-1 

SMD A 240 
ZCKQC 187ZCGJD848 
riR RJEZHG 
D£ RJFPBW 302 
S 211523Z 

f:*l USAFE LINDSEY AS GER 
1C- COFS USAF w’aSHDF' 

■jLCLAS FROM MWSS-S 184 10 U YOUR AFMSS-GS-3 70566, NO 

f ;ORD RECEIVED BY THIS HEADQUARTERS TO DATE CONCERNING TRANSFER ' 

OF REMAINS TO AIR FORCE CUSTODY* AIR ATTACHE, US EMBASSY, 

BONN AND COMMANDER, TEMPLEHOF ’AIR BASE, WEST BERLIN, HAVE 
BEEN CONTACTED ON THIS MATTER:;, AND REQUESTED TO IMMEDIATELY *' ^ _ 
NOTIFY THIS HEADQUARTERS AT ANY HOUR IF ANY WORD IS RECEIVED, 
CONCERNING RETURN OF THE REMAINS TO AIR FORCE CUSTODY, YOU . 

, iLL BE ADVISED IMMEDIATELY OF COMPLETE DETAILS IN THE EVENT . J, 
SUCH TRANSFER DOES OCCUR* 

ar 

2 1/ 1700 Z JUL RJFPBW 




X/wg 















bEPARTMENT OF THE FORCE' 
STAFF MESSAGE D1..-1ON . 
UNCLASSIFIED MiiSSAGE 


I N C. 0 M I N 6 


AF IN : 52123 (^9 Jul 60) 



NNNN SMD A 071 

HR RJEZHQ ; 

DE RJWXBR 16 7 

R 181946Z ZEX . • . ‘ V 

FM SAC OFFUTT AFB NEBR f/.-_ ; 

TO R JEBFB/2 1 A I RD IV FORBES AFB KANS 
INFO RJEZHQ/ COFS USAF WASH DC 
RJEBKF/2AF BARKSDALE 1 AFB LA 
3T . 



■v.. - 



UN CL AS DPS 04724. SUBJECT IS CASULATY REPORT" ON MISSING 
AND CREW. REFERENCE YOUR BPPA’ 0670, 15 JUL 60, REQUEST YOU. PREPARE 
AND DISPATCH AF FORM ASA AS .PREVIOUSLY INSTRUCTED. STATUS OF CREW 
REMAINS UNCHANGED FROM M ISSING AS OF THIS DATE. AFPM P-S- 1 A- MSG • 68794 
MERELY RELAYED UNCONFIRMED REPEAT UNCONFIRMED INFORMATION' TO NEXT OF 
KIN AND DID NOT INDICATE CHANGE., IN STATUS. MESSAGE INDICATED HQ.iUSAF 
WOULD MAKE FUTURE NOTIFICATIONS; TO NOK AND CHANGE STATUS WHEN^APPLIC* 
YOU WILL UTILIZE AVAILABLE INFORMATION,.- I.E. NEWSPAPER REP ORTS i £ M SG S 
FROM HQ USAF, ETC., TO ACCOMPLISH FORM 484 o : 'INF0R RECEIVED THIS^’HQS 
ON 18 JUL 60 FROM HQ USAF -INDICATES NO VERIFICATION HAS BEEN^MAiE OF 

' ,~ v , p- 

CREW STATUS TO DATE AND NEGOTIATIONS BY STATE DEPT CONTINUE 

EFFECT. NOK ARE BEING ADVISED 'If PROGRESS DIRECT FROM H0.2USAF.A' 

• ' ' ' ■ • - 
QT '■ • . ' 

18/1947Z JUL RJWXBR 

NOTE : 0670 AT* IN } IV5^7 ( l6 Jul 60) 



NN 

AF IN 
INFO 


lux 


49567 (16 July 60 ) 

PMP-s-i 1 " 


■XX STAFF M6SSAUE OlVJSiO^ 
V UNCtAJSmfO MESSAGE ” 

• IN COMING 

: ,.1/di c • 


SMD A004 ' 

CZCHQEl 73ZCWJA795 ' * • f*r‘; ^ 

RR RJEZHG ...... I. ;/ v .-.C "7 r - . 

DE' RJEBFB 75 : jf 

* 152024Z ZEX ,'7 Z.T' 

21 A IRDIV EORBES 'AFB; KANS ; ii,'., ^ 
TO RJWXBR/SAC OFFUTTr AFB NEBR 
INFO RJEBKF/2AF BARKSDALE AFB .LA 
RJEZHQ/ HO USAF WASHDC V"V :: 

BT ... ’ 


UNCLAS FROM BPPA 0670.' FOR-; DPSP SAC, FOR 
AFPMP-S-1-a, HQ USAF. . DUETTO ; RECEIPT OF.- MESSAGE AFPMP-S^t-A M\ 
63194 DA™ 12 JULY I960 FROM 'HQ USaf'/AFTER YOUR MESSAGE 77 
DPSP 03037, DATED 12. JULY I960.. PREPARATION ; AND DISPATCH 
OF AF FORM ASA BE ING 'hELD PENDING FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS FROM ^ 
YOUR HEADQUARTERS. P ART I CULAR^ATTENT ION IMV I TED TO LAST ~ 7. 

TWO SENTENCES OF USAF MESSAGE: CITED ABOVeT" ' ' ' 

3T “ ' ~ ~ ’ 
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July 16, 1960 
8;26 a.m. 


TO: Secretary of State 


NO: 143, July 16, 1 p.m. 


.-.rmy 

;s--7Y PRIORITY 


Embassy telephoned MFA American Section 
arrangements obtain Captain Palm's body, 
said lie would inquire and inform Embassy 


today regarding 
MFA officer 
later . 
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rLE SJJIET UNION OFFERED VODA. TO .‘AID OVER THE LODY OF 

-CAN RB-li7 RECONNAISSANCE 


rJR FojvCe >FF1CEK RECOVERED WEE*/ AN ANE 
•E;E was o. : ; of do.;:: july 1 . 


‘0 : r £ ; cy ri3 ? A *£*j 5AXD T & CFFER was lade i.; a note 
. f' J J,w * CHARGE J$f D 1 AFF AlR&i EDWARD L. FuEERS AfJD WHICH 

/iJ ,f On0UNDLES5 w THE US.E. PROTESTS J/.R THE DOLING OF T E 

i L/ulE • 

- P? i’SpiP «S«OUSti dAi ITCSflPIED AS CAiY. HiiXAJi PALI!,#, 
r O/ih nIDG&, TENN . 

7/15 — YS101PED 


un-7# 71 

ADD AIWiat: 


.oscow 


~ {v :: **' 1 * :: ^ r -V' 11 -- i:o — f’E -ode of :• e captain 

"**; ~~ U/ii.D-iD o.ER f U *0 • r:£. R£_ NfAXI IS AT ajv ^ 

;; ! 1--U sj A EES CHARGED I.. A EOi’E DEL. vERPD JAOT SUES DA 7 
.UAV I'UE Oj.-TE: UMON SHOT DOWN FtlTD AI IE RICAN PLAN^ffllLE IT 

CP i ■ L«P^PJP,i ! H ST0 ' : 0VSH JE CF2!i -SA. THE NOTE EEMAEEED 

. mmm!® 50/1213 JAJJ " - !!Ey c/J>f08SB *® 

^OUSE 0 A'tSKENT THAT _AEH DAY SAID SOVIET PREMER 

-.70 ICflNG vac; HE said the plane had vIOLA _ed soviet AIR 

.... ;!,*? H..UOE ALjO ACCUSED HHRUiKCHE/ OF UELI2ER* "EL V TRYF-'G 

i J • J -* u ~ -N INfERIJATIOr;;! INCIDENT WITH ^ CHARGES 
7A5 — TS 106FED 
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DATE 


9 r TTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL REFERENCE 


July 13, I960 


REFERRED TO 


Major Bjerkelur.d - AF. AFPHP-S.l. Rb, 


Air force headquarters. The Pentagon 


WRITER □ HAS □ HAS NOT 6EEN INFORMED OF-THIS REFERENCE 

“comments ; ■ 


Attached herewith are 12 copies 
of the Department 1 s Press Release No. 388 
he: U.S. Reply to Soviet Note of July U. 

Copy sent toa following. on 14 July I960: 

Lt Col Ruth IloGruw, Eq # 3AC # Offhtt AFB and to 
Capt C-ust&u A. Kfchretson, Forbes AFB Kansas. 


sic ~ MuRE jkvWM 

- l!: Daviea ■ Public Affairs Arivl^.- 

0 ‘ r ' c£ °""" M Office of Soviet Union Affaire 



JULY 12, I960 


NO. 388 


UNITED STATES REPLY TO SOVIET NOTE OF JULY 11 

The Embassy of the United States of America today 
delivered to the Soviet Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Moscow 
the following note, in. reply to the Soviet note of July 11, 
regarding the shooting down of the U.S. Air Force RB-47 
aircraft: 

The Embassy of the United' States of America presents its 
compliments to the Ministry of Foreign "Affairs of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and with- ref erence to the 
Ministry's note No. 67 /OSA of July 11 has the honor to convey, * 
upon instruction of the Government of the United States of 
America, the following:- . - 

The Ministry's note- cannot, in view of the nature of 
the circumstances concerned, represent other than willful 
misinterpretation and misstatement of fact. 

The United States Air Force airplane in question, with 
a crew of six, was proceeding on an entirely legitimate mission 
over international waters and at no time penetrated Soviet 
territory or even areas whiciv have been claimed at one time . 
or another as territorial waters or air space of the Soviet 
Union. At no time was the airplane closer to Soviet land 
territory than about 30 miles (approximately 48 kilometers). . . 

It is therefore evident that pursuant to instructions of 
the Soviet Government airplanes of the Soviet Air Force wan- 
tonly attacked the American airplane over international waters 
v, ith the admitted loss of that aircraft and of the life of at 
least one of the members of its crew. Two other members of 
the crew have, according to the Soviet note, been taken into 
custody without any legal basis and are to be subjected to 
trial under what is called "full severity of Soviet law." 

The three other members of the crew remain unaccounted for. 

The Ministry's note attempts to establish some kind of 
link between this flight of an American Air Force airplane 
over international waters with the incident which occurred 
over Soviet territory on May 1. These flights were, as must 
oe known to the Soviet Government, entirely different in 
character. The Air Force flight on July 1 was one of a con- 
tinuous series of electromagnetic research flights well known 
to the Soviet Government to have taken place over a period of 
more than ten years. Instructions to the crews of these air- 
planes rigidly require that the aircraft remain well outside 
the air space of Soviet territory. 


The Government 


- 2 


PR 288 


the comple?efy“ou?f States of Araerica rejects 

r-ote under reie^noT Tt ^ dontained *n the Ministry - 

the unwarranted -honnJV £na vigorously protests 

international ■.ratpr.^'^ ddwn 01 an American airplane over 
Government to mau-e ir nd c -^ n i ca i failure of the Soviet 
curing which a Ct j£ n lmown for a P er i°d of days 

course, in which^e^V °? !? he mlssin S men was known to be in 
pating in what wa- ® ^° viefc Governraent was voluntarily partici- 
to its custody of\he hwo n n ^ S 2°l faith ’ “ demands release 
admitted to be in Sovi Unlt ® d States Air Force officers 
representative of?heUn 1 t^°^e I ^’E rther dernands that a 
permitted tc see Him! United States Embassy in Moscow be 

demands that the bodvnf^/e^n?® 1 ^'- Add itionally, it 

custody of United ht^t- f C ?5! ;aln Palm be returned to the 
j ox united States officials immediately. 

rake In'cooperS ivit^hfr^ Stat6S iS to under- 

Socialist; Re nub -> Ln^ h th f G °Y ernment of the Union of Soviet 

acceptable to bnt-h SUG ib other authority as might be 

airplane and the irissin^m^ £ hcrou £ h search x^or the downed 

° r *■“«“ or s l ”sr«»‘.ij\n«Srt““ i “ ation 

its right ''to demand full h comn lte<:i ^? tat p S Anierica reserves 
the Union of Soviet- ^nfMn?? m ? e £ Sation from the Government of 
action in this matter R ^ u ^ llca for its unjustified 

Government thlt reoeti ^ J h °r ld clear to the Soviet 
fail to have the most serioi^° f ,a ° ts of thls natli re cannot 
far which would rest ubo^thf ^ on ^ e 5 u f‘ ice s, responsibility. ; ‘ 
Iesr u P° n the Soviet Government alone. 
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* 
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(SECTION TWO OF TWO) 


NIACT 

*: JUST TWO MONTHS AGO AGGRESSIVE ACTIVITES USA WHICH EXPRESSED 

L-SA THEMSELVES IN PREMEDIATED INTRUSION OF AMERICAN MILITARY 

*-Cr AIRCRAFT INTO USSR WITH ESPIONAGE PURPOSES , AND IN 

OOS DECLARATION SUCH PROVOCATIVE ACTS AS NATIONAL POLICY OF 
US, LED TO BREAK-UP 3Y GOVT USA OF SUMMIT CONFERENCE 
CSJ AND WERE UNANIMOUSLY CONDEMNED BY PUBLIC OPINION ENTIRE 
c — ; _ WORLD. NEW VIOLATION OF BORDERS SOVIET UNION BY AMERICAN 

:3V;^ MILITARY AIRCRAFT SHOWS THAT GOVT USA IS CONTINUING 
PROCEED ON SAME PATH DANGEROUS FOR CAUSE OF PEACE. 

NOW EVERYONE SEES WHAT IS REAL VALUE OF SOLEMN ASSURANCES 
, ‘V, OF GOVT USA AND OF PRESIDENT EISENHOWER PERSONALLY 

CONCERNING THE ORDER SUPPOSEDLY GIVEN BY PRESIDENT TO 
' STOP ESPIONAGE FLIGHTS BY AMERICAN AVIATION OVER TERRITORY 
USSR . 


QUESTION ARISES WHAT PURPOSES GOVT USA IS PURSUING. 
CONTINUING POLICY AGGRESSIVE INTRUSIONS INTO AIR SPACE 
SOVIET UNION. THERE CAN ONLY BE ONE ANSWER. ACTIONS 
GOVT USA REPRESENT PREMEDITATED VIOLATION GENERALLY.. 
ACCEPTED NORMS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, POLICY OF CONSCIOUS 
PROVOCATIONS DIRECTED TOWARD INFLAMING SITUATION AND 
INCREASING THREAT OF WAR, 

IN THIS. AS PREVIOUSLY, USA IS CONTINUING USE FOR ITS 
AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS TOWARD SOVIET UNION MILITARY BASES 
ESTABLISHED BY IT ON TERRITORIES OTHER COUNTRIES WHICH 
ARE ALLIES OF USA IN MILITARY BLOCS. 


/IF 


,.:f r//|/ > i/Vi 7/ f/fj.u. 
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IF FATE AMERICAN PILOTS WHOSE LIVES, EVIDENTLY, ARE 
LITTLE VALUED BY GOVT USA AND ARE CONSCIOUSLY SACRIFICED 
BY IT IN ORGANIZING ESP I NAGE FLIGHTS OVER USSR, MAY 
EE REGARDED AS INTERNAL AFFAIR' OF USA, THEN THIS CAN 
BY NO' MEANS BE SAID OF ENORMOUS THREAT TO GENERAL PEACE 
WHICH ARISES FROM PROVOCATORY ACTIONS OF GOVT USA. 

THIS IS QUESTION TO WHICH NEITHER SOVIET UNION NOR 
ANY OTHER STATE SHOWING GENUINE CONCERN FOR PRESERVATION 
OF PEACE CAN BE INDIFFERENT. 

CONSIDERING THAT VIOLATION OF BORDER WAS IN PRESENT CASE 
CUT OFF IN ITS INITIAL STAGE, SOVIET GOVT CONSIDERED IT 
POSSIBLE TO LIMIT ITSELF TO DESTRUCTION OF VIOLATING 
PLANE AND CALLING TO ACCOUNT OF SURVIVING MEMBERS OF 
ITS CREW, WHO WILL BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO FULL SEVERITY 
SOVIET LAWS. 

AT SAME TINE SOVIET GOVT IN ALL SERIOUSNESS WARNS GOVT 
USA OF THOSE DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCES TO WHICH CONTINUATION 
OF PROVOCATIVE ACTIONS BY AMERICAN AIRCRAFT WILL LEAD 
AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR WHICH WILL REST 'ON GOVT USA. 


GOVT USA CANNOT BUT KNOW TO WHAT CONSEQUENCES ITS POLICY 
OF CONSCIOUS PROVOCATIONS AGAINST SOVIET UNION CAN LEAD. 

IT CAN FOR ONE REASON OR ANOTHER CONCEAL THIS FROM ITS 
PEOPLE. HOWEVER, GOVT USSR CONSIDERS IT ITS DUTY TO 
WARN GOVT USA THAT IT HAS NO RIGHT TO PLAY WITH FATE OF 
WORLD. AMERICAN PEOPLE SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THIS WARNING 
AS WELL AS OF FACT THAT SOVIET UNION HAS DONE AND IS 
DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE NOT TO BRING UPON PEOPLES 
DISASTERS OF A NEW WAR AND THAT GUILT FOR GRAVE TRIALS 
TO WHICH WORLD IS TODAY-SUBJECTED WHOLLY RESTS ON GOVT USA. 
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-3- 07, JULY 11 , 5:53 P.M. NIACT (SECTION TWO OF PWO) ;rqm 

l 

•-OVIET GOVT WITH DEEP REGRET HAS TO STATE THAT GOVTS \, 

OF SOME STATES WHO ARE ALLIES OF USA IN MILITARY BLOCS \ 
HAVE MOT YET DRAWN NECESSARY CONCLUS IONS. FROM KNOWN 
FACTS CONNECTED WITH AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS OF USA AIR FORCE 
PERMITTING USE OF AMERICAN MILITARY BASES SITUATED \ 

ON THEIR TERRITORY, THEY CONTINUE TO PURSUE POLICY OF \ 
PARTICIPATION IN AFOREMENTIONED AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS, P 

AMD THROUGH THIS BRING GREAT DANGER UPON PEOPLES OF > 

THEIR COUNTRIES, 


IN CONNECTION WITH NEW VIOLATION OF SOVIET BORDER BY AN 
AMERICAN MILITARY AIRCRAFT WH 1 CH TOOK PLACE JULY 1 , 

GOVT USSR MAKES A DECISIVE PROTEST TO GOVT USA. 


MOSCOW, JULY 11,1 960. 
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AF IN : 44578 (12 Jul 60)- 
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ACTION COP < 


INFO : OOP, CIN, XPD, XDC, ODC^EJA, CCS, SAFS, 
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AIRCRAFT WERE PICKED UP BY SOVIET SHIP IN TERRITORIAL 
WATERS OF USSR. THEY PROVED TO BE: NAVIGATOR OF THE 
AIRCRAFT, FIRST LIEUTENANT OF USAF JOHN RICHARD MACCOUN, 
BORN IN 1932 IN STATE OF MISSOURI, AND SECOND PILOT 
FIRST LIEUTENANT OF USAF FREEMAN BRUCE CL MS TE AD, BORN 
IN I935„ IN STATE OF NEW YORK. 

AS MACCOUND AND OLMSTEAD STATED ON INTERROGATION, 

AIRCRAFT ON WHICH THEY FLEW, A SIX-MOTOR RECONNAISSANCE 
BOMBER, TYPE n RB-k7 n , BELONGED TO AVIATION SUB-UNIT 
OF AMERICAN MILITARY-STRATEGIC RECONNAISSANCE INCLUDED 
IN S5TH WING. AND WAS EXECUTING SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE CHARACTER .. A I RCRAFT WAS ARMED 
WITH TWO 20-MI L I METER CANNONS WITH SUPPLY AMMUNITION. 
l-OR THEM AND HAD COMPARTMENT IN WHICH SPECIAL 
RECONNAISSANCE PHOTO AND RADIO-ELECTRONIC APPARATUS 
WAS LOCATED. 

ACCORDING TO OLMSTEAD AND MACCOUN, FOUR OTHER PERSONS 
WERE INCLUDED IN CREW AIRCRAFT IN ADDITION THEMSELVES: 
COMMANDER AIRCRAFT CAPTAIN PALM AND THREE OFFICERS — 
SPECIALISTS ON PHOTO AND RADIO-ELECTRONIC APPARATUS — 
CAPTAIN POWSE AND FIRST LIEUTENANTS GOUFORT AND 
PHILLIPS. BO DY F I RST . P-LLQT. DOWNED A I Rf.RAFT . CAPTAIN 

E T VESSEL l_N _RJJJ3BER__B0AT AND TAKEN" _ 
ON boar d ,^ ia£ASCil.£QB OTHER "members CREW AIRCRAFT PRODUCED 
NO RESU LTS „ ** — ~ — — 


ACCORDING EVIDENCE OF OLMSTEAD AND MACCOUN, AIRCRAFT 
”RB-47 h on WHICH THEY WERE FLYING TOOK OFF JULY I , I 960 AT 
1000 HOURS GREENWICH TIME 'FROM AMER t CAN MILITARY BASE 
LOCATED IN BRASE-NORTON (ENGLAND) ON COURSE ALONG 
NORTHERN BOUNDARIES NORWAY AND SOVIET UNION WITH ORDERS 
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DIKE- PLANE 


Newport R.I. (AP)-Officially ordered United States silence 
prevailed today as President Eisenhower awaited a government 
report on Russia's assertion it has shot down another American 
plane. 

The order to all federal officials to keep mum was announced 
at the summer white house yesterday. 

Press Secretary Hagerty told a news conference there would be 
no public comment from anyone in the administration pending receipt 
of the report. 

The President sent word to the State and Defense departments 
that he wants full information on the Moscow charges and that no 
federal spokesman should comment while the charges are being studied. 

WE921AED 7/12 


UFI-pQ 

ADD FLAKE, MOSCOW 

I?. CHIC ALLY, 1113 SOVIET UNION ANNOUNCED THAT IT WAS SENDING 
C CAST GUARD CUTTER TO HELP WITH THE SEARCH. BUT WESTER!; SOURCES 
LAID IT NEVER WAS SEEK BY THE SEARCH CRAFT. 

THE MISSIES RB-47'S LAST REPORTED POSITION WAS GIVE:; EY THE 
J.S. AIR FORCE AS 73-30 NORTH AND 35-00 EAST, A POINT THAT WOULD 
..AVE PUT IT OFF RUSSIA'S KOLA PENINSULA. 

THE BARENTS SEA WHERE THE SOVIET BROADCAST SAID THE PLANE 
'.'AS SHOT DCWI! LIES IK THIS GENERAL AREA. THE AREBTS SEA LIES NORTH 
CF SCANDINAVIA A. ID EUROPEAN RUSSIA. 

AT THE TIME THE U.S. AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED THE PLANE WAS MISSING, 

THE SPOKESMAN AT WIESBADEN SAID THAT ALTHOUGH IT WAS "HIGHLY UNLIKELY" 
IIIE PLANE HAD ENTERED THE SOVIET UNION, "ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN." 

"IF THE PLANS WAS FLYING OVER THE WATER NEAR THE (SOVIET) BORDER, " 
THE SPOKESMAN SAID AT THE TIME, "IT MIGHT BE 'VERY DIFFICULT FOR IT 
TO HAVE TCLD WHERE IT WAS EXACTLY. IT IS ALWAYS POSSIBLE, TOO, THAT 
V:I3 PLANE 'WAS MET BY SOVIET INTERCEPTORS WHILE FLYING IN THE 
VICINITY CF THE BORDER." 

7/11— JR1250P 
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(TILE SUMMER WHITE HOUSE AT NEWPORT, R.I., HAD NO IMMEDIATE 
COMMENT OK THE SOVIET REPORT. ) 

THE PLANE SHOT DOWN JULY 1 WAS 'THE SECOND U.S. PLANE D0V7ITED 
BY THE SOVIET UNION IN TWO MONTHS. THE RUSSIANS REPORTED THEY 
DC! HIED A U-2 SPY PLAICE OVER SVERDLOVSK ON MAY 1. THE PLANE’S PILOT, 
FRANCIS POWERS, HAS BEEN INDICTED BY SOVIET AUTHORITIES AND IS 
i!0 STAND TRIAL FOR ESPIONAGE. 

7/11— JR1253P 


UPI-C 5 

Atffl-FIAL'E, MOSCaW 

RADIO MOSCOW SAID Tillf' PROTEST NOTES WERE ILAND'ED TODAY BY FOREIGN 
-■IHISTER iUIDRKI GROMYKO TO BRITISH AMBASSADOR SIR PATRICK REILLY, 

-':SE KCEu/EGLAN AHBASSADCR AND U.S. CHARGE D'AFFAIRES HOWARD FREER S, 

WHO IS SUBSTITUTING FOR AMERICAN AMBASSADOR LLEWELLYN THOMPSON, 

: URRENTLY VACATIONING IN. ITALY... . 

THE SOVIET NOTES ALL CONCERNED "THE VIOLATION ON. JULY 1, i 960 , 

OF THE SOVIET FRONTIER BY AN AMERICAN MILITARY PLANE." 

TIPS SOT El I NOTE TO THE UNITED STATES SAID ONE CORPSE WAS RECOVERED 
AFTER THE PLANE WAS SHOT DQWK. 

/ 'THE NOTE SAID THREE OTHER PERSONS WERE MI SSING FROM THE PLANE. 

,-TrIE RUSSIAN NOTE “SAID NO TRACE WAYTFOOND OF ' THE MISSING !■ fflOSOARD 


R100P 



upi -88 

THE SOVIET NOTE, ACCORDING TO RADIO MOSCOW, SAID THE "IW GROSS VIOL^I^RY Ail 
-■MERICAII AIR FORCE AIRCRAFT*’ OCCURRED HI THE BARENTS SEA HEAR TEE KOLA PEHIHSULA. 

IT SAID SOVIET ANTI-AIRCRAFT DEFENSES SPOTTED HE PLAEE "FLYING TOWARDS THE 
VpnT Tf PTRR OF THE U.3.S.R. " 

flwa“ was said a fighter uas dispatched to Daimm 'wiKtiow hiutap^ 

AIRCRAFT" AMD TO "PRSVEHT IT HITRUDB1G INTO TIE CONFINES Oi U.S.S.R. TERRITORY. 

RADIO MOSCOW SAID TEE SOVIET ROTE TO LONDON ACCUSED "BRITAIN OF BEING AN 
ACCOMPLICE OF THE WHITED STATES HI ACTS HOSTILE TO THE SOVIET UNION AIID WARMS 
3RITAHI OF TIE POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES . " M . 

HE SOVIET NOTE IDENTIFIED THE CORPSE PICKED UP AS THAT OF A CAPT. PAIi-t. 

(TEE OFFICIAL CREW LIST GIVEN OUT BY- THE U.S. AIR FORCE AT WIESBADEN ON 
JULY 2 CONTAHED THE NAME OF CAPT. WILLIAM 0. PAIM, 39, 0? 3^9 H«ST DRIVE, ^ 

0AI ^uss™s‘Ld vbb two amok survivors verb 1st lt. frebiah m 

2h t OF ELMIRA, II. Y., AND 1ST LT. JOHN R. MCKQ1IE, 28, OF TONGiUIOYm, KAll. 

(BOTH iiAMSS APPEARED ON THE U.S. AIR FORCE LIST ISSUED JULY 2 at 

WIESBADEN. ) 
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THE RUSSIANS SAID THE MISSING MEII WERE: 

1ST LT. OSCAR GOSFORTH, .26, OF SARDIG, OIOA. 

1ST LT. DEAN PHILLIPS OF DENWOQD, N.Y. 

A MAN IDENTIFIED ONLY AS "POSAII 38, OF SANTA MONICA. AT ™ OATri 

(THE WIESBADEN LIST SAID LT. GOSFORTH WAS FROM SARDIS, OICLA., AND SAID 

LT ' LISISD POsI, 33, OF 2607 6th ST., SAHTA. MONICA, 

CJU raE ) SOTIET ROTE SAID TUE HUSSIAII FIGHTER IBEOTIFIED THE PLAH AS AMERICAN BY 

I ' rS RUSsS N iuD THE AMERICAS PLAIffi CROSSED D1T0 SOVIET AIR SPAC^3.6? J-mES 
I'iORTH OF THE CAPE 0? SVYATORY EOS AHD PROCEEDED TOWARD THE SOVIET CITY OF 

SAID THE AUERICAH PLAH IGIiQRED INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE RUSSIAN FIGHTER TO 
FOLLOW THE SOVIET PLANE AND LAND. 
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i-CNDGN (AP) -THE SOVIET UNION ANNOUNCED TODAY IT HAD SHOT DOWN A MISSING AMERICAN 

PLANE OVER THE BARENTS SEA JULY 1 AND THAT THE TWO MEN WERE PICKED UP. 

EH1230PED 7/11 


LONDON- -ADD PLANE ( 76 ) ' 1 

MOSCOW RADIO SAID A NEW SOVIET NOTE WAS HANDED TO THE U.S. EMBASSY PROTESTING A 
“VIOLATION" OF ITS AIR SPACE BY THE 3^7 RECONNAISSANCE CRAFT. THIS WAS THE FIRST 
WORD OF THE FATE OF THE PLANE, WHICH DISAPPEARED JULY 1 WITH SIX MEN ABOARD WHILE 
-N A SCOUTING FLIGHT OViilU WATERS NORTH OF NORWAY AND 'THE SOVIET UNION. THE. U. S. 


-•ELR FORCE SAID THE PLANE, BASED TEMPORARILY IN ENGLAND, HAD BEEN ON AN ELBCTRQMAGIJ 
. APPING MISSION. MOSCOW RADIO SAID THE SURVIVORS WOULD BE PROSECUTED "WITH FULL 
SEVERITY OF SOVIET LAW." THE SOVIET BROADCAST SAID RUSSIAN NOTES ALSO HAVE BEEN 


Winded to Britain and nqruay. 
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ADD PLANE, MOSCOW 

A U. S. AIR FORCE RB-47 RECONNAISSANCE BOMBER WITH SIX MEN ABOARD HAS BEEN MISSING 
SINCE JULY 1 X AND UAS FEARED TO HAVE CRASHED NEAR TEE SOVIET COAST. A U. S. AIR 
FuRCE SPOKESMAN AT WIESBADEN, GERMANY,. SAID A DAY AFTER THE PLANE DISAPPEARED THAT 
MI A MAP-MAKING FLIGHT FROM ERITIAN TO NORWAY. HE SAID ITS ENTIRE ROUTE WAS OVER 
MITER AND THAT IT WAS NOT SCHEDULED TO HAVE FLOWN- OVER SOVIET TERRITORY. AN ARMADA 
NEARLY 20 U.S. AND ALLIED SEARCH PLANES SCOURED THE AREA FOR THE MISSING PLANS. 
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LETTER DATED 11 OCTOBER 1994 FROM THE REPRESEI IT ATI 1 ' E O p THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDE1JT oi THE SECUHITI CoSciL 

I have the honor to refer to the Security Council proceedings of 
10 September 195k m which the Council considered. the United States complaint 
of an unprovoked attack by Soviet military aircraft against a United States 
Havy airplane over high seas on k September 195 k. I wish to refer also to - 
Document s/3295 which relates to another attack of this type and which was 
circulated to Council members at my request. 

In my statement before the Council on September 10 I affirmed the 
determination of the United States Government to seek a negotiated settlement 
of claims arising out of incidents of this typ e and, in absence of such settlements 
to submit tli urn to impartial adjudication by the International Court of Justice. 

The United States Government, in a note delivered tb the Soviet Government 
on 9 October 195 k, has now presented a formal diplomatic claim against the 
oovict Government on account of the destruction by Soviet aircraft of a United 
Sta tes Air Force B -50 aircraft in the international air space over the Sea of i 
.Jigan_on Jg9_ July 1953 an d has invited the Soviet Government, if it denies 
liability, to join in submitting this matter to the International Court of 
Justice. In this note, the United States Government ulso reiterates its demand 
for the release of any survivors of the destroyed American aircraft. The note, 
based on a thorough investigation, follows an earlier interchange of notes on 
this subject. It deals with another of the series of hostile attacks against the 
United States aircraft to which I referred in my statement before the Council. 

May I ask you, Mr. President, to circulate a copy of the attached text of 
this note to the Members of the Council. 


Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. 


54-27415 
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DEPAPTMEHr OF STATE 


■ Text of note presenting ..formal diplomatic claim by the 
United States Government against the Government of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Bepublics in the case of USAF B-50 aircraft shot 
'• down over the Sea of Japan, on July 29, 1955* •' • 
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Excellency: 

I have the honor to transmit, upon the Instruction of my Government,' the 
following communication from my Government to your Government : 

The Government of the United States of America refers again to the destruction 
on July 29, 1955 by Soviet military aircraft of a United States Air Force B-50 
type aircraft off Cape Povorotny in the international air space over the Sea of 
Jt-pan. On January 26, 1954, following an intensive investigation and study of the 
incident, the United States Government delivered to the Government of- the. Union 
Soviet Socialist Republics a note requesting certain detailed information with 
respect to the incident and with respect to the various allegations made by the 
Soviet Government in prior notes of July 30, 1953, August 4, 1953 and August 2 6, 
1953. The Soviet Government having felled to reply to the United States 
Government's note of January 26, 1934, the United States Government, through its 
Embassy at Moscow, transmitted another note on May 25, 1954 to the Soviet Ministry 
of foreign Affairs inquiring when a reply might be expected to the note of 
January 26, 19->4. The soviet Government has made no reply or acknowledgement 
whatever to either note, although far more than sufficient time has elapsed to 
enable the Soviet Government to make a reply or to state Its intentions with 
respect to such reply. The United States Government must conclude,, therefore, 
that the Soviet Government is fully aware that it is not in a position to. make a 
responsive or adequate reply to the United States Government 1 s note of 
January 26, 1954. 

^ This circumstance, the United States Government concludes, reinforces and 
confirms the essential accuracy of the findings of fact resulting from the United 
Stu-ces Government's own investigation and study, an well as of the statements 
made in the various communications of the United States Government to the Soviet 
Government on this subject, particularly the United States Government's note of 
August 4, 1953. 

The United States Government therefore takes this opportunity to place 
solemnly upon the record the facts relevant to the Soviet Government's liability 
and to prefer against the Soviet Government a formal international diplomatic 
claim for damages as set forth below. 


I 

United otates Government is prepared to prove by evidence in on 
appropriate forum, and it charges, the following: 

^arly in the moining of July 29, 1953 a four-engine aircraft of the 
otates Air Force, of the B-50 type, was duly dispatched from its base in 
P by United otates Air Force authorities to perform a routine navigational 
mission in the air space over the international waters of the Sea of Japan, . 
returning to base in Japan upon completion of the mission. The officers and 
were instructed piior to departure that undqr.no circumstances. was.. the 
air ci aft to fly closer to the Soviet-held land mass than twelve nautical miles. 

’ itS departurc the E -50 type aircraft had on board a crew of seventeen 
p rson o, all members of the United States Air Force and all nationals of the . 
United States. They were, as the Soviet Government was informed in the United ’ 
States Government's note on August 4, 1953, the following: 

. Stanley Keith O 1 Kelley - Captain - Serial No. AO 776002 
John Ernst Roche - Captain - Serial Mo, AO 2029268 
Edmund Joseph Czyz - 1st Lieutenant - Serial Ho. AO 2072656 
Lloyd Claytcn Wiggins - 1st Lieutenant - Serial Ho. AO 695999 
James Gordon Keith - 1st Lieutenant - Serial Ho. AO 2092926 
Warren John Sanderson - 1st Lieutenant - Serial Ho. AO 2066184 
Robert Elbon Stolnaker - 1st Lieutenant - Serial No. AO 761337 
John Cyrus Ward - Captain - Serial No. AO fco5270 
Francisco Joseph Tejeda - Major - Serial Ho. AO 720704 
Frank Ernest Beyer - 1st Lieutenant - Serial No. AO. 2093286 
Francis Luther Brown - Master Sergeant - Serial No. AF 19 053497 
Donald Wayne Gabroe - S. Sergeant - Serial No. AF 19 333787 
Roland Edgar Goulet - A/lC - Serial No. AF 12 323933 
James Edwin Woods - A/2C - Serial No, AF 244-13122 
Charles Joseph Rusoall - A/2C - Serial Ho. AF 13 351658 
Donald George Mill - S. Sergeant - Serial No. AF 19 353976 
Earl Wilbur Radelin, Jr. - A/2C - Serial No. AF l4 370732 
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The B-50 aircraft proceeded on a course of approximately 315 degrees from 
the Japanese Island of Honshu. When it arrived in the air space over the • 
international waters of the Sea of Japan at a point approximately 50 miles from 
the coastline, the aircraft turned to the right oncl proceeded on an .easterly 
heading, flying at on altitude of approximately 20,000 feet, the crew carrying 
out the instructions given them as above stated, . .. . 

■ The aircraft had reached a point in the air space over the international, 
waters of the Sea of Japan approximately 40 miles couth of Cape Povorotny, 
flying on a heading of approximately 95 degrees at an altitude of 20,000 feet 
when suddenly, at 'approximately 6:15 in' the morning local time and without any 
prior warning whatever, Soviet MIG-15 * type aircraft intercepted and fired upon 
the United States aircraft. One i.TG-15 type aircraft commenced the interception 
oiid firing by coming up from below and. to the left of the B-50 and shooting the’ 
No* 1 engine, rendering it inoperative. One or more additional MIG-15 type 
aircraft thereupon appeared behind 'the B-50, directed fire on the No* 4 engine 
and upon the right wing and other portions of the aircraft, and. set the No. 4 
engine on fire. When the Soviet MIG-15 aircraft appeared from behind, shooting 
at the B-50, one or more of the personnel on board the B-50 aircraft opened fire 
in self-defense against the oncoming attacking MIG-15 aircraft, but to no avail. 

Immediately upon being hit, the. B-50 aircraft dived sharply, losing 
altitude rapidly. The shots from the rear attack tore off the right wing and. the 
tail section and caused the aircraft to disintegrate. The component parts of the 
B-50 then hit the water, at approximately the came position at which the 
interception and attack took place. The total time which elapsed between the. 
commencement of the attack until the component parts of the aircraft hit the 
water was approximately two minutes. 

Upon the B-50‘s first becoming disabled, in consequence of the actions of the 
MIG-15 aircraft against it,' the members of the crew of the B-50 were directed by 
the aircraft. commander, Captain Stanley K. 0* Kelley, to abandon the aircraft and 
to seek safety by bailing out of the aircraft# The United States Government is 
informed and believes that, apart from First Lieutenant James Gordon Keith, all 
members of the crew above named bailed out of the aircraft, or parachuted, into 
the Sea of Japan, all coming down at points within the area of the Sea of Japan 
approximately 40 miles south of Cape Povorotny* 


. 'English 
• .’Puge 6 • 


The United States Government finds, and charges, that all the actions of the 
MIG -15 type aircraft above described wore token upon the deliberate and willful 
orders of competent Soviet authorities, 

\/hen the B-50 failed to return to its baGC at the time required for its 
return, and could not be otherwise accounted for, the competent United States 
authorities commenced and conducted a meticulous and thorough search of the area 
by air ci aft and by surface vessels of the United States Government and with the 
assistance of a naval vessel of the Australian Govenmient in the area. The search 
of the Sea of Japan off Cape Po.vorotny succeeded in ‘the sighting, in the Internationa: 
waters oi soveial survivors and disclosed the active presence in the same area of 
Soviet FT -type bo^t w , trawlers and aircraft. One of the search aircraft dropped 
a lifeboat to a group of survivors but only Captain John E. Roche, the co-pilot, 
was able to reach the lifeboat and get into it. intermittent fog hampered the 
rescue efforts and no other personnel could be rescued by the United States and 
Australian surface vessels. When the weather in the area cleared up, by dawn of 
July 50, 1955 , no evidence of survivors, other than Captain Roche, could be seen 
in the international waters of the Sea of Japan by the air or surface rescue 
craft, 

•2, The United States Government finds, and charges, that in direct 
consequence of the Soviet Government's actions above described, the following 
tcok place: 1 

a. The B-50 aircraft was totally destroyed. 

b. First Lieutenant James Gordon Keith, navigator situated in the 
nose of the aircraft, was throvm ■ from his position and mortally wounded, so "that 
he was unable to bail, out from the aircraft, and died. 

e. Captain Stanley K. 0* Kelley, the aircraft commander, although he 
succeeded m bailing out from the aircraft to the waters of the Sea of Japan, 
was badly injured and shocked as a direct result of the shooting by the MIG-15 
aircraft, and died as a result of these physical injuries and' chock and of his 
exposure for approximately twenty hours in the Goa of Japan. 

d. Master Sergeant Francis Luther Brown, flight engineer, although he 
succeeded in bailing out from the aircraft to the waters of the Sea of Japan, was 
badly injured and chocked as a direct result of the shooting by the MIG-15 
aircraft, and died as a result of these physical injuries and of shock and of long 
exposure in the Sea of Japan. 
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o. Captain John Ernst Roche, the co-pilot, was thrown headlong 
into the body of the aircraft, suffering numerous bodily injuries and shock as 
a direct result of the shooting by the MIG-15 aircraft but he succeeded in 
bailing out from the aircraft. He suffered further shock and exposure. in the 
Sea of Japan from approximately 6:17 in the morning local time July 29, 1953, to 
approximately 4:20 in the morning local time July 30, 1953. He was rescued from 
the waters of the Sea of Japan by a search vessel of the United States Navy. 

.. ^ Attaining thirteen members of the crew have not so far been 
accounted for. The United States Government finds, however, that all of them 
. suffered bodily injury and shock, as a direct result of the shooting by the MIG-15 
aircraft. It finds further that .a number, if not all, .of them successfully 
parachuted to the surface of .the Sea of Japan in the area above described- in 
which the attack and destruction of the B-50 took place. It must conclude that 
these persons were either picked up alive by surface vessels of the Soviet, 
Government in the area in which they hit the water, or that in due course, dead 
or alive, they wore carried by the prevailing currents to Soviet -held territory 
and into the Soviet Government 1 s custody. Those dead, the United States 
Government finds and charges, were brought: to their death by the injuries caused 
in the course of the attack on .the B-50. aircraft, by shock and .by exposure in . 
the waters of the Sea of Japan. Those that were alive when they come into the 
custody of the Soviet Government, the United States Government finds and charges, 
suffered in addition injuries and anguish caused by their long detention by the 
Soviet Government, by the failure of the Soviet Government to inform the United 
States Government with respect to their whereabouts and' their condition or to 
permit- them to communicate with United States Government authorities. ‘ 

These conclusions ore based on the following considerations: 

(i) As the United States Government has previously indicated, personnel 
on board search craft of the United States Government observed at least twelve 
Soviet Ff-type boats, at least one armed . trawler-type Soviet naval vessel., and 
Soviet aircraft, proceeding at- high speed to and from the area of the scene of ' 
the incident. Other surface vessels of Soviet nationality were in the vicinity, - 
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observation* were made as late as 5 o'clock in .the afternoon local time 
July 29, 1953. In view of the failure of the Soviet Government to make responsive 
reply to questions of the United States Government in its note of January 26, 

195 ' on thio subject, the United States Government is confirmed in its 
conclusion, and it charges, that these Soviet craft picked up survivors and 
portions of the disabled B-50 aircraft. 

(ii) The prevailing currents of the Sea of Japan at the positions 
above mentioned and at the date of the incident, which are well know to the ' 
Soviet Government, move toward the coast, in a northerly curd northwesterly 
direction at a rate of approximately 0.7 to 1.1 knots. Even if the Soviet 
Government did not have these crew members in custody, dead or alive, earlier, 

-it must have become aware of their arrival in Soviet territorial waters or on 
Soviet soil by August 1, 1955. 

J ‘ Thc B " 5 ° Eurcraft at the time of the attack upon it and its destruction, 
and the navigational and flying equipment thereon, were in efficient and good 
working order. Each member of the crew was efficient and experienced in the - - 
performance of his task. In particular. Captain 0' elley, the aircraft commander, 
an efficient and experienced pilot; Captain iioche was an efficient and ■ 
experienced co-pilot; First lieutenant Csy 2 , First Lieutenant Wiggins and First 
Lieutenant Keith were efficient and experienced navigators. 


II 

Thc United States Government finds as a result of its investigation that 
.in its notes- above mentioned the -Soviet Government willfully and knowingly made 
material misstatements of fact for the purpose of creating an untrue record and 
Of misleading the United States Government. These misstatements of fact are most 
explicitly made ln the Soviot Government's note of August 26, 1953 on this subject 
which substantially reiterates the misstatements contained ln the Soviet 
Government's earlier notes on the same subject: 

1. The Soviet Government states that the B-50 aircraft at about 6 a.m. 
ocal time "violated the state boundary of the USSR, af first in- the region of 
Cape Gamov, and continued the flight over the territory of the USSR at Askold 
Island not far from Vladivostok". But thc Soviet Government has refused, although 
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duly requested, to state where the boundary, which it claims, runs in this 
region. The United States Government must therefore conclude, as it lias found, 
that the 13-50 aircraft at no time crossed into, territory of the 'Soviet Union in 
this area but, on the contrary, flew entirely in the air space over the 
international waters of the Sea of Japan. 

2. The Soviet Government states that two Soviet fighter aircraft approached 
the B-50 with the intention of showing the B-50 that it was within the boundaries 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and with the intention of suggesting 
that the B-50 leave the air space of the. Soviet Union. This statement' must be 
characterized as false, as well as misleading, since the first intimation which 
the crew of the B-50 had of the approach of any aircraft was the ‘destruction of 
the Ho. 1 engine on the B-50 by fire directed from one of the Soviet MEG-15 type 
aircraft ,• which had appeared without any warning whatever to the left and from 
below the B-50 aircraft. This fact and the shooting which immediately followed 
directed by. MEG-15 type aircraft coming up without warning from behind the B-50 
aircraft conclusively demonstrates that it was the intention of the MIG-15 
interceptors, and of the competent Soviet authorities vho dispatched them and 
controlled their actions, to give the crew of the B-50 aircraft no warning 
whatever but, on the contrary, to effect the B-50*o destruction without any 
warning or opportunity to the crew to disengage or to defend themselves. 

3« The Soviet Government's statement permits the implication that the 
interception of the B-5C by Soviet aircraft took id.ace within the air space over 
Soviet territory. This statement is false also. As has been stated above, the 
interception as well as the attack took place approximately forty miles south of 
Cape Povorotny and in the air space over the international- waters of the Sea of 
Japan. 

b.' The Soviet Government states that fire was first opened by the B-50, 
being directed against the intercepting Soviet aircraft. This statement is false. 
As the United States Government has stated above, the B-50 aircraft did not open 
lire until after two firing passes had been made by the Soviet intercepting 
aircraft. The first MIG-15 type aircraft, which as stated above without warning 
deotroyed the No. 1 engine, flew away unscathed. When immediately thereafter one 
or more MIG-15 type aircraft appeared from behind, the MIG aircraft were firing 
and the gunners on board the B-50 were compelled in self-defense to open fire 
against the MEG aircraft so firing upon the B-50. 
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5. -.-Bie Soviet- Government . states that the attack took place at 6:12 in 

the moaning local .time. . The United Stutes Government charges that this statement 
is untrue and is known by. the Soviet Government to be untrue* -The United States 
Government ha3 iound that the interception ond attack too): place not earlier, 
than o:15 m the morning local time, if not later. By this time the B-50 
aircraft, as the Soviet authorities well knew, had reached a point approximately 
forty miles off the Soviet land mass at its -closest proximity. 

6, The Soviet Government states that one of the Soviet aircraft was 
seriously damaged by fire from the B-50 in consequence of, which the Soviet 
aircraft was compelled to fire upon the B-50. ‘This statement . is misleading, as 
well as false. Even if,, contrary to fact, the B-50 gunners had opened fire on 
the MIG aircraft appearing from the rear, the destruction .of the. No. 1 engine 
by the MIG aircraft which appeared first and the hostile attitude of the MIG 
aircraft appearing in the rear would have justified the B-50 gunners in opening 
fire on the MIG aircraft. 

7* The Soviet Government states that after the Soviet aircrat fired on the 
B-50 the B-50 "departed in the direction of the sea" and that the Soviet 
authorities have no further information regarding the American military aircraft. 
This statement must bo choract crimed, as false as well . as misleading. As stated 
above, within seconds after the Soviet. aircraft hit the right wing and fuselage 
the B-50 disintegrated and fell into, the sea. The pilots of the, Soviet aircraft 
could not but have seen, the consequence of their* actions and reported it to the 
competent Soviet authorities. The United Stutec Government notes that the Soviet 
Government admits that the. pilots. upon returning to base, if not earlier, 
reported what- they had done and what had happened. . 

8. The Soviet Government indicates that it lias "verified data", presumably 
including reports of ground observers as well as the testimony of the pilots of 
the. Soviet aircraft involved, and that these data "refute the statement that the 
American airplane B-50 did not violate the boundary of the USSR and was attacked 
by Soviet fighters over the Sea of Japan". The Soviet Government, although duly 
requested. in the United States, Government 's note of January 26, 1954, has failed 
and refused to produce these supporting data. .. The United States Government is. 
compelled to conclude that such data' as ..exist do not, support the. Soviet 
Government's conclusion and that these statements are. therefore false. 
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9. The Soviet Government stutea that, contrary to the allegations contains- 
in the United States' Government's notes, there wore no Soviet sin-face ships on 
July J), 19^3 in tne area of the Sea of Japan in which the shooting incident 
took place, and it further implies that the weather conditions of fog and 

■icre such that the observations of the crews of search croft reported 
in the United States Government's notes wore not in fact made. These statements 
os- a ove indicated, are false and misleading. The weather, during the' hours of 
aylight, was in fact foggy but at the low altitudes at which the search aircraf 
lew, and on the surface of the sea at which the naval craft proceeded, there va ' 
as tne ooviet Government well knows intermittent visibility permitting the 

observations which were made and which were reported by the United States 
Government. v 

10. The- Soviet- Government states that "as a result of investigation, it" 
een confirmed that the Soviet authorities have no information concerning 
he crew of the American bomber B- 5 0\ For the reasons above stated this 
statement must be characterized as false' and misleading. 

Ill 

The United States Government finds ' and it charges that the foregoing action 
Of the pilots of the Soviet aircraft and of the competent Soviet authorities 
made the Soviet Government guilty of deliberate* and willful violations of ' ■ 
international law, on account of which' it has become liable to the United States 
Government for damages and other amends: .... 


1 SlnC ° thG S ° Viet Govcn “ lcrit has evaded the questions in the United Stab 

ovornment's note of Januoi-y 26, 1954 on this subject, the' United States Covemm. 
aeclares that the limit of the territory of the Soviet' Government in the area of 
the incident extends no further than three nautical miles from the mean low wate: 
mark of the shore line of the Soviet-held land macs in this area, following the 
sinuosities of the coast and the sinuosities of each of the Soviet-held islands. 
While the United States Government in instructions to its personnel has prohibite 
any overflying aircraft or seagoing croft from coming closer than twelve miles 
to Soviet-held territory in traversing the international waters of the Sea of 
Japan or the air space above, the United States Government takes this opportunity 



ga n to infoim the Soviet Government that it docs not recognize the claim of t|. 
Gov^.i nment to territorial waters .in excess of three miles from its coast. 
.In the opinion of the United States Government there is no obligation under 

.international law to recogniz a claims to territorial waters in excess of three 
miles from the coast. 

' “ In thC clrcumst an.ces of the case it was the duty of the Soviet Governrao 

° c ' Lly crr ° rt ' following the wrongful destruction of the B-50 aircraft, 

. 01 lUld PlCk members of the crew, dead or ulive, to cooperate with 

°‘ 5G1 oC&1 chin S aircraft and surface, craft in such search and rescue 
fjperntions. and promptly to turn over, to .authorities of :the United States 
overmont rescued personnel, .the. bodies .of any dead personnel picked up and any 
portions, of. the aircraft salvaged^. to: make arrangements for their prompt 
aelivery.to the United States Government. The failure of the Soviet Government 
to to so constitutes violation of . intcfnationaL. obligations. 

- '3.- It was. the duty of the Soviet Government .to: moke truthful statements 
the. United States Government in the notes.. above. mentioned which the Soviet 
deliveied to the United States.: Government in connection with this 
incident.. The. willful making of false or misleading statements in these 
circumstances constitutes a violation of international obligation. 

A ‘ ThG continued detention of. survivors by the Soviet Government, and the 
allure of the Soviet Government immediately upon receipt of information at any 

fr ° M “ S °™ 60 ^ rces of observation of bodies of any of the crew member.-, 
constitute violations on the part of the Soviet Government of international 
obligation. 

5. Any shooting by the crew of the B-50 at the NIG aircraft, in the 
circumstances of the case, was lawful as an exercise of the right of self-defense’ 
he B-50 having been fired upon and hit without prior warning, the crew of the 

-50 were justified in the exorcise of self-defense in shooting at the approachin 
MIG aircraft. 
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'• IV '• • : • 

The United States has suffered the following items of damage in direct 
consequence of the foregoing illegal acts and violations of duty arid international 
legal obligations, for which the Soviet Government is liable, and the United 

States Government demands that the Soviet Government pay the following sums on 
account thereof: ■ • 


1. United States Air Force airplane B-5C type Mo. 47-145A and equipment ' 

thereon, amounting in total to $1,4(58,908.56. . 

2. Damages to the United States by the willful and unlawful conduct of 

tlie Soviet Government $491,584.38, ■* 

• 3. Damages to. Captain John Ernst Koche, a national of the United States, • 
■ for injuries to him, $ 25 , 000 . 00 . 

4. Damages to the next-of-kin, nationaio of the United States, for the 
deaths of Captain Stanley Keith O'Kclley, ' Master Sergeant Francis Luther 
Brown, First Lic-utenant James Gordon Kc-ith, $150,000.00. 

5. Damages, to the next-of-kin, nationals of the United States, of the' ' 
remaining thirteen crew members for all injuries resulting from the willful 

. and unlawful, conduct of the Soviet Government, including the wrongful' deaths 
Of such crew members or the wrongful and unlawful detention by the Soviet 
Government of such members of the crew as survived, $650,000.00. 

The United States Government declares that its demand for compensation on 
account Of the members of the crew who survived does not imply the acquiescence' 

O e United States Government in the withholding of those crew members from ' 
le urn to the United States, or the suppression by the Soviet Government of ' 
Information regarding their whereabouts or welfare, or the making of false' 
statements by the Soviet Government with respect thereto. The United States 
thi_ opportunity again to demand that the Soviet Government forthwith 
provide the information in this regard which the United States Government has 
already requested, and make provision for tlie prompt return of any crew members 
bom it may still be holding or of whose whereabouts it is informed, and In the 
Interim to provide ouch crow members with the maxiumum degree of care and comfort 
and facilitate access to them by appropriate representatives of the United States 
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Government. The United States Government further declares that such demand for 
compensation with respect to members* of the crew whose bodieG came into custody 
of Soviet authorities but v/ho were no longer alive does not imply the 
acquiescence of the United States Government in the failure of the Soviet 
Government to inform the United States Government of such facts or to turn over 
such bodies to the United States Government. The United States Government 
further reserves the right to make additional demand upon the Soviet Government 
for amends or other actions on account of its conduct on or since July 29, 1955 
with respect to such survivors or such dead crew members. 

Furthermore, the United States Government has not included in its demand 
for damages, specified above, any sum on account of items of intangible injury 
deliberately and intentionally caused to the United States Government and to the 
American people by the wrongful actions of the Soviet Government, In this regard 
the United States Government had determined to defer to a future date the 
formulation of the kind and measure of redress or other action which the Soviet 
Government , should take which would be appropriate in Internationa], law and 
practice to confirm the illegality of the actions directed by the Soviet 
Government against the United States Government and against the American people. 

The Government of the United States calls upon the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics promptly to make its detailed answer to the allegations and demands 
made in this communi cation. * 

Should the Soviet Government in its answer acknowledge its indebtedness to 
the United States on account of the foregoing and agree to pay the damages 
suffered and to comply with' the demands as above set forth, the United States 
Government is prepared, if requested, to present detailed evidence in support of 
its calculations of damages suffered and alleged. If, however, the Soviet 
Government contests liability, it is requested so to state in its onsver. In 
the latter event, the Soviet Government is hereby notified that the United States 
Government deems an international dispute to exist falling within the competence 
of the International Court of Justice and that the United States Government 
proposes that that dispute be presented for hearing and decision in the 
International Court of Justice. Since it appears that the Soviet Government has 
thus far not filed with that Court any declaration of acceptance of the 
compulsory jurisdiction of the Court, the United States Government invites the * 
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Soviet Go/erraent to file mi apijropriate declaration with the Court, or to enter 
into a Special Agreement, by which the Court may be empowered in accordance 
with its Statute and Pules to determine the issues of fact and law v/hich have 
been set forth herein.* 

The Soviet Government is requested to inform the United States Government 
in its reply to the present note of its intentions vrtth respect to such a 
declaration or Special Agreement. 

- Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 


.FROM 

TO 

REF 
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Soviet Minin try of Foreign Affairs Koto Ifo., 129/OSA 

j Thor© follovra a translation of 3oviot Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs note No* 129/OSAs 

"Ho* 129/OSA 

Tho Minis try of Foreign Affairs of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics presents its compliments 
to tho. Embassy of the United States of America and 
in connection with Embassy note Uo* 3^1 of December 7 
* thi3 year has tho honor to state that according to 
renewed inquiries conducted by the Ministry, Soviet 
authorities have no information concerning tho mem- 
bers of the crevr of the American aircraft U B^50° W 

Moscowp December 26 fl 1955 

To tho Embassy of tho 

United States of Amerieu 
in Hoe cow.” 
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Enclosure: 


John C . Guthrie 
First Secretary of Embassy 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
STAFF COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE 


J-3 L B JONES LCOL USA 74015 


FROM: JCS WASH DC 

TO: USLO UNC SEOUL KOREA 


INFO: CINCPAC CP H M SMITH HAWAII 

NR: JCS 504175 28 JUL 60 

From JCS, J-3 Joint Staff sends. For OSO/lSA. 


K Based on survey of records and existing infor- 
mation the Military Departments have deleted 61 names fronr 
list of unaccounted-for servicemen from the Korean War. L ,s * 
is used by senior member UNMAC, Korea in demanding accounting 
from KPA/CPV representatives. There follows listing of names 
by Service which should be deleted from your list: 


ARMY 


NAME 

Abbott, Charles L 
Adamo, Joseph J 
Amano, Yutaka 
Ballar, Bennie E 
Bond, El i hue J r 
Bradford, Leonard G 
Brooks, Lloyd K 
Brown, Alfred R 
Brown, Frank M 
Ca 1 hoon, Cec i 1 0 
Colon-Perez, Jose S 
Cox, Joseph D 
Crabb, Dean R 
Cunningham, John F 
Dansberry, Earl L 
Davis, Sam H 
DeCosta, Salvatore 
Denchfield, Raymond C 
Dixon, Roosevelt Jr 
Dunlap, Alva F 
Earl, James E 
Efland, Donald C 


SERVICE NUMBER 

GRADE 

RA 

rr 

1ST 

WQ 

Pvt 

RA 

12 

305 

738 

PFC 

RA 

19 

302 

624 

Sgt 

RA 

14 

326 

111 

Cpl 

RA 

15 

338 

11 A 

PFC 

RA 

19 

328 

814 

Sgt 

RA 

14 

315 

399 

PFC 

RA 

18 

321 

108 

Cpl 


0 

370 

561 

Ma j 

RA 

16 

308 

092 

Cpl 

RA 

30 

452 

103 

PFC 


02 

017 

966 

Capt 

US 

55 

171 

051 

PFC 

RA 

12 

305 

730 

PFC 

RA 

16 

180 

861 

Sgt 

RA 

18 

358 

881 

PFC 

RA 

32 

911 

260 

Sgt 


0 

058 

879 

1st Lt 

RA 

13 

264 

790 

Sgt 

RA 

15 

274 

377 

PFC 

RA 

. 18 

259 

856 

Sgt 

ER 

51 

045 

004 

PFC 


JCS 504175 


(JUL 60) 


SCO FORM 


35 


REPLACES OCS FORM 
378 1 AUG. SI. WHICH 

MAY BE USED. 




• JUN DO 




V 


w 


MESSAGE 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
STAFF COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE 


NR: JCS 504 J 75 


PAGE 2 


NAME 

SERVICE NUMBER 

Evans* Edward R 

RT 

TT 

~23T 

442 

Fennel 1 * 1 saac J r 

ER 

42 

150 

267 

Gardner, James D 

RA 

13 

333 

358 

Gregory* Robert S 

RA 

13 

313 

864 

Hester* Will H 

RA 

15 

381 

580 

Marshal l* Alfred 

ER 

12 

251 

545 

McDaniel* Wi 1 1 iam T 

0 


24 

088 

McSwain* Leon 

RA 

14 

226 

936 

Mi 1 ler* Raymond H 

ER 

13 

313 

722 

Mi nor, Dona 1 d W 

RA 

1 1 

188 

081 

Mrotek, Lawrence M 

ER 

57 

500 

734 

Mulock* Arthur F 


02 

200 

206 

O'Brien* Raymond J 

RA 

18 

303 

460 

Peters* James 

RA 

30 

123 

141 

Renneberg* Anthony 

RA 

28 

130 

719 

Ridgeway, Junior V 

RA 

16 

267 

704 

Ri ley* John F 

RA 

18 

314 

836 

Roop* Donald H 

RA 

15 

421 

785 

Samczyk* Stanley J 

RA 

16 

303 

702 

Sanders, James B 

RA 

18 

283 

828 

Sh i bao* H i rosh i 

US 

56 

010 

180 

Snider* Glenn A 

RA 

39 

480 

1 19 

Sorrentino* Anthony T 

RA 

12 

325 

141 

Stansbury* William H Jr 

RA 

17 

245 

840 

S tarl i ng* Robert C 

RA 

14 

333 

967 

Stidham* Floyd D 

RA 

15 

267 

441 

Stiles* George W 

ER 

19 

284 

333 

Thompson* Harwood H 

ER 

12 

246 

136 

Vickers, Wendel 1 

RA 

13 

269 

020 

Weaver* Edward P 

RA 

13 

315 

911 

Westpha 1 1 * Johnn i e S 

RA 

19 

329 

233 

White* Wi 11 iam F 

RA 

16 

268 

651 

Willis, Charles A 

ER 

57 

307 

012 

Wood* Lyle £ 

RA 

17 

247 

032 


Connors* Archibald 
Ferree, Nolan H 
Jamieson* Joseph C 
Wood* Melvin C 


Baker, Billy W 


AIR FORCE 
H Jr S0 T221998 
AO 2222141 
AF 12287088 
1 1313A 

MARINE CORPS 
624946 


GRADE 

Cpl 

Sgt 

Pvt 

Cpl 

Pvt 

PFC 

Ma j 

Cpl 

PFC 

Pvt 

PFC 

2nd Lt 

PFC 

Cpl 

Pvt 

PFC 

Cpl 

PFC 

PFC 

PFC 

PFC 

M/Sgt 

PFC 

PFC 

PFC 

PFC 

PFC 

PFC 

Cpl 

PFC 

Cpl 

PFC 

PFC 

Cpl 


1st Lt 
2d Lt 

Ai rman 3d Class 
Major 


PFC 


SCO FOBM 


JCS 504175 


REPLACES OCS FORM 
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HAH BE USED. 
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35 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
STAFF COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE 

NR: JCS 504175 PAGE 3 

2. Text of public statement on reduction of list 
to be released 0900 hours Washington time July 29: 

The Department of Defense announced today that the 
list of unaccounted-for servicemen of the Korean War was 
being reduced from its earlier figure of 452 to 391, 

The reduction was made because in 61 cases definite 
evidence of death has been established through the continuing 
efforts of the military services to establish the facts in 
each individual case. 

A provision of the Armistice Agreement which brought 
about the ceasfire in Korea had stipulated that each side 
would render to the other side a full accounting of any 
prisoners of war whether alive or dead of whom they had any 
knowledge. 

When the United Nations Command placed its first 
demand on the Chinese Communists and the North Koreans for 
an accounting, immediately after the completion of the 
prisoner exchange in the fall of 1953, the figure of un- 
accounted-for Americans stood at 944. Through partial ac- 
counting by the Chinese Communists and North Koreans, but 
mainly through the continued efforts of the UN Command 
and US governmental agencies to establish the facts, the 
figure was reduced by June 1955 to 450. It was subsequently 
increased to 452 based on re-examination of intelligence 
and information from repatriates. 

The Department of Defense, in reducing the figure 
to 391 emphasizes that while all of the original list of 944 
except for these 391 have now been accounted for, this 
accounting has been accomplished largely, not by the Chinese 
Communists and North Koreans as stipulated in the Armistice 
Agreement, but through the efforts of US Graves Registration 
Units and the US Intelligence Agencies, working with little 
or no cooperation or assistance from the North Koreans or 
Chinese Communists, 

Repeated demands for an accounting have been made * 
through the Military Armistice Commission in Korea and at 
the ambassadorial talks with the Chinese Communists at 
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Geneva and Warsaw, To date* the Chinese Communist repre- 
sentative in the ambassadorial talks has refused to discuss 
the matter, stating that it should be taken up with the 
Military Armistice Commission in Korea, The Chinese Commu- 
nist and North Korean representatives on the Military Armis- 
tice Commission however* have stated flatly that they have 
rendered an accounting and refuse to entertain any request 
for further effort. In this stalemated situation the US 
government has proceeded to follow every possible course of 
inquiry in an attempt to solve the problem. The efforts to 
obtain a satisfactory accounting from the Communist side* 
and other efforts to ascertain the fate of the personnel 
still unaccounted-for wi 1 1 continue. 

In making this public announcement on the reduction* 
the Department of Defense also emphasizes that the United 
States Government has no reliable information from any source 
to indicate that any of the American servicemen remaining, 
on the list of 391 unaccounted-for since the Korean hostili- 
ties are still alive and held in Chinese Communist prisons. 
Although the possibility cannot be completely foreclosed 
that some few of them might still be alive* there are no 
reliable facts to support such a conclusion.', 

The reductions in the list* by Service* are as 

follows: 


Army 

Na vy-None 
Air Force 
Marine Corps 


From 246 to 190 
3 remain 
From 190 to 186 
From 13 to 12 


in all cases the next of kin and other interested 
parties have been notified by letter concerning deletions 
from the list. 
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DISTR: CSA* CNO* CSAF* CMC* OSD* SDLO 


JCS 504175 (JUU 60) DTGs 282127Z rw/l2 


35 


REPLACES OC8 FORM 
*7S I AUG. St, WHICH 
HAT BE USED. 


SCO FORK 



OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301-2400 ' ' 

October 1987 

Americans Unaccounted for in the Korean War 

~ IN TERNATIONAL. 

SECUfilTY AFFAIRS 

The U.S. Government has ongoing efforts to achieve the fullest 
possible accounting of Americans missing and unaccounted for while 
serving their country. In the case of Korea, 8,177 Americans are un- 
accounted for, including 389 who were listed as prisoners of war (POWs) . 
Discussions with the North Koreans on the subject of unaccounted for 
personnel are conducted by the United Nations Command Military Armistice 
Commision (UNCMAC) , which provides updated information to the Korean 
People's Army/Chinese People's Volunteers Military Armistice Commission 
(KPA/CPV MAC) as it surfaces. The UNCMAC acts on behalf of all 16 
nations, as well as the Republic of Korea, whose men fought and died in 
the defense of freedom in Korea. 

For the past 34 years, the UNCMAC repeatedly has called upon the 
KPA/CPV to account for the 2,233 unaccounted for UNC personnel, includ- 
ing the 389 Americans, known to have been under enemy control during 
the Korean War. Also, from 1955 to 1957 the U.S. Ambassador to 
Czechoslovakia met in Geneva with Chinese representatives 77 times to 
discuss the accounting of missing Americans. In August 1982, the 
UNCMAC specifically requested, for the first time, the repatriation of 
any UNC remains buried in North Korea, even though the Armistice Agree- 
ments called for each side to return the other's war dead. 

In keeping with the provisions of the Armistice Agreements, the 
UNCMAC has returned the remains of CPV soldiers discovered in the 
Republic of Korea in the years following the war. In May 1987, the 
UNCMAC attempted to return the remains of 25 North Korean soldiers 
found in a wartime mass grave, but the KPA refused to accept them even 
though the KPA had on previous occasions accepted from the UNCMAC the 
bodies of post-war North Korean civilians who had drowned and washed 
ashore in the South. 

In August 1986, the UNCMAC turned over to the KPA/CPV MAC a thick 
file of material regarding the locations of UNC remains. The detailed 
maps and charts pinpointed the burial sites associated with 13 former^ 
POW camps and a POW hospital, identified seven former UNC cemeteries in 
the North and listed 291 crash sites from which lost UNC airmen had not 
been recovered. In a spirit of compromise, the UNCMAC on July 30, 1987 
formally offered to field a Multi-National Team comprised of represent- 
atives from UNC nations to assist the KPA in searching for UNC remains. 
This humanitarian initiative was rebuffed by the KPA. 

Other than the 4,439 U.S. POWs returned in 1953 and the 1,868 
American remains returned in 1954, there has been little progress, 
despite U.S. and UNC efforts, on the part of the other side to resolve 
the cases of Americans still unaccounted for in North Korea. However, 
the lack of responsiveness thus far by the KPA on this issue will not 
ilunt the determination of the U.S. Government to achieve the fullest 
possible accounting of Americans missing and unaccounted for as a result 
Ns - s o*f the Korean War. 
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No. 9k7 

The K/nhassy of the United States of Ai..erlct 
presents Its compliment z to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
and has the honor to request the I-.lni8try , e assist- 
ance in the following matter* 

The United Statca Government h:.s n ccr.tly re- 
ceived reports which support earlier indications 
that American prisoners of w. r who had seen /action 
in Korea have been transported to the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics and that they are now in Soviet 
custody. The United States Gover/u.icnt desires to 
receive urgently all infon..*.tion available to the 
Soviet Government concerning these :..criccr. personnel 
and to arrange their repatriation at the earliest 
possible time* 


American Embassy, 

Moscow, April 5# 195^* 

EO 1 Shaughoessy M 

DHH^nry :mf c 

— hr 


UNCKAC 

KAJ Joel Punk/723_f. 
06 Jun 1989 
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REMAI NS ISSUE 


PURPOSE: To provide an update on the remains issue, 

DISCUSSION: 


■v cine 


1 "3 C \ __ . , _ 


Tiie Armistice agr* 

*I d ** * S '" n '“ g 50 tc en Understanding’ on the delivery and recein-’, 

?»£ aPPr01!iBately 13 ' DC0 KPA/ ” V - «•«> .4 remain* w« r ; 


*"'?•*> *?,« pira'i^orthe^nderstanding! 

of th * -«-« «iYb. 


Subsequently , 
mi-litary per 5 
tamps. Ov^r 
accounting cT 
nr. t i c n s inti : 


*h» W conclude- that the kpa/cpv failed to return 2,233 osc 
c.iiiei ano -3 civilians known to have been alive in KPA/cpv ?ow 
-ne y**rs, the VNC made repeated attempts to obtain an 
j. with no P° 3i - iv e oK response. Eight (8) UNC 

* j>i«CwOu,^6(j fur ?Oits and missing personnel. 


ill 19£.i, the UNC recovered and returned t 
soldiers I AW Para 10 of the Understanding 
askmc tr.e K?A/c?v side for an accounting 
Unaccccr.it ci f •: : p 0 w s . 


5 the north the remains of two c?V 
• Beginning in 1982, the \JiX b e ga 
c£ unrecovered remains as well as 


- Over the year h, th* 'jrrr h 
nS' military and civilian 
eioning of the Armistice, 
reciprocated with similar 


tor human? tariai, reasons, returned the remains c 
personnel recovered in the south subsequent to the 
ihey were usually crowning victim®. The K?A/C?V 
returns of South Korean drowning victims. 


In late 195r f ny: began to indicate that, 
remains if requested h-v the u S Gov' v 
correspondence, formal meetings, and con 
for the reiuin of UKC remains. A detail 
er closed. 


it might be prepared to search f 
Since then, the UWC has, through 
tacts at Panmurjon, continued to 
ed cnronolocy of UNC efforts is 


P - e c 


- Ir July ]???, the Uiic 
to cooperate on this 


cal led 
issue , 


fcrr-rl f!A- meeting to protest the KPA/CPV fail 


The UNO stated its Position that: T 

Ui;c remains which nK officials have 
discovered, and the CKC is prepared 
&cc ompani e;> ty NNSC representatives. 


KPA/C?^ has an obligation to recur 
.old US Veterans that they have 
tu dispatch a multinational team, 
io assist nK in locating UNC remains 


The kpa maintained its standard pos; tic. 
remains is not ar. Armistice issue, one i 
isiue at !*ac meetings Sr. the future 


that: "Search for and recoverv* 

ue KPA/CPV would not discus? the 



c---: ,-£r^u:uurr:ur'i i ° 

Vietnam to ai5CU?S tbv M WP^“ 1 -sue c^c. j 

• *■ ~ frXo 8 ko. J3 of ’■he Kta/POW Remains issue in Korea. Sabse^J^n. ^ , 

osi «* l0 » °\ t ? 1 ! ?; :!! js« they asked to personally Contact^ officials at 
wMle on a to of th. •>£. tW t /„ e . lv . regains fro, the Korean V.r, 

r”^'coo £ CCS, 'STATE, they were inform by «S Embassy S.« 

. I' ’ £hcuifi not attempt to make such a contact because it woulo be 

perceived os bilateral CS - OR negotiations, and against V.S., 

F , „ SJ bseaue'-' , 'y proposed to the three Congressmen tha. ObCKnC 

K, a~KAC%ecretary-ievei meeting to ask for the return of *?reviousiy 
discovered* remains and that - --—f ^ £ ^KTA/c".^ “ 
observers or the meeting a..c be s-x-i-S, U agreement, this proposal 

'Tthtrt*-- " TsVmJ:™* and the Chiefs of the U«C 

vaa tnoro-s-.-, *%;;- * c - n ,., rrMC e ar e/or clearance of objections, a 

message v« 'sent Vo"the WA/CT7 proposing such a meeting °* 

^e^oslng . =S2 

■ The P.OKv =- „l.',e exchanged in an unsuccessf nil effort to agree on , 

After several «••.».** „*/ CP v announced publicly on 2 Feb S3 the- 
date of U.S. Army soldiers by-name (among others) b, 

they , thty wonje ne t return the remains. See end fo 

dei&iled chronology. 


v „ tqbq at the 495th KAC secretaries jneeting r UMCHAC returned *S 
: Lll lf C-- -ir^lns -ecently discovered at the Chipycng-ni battle sit 

Cy ti« t^veVir: ;"r"ctor^anner, without ko publicity fr 

W .k* wai; r.oted. no north Korean press representative 

we^e%'eser.t^or.Iy Chinese end Russian press attended from the KFA/Crv side. 


_ . „ ( . . v. <-^._£ C . r >.< e .-'-o r re*" - £ letter to his k?A/C?v 

counterpart re-n^tin^th! return of "th- remains of all OHC soldiers they 
have publicly stated they are holding. 


rn c Jur S5 f-i* RPA/CPV SK responded that they ace net obligated by the 

1, sant-raAr” — 

cue to »**. »-•* 


r7 obi»cti"es: ny. is trying to use the issue of return of CS remains to echi 

— of 

-rdlr-'andi.— ’^tney claim the MAC is not competent or obligated to dear wish 
Ji - u v tv. at an y regains discovered by chance via a be 

f— ^ » "ch VeV hoover, they changed their position, stating^blioly 

r . k t e *. n - *- rijgif ai**A boldine reiTk&ins bub wil- not v-- 

^caust oYl^tt ( imposed because of the „K backed W. 353 

bombing'; . 


Chronology c; 


* 0 *, ‘ filA/R ekaiss Efforts 



action 


CATE 

DESCRIPTION 



1 . 

18th MAC 

9 

Sep 53 

Original list of 3,4C4 

unaccounted 





for POWs passed, 



2. 

54th SiC 

24 

Sep 5 i 

List amended; US-add 

41 

, delete 27 





UK- add 2; CAr.ada-add 

1. 


7 

85th SEC 

2 

Nov 53 

List amended: US-add 

10 

f delete 2. 

s. 

105th SEC 

19 

?eb 54 

List amended: US-aad 

1 , 

delete 23; 





UK- delete 1. 



} . 

47th MAC 

17 

Aug 5 4 

List passed. 




Wctc: - nPA in 1954 provided the 
UHC with reports containing 
the burial sites of 1,399 
deceased ONC POWs. 

- UNC in 1954 provided a 
record of 2,488 deceased UNC 
military personnel buried in 
ten (UNO cemeteries in nK. 

- KPA in 1954 returned a 
total of 4,023 remains, 
including rows, of deceased 
UNC military which included 
1,569 Americans. 


€ . $7th MAC 26 !!cv 55 

7. 69th KAC ZZ r?D 55 


8. SEC Ltr 7 Jui 58 

9. 94th MAC 22 Jan 59 

1J. SK Ltr 24 Jun 6C 

• Military Armistice vcninvissi on 
SIX: <KAC5 Secret;,: :e£ 

*.»*! i Keren > Keretn 

C>V: Chinese Feopl-' Volunteer? 

£ (MAC) Senior M‘.-r.±er 


List passed. 

KFA/CPV returned 67th MAC list 
giving accounting. Final revisions 
result in UMC list of 2,233 
unaccounted for POWs 

List passed. 

Inquiry by Senior Member. 

List passed. 



: 7 e 5 1 2 5 


FP'Otl VSFK.-h'HC 


TO ClNCP^r. 



DAT E 

16 jaa t: 
22 ?irb 6 3 
II Aug 6-4 
4 Jun 65 

II Cct 66 


3 c May 65 
10 Apr .' C 
16 Apr "1 


35 Apr 7: 
26 May 72 


DESCKIPTICH 
List passed. 

List passed. 

List passed. 

Senior Member referred to 11 Aug 64 
list asking for accounting. 

CMC Senior r. ember refereed to 
11 Aug 64 list asking for 

accounting . 

CMC senior Member raised the matter 
of the 2,233 unaccounted for UNC 
?OV<s. k?A ignored this request. 

UJiC Senior Member sent a letter to 
Senior Member, ?.?A/c?V requesting 
information or. unaccounted for 
C'^C PCnS. No response from KPA 
Senior Member, 

CMC senior Member sent a letter to 
senior Member, KPA/c?v requests? 
information on unaccounted for 
CllC pOVie. No response from K?A 
senior Member. 

CMC Senior Member sent a letter to 
Senior Member, KPA/CPV requesting 
information on unaccounted for 
’JNC ?CVs. 

r?A/'.:?v Senior Member’s reply to 
unc senior Member’s letter of 16 
Apr 71, which stated that they 
repatriated all prisoners to UHC 
side and that the UNO must return 

xpa ?ous. 

«NC Senior Member sent a letter to 
Senior Member, KPA/CPV requesting 
information concerning unaccounted 
for UHC POWs. 

r?A/c?V Senior Member’s reply 
similar to that of the previous 
y ear * £. 


- 1 l-l * Z r fi2i 


f ROM <J5Fr. »p;o 


TO cmceec 


p. 02 



i 

I 


21. 3NC SS Ltr 


KPA £>; Reply 


22. UNC SK Ltr 


KPA SM Reply 


22. Ut;c sm Ltr 


KPA SM Reply 


uiic sm Ltc 


KPA SM Reol\ 


p. cnc sm Ltr 


K?A $K Reply 


|6. OKC £” Ltr 


KPA SS heply 


: ROM r t wr per u-iq-. 


DAI’S 

3i Kay 7j 

It Jun 73 
27 May 74 

2S Hay 74 

2* Jun 7 b 


1" Jul 7 £ 
17 Auc 77 

1 ! 2 Aug 77 
17 Au. 7 78 
u 4 Aug 7 (j 


DESCRIPTION 

Ui^C Senior Member sent a letter to 
Senior Member, KPA/CPV requesting 
information concerning unaccounted 
for L’NC PC Us. 

KPA/CPV Senior Member's reply 
similar to that of the previous 
year ' s. 

UKC Senior Member sent a letter to 
Senior Member, KPA/CPV requesting 
information concerning unaccounted 
fer u:-jc poks. 

KPA/CPV Senior Member’s reply 
similar to that of the previous 
year's. 

Senior Member sent a letter to 
Senior Member, KPA/CPV requesting 
information concerning unaccounted 

for UKC ?OKs. 

KPA/uPV senior Member* s repiv 
similar to that of the previous 

year's. 


vMC Senior Member sent a letter to 
Seni«>i Member, KPA/CPV requesting 
information concerning 
unaccounted for ONC POWs. 

KPA/crv Senior Member's reply 

to that of the previous 

year * $ , 

UNC senior Member sent a letter to 
Senior Member, KPA/CPV requesting 
information concerning unaccounted 

for li!?C POWs. 


KPA/CPV Senior Member's reply 
similar to that of the previous 

year's. 

•v'NC Senior Member sent a letter *o 
Senior Member, KPA/CPV requesting 
*n*crmataor. concerning unaccounted 
for UNC POiis . 

KPA/CPV Senior Member's reply 
sir.ilsr to that of the previous 
year's. 


ACTION 


DATE 


DESCRIPTION 


jz7„ u;;c sa btr 

K?a sr. Reply 

28. UNC SM Ltr 

r.PA SM Reply 

29. UNC Sli Ltr 

KPA s>. Reply 
32. UNC SM Ltr 

KPA St! Reply 
415 MAC 

31 . UNC SO Ltl 


20 Aug “S 


29 AUc 79 
8 AUg 80 


13 Aug 80 
3 Sep 81 


17 se? 51 
11 Aug 82 


Aug 


:: Dec e: 


22 Aug 


UKO senior fierier sent a letter to 
Senior Member. XPA/C?V requesting 
information concerning unaccounted 
for UNC FOWs. 

jfpA senior Member simply referred 
to bis previous letters. 

UNC senior Member sent a letter to 
Senior Member, KPA/CPV requesting 
information concerning unaccounted 
for Hire ?OVia. 

K?a Senior Member simply referred 
to his previous letters. 

UMC senior Member sent a letter to 
Senior Member, KPA/CFV requesting 
information concerning 
unaccounted for UNC ?0*«s- 

VPA Senior Member simply referred 
to his previous letters. 

unc senior Member sent a letter to 
Senior Member, KPA/CPV requesting 
information concerning unaccounted 
rcr t:;c ?Ov?s. 

KJA Senior Member simply referred 
to his previous letters. 

CKC Senior Member requested the 
KPA/CFY to conduct a search of the 
turiai sites of UNC POV?s at UNC 
POW Cam? NO. 5 for possible UNC 
remains and passed a map depicting 
the burial site. KPA ignored the 
t equest . 

UNC Senior Member sent a letter to 
Senior Member, KPA/CPV requesting 
information concerning unaccounted 
for UNC POWs; also asked for the 
return of remains. 

KPA Senior Member simply referred 
to his previous letters. 


KPA 4*H Reply 


ACTION 


d ate 

fe2. UNC SH Ltr 17 Aug 84 


EPA SM Reply 


B3. ONC SM Ltr 


P«. NK Foreign 

Minister ir. li . V , 


24 Aug 54 
28 Aug 8; 

20 Oct 85 



KPA Staff 
Officer's 

comments 

Oct 

ES 

35 . 

use SM Ltr 

23 NOV 

85 

36. 

comment. a by 

cue and KPA 
officers 

Jan-Ff 

o 86 


37. UHC Ltr to 11 Ffeb 86 

use Members 


DESCRIPTION 


use Senior Member sent a letter tc 
Senior Member, KPA/CPV requesting 
information concerning unaccounted 
for USC ROWS; also asked for the 
return of remains. 

KPA Senior Member simply referred 
co his previous letters. 

UNC Senior Member sent a letter to 
K pa/C IV requesting information 
concerning unaccounted for UNC POWs; 
also asked for the return of remains. 

HK Foreign Minister tells Frank Kerr of 
the Chosin Few that UK will cooperate in 
returning military remains if the U.S. 
Govt formally requests a search for and 
recovery of US war dead, 

K?A staff officer comments 
informally at Panmunjom that UK night 
start looking for military remains if 
asked to do so. 

UNC requests KPA search for and 
repatriate UUC remains. 

UNC position: 

- The subject of military remains 
is a humanitarian issue. 

- Remains should be returned 
through the MAC. 

KPA position: 

- Armistice does not cover search 

and exhumation. 

- Recommends US-NK bilateral 
negotiations. 

UN CM. AC Senior Member 3ent letters 
to i6 UNC Members nations 
requesting all available 
information regarding the status c£ 
MTA’s. Eleven nations responded to this 
query* seme with additional infe on 
MIAs. 



' l 9 8 9 - l : - 1 7 09*2$ 


TO CIMCPPC 


P . 01 


ACT I Oil 
38. URC SM itC 


ygPh-pac 


DATE 

1 4 Feb 6 6 


|3 9 . KPA SM Itr 


4 Mar 66 


ko. VIhC SK itr 


5 Apr 86 


k2. K?A SM Ltr H6 Apr 86 


42. 

479 tb 1>£C 

19 Aug 


13. 

KPA SEC public 

11 Sep- 

86 


release 



44. 

UNO sec itr 

22 Cct 

c6 


£. Mooting v/Chosii-i 

Few 


DESCRIPTION 

Remains issue involves tbs CNC> 
not just U.S. 

CZ21CJNC, signatory to the AA, 
represents all UN/ROK forces. 

mac, net a new agency, should 
handle remains issue. 

UUC is prepared to discuss details 
Involving the process of searching 
for military remains. 

Military remains win be returned 
when recovered, but AA does not 
require search and exhumation. 

Both sides have a. moral and 
humanitarian obligation to search 
for, disinter, and deliver military 
remains. 


Proposed exchange of info on 
possible location of remains 

UUC recommended KPA call a 
no-pret-s Secretaries’ meeting tc 
discuss remains issue, 

NK position remains the same, will 
return military remains when 
discovered, but not obliged to search 
for remains. 

Provided KPA with available information 
regarding remains. 

r.K position remains the same, 

info passseo to "appropriate agencies". 

Ashed if KPA recovered any remains 
based on info provided at 19 Aug 86 
SFC meeting; provided additional 
info cn three Colombian MIA*. 

Biief sc i'iiC actions/position on 
remains negotiations. 


Ka : Armistice Ag r « n *„ 



’113 9-11-1? e r t i > 

" 5 0 

i.' S F t - P C 0 


TO CImCFCC F.C2 

action 


PATE 


description 

i 6. UNC SEC ltr 


IS Dec 

So 

A follow-up ltr asking if they have 
had any success in discovering 
remains; provided additional info 
on k?a discovery of UNC renal ns in 
DKZ in 83 and 85. 

17. KPA/CFV SEC 

Lt r 

29 Dec 

56 

Responded to UNC 18 Dec 86 Itt: 
Maintained same position; info 
passed to ’relevant organs.* 

45* uNC ScC Ltr 


12 J<*n 

87 

Notified KPA of 25 remains searched 
for and recovered vie. Obong-ni; 
offered to return remains. 

49. SFA/CPV SEC 

Lt r 

20 Jan 

87 

Acknowledged VHCs 12 Jun 87 letter 
and reguested evidence and CIL Ppt. 
(Both passed at JDO Wtgs.) 

50. KPA/CIV SEC 

Lt r 

3 war 

67 

Declined to accept Obong-ni remains 
’due to lack of evidence*. 

51- ywc sir Ltr 


11 Kar 

87 

Asked north to review all available 
into once more before rejecting the 
remains. 

52. 432nd SEC 


26 May 

57 

Offered to return 25 KPA remains i 
provided info on burial sites at 
the KPA APEX Camps? and requested 
the return of UNC remains. The 
E?A again rejected the offer. 

53. Burial of rs 
Remains 

v 

9 Jur. 

2 • 

Euritd 25 KPA remains near 
Ui jengbu. 

54. 438th MAC 


30 Jul 

67 

UiiC position: 





- The kpa has an obligation to 
return UNC remains which NK 
officials have told US veterans 
that they have discovered, 





- The remarks made by KPA staff 
officers led the UNC to believe 
li Y. may have already discovered 
UNC remains. 

JDO: Joint Duty Of fi 

cer 


- The question of remains is not 
cr.ly an Armistice issue but also 
humanitarian issue. The mac is the 
appropriate agency to deal 
with the remains issue. 




US p f.-P 


TO CiNCP'dC 


P . 03 


ACTION 


DAT? 


description 


! 

i 

J 


i 

I - 
\ 


- The UNC is prepared to negotiate a 
subsequent agreement similar to the 
one of 1954 to eliminate any 
technical problem involving the 
question of searching for and 
discovery of remains. 

- The UNC is prepared to dispatch 

s multinational team, accompanied by 
the NNSC representatives, to assist 
NR in locating unc remains. 

- The KpA must return the ONC remains 
thru the MAC. 

K?A position: 


“ Search for and recovery of 
remains is not an armistice 

issue. 

\ 

- K?A would not discuss the 
remains issue at the future MAC 
meeting . 

- K?A ignored the UNC proposal for 
dispatching a multinational team. 

55. Stt Press 3C Jul 57 following the 483rd MAC mtg, UNC 

Conference SM held a press conference and 

made the following points. 


“ The UNC must and will continue 
its efforts to resolve the 
remains issue. 

- The UNC multinational team 
proposal offers the capability 
the KPA say they do not have . 
within the MAC to look for remains. 


The UNC has been working 
diligently on this issue over 
the years, but is being stopped 
by the other sice. 


Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission 


Toe KPA is using the remain® 
issue in an attempt to force 
bilateral negotiations with nations 
that currently do not recognize NF. 


NNSC ; 



Ac?: os 

k$. unc SM Ltr 

DAT E 

14 13 ov ST 

DESCRIPTION 

Kcr**n war remains is an Armistice and a 
humanitarian issue.- 



MAC is the post appropriate agency to 
handle the issue. 

\ 


A multinational team may be sent to NK 
to assist searching for ONC remains. 

Requested the K?A return one remains 
which NK already has in its possession. 

k?. KPA Sfi ltr 

/I Nov 87 

Responded to the 14 Nov 87 UNO Ltr, 
repeating its standard position that 
Korean war remains issue is outside 
the purview of the Military Armistice 
Commission* 

Ue. uwc sec mss 

i 1 

I I 

9 Jan 6 c 

proposed the 490 SEC meeting for 15 Jan 
68 to deliver and receive UNC (C.S.i 
remains which nK indicated to numerous 
individuals that they have in their 
possession. Advised the K2A that three 
c.S. Congressmen will participate m 
receiving OHC remains. 

[59. KPA SEC Msg 

14 Jan 8S 

Responded that the MAC secretaries meet 
informal ly on 20 Jan 8$ to discuss the 
procedures for the return of *u.s. Army* 
remains they have * recently 
disinterred." suggested that the t.iiee 
3.5. Congressmen attend the meeting 
cr. 20 Jar. 88. 

Uo. y.pA s:-:c 

22 Jen 88 

K.FA accepted the UNC counterproposal to 
delay the informal meeting until 27 Jan 
6$. 

161. CKC S£C hsg 

26 Jan ic 

Proposed the 450th SEC meeting he 
held at 1500 hr s, 27 Jan 88 to receive 
the wkiC remains which the KfrA 

discovered (Following the informal 
meeting planned for 1000 the same day}. 

62. m SFC Hag 

26 Jar. 68 

Cancelled the 27 Jan 88 SEC mee»*»*g 
under the pretext of the U-S- 
'* sanctions* against the NK bombing of a 
PAL p!*ne. 

63. L’HC SEC Msg 

2o Jan c>v 

pointed cut the UK Bisust o£ the remains 
issue for their irrelevant propaganda 
ar.d requested the return of UNC remain . 


-17 ? $ i 3 I 


FROM 0 S f K - S a 3 


T C CJNC PflC 


P.04 


I 





DESCRIPTION 

- Repeated its excuse for cancelling, 
the meeting and specifically mentioned 
the ncmcs of two "tJ.S. Army men" whose 
remains they have discovered 'among the 
remains of O.S. Army men in our 
possession. ■ 

« Reiterated its standard position that 
they don't have to return the remains 
• disinterred . ? 

- NX radio (KCNA) broadcast this KPA 
message* 


3 Rob 63 

4 Fen 6 s 

16 reb ££ 

25 Tec S6 
23 tfsr 85 

27 Apr £6 


Proposed the 490th SEC meeting for 1400 
hrs, 5 Feb SB to receive the remains of 
the two O.S. Army men they have 

discovered ► 

- Rejected the Uh'C request for the 
49 Gth sec meeting saying that the 
subject of the remains ‘disinterred* is 
outside the purview Of the MAC. 

- NK radio (KCNA) broadcast the K?A 

message. 

Called for return of ail UNC remains 
that KPA has publicly announced they are 
holding . 

- Rejected UNO SM request of 16 ?eo 83. 

- UNC side asked KPA to reconsider 
their decision to not return remains. 

- The KPA continue to refuse to 
return remains they publicly 

state they have in their possession* 

- ihe KPA have a humanitarian 
obligation to search for, disinter, and 
deliver remains; especially remains 
which have previously been discovered. 

- tee C*sc again asked the KPA to return 
all remains they presently have in 
their possession. 



DESCRIPTION 
T ::tc position; 

- The k?a has a humanitarian obligation 
tc return the remains of tmc military 
personnel they officially and publicly 
admitted to have already discovered. 

- Such a humanitarian act would help 
create a more positive atmosphere on 
Which to base progress in other areas of 
concern to both sides. 


tfsc. Position: 

~ The RPA continue to refuse to 
return remains they publicly 
stote they have in tbeic possession, 

The kpa have an Armistice ana 
humanitarian obligation to search for, 
disinter, ana deliver remains; 
especially remains which have previously 
been discovered. 

"Th* wKC again asked the K?A to return 
all remains they presently have in 
their possession* 

k?A Response: 

*" "k* issue of the return of remains is 

no: an Armistice issue and the reason 
t.ne issue has not previously been 
resolved is due to the unreasonable 
attitude of the U.S, Gov't; i.c., 
imposing sanctions against nK over the 
Fit £58 bombing. 

Briefed UKC actions/position cn 
remains negotiations, 

“ ' L ' : ’ c si^e asked the KPA to discuss 

the return of vTKC remains they public! v 
acknowledged holding. 



TO CInCPRC 


PSSCKipttpm 

‘ DNC Closing Statement 
mentioned that an easy 
confidence building/tension 
reduction measure requ<r<nc 
only unilateral kpa action ia 
no return the renal ns they h*-e 
publicly admitted holding and " 
those they are holding but net 
publicly acknowledged. 

** DNC pointed out their 
humanitarian and legal 
responsibilities to return 8 i. 
UNC remains, 

- unc asked the KPA/cpv to 
return the Korean War Remains 
tney ve publicly stated they're 
holding and pointed out it 
would be a very easv, 
unilateral confidence buildinc 
measure cn their part. 

- UNC returned to the kpa/c?v 

partial sets of remains of 
*9 CPV soldiers recently 
discovered at two locations at 
the Chipyong-ni Korean War 
Bat tlesi te. 


- .Noted m/CPV identified by 
name on 2 Feb 88 the remains of 
“ lNC 3 °l<2i®rs they're holding. 

7 stated TOC continues to 
honor the AA as the 12 Kay 89 
c?v remains return 
demons t rates. 

states remain* return ie a 
confidence building measure 
which will reduce tension on 
the peninsula. 

“ p -«^ested the return of ail 
UNC remains the KPA/CPV 
publicly Stated their holding. 


. 9S9- 1 


-a? 


C. IMCPfiC 


F . 0? 



DESCRIPTION 


- Not obligated by aa to 
disinter regains 

- Willing to return remains due 
to humanitarian reasons if us 
sanctions are lifted* 



JUN.08 '90 12:55 CASUALTIES SVCS DIV 
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rr>Lv to SEP8 4B34 

M,c ' ,,lWe ’ ».JU J ( 

Personnel Services Directorate PSA-A 

u'f/i.fsi;? *• 21 001 481 v 


r. %>«*"■ 


Kr. Robert R. Dumas 
c/o^fls. Mary B. Ryan 
420 Highland Avenue 
Cheshire, Connecticut 06410 

Dear Kr . Dumas: 

. T a* Ar *y Board for Correction of Military Records 

•■?eco?d- e haS e v° inform 3 r ° u that your late brother's 
Tindfn»„ h ! been corrected In accordance with their 
.findings. A certificate evidencing correction of his 
records is enclosed. 

The ,£°“ mander ’ u - s - Ar ®y Finance and Accounting 
4624° r has T bfln Benjamin Harrison, Indiana 

records? 8 bS6n lnformed of the correction of your 


Sincerely, 


A. Barrett 
Colonel, Armor 
Adjutant General 
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IS NOV 1984 


Hr. Robert R. Dumas 
C/o Ms. Mary B. Rvan 
420 Highland AvenSe 
Cheshire, Connecticut 06410 

Dear Mr. Dumas* 

COtr*CtI^ C oe fc yoy c 0 f a ^ e b ^"^ £?f Stir* tb ® E# ' ,U " t *° e 

Ei“" ° f «“• “ u - s * c * 

Mo monies are due as a tacm i . _ — . . 
military records. result of the correction of these 

-V- Sincerely, 


J- R. Banks 

S^5',? l8 i m8/Inquicies Division 
Centralized Pay Operations 



DAAG-PES Duces, Roger A. 

HA 2100*431 (5 Nov 79) 

SUBJECT: AfcCKfi Application 

10: CSA, ABCKR PROM: DAAG DATE: 2 1 NOV 19/a CKi^ 

Rb 1E517, Pentagon Km 5B03G, For Eldg LTC Ni.ckens/36315/de j 

1. The case of Corporal Roger A. Dum&s has been carefully reviewed and the following 
information is provided for your guidance: 

a. The Dut&as family has written extensive correspondence to members of congress, 
officials or the Department of Defense and Department of the Army in an effort to 
change the status of Corporal Dumas from deceased to prisoner of war. 

b* On 24 November 1950, Corporal Dumas was officially reported missing in action 
in an area northeast of Anju, North Korea, on 4 November 1S50. His company was in 
action against the opposing forces, and when the action terminated, he cculd not be 
located. No further information concerning Corporal Dumas was received. 

c. Under the terms of the Korean Armistice Agreement of 1953* each aide to the 
conflict undertook to repatriate or otherwise account for ell captured and deceased 
combatants of the opposing side of whose fate it had knowledge. After completion of 
the prisoner exchange in the Fall of 1953, American and United Nations Command 
authorities presented to the North Koreans a list of serviceoeabers whose status 
remained unresolved. In pressing the North Koreans to comply with the terms of the 
Armistice Agreement, our actions were never intended to imply that the North Koreans 
were actually bolding Americans alive and in prisons. 

<T. In the absence of an official accounting by the North Koreans, our government 
has expended considerable effort through other means to determine the status of these 
individuals who were unaccounted. American prisoners of war who returned were 
interrogated to obtain information regarding other missing persons and intensive 
efforts were made to locate and positively identify the remains of missing Aserican 
personnel. Further, qualified officials examined all available records and reports 
pertaining to the circumstances of the disappearance of these sen. 

e. Many of the casualties from the Korean Conflict who were carried on the 
records of missing in action in Korea were actually captured and transported to Worth 
Korea where they later died; however, specific information is lacking as to the 
number, identity, or circumstances surrounding their disappearance. Resolutions with 
list of individuals unaccounted for were introduced to the Congress to attempt to 
learn of the fate of Americans unaccounted for in Korea. Basically, these individuals 
listed were categorized as prisoners of war, regardless of how they were originally 
reported as casualties. 

f* The official military personnel records of Corporal Dumas were destroyed in 
July 1973 during a fire at the National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis, 
Missouri. In response to a Freedom of Information Act request fros Mr . Clarence 
Dumas, a separate record pertaining to Corporal Dumas was located. This record ves 


DAAG-PE5 Dumas, Roger A. 

HA 21G044S1 (9 Nov 79) 

SUBJECT: ABCKR Application 

one of the records compiled by the Memorial Division of the Office of The Quarter- 
master General on all deceased service members whose remains were non-rccoverable at 
their time of death* These records were compiled for the purpose of assisting in the 
identification of any remains that might have been recovered after the cessation of 
hostilities. With the passage of time, these reoords ere no longer under the control 
of the Department of the Army, but are now maintained by the General Archives 
Division, National Archives 8nd Records Services, Washington, D.C. 20409. 

g. Copies of all documents in the above file were obtained by tbe Office of The 
Adjutant General, Department of the Army, and provided to Mr. Clarence Dumas on 14 
October 1977. Included in these documents was a 29 April 1957 fact (summary) sheet 
that made reference to a statement from a former prisoner of var (PV) Cecil V. 

Preston, that a Private Dumas was alive, but in poor physical condition in Camp #5, 
Pyoktang, North Korea. The National Archives furnished The Adjutant General with two 
statements by Cecil Y. Preston; however, neither statement made any specific reference 
to Roger Dumas. Tbe Archives did actually establish that a Private Donald Dumas was a 
PW In Camp #5, Pyoktang, Horth Korea. The 29 April 1957 fact sheet indicated that all 
references were to a "Private Dumas" (no first name given), which logically would 
relate to Donald Dumas, -the known PV. The releting of the statement by Cecil ¥. 
Preston to Roger Dumas was mistakenly based on the fact that only one, Roger Dumas, 
was reported as missing in action in Korea. However, only Donald Dumas, not Roger 
Dumas, is known to have been e prisoner of war in Korea. 

General by Clarence Dumas, was analyzed by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). The 
CIA determined that the individual in tbe photograph is not Roger Dumas, despite the 
claims to the contrary by his brothers. The CIA has also informed tbe Office of The 
Adjutant General that they have no record that indicates that Roger Dianas is in China. 

i. Ho positive evidence was ever received in the Department of the Army that 
Corporal Dumas was captured and became a prisoner of war. Full consideration was 
given to all information bearing on the absence of Corporal Dumas, including all 
records, reports and clrcuaat&nocs. The lapse of time without any information to 
support a presumption of survival led to the conclusion that Corporal Dumas was no 
longer alive. Therefore, under the provisions of Section 5 of the Act of 7 March 1942 
(Public Lav 490, 77th Congress) as amended (Missing Persons Act), the Secretary of the 
Army changed Corporal Dumas' status from missing in action to deceased. The finding 
did net establish an actual or probable date of death. As required by the law, the 
presumptive date or death, 26 February 1954, was established to terminate pay and 
allowances, settlement of accounts, end payment of death gratuities. 
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DAAG-PES Dumas, Roger A. 

RA 210<MS1 (9 Nov 79) 
SULJLCT: A3CHR Application 


2 1 NOV 19/S 
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2. It has been aetermined that there is no factual evidence to warrant reconsidera- 
tion by the Office of The Adjutant General of the missing in action status and pre- 
sumptive finding of death pertaining to Corporal Roger A. Dumas. Therefore, the only 
recourse for consideration of the request of the Dumas Family is through the Army 
Board for Correction of Military Records. 

3. Inclosed is the reconstructed OMPF with all inclosures that were maintained in the 


Office of The Adjutant General. 



FOR THE ADJUTANT GENERAL: 



REVIEW-Personal Affairs Dir, TAGCEhf 

2 Incl 

ANN B. SMITH 

COL, GS, DIRECTOR 

^..DIVISION CHIEF / 
* ACT 10 N OFFICES 

Added 1 Incl 

Colonel , GS 

(/ 

2. Reconstructed OMPF w/incls 

Director, Casualty and Memorial Affairs 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310 


22 Karch 1979 


Mr. Robert R. Dumas Sr. 
Hove Road 

Canterbury, CT 06331 


RE : Dianas, Roger A. 
RA21 004 481 


Dear Mr. Dumas: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of application for correction of military 
records. 

Please be advised that much time is involved in obtaining military 
records and staffing the application. Also, there is a large volume of 
other applications currently pending before the Board. In fairness to 
all, the Board acts on applications according to the dates they are 
received. ^ 

If the Board determines from a review of the application and military 
records that a formal hearing is authorized, all interested parties 
will be advised sufficiently in advance of such hearing to make adequate 
arrangements for presentation of the case. 

You are assured that the Board will consider the case as soon as circum- 
stances permit. Your cooperation in this matter will be appreciated, 
and you will be further informed regarding the Board's decision. Please 
advise the Board of any change of address. 

Sincerely yours, 

Raymond J. Williams 
Executive Secretary 
Board for Correction 
of Military Records 
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ROUTING AMD TKANfWrrr/u. SUP 


20 March 79 


TO: (Nrr'i. office symbol. room number, 
building. Agency /Post) 

, E.E. WILMETH - A3CMR, WASH. D.C. 


, REF: 


DUMAS ROGER A. 


^iOOAASl 


Initials Date 



Action 


File 


Note and Return 


Approval 


For Clearance 


Per Conversation 


As Requested 


For Correction 


Prepare Reply 


Circulate 


For Your Information 


See Ma 


Comment 


Investigate 


Signature 


Coordination 


Justify 




REMARKS 

PER TELEPHONE DISCUSSION ON 19 MARCH 1979 - 2:45PM 

Attached application received by our office 23 Feb 79. 
The record is charged out to: 

Ma j . England 

DAAG-PES-HQS-DA G &-*"**/ 

Forres tal Bldg 
Washington, D.C. 


Phone No: ^23r6315. / 3 4«/f gf 3 


DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, disposals, 
clearances, end similar actions 


FROM: (Name, org. symbol. Agency/ Post) 


Room No. — Bldg. 



ASAS 

I jA"n JJU Cl 

RCPAC-S t . Louis, MO 


Phone No. 

77BQ 

9041-102 

«J. W(M«n MitiTHW wrm *46 — 19— «403>-t 

OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76) 

fmcntwd by CSA 
FPWR (41 Crhi 101-1L20S 
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ra T1IR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

- .* : .. .^Iaecji 32, 19o7 

^ r '^ rx ? c! ' rfu * ) mi((<>f) (lie following concurrent resolution ; which was referred 

• * . - * • to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 


: CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 

Wicicas four hundred and fifty American prisoners of war in the 
lands of Communist- forces have not been repatriated or 
otherwise accounted for since the cessation of hostilities in 
’ Korea: .gnd : 

•* T 5 * 

Whereas under tlie tenns of the Korean armistice agreement all 
American prisoners of war should have been accounted for 
lortg before now; and 

Pereas the United States of America Las never acquiesced in 
actions by foreign nations which illegally deprive our citi- 
zens of their liberty ; and 

Whereas the historic policy of firmfy supporting the rights of 
American citizens should be continued: Now, therefore, he it 

1 Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate 

2 concurring), That it is the sense of the Congress that the 
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PRISONERS OF WAR TAKEN. BY THF< COMMUNISTS 


PRISONERS OF V 
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Cart R. ...... . 

jrzsir,^!. Jvba E., Jr.. 

tmz-*. F.lihvd 

Rid»'J O 

Lrcr.irrt XV. E_. 
^H5f3. J?o»M R..„ 

J.-iru-'a. L«:pj 

Mj too.. 


J.-crt. tividr K 

Hrrfro'rt 

V"i Id. Kin*** C 

Kh:. R»!ph K 

Vtorir. Ja:ar» F.. 

K'«u. Anthony 

KAS,f:MkT„ 


hiiicbi. 

DiiitfJ 

L» Jc-Q K.. 

lr+. EnH. 


Irriijtt. XXaJirr J 

llarlunch, OrviU F... 
UtctrfWW. BUitr.. 


U,-W. .(liffd. Jr.. ...... 

LKrtef, R»; V. ; 

.Vx'in;!. An;/ln S...... 

MiWi. lavhjt 

‘Tittlcjly, I>in=M L._ 


VtOw. Clrma. Jr._ 

McDjalrt, Wr.J-iin 

VrCVavrcB. 

V-ipbfr Nell XV 

.'Wrfj. Robert E 

K?rt«, Mvario.. 


Harry D 

Vwrlf, RhmcI F. 

Msac. MoImts 


Xaw»W, Ao;boiv J. 

N>»tro=*. John 
^ JtayzuAj J 

Verna. Ett; 



~-.rj.jaza I... 

• '-*Va. Tracy R— 

|«>?b DvoaW H.. 

N<*k«nb J 

«l«r. Charier B 

«»».Joha M„ Jr 

*»=«**. 5t x£t T J 

int M 

XV 

^»w», 1 ijrb B 

J*afw«L Royal XV 

£*»*. Roven D 

Z^PPer. T»al XV 

loader. XViillim d„ 

• -artn*. Cfi-sld o 

n 

Luther D„„ 

\>*P. Jame* XV 

r-^ard. ReVrt A 

j^JO.HUwhl 

x ~"- Utaraa J.... 

.: Carl C, Jr .... 
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EAP PRESS GUIDANCE 
May 29, 1990 


( NOT T O 


NORTH KOREA: WAR REM AINS 


Q: Any comment about Not Lh Korea's May 28 repatriation of 

American war remains to Congressman Montgomery? 

A: — THE U.S. GOVERNMENT APPRECIATES THE RETURN OF WAR 

REMAINS. WE RECOGNIZE THIS AS A POSITIVE STEP BY THE 
* 

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA. 


— IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT THIS IS THE FIRST RETURN '.OF 

REMAINS FROM NORTH KOREA SINCE 1954. WE HOPE THIS STEP 

WILL LEAD TO THE RETURN OF THE ADDITIONAL REMAINS OF 
* 

SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT UNDER THE UN FLAG IN THE KOREAN 
CONFLICT. OVER 8,000 AMERICANS ARE UNACCOUNTED FOR FROM 
THAT WAR. 
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— WE SUPPORT AND APPRECIATE THE ROLE PLAYED BY THE 
DELEGATION LED BY CONGRESSMAN SONNY MONTGOMERY. WE HAVE 
WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE CONGRESSMEN AND APPRECIATE THEIR 
EFFORTS AND COOPERATION. SEVERAL KOREAN WAR VETERANS 
GROUPS HAVE ALSO WORKED CONSTRUCTIVELY TOWARD THIS END. 

« 

— AS SECRETARY BAKER STATED TO THE SENATE FOREIGN 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE FEBRUARY Is "WE ARE LOOKING FOR A 
STEADY, RECIPROCAL PROCESS TOWARD BETTER RELATIONS BOTH 
BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA AND BETWEEN THE U.S. AND 
NORTH KOREA." THF. RETURN OF REMAINS IS A STEP IN THAT 


DIRECTION 
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Q: who received the remains? 

— THK UNITED NATIONS COMMAND AND THE CONGRESSIONAL 

DELEGATION .TOINTLY RECEIVED THE REMAINS. REPATRIATION 
WAS THROUGH THE MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION AT 
PANMUNJOM. 


THE RETURN OF DISCOVERED WAR REMAINS THROUGH THE 
MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION IS AN IMPORTANT ARMI6TICE 
OBLIGATION. 


Q: But thp North Korn 

signed for the remains 


nns say the Congressional 
and not the UN Command? 


delegation 


THE RECIPIENTS WERE THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AND 
THE UN COMMAND. UN COMMAND OFFICERS ACCOMPANIED THE 
CONGRESSMEN AT EACH STEP IN THE TRANSFER PROCEEDINGS. 


0* Who negotiated the transfer procedures? 

A: — DISCUSSIONS WERE HELD OVER MANY MONTHS IN SEVERAL 

CHANNELS : 


CONGRESSMAN MONTGOMERY HELD DISCUSSIONS WITH THE DPRK 
ON MISSION IN NEW YORK. THE STATE DEPARTMENT WORKED 
CLOSELY WITH HIM. 


- THE UN COMMAND SPOKE TO NORTH KOREAN ARMY COUNTERPARTS 
IN THE MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION. 
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in OUR MEETINGS WITH THE NORTH KOREANS IN BEIJING, WE 
URGED THE DPRK TO TURN OVER THE REMAINS. WE DID NOT 
USE THAT CHANNEL TO NEGOTIATE THE RETURN. 


- PRIVATE VETERANS GROUPS ALSO LET NORTH KOREA KNOW OF 
THEIR CONCERNS, AND INFORMED US OF THEIR DISCUSSIONS. 


0. (IF ASKED) Did the State Department particinate -in 
Congressman Montgomery's meetings with Nort" Kogans? 


A KOREA DESK OFFICER WAS PRESENT AS AN OBSERVER, HE 
ALSO ACCOMPANIED THE DELEGATION TO KOREA. 


HE DID NOT PARTICIPATE TN THE REPATRIATION PROCEEDINGS 
AT PANMUNJOM, SINCE THIS WA S NOT A GOVERNMENT— TO- 
GOVER NM E NT EX CHANGE. ■ DISCUSSIONS AT PANMUNJOM WERE 
HELD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE MILITARY ARMISTICE 
COMMISSION. 


Q: When did North Korea find these remains? 

A: — IN 1987 NORTH KOREA FIRST SAID IT HAD THE FIVE SETS OF 

REMAINS. IT AGREED TO RETURN THEM VIA THE MILITARY 
ARMISTICE COMMISSION IN JANUARY 1986. BUT IT REFUSED 
TO FOLLOW THROUGH WHEN THE U.S. PUT NORTH KOREA ON THE 

“TERRORIST LIST" FOR DESTROYING KOREAN AIRLINES FLIGHT 
658. 



Wil] the u. S. bo upgrading dialogue with North Korea? 

: — DISCUSSIONS DETWEEN U.S. AND UPRK POLITICAL COUNSELORS 

IN BFJJING WILT. CONTINUE. WE GRANTED PERMISSION FOR A 
DPRK UN MISSION OFFICIAL AND TWO DPRK ACADEMICIANS TO i 
VISIT WASHINGTON THIS MONTH FOR AN ACADEMIC CONFERENCB. 

" AS IN THF: PAST ' ANy FURTHER STEPS ON OUR PART WOULD BE 
TAKEN TN full CONSULTATION WITH THU REPUBLIC OF KOREA. 

what would it t<oke to normalize relations with North Korea? 
— IMPROVEMENT IN U.S. -DPRK RELATIONS DEPEND ON SEVERAL 

things, these include the need for substantive 

SOUTH-NORTH DIALOCUK, RESOLUTION OF THE TERRORISM 
ISSUE, INCLUDING CREDIBLE EVIDENCE THAT PYONGYANG DOES 
NOT SUPPORT TERRORISM, AND NORTH KOREAN CONCLUSION OF A 
NUCLEAR SAFEGUARDS AGREEMENT WITH THE INTERNATIONAL 
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY. 


Whnt will happen to with the romains now? 

THE FIVE SETS OF REMAINS, IN COFFINS DRAPED WITH THE UN 
FLAG, ARE BEING TRANSPORTED TO THE U.S. ARMY CENTRAL 
IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY IN HAWAII BY MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT TO TRY TO ESTABLISH INDIVIDUAL IDENTITIES. 


ONC^E IDENTIFIED^ THEY WILL DE TRANSPORTED TO THE AIR 
FORCE MORTUARY AT 'TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASe| CALIFORNIA, 
WHERE . THEY WILL Be\ HELD PENDING, DISPOSITION 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE NEXT OF KIN. 


— until the next of kin are notified, the names cannot be 
released. 
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SECDEF WASHINGTON DC/ /ASDCP A> : DPL/ / 

CINCUNC SEOUL KOR//PA// 

USCINCP AC HONOLULU HI//J032// 

INFO SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/P// 

AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC/ /D JS-PA/ J-5/ / 

COMUSKOREA SEOUL KS//PAJ// 

CHJUSMAG SEOUL KS 
DIA WASHINGTON DC 
CDRJCRC BARBERS PT HI 
CDR USACILHI FT SHAFTER HI 

UNCLAS 

SUB J : PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE - RETURN OF REMAINS 

A. FONECON OF MAJ ROGERS/O ASD CP A> : DPL WITH MR. KEN BAILES/ 

STATE DEPT EAP/P ON 25 MAY 1110 

1. REF A ADVISED SECSTATE WILL BE SENDING PRESS GUIDANCE VIA 
SEPARATE MESSAGE ON RETURN OF REMAINS BY NORTH KOREA AT PANMUNJOM 
ON 2fi MAY mo FOR USE AFTER CONFIRMATION OF EVENT. 

2. THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE IS PROVIDED: 

ASD : PA/ /ASD: IS ACE AP>// 

D JS-PA// 


MAJ S. ROGERS-. USMC-, PLANS NIGHT ACTION NOT REQUIRED 

OFFICER-, OASDCPA>:DPL/SR/ 

25 MAY *50/31075 

(bo 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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A. REFER QUERIES CONCERNING DETAILS OF CEREMONY AT PANMUNJOM 
TO UNCMAC PUBLIC AFFAIRS AT {011} 88-8-7H3-Mbb8. 

B. REFER GUERIES REGARDING ARRIVAL CEREMONY AT HICKAM AFB, HAWAII 
OR MATTERS REGARDING CILHI TO USCINCPAC PUBLIC AFFAIRS AT {608} 
M77-1357 {OR PA DUTY OFFICER CAN BE REACHED THROUGH USCINCPAC 
COMMAND CENTER AT {808} M77-S18b}. 

C. REFER QUERIES REGARDING EVENTS LEADING UP TO RETURN OF REMAINS 
OR DIPLOMATIC ISSUES TO AMEMBASSY SEOUL OR U.S. STATE DEPT. 

3. FOR CINCUNC PA: 

A. REGUEST YOU NOTIFY THE OASDCPA} DUTY OFFICER VIA TELEPHONE 
{BDE} b17-S131 IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE CEREMONY TO CONFIRM THE EVENT 
HAS OCCURRED AND TO PASS ON ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION. REGUEST 
YOU PROVIDE SIMILAR INFORMATION TO THE JOINT STAFF. 

B. REGUEST YOU PROVIDE TRANSCRIPTS OF PRESS CONFERENCES BY REP 
MONTGOMERY AND UNCMAC PERSONNEL ASAP VIA IMMEDIATE MESSAGE 

TO SECDEF , JOINT STAFF, SECSTATE, AND USCINCPAC. 

M . POC FOR PLANS IS MAJOR S. ROGERS, A V 883-1075 OR COMM {808} 
b13-10?5; POC FOR MEDIA GUERIES IS LCDR E.H. LUNDGUIST , AV 887- 
5131 OR COMM {808} b1?-S131. 


UNCLASSIFIED 



Public 

Information 

Series 



Public Affairs 
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uou Response to Unfounded Allegations that the U.S. Government Abandoned POWs In World 

War Band Korea 


This fact sheet is designed to respond to the many inquiries received by the Department of 
Defense (Do D) concerning allegations that American prisoners of World War II and the Korean War are 
still detained in the Soviet Union, China, or some other third country. Taken with its attachments, this 
document provides a more complete picture of this matter than would be possible in the course of 
individualized responses on this issue. 

Allegations that America has consistently disregarded the plight of our unaccounted for personnel 
and their families since World War II appeared in an August 13, 1987, Wall Street Journal article, 
"POWs: Four Decades of Abandonment." At the heart of the article’s arguments was the charge that in 
1945 the United States willfully allowed the Soviet Union to illegally detain 15,597 Americans 
previously interned in German prisoner of war camps. The article similarly charged that reports of 
American prisoners of war held in China and North Korea following the Korean War were systematically 
disregarded. 

The theme of World War II prisoners in Soviet hands was expanded in articles by James D. 
Sanders for other newspapers and journals, and in the materials prepared for the Legal Affairs 
Council-a political action organization which solicits contributions to further Mr. Sanders’ researches on 
this issue. . . 

The Department of Defense found these charges very surprising. The U.S. Government, including 
the military, is composed of people whose values and morals derive from the same heritage as their 
fellow citizens and who are sworn to support and defend the Constitution of the United States. These are 
not people who abandon their fellow citizens or consider them expendable. Furthermore, it is very 
difficult to believe that revelations such as those Mr. Sanders purported to make could have been 
concealed or covered up for this many years. 

Still, the seriousness of the allegations mandated an jn-depth review to determine the extent of 
their validity, if any. Defense Department officials and the U.S. Army Center of Military History 
conducted extensive research in the many thousands of linear feet of World War II records relevant to 
the issue. National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) personnel also lent their time and 
expertise to the research. 

In September 1988, NARA personnel and officials of the British Public Record Office in London 
located a series of World War II communications with a direct bearing on this matter. Photocopies of 
these documents are enclosed, but for the sake of clarity, the sequence of events may be summarized 
as follows. 

On May 29, 1945, the British Air Ministry Special Signals Office (AMSSO, as it appears on the 
messages) sent the Joint Staff Mission in Washington, DC, a message which appears to indicate 15,597 
Americans and 8,462 British personnel released by Marshal Tolbukhin were being detained by the 
Soviets. These specific numbers play a major role in the World War ll-era allegations. 

A subsequent message from the Joint Staff Mission, dated May 31 ,1945, expressed incredulity 
that these allied personnel were still in Soviet hands. At this juncture the British War Office transmitted 
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a message to Allied Forces Headquarters asking AFHQ to clarify whether their accounts referred to 
American and British citizens or Soviet nationals held by U.S. and British forces in Italy. 

The misunderstanding was finally corrected by a message from AFHQ dated June 3, 1945, which 
affirmed that the figures cited in the earlier messages referred to Soviet citizens held by U.S. and 
British forces. 

Further confirmation of the status of American POWs was discovered by NARA personnel in April 
1989. In the enclosed message signed by General Eisenhower on June 1 , 1945, the general notes that 
the 25,000 POWs reported in an earlier communication as being in Russian hands was an estimate as of 
May 19, 1945. He continued: 

It is now estimated that only small numbers of U.S. prisoners of war still 
remain in Russian hands. These no doubt are scattered singly and in small 
groups as no information is available of any large numbers in specific 
camps. 

Research on the Korean War aspects of the charges involves combing other very large bodies of 
records. Because there has been less historical work done on the Korean War than World War II, 
archivists have less familiarity with the documentation of the period. 

In addition, with respect to POW/MIA issues, the Korean War offers a unique situation. Men from 
fifteen allied nations as well as South Korea fought in conjunction with U.S. Forces on the Korean 
Peninsula under the United Nations Flag. Since the cease-fire ending hostilities in 1953, the United 
Nations Command (UNC) has continued to demand from the other side an accounting, in particular for the 
2,233 UNC soldiers-including 389 Americans-who were known to have been under enemy control. Yet 
neither they nor their remains have been returned. 

Since 1954 the UNC Military Armistice Commission (UNCMAC) has annually called for the 
Korean Peoples Army/Chinese Peoples Volunteers (KPA/CPV)jg. account -tor UNC POWs. The UNC has 
requested the repatriation of United Nations war dead numerous times beginning in 1982. In August 
1986 the UNC passed new information to the North which included maps/charts of 13 POW canps and a 
POW hospital, 291 air crash sites (total of 301 personnel unaccounted for), and the list of 2,233 UNC 
POWs and 18 foreign nationals never repatriated. So far, the other side has yet to give a reasonable 
response to the UN appeal to account for the UNC POWs and return the remains of the men who fought in 
defense of freedom in Korea. However, in 1988 the North Korean Government announced holding the 
remains of two Americans, declining thus far to repatriate them. This lack of humanitarian cooperation 
will not blunt our determination to pursue the issue. 

It is also worth noting that the circumstances of the erid of the Korean conflict were not as 
described in the August 13, 1987, Wall Street Journal article cited above. The United States did not 
“fail to win on the battlefield* in Korea. The successes of the United Nations Command in the Korean 
War and the continued U.S. presence on the Korean peninsula have assisted the forces of the Republic 
of Korea (ROK) in deterring further communist aggression. ROK and U.S. Armed Forces have also 
provided the shield behind which the ROK’s industrial growth has taken place and which has led to its 
progress towards democratization and current economic success. 

We hope this information provides a clearer understanding of these important issues. 
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INFO SECDEF WASHINGTON OC//OASD- I S A-PW-M I A// 
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UNCLAS //N03000// 

MSG I D/SYS .RRM/USC I NCPAC J3/14321 33/MAY/SSS// 

REF/A/RMG/USC I NCPAC J 3/9005 1 8/2033Z// 

AMPN/SUBJ: REPATRIATION CEREMONY SUPPORT, 29 MAY 90 // 

RMKS/1. REF REQUESTS USCINCPACAF TO CONDUCT APPROPRIATE JOINT 
CEREMONY ON 29 MAY 90 TO HONOR THE RETURN OF FIVE (5) U.S. WAR DEAD 
FROM NORTH KOREA *DPRK) . 

2. THE CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON VETERAN’S AFFAIRS, 
CONGRESSMAN "SONNY" MONTGOMERY, WILL ATTEND THE CEREMONY. 

CONGRESSMAN MONTGOMERY’S CODEL OF SEVEN OTHER CONGRESSMEN WILL ALSO 
ATTEND. SEVERAL SENIOR CIVILIAN OFFICIALS AND MILITARY OFFICERS 
(FLAG RANK) ARE ALSO EXPECTED TO ATTEND. AS MANY AS 100-150 PERSONS 
COULD RESPOND TO HIS INVITATION AND ATTEND, IN ADDITION TO THE NORMAL 
ATTENDANCE BY INTERESTED ACTIVE DUTY PERSONNEL. IN VIEW OF THIS, 
PLEASE ARRANGE SEATING FOR 100-1 50 PERSONS. 

3. CONGRESSMAN MONTGOMERY DESIRES TO HOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE 
BASE OPERATIONS BLDG FOLLOWED BY REFRESHMENTS FOR VIPS IN THE DV 
LOUNGE IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE CEREMONY. REFRESHMENTS CONSISTING OF 
NON-ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, NUTS, AND CHIPS WILL BE PAID FOR BY THE 
CODEL/C i NCPAC . REQUEST YOU PROVIDE APPROPRIATE SUPPORT.// BT 
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IMMEDIATE/PRIORITY ZYUW RUEHCAA053? 1452228 

0 P 252228Z HAY 90 
FM 5EC5TATE WA5HDC 

TC SACINCUNC K5 IMMEDIATE USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI IMMEDIATE 

AMEN8A55Y SEOUL MEDIATE 9656 JCS WASHDC PRIORITY 3136 
CHJUSMAG SEOUL IS PRIORITY 
C0MUSK0REA SEOUL IS/ /CC/BJ/CJ/EJ/PAJ/SJS// PRIORITY 
OIA WASHDC PRIORITY 5EC0EF WASHDC//USOP PRIORITY 

CIL FTSHAFTER HI PRIORITY JCRC BARBERS POINT HI PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIJING PRIORITY 65B8 AMEHBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 3113 
AMEN8ASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 3900 

UNCIAS SECTION 01 OF 02 STATE 170537 

SECDEF ALSO FOR OOO/PA; SEOUL ALSO FOR USIS 

E.O. 12356: Rt/A 
TAGS: OPRC OVIP KN 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE - RETURN OF REMAINS BY NORTH KOREA 

1. FOLLOWING IS DEPARTMENT PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR 
USE AFTER THE TURNOVER OF REMAINS BY NORTH KOREA ON MAY 
28. THE GUIDANCE IS ALSO FOR USE BY OOO. EMBASSY SEOUL, 

AND MILITARY AODRESSEES. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

Q: ANY COMMENT ABOUT NORTH KOREA’S MAY 28 REPATRIATION OF 
AMERICAN WAR REMAINS TO CONGRESSMAN MONTGOMERY? 

A: THE U.S. GOVERNMENT APPRECIATES THE RETURN OF WAR 
REMAINS. WE RECOGNIZE THIS AS A POSITIVE STEP BY THE 
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA. 

IMS SIGNIFICANT THAT THIS IS THE FIRST RETURN OF REMAINS 
FROM NORTH KOREA SINCE 1954. WE HOPE THIS STEP WILL LEAD 
TO THE RETURN OF THE ADDITIONAL REMAINS OF SOLDIERS WHO 
FOUGHT UNDER THE UN FLAG IN THE KOREAN CONFLICT. OVER 
8.000 AMERICANS ARE UNACCOUNTED FOR FROM THAT WAR. 

WE SUPPORT AND APPRECIATE THE -ROLE PLAYED BY THE 
DELEGATION LED BY CONGRESSMAN SONNY MONTGOMERY. WE HAVE 
WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE CONGRESSMEN AND APPRECIATE THEIR 
EFFORTS AND COOPERATION. SEVERAL KOREAN WAR VETERANS 
GROUPS HAVE ALSO WORKED CONSTRUCTIVELY TOWARD THIS END. 

THE GOVERWENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA HAS FULLY 
SUPPORTED OUR EFFORTS. WE HAVE CONSULTED CLOSELY WITH THE 
ROKG ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR THIS HUMANITARIAN RETURN OF 
REMAINS. 

AS SECRETARY BAKER STATED TO THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE FEBRUARY 1: "WE ARE LOOKING FOR A STEADY, 

RECIPROCAL PROCESS TOWAH) BETTER RELATIONS BOTH BETWEEN 
NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA AM) BETWEEN THE U.S. AND NORTH 
KOREA." THE RETURN OF REMAINS IS A STEP IN THAT DIRECTION. 

Q: WHO RECEIVED THE KURINS? 

A: THE UNITED NATIQMS OOMAK) AND THE CONGRESSIONAL 
DELEGATION JOINTLY RECEIVED THE REMAINS. REPATRIATION WAS 
THROUGH THE MILITARY AfMISTICE COMMISSION AT PAWUNJCM. 


JOINT STAFf 34 

ACTION USDPrFILE(l) (U.6.7.8.F) 

INFO CJCSH) DJ5:{1) DJS(l) SJS(l) NIDS(l) J5(2) 

DUAL CONTROL! 1) SECOEF-N(l) USDA:PSL(1) USDA:IP(2) 

ASD:PA(1) U$DP:EAP(3) U$0P:DSAA{4) U5DP:PPFS( 1) 

U5DP:TNF(1) U$0P:IEEA{1) USDP:NPP(1) USDP:NA(1) 

ED(1) OI-PA(l) WIC<1) DB-5C2 ( 1 ) JSI-3C{1) DAT-3{1) 

0E*2AP(1) DIA(l) 

♦USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACD ILL AFB FL 
♦MAC INTEL CEN SCOTT AFB IL//IN// 

♦SAFE 

♦DUOS 


THE RETURN Of DISCOVERED WAR REMAINS THROUGH THE MILITARY 
ARMISTICE COMMISSION 1$ AN IMPORTANT ARMISTICE OBLIGATION. 

Q: BUT THE NORTH KOREANS SAY THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 
SIGNED FOR THE REMAINS AND NOT THE UN COMMAND? 

A: THE RECIPIENTS WERE THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AND 
THE UN COWAND. UN CQN4ANO OFFICERS ACCOMPANIED THE 
CONGRESSMEN AT EACH STEP IN THE TRANSFER PROCEEDINGS. 

Q: WHO NEGOTIATED THE TRANSFER PROCEDURES? 

A: DISCUSSIONS WERE HELD OVER NAVY MOUTTHS IN SEVERAL 
CHANNELS: 

CONGRESSMAN MONTGOMERY HELD DISCUSSIONS WITH THE DPRK UN 
MISSION IN NEW YORK. THE STATE DEPARTMENT WORKED CLOSELY 
WITH HIM. 

THE UN COMMAttO SPOKE TO NORTH KOREAN ARMY COUNTERPARTS IN 
THE MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION. 

IN OUR MEETINGS WITH THE NORTH KOREANS IN BEIJING WE 
URGED THE DPRK TO TURN OVER THE REMAINS. WE DID NOT USE 
THAT CHANNEL TO NEGOTIATE THE RETURN. 

PRIVATE VETERANS GROUPS ALSO LET NORTH KOREA KNOW OF THEIR 
CONCERNS. AND INFORMED US Of THEIR DISCUSSIONS. 

Q: (IF ASKED) DIO THE STATE DEPARTMENT PARTICIPATE IN 
CONGRESSMAN MONTGOMERY’S MEETINGS WITH NORTH KOREANS? 

A: A KOREA DESK OFFICER WAS PRESENT AS AN OBSERVER. HE 
ALSO ACCOMPANIED THE DELEGATION TO KOREA. 

HE DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE REPATRIATION PROCEEDINGS AT 
BT 

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 02 STATE 170537 

SECDEF ALSO FOR DOO/PA: SEOUL ALSO FOR USIS 

PAWUNJOM, SINCE THIS WAS NOT A GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT 
EXCHANGE. DISCUSSIONS AT PAMUNJON WERE HELD UNDER THE 
AUSPICES Of THE MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION. 

Q: WHEN DID NORTH KOREA FIND THESE REMAINS? 

A: IN 1967 NORTH KOREA FIRST SAID IT HAD THE FIVE SETS OF 
REMAINS. IT AGREED TO RETURN THEM VIA THE MILITARY 
ARMISTICE COMMISSION IN JANUARY 1988. BUT IT REFUSED TO 
FOLLOW THROUGH WHEN THE U.S. PUT NORTH KOREA ON THE 
'TERRORIST LIST" FOR DESTROYING KOREAN AIRLINES FLIGHT 85B. 

Q: WILL THE U.S. BE UPGRADING OlALQGUE WITH NORTH KOREA? 

A: DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN U.S. AND DPRK POLITICAL COUNSELORS 
IN BEIJING WILL CONTINUE. WE GRANTED PERMISSION FOR A 
DPRK UN MISSION OFFICIAL AND TWO OPRK ACADEMICIANS TO 
VISIT WASHINGTON THIS MONTH FOR AN ACADEMIC CONFERENCE. 

AS IN THE PAST. ANY FURTHER STEPS ON OUR PART WOULD BE 
TAKEN IN FULL CONSULTATION WITH THE REPIBL1C OF KOREA. 

Q: WHAT WOULD IT TAKE TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH NORTH 

KOREA? 

A; IMPROVEMENT IN U.S. -DPRK RELATIONS DEPEND ON SEVERAL 
THINGS. THESE INCLUDE THE NEED FOR SUBSTANTIVE 
SOUTH-NORTH DIALOGUE. RESOLUTION OF THE TERRORISM ISSUE, 
INCLUDING CREDIBLE EVIDENCE THAT PYONGYANG DOES NOT 
SUPPORT TERRORISM. AND NORTH KOREAN CONCLUSION OF A 
NUCLEAR SAFEGUARDS AGREEMENT WITH THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC 
ENERGY AGENCY. 

Q: WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO WITH THE REMAINS NOW? 
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A: THE FIVE SETS OF REMAINS, IN COFFINS ORAPED WITH THE UN 
FLAG, ARE BEING TRANSPORTED TO THE U.S. ARMY CENTRAL 
IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY IN HAWAII BY MILITARY AIRCRAFT 
TO TRY TO ESTABLISH INDIVIDUAL IDENTITIES. 

UNTIL THE NEXT OF KIN ARE NOTIFIED, THE NAMES CANNOT BE 
RELEASED. 

3. END TEXT. 

* THE DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS THAT DOO IS ASKING THE UN 
COMAND TO NOTIFY WASHINGTON UPON THE RETURN OF REMAINS 
AND TO PROVIDE A TRANSCRIPT OF ANY REMARKS BY CONGRESSMAN 
MONTGOMERY OR THE UN COMAND. IN LIGHT OF INTEREST HERE 
IN LEARNING WHAT TRANSPIRES AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE ANYTHING THE EMBASSY COULD DO TO HELP. 
BAKER BT 
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1 President, through his own offices, and those o f the Secra - 

2 t ary of Sta te an d the Secretary of Defense, should make the 

3 return of the four hundred and fifty American prisoners of. 

4 war still imprisoned by Communist forces the foremost ob- 

5 jeetive of the foreign policy of the United States. 
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SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//ASD |PA):DPl// 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/PA// 

JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON 0C//0JS-PA/J-5//F//PA// 

UNCLAS 

SECTIO*? 00! OF 002 

SUBJECT : TRANSCRIPT FROM PANMUNJON ON RETURN OF REMAINS 

1. REP MONTGOMERY INTRODUCES REP TRAILER, SOLOMON. MCCLOSKEY 
BIL8RAY, CAMPBELL AND WELDON . 

2. STUMP: THANK YOU MR. CHAIRMAN. I THINK THAT OUR CHAIRMAN SAID 
IT ALL WEN HE SAID THAT WE SINCERELY HOPE THAT THIS OPENS THE DOOR 
FOR FUTURE ASSOCIATIONS AND THAT WE WIU SEE THE RETURN OF MANY MORE 
OF OUR MEN THAT ARE MISSING IN ACTION. THANK YOU. 

3. MONTGOMERY: WE’RE READY FOR QUESTIONS. 

QI. HOW IMPORTANT A GESTURE IS THIS FROM NK DO YOU THINK 
CONGRESSMAN? 

Al. MONTGOMERY: I'LL TACKLE THAT ONE. I THINK IT’S A VERY 
IMPORTANT GESTURE AND WE CERTAINLY HOPE THIS WILL OPEN THE DOOR FOR 
MORE AMERICAN REMAINS TO COME BACK TO THE UNITED STATES FOR PROPER 

BURIAL - AND AS FOR BETTER RELATIONS BETWEEN OUtf TWO COUNTRIES, WE 
CERTAINLY HOPE THAT WILL TAKE PLACE. BUT ACTUALLY THAT WILL HAVE TO 
BE LEFT UP TO THE PRESIDENT Of THE UNITED STATES AND THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT. 

02. WHEN DO YOU THINK WILL BE THE NEXT CONTACT FOR FURTHER RETURNS 
NEGOTIATIONS? 

A2: MONTGOMERY: WELL. TO ANSWER ANOTHER QUESTION. WE WOULD HOPE - 
TALKING TO OUR IDENTIFICATION PEOPLE HERE WITH US TODAY THAT CAME IN 
FROM HONOLULU THAT WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY THOSE TWO AMERICANS 
THAT HAD THE DOG TAGS IN THE BOXES - HAVE THEM (HIM) PROPERLY 
IDENTIFIED WITHIN A MONTH. AND IT COULD TAKE SIX MONTHS ON THE 
OTHER THREE REMAINS. BUT WE BELIEVE, AT LEAST THE IDENTIFICATION 
LABORATORY IN HONOLULU BELIEVES, THAT MAYBE WITHIN THE NEXT SIX 
MONTHS THE OTHER THREE COULD BE IDENTIFIED. 

WE HAVE NO IDEA WHEN THERE WILL BE A POSSIBILITY OF MEETING AGAIN 
TO RECEIVE REMAINS. 

I BELIEVE THAT THERE IS A POSSIBILITY WE COULD GET MORE REMAINS 
FROM THE EXPERIENCE WE’VE HAD IN VIETNAM. WE HAD 1800 MISSING IN 
VIETNAM * B, 000 IN KOREA. AND WE HAD RETURNED BACK TO THE STATES 

FROM VIETNAM AROUND OVER 200. SO IT WOULD SEEM THAT WE HAVE A GOOD 
POSSIBILITY THE NORTH KOREANS KXJLD GO AND LOOK AT THESE VARIOUS 
SITES AND BRING THESE AMERICANS IN - THERE WILL BE MORE RECOVERIES. 
Q3. IS THERE ANY EVIDENCE OF ANY LIVE POWS IN NORTH KOREA? 

A3: MONTGOMERY: YOU WANT TO GO AND ANSWER THAT FRANK MCCLOSKEY OF 
IND? 

MCCLOSKEY: I MIGHT SAY THAT I’VE HAD SEVERAL CONVERSATIONS WITH 
NORTH KOREAN OFFICIALS IN THE LAST SIX MONTHS AND UPON QUESTIONING 
THEY WILL SAY THEY HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF LIVE AMERICANS IN NORTH 
VIETNAM. EXCUSE ME NORTH KOREA. BUT THE SIMPLE FACT IS THAT THEY 
HAVE TO HAVE A KNOWLEDGE OF THE DISPOSITION OF A PREPONDERANCE OF 
OUR MISSING SOLDIERS. OUR STATE DEPARTMENT AND DEFENSE DEPARTMENT 
HAVE REPORTS Of PEOPLE II THE PON CAMPS - PEOPLE SEEN BEING MOVED IN 
CAPTIVITY THAT IN EFFECT HAVE JUST DISAPPEARED INTO HISTORY AND AT 
THE VERY MINIMUM THEY WOULD COOPERATE ON THE HUNDREDS OF OTHER SETS 
OF REMAINS THAT THEY'VE ALHEADY IMPLIED TO ME THAT THEY HAVE ACCESS 
TO. SO I THIM THEY COUU ANSWER A LOT Of QUESTIONS IF THEY WANT TO 
CONTINUE THEIR HUMANITARIAN GESTURE. 

6ILBRAY: I’D LIKE TO SAY ON THAT - IN DEALING ORIGINALLY REP. 

MCCLOSKEY AND I MET WITH THE SOVIET COHITTEE ON DEFENSE AND 
NATIONAL SECURITY AND THEY WERE THE ONES THAT HELPED US IN OUR 
PURSUITS Of THIS AND THE SOVIETS HAVE TOLD ME IN INQUIRING OF THE 
NORTH KOREANS THAT THE NORTH KOREANS HAVE ALSO TOLD THEM THAT THERE 
ARE NO LIVE MIAS IN NORTH KOREA. AND I THINK THAT BETWEEN WHAT 
THEY’VE SAID AMO WHAT WE’VE FOUND OUT AND THE AMOUNT OF YEARS THAT 
ARE INVOLVED THAT IT’S HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT THERE ARE ANY LIVE 
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PRISONERS FROM THE KOREAN WAR. 

Q4: DURING HIS PRESS CONFERENCE. THE NORTH KOREAN DELEGATE SAID 
FUTURE RETURN OF U.S. REMAINS WILL DEPENO ON THE POSITION OF THE 
UNITED STATES. SO WHAT DO YOU THINK WILL BE THE U.S. STAND OR 
POSITION ON FUTURE (INAUDIBLE) 

A4: MONTGOMERY: WELL I WOULD HOPE THE NORTH KOREANS WOULDN’T TIE 
IN THE HUMANITARIAN GESTURE OF RETURNING AMERICAN REMAINS TO 
SOMETHING ELSE PERTAINING TO DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 

I HOPE THAT WULON’T BE TIED TOGETHER. IT SHOULDN'T BE TIED 
TOGETHER. BUT I DO GO BACK ANO RECALL WHAT SECRETARY BAKER SAIO 
TESTIFYING BEFORE THE UNITED STATES SENATE SEVERAL MONTHS AGO. HIS 
WISH IS WE COULD GET BETTER RELATIONS BETWEEN NORTH KOREA AND THE 

UNITED STATES. THAT WILL HAVE TO BE DONE BY THE PRESIDENT ANO BY 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

MONTGOMERY: I MIGHT CALL ON MR. CURT WELDON. ONE OF THESE 
REMAINS HAVE BEEN TENTATIVELY IDENTIFIED AS FROM HIS DISTRICT HE 
MIGHT WANT TO COMMEMT ON IT. 

WELDON: THANK YOU MR. CHAIRMAN. LET ME JUST START OFF BY SAYING 
ON BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE DELEGATION ANO THE ENTIRE CONGRESS WE ARE 
INDEBTED TO CHAIRMAN MONTGOMERY FOR ORGANIZING THE TAKING OF THESE 
REMAINS. IT'S A HISTORIC DAY FOR AMERICANS ANO ALL OF OUR VETERANS 
- THAT WE BRING THESE FIVE HEROES HOME FOR A HEROES WELCOME AND THEY 
WILL GET THAT WHEN THEY GET BACK TO AMERICA. IT'S A VERY SOLEMN DAY 
FOR ME BECAUSE WE FOUND OUT JUST YESTERDAY THAT ONE OF THE FIVE IS 
FROM A MUE-AND-A-HALF FROM MY HOME GREW UP LITERALLY A 
MILE-AWD-A-HALF FROM WHERE I WAS BORN AND RAISED. 

I TALKED TO THE FAMILY ANO WE’LL BE COORDINATING THE APPROPRIATE 
RETURN TO AMERICA OF HIS REMAINS. 

Q5: WHAT’S HIS NAME? 

A5: WELDON: HIS NAME IS ARTHUR l. SEATON. 

MONTGOMERY: I’D LIKE TO COWENT THAT THE AMERICAN WAR VETERAN’S 

ASSOCIATION. TOM GREGORY Of THE KOREAN WAR VETERANS - AMERICAN 
KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION, WORKED VERY CLOSELY WITH THIS 
DELEGATION IN PUTTING THIS ALL TOGETHER - A LOT OF THE CREDIT GOES 
TO THIS AMERICAN. KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION WHO’RE TRYING TO 
BRING PROPER RECOGNITION TO. THE AMERICANS WHO’VE FALLEN IN KOREA AND 
THAT PROPER RECOGNITION HAS NOT COME FOR 40-YEARS. 

06: WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE NORTH KOREAN MOTIVATION FOR MAKING 
THIS GESTURE NOW, ANO WHAT ARE THEY AFTER ANO HAVE THEY SAID 
ANYTHING ABOUT WHAT THEY WANT? 

A6: MONTGOMERY: THEY HAVEN’T TOLD ME WHAT THEY WANT. MAINLY CRJR 
JOB IS TO TRY TO GET THESE - MORE REMAINS FROM THE NORTH KOREANS AND 
AS FAR AS GOOD RELATIONS DOWN THE LINE. THAT CERTAINLY WILL HAVE TO 
BE LEFT UP TO THE PRESIDENT AND TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

MAYBE ONE MORE QUESTION AND WE’LL MOVE ON. 

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: I HAVE ONE C0MENT ON THAT BOTH CONGRESSMAN 
MCCLOSKEY AND I SPOKE WITH THE NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED 
NATIONS AND HE DID SAY (BOTH) THAT THEY WANTED BETTER RELATIONS WITH 
BT 

UNCLAS 

FINAL SECTION OF 002 

SUBJECT: TRANSCRIPT FROt PANMUNJOM ON RETURN OF REMAINS 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ANO WOULD LIKE TO BE REMOVED FROM THE 

TERRORIST CLASSIFICATION. 

4. MONTGOMERY: I’D LIKE TO THANK DICK ADAMS OF THE KOREAN/AMERICAN 
VETERANS ASSOCIATION. ALONG WITH GENERAL STILLWELL. WHO WAS 
COMMANDER BACK IN THE 50’S (SIC 70 S) AND WE ALSO HAVE AN INTEREST 
IN THE U.N. ALLIES WHO FOUGHT OVER HERE - THAT THEIR REMAINS ALSO BE 
RETURNED IF THEY ARE LOCATED. 

WE HAVE A CONGRESSMAN WHO WAS OVER HERE WHEN HE WAS 16 YEARS OF 
AGE MR. CAMPBELL ’WHITEHORSE’ CAMPBELL. HE’D LIKE TO COMMENT. 

5. CAMPBELL: I'M BEN ’WHITEHORSE’ CAMPBELL FROM COLORADO ANO I 
GUESS I’M THE ONLY ONE WITH THE DELEGATION WHO WAS ACTUALLY OVER 
HERE DURING THE COMBAT. I WAS AN IB YEAR OLD AIR FORCE CORPORAL AND 
THIS IS THE FIRST TIKE BACK FOR 38 YEARS FOR ME ANO IT CERTAINLY HAS 
BEEN A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE COMING BACK TO A COUNTRY THAT IS SO FUiL 
OF VIBRANCY AND STRENGTH ANO HAVE REBUILT THEIR COUNTRY TO THE 
DEGREE THAT THEY HAVE IN SOUTH KOREA. I LOST A COUPLE OF VERY 
CLOSE. PERSONAL FRIENDS DURING THAT WAR AND IT’S BEEN A VERY 
NOSTALGIC TRIP FOR ME TO COME BACK AND AS I LOOKED IN THOSE COFFINS 

I THOUGHT THAT PERHAPS ONE OR TWO OF THE UNIDENTIFIED ONES MAY HAVE 
BEEN MY FRIENDS. THANK YOU MR. CHAIRMAN. 

6. MONTGOMERY; LET ME CLOSE BY SAYING WE’VE HAD COOPERATION FRi* 
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THE SOUTH KOREAN GOVERWENT ON THIS MISSION AND THE MEMBERS NHL BE 
AROUND FOR ABOUT THREE OR FOUR MINUTES IF YOU WANT TO INTERVIEW 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS. 

1 . THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR COMING OUT TODAY 
BT BT 
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UNCLAS EFTO 
SECTION 001 OF 003 

SUBJ: AFTER ACTION REPORT: COOEL MONTGOMERY AND RETURN OF 
KOREAN WAR REMAINS 

A. SECSTATE (144505) 050322Z MAY 90 S), SUBJ: NORTH KOREA 
AGREES TO RETURN WAR REMAINS MAY 28 (U) 

B. SECSTATE (151526) U0224Z HAY 90 (S). SUBJ: KOREAN WAR 
REMAINS: STATE OF PLAY AS OF MAY 10 (U) 

C. SECSTATE (154609) 142301Z MAY 90 (S), SUBJ: RETURN OF 
KOREAN WAR REMAINS: PROCEDURAL ISSUES (U) 

D. 14. 15. AND 16 NAY 90 TELECOMS BETWEEN MAJ GORMAN. 000/ISA, 

AND MAJ FUNK/COL TALLEY. UNCNAC. (U) 

E. SECSTATE (156740) 160046Z MAY 90 (S). SUBJ: COOEL 
MONTGOMERY; REPATRIATION SCENARIO (U) 

F. CINCUNC 160743Z NAY 90 C). SUBJ: COOEL MONTGOMERY AND 
RETURN OF KOREAN WAR REMAINS (U) 

G. SECSTATE (164051) 220205Z MAY 90 (S). SUBJ: OPRK SEEKS TO 
LIMIT MAC ROLE DURING REMAINS EXCHANGE U) 

H. SECSTATE (165663) 230125Z MAY 90 C). SUBJ: MAY 21 MEETING 
WITH REP MONTGWERY: AGREEMENT ON REMAINS TURNOVER PROCEDURES(U) 

I. BETWEEN 1100 TO 1145 HOURS. 2B MAY 1990. NORTH KOREA (NX) 
RETURNED FIVE SETS OF UNC KOREAN WAR REMAINS AND EFFECTS TO A 
COMBINED CONGRESSIONAL/UNCMAC DELEGATION AT THE JOINT SECURITY 
AREA, PANNUNJOM. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME SINCE 1954 THAT 
TRANSFER OF KOREAN WAR REMAINS HAS OCCURRED. THE UNC‘$ 

REPATRIATION ACTIVITIES WERE DIGNIFIED. CONDUCTED WITH 
SOLEMNITY. AND WITHOUT INCIDENT. REMAINS AND EFFECTS HAVE BEEN 
EVACUATED TO HAWAII (29 MAY, 2054 HOURS LOCAL) IN THE CUSTODY 
OF THE U.S. ARMY’S CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY (CIL). 

THE NORTH KOREANS ARE USING THE REMAINS ISSUE TO EXPAND AND 
IMPROVE ITS RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. 

2. PRELIMINARY MEETINGS. ON 15, 25. AND 26 MAY. THE UNCMAC 
SECRETARY, COLONEL JAMES TALLEY, MET WITH THE KPA/CPV MAC 
SECRETARY, SR COL KIM RYON KI, TO DISCUSS THE PROCEDURES TO BE 
USED ON 28 MAY IN THE MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY. 

A. THE KPA PROVIDED THE UNC PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE FIVE SETS OF 
REMAINS AND THE EFFECTS ALLEGEDLY FOUND WITH THE REMAINS. 

ACCOMPANYING THE PHOTOGRAPHS WERE WRITTEN DESCRIPTIONS OF THE 
EFFECTS. ALONG WITH DATES AND LOCATIONS WHERE THE REMAINS WERE 
EXHUMED. ONE UNIDENTIFIED SET OF REMAINS WAS EXHUMED IN MAY 
1987 FROM NIDANGRI. TOSAN COUNTY, NORTH MWANGHAE PROVINCE. 

NORTH KOREA; ARTIFACTS INDICATE HE WAS A USAF PILOT. THE OTHER 
FOUR REMAINS WERE EXHWED IN JULY 1987 FROM NAMJONGGU, SUAN 
COUNTY. NORTH HWANGHAE PROVINCE, NORTH KOREA. TWO OF THESE 
FOUR REMAINS WERE IDENTIFIED AS JACK J. SAUNDERS. 0-968472. AND 
ARTHUR L. SEATON. RA-57200941; THE TWO OTHERS WERE 
UNIDENTIFIED. THE K*TN KOREANS HAO ACKNOWLEDGED ON 2 FEBRUARY 
1986 THAT THEY WERE HOLDING SAUNDERS’ AND SEATON’S REMAINS. 

(SEE CINCUNC MSG 02130QZ FEB 88, AND CINCUNC 0308452 FEB 88). 
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B. THE TWO SECRETARIES ALSO DISCUSSED THE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 
(MEETING AT 1100 HOURS. 28 MAY, IN THE MAC CONFERENCE BUILDING 
VIEW THE REMAINS; ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF THE REMAINS: PASS THE 
REMAINS) FOR THE DAY'S ACTIVITIES. THE DPRK REPRESENTATIVE Li 
SONG HO, AND THE SENIOR US CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
CONGRESSMAN G.V. 'SONNY* MONTGOMERY. WERE TO BE THE SIGNATORIES 
TO THE ’CONFIRMATORY NOTE.* 

3. THE MEETING. AT 1104 HOURS. 28 MAY. COLONEL TALLEY AND REP 
G.V. ’SONNY* MONTGOMERY (D-HSO LED A COOEL CONSISTING OF REP 
GERALD SOLOMON (R-NY). REP BOB TRAXLER (D-MI). REP FRANK 
MCCLOSKEY (D-IN), REP JAMES H. BILBRAY (0-NV). REP CURT WELDON 
(R-PA). REP BOB STUMP (R-AZ) AND REP BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL 
(D-CO), INTO THE MILITARY ARMISTICE CttWSSION CONFERENCE 
BUILDING TO BEGIN PROCEEDINGS FOR THE REMAINS TRANSFER. THE 
DPRK REPRESENTATIVE. LI SONG HO. SPOKE FIRST. BRIEFLY WELCOMING 
THE COOEL AND INTRODUCING THE THREE PARLIAMENTARIANS (DPRK 
SUPREME PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY MEMBERS) AT THE TABLE WITH HIM. REP 
MONTGOMERY INTRODUCED HIS COOEL MEMBERS AND REVIEWED THE 
OPRK-PREPARED DOCUMENTS, AGREEING TO THEN AS PRESENTED. THERE 
WERE TWO ENGLISH AND TW KOREAN ORIGINALS. MR LI BRIEFLY 
EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THIS CEREMONY WOULD MARI THE BEGINNING OF 
UNITED STATES - DPRK COOPERATION AND REQUESTED THAT THE REMAINS 
IDENTIFICATION AND SIGNING BE CONOUCTEO BEFORE FURTHER 
STATEMENTS WERE MADE. ALL AGREED, AND THE MEETING RECESSED 
BRIEFLY BEFORE THE TW GROUPS MET AT THE MILITARY DEMARCATION 
LINE MOL) TO PROCEED TO THE NORTHERN HALF OF THE JSA TO REVIEW 
THE REMAINS. 

4. THE INSPECTION. A. THE MEETING RECONVENED IMMEDIATELY ST 
THE MILITARY DEMARCATION LINE BETWEEN THE MAC CONFERENCE 
BUILDING AND THE NEUTRAL NATIONS SUPERVISORY CWISSION 
CONFERENCE BUILDING. THE DPRK REPRESENTATIVE. ACCOMPANIED BY 
HIS DELEGATION, ESCORTED THE COOEL AND UNCMAC PARTY ACROSS THE 
MDL INTO THE NORTHERN YARD OF THE JSA. IN FRONT OF THE KPA’S 
PANHUNGAK BUILDING. WHERE THE FIVE REMAINS AND EFFECTS WERE 
REVIEWED. IN QNE-BY-ONE FASHION. MR LI READ A DESCRIPTION OF 
THE REMAINS AND WHEN THEY WERE EXHUMED. AND DISPLAYED THE 
REMAINS AND EFFECTS AT EACH CASKET. THE 150 PRESS PRESENT 
SURGED IN AND AROUND THE COFFINS AND COOEL THROUGHOUT THE 
VIEWING. 

B. AFTER THE FIFTH CASKET WAS VIEWED, THE PARTIES REENTERED 
THE MAC 8UILOING FROM THEIR RESPECTIVE SIDES. AT 1119 HOURS. 

THE TWO KOREAN AND TWO ENGLISH COPIES OF THE RECEIPT WERE THEN 
SIGNED BY REP MONTGOMERY AND LI SONG HO. AFTER THE SIGNING 
ONE COPY OF EACH LANGUAGE WAS KEPT BY BOTH SIGNATORIES REP 
MONTGOMERY LATER HAD HIS COPIES SIGNED BY THE OTHER COOEL 
MEMBERS). A COPY OF THE SIGNED RECEIPT AND DESCRIPTION OF THE 
EFFECTS HAVE BEEN SENT TO JOINT STAFF/J-5 UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 

C. MR LI THEN MADE A STATEMENT AGAIN EXPRESSING THE DPRK’S 
PLEASURE THAT CONGRESSMEN Of BOTH COUNTRIES HAO BEGUN TO REACH 
A SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM. ANO THAT THEY HOPED FOR MORE OF 
THESE KINDS Of CONTACTS IN THE FUTURE. 

D. REP MONTGOMERY FOLLOWED MR LI’S REMARKS WITH THE FOLLOWING 
BT 
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STATEMENT: ’MR PARLIAMENTARIAN. ON BEHALF OF MY DELEGATION AND 
OTHER MEMBERS Of MY GROUP. I AM 6REATLY PLEASED AND HONORED TO 
COME TO THIS PEACE SITE TODAY. AS YOU STATED. WE HAVE COME 
THIS GREAT DISTANCE TO RECEIVE REMAINS WHICH YOU HAVE 
IDENTIFIED AS FIVE Of MY COUNTRYMEN WHO DIED IN THE KOREAN 
CONFLICT. WE THANK THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
FOR RETURNING OUR WAR DEAD. AND WE RECOGNIZE YOUR HUMANITARIAN 
CONCERN. WE ESPECIALLY APPRECIATE YOUR AGREEMENT TO RETURN 
THESE REMAINS TOOAY AT THE TIME WHEN AMERICA PAYS TRIBUTE TO 
ns WAR DEAD. THE RETURN Of THESE REMAINS MAKES THIS MEMORIAL 
DAY EVEN MORE IMPORTANT TO ALL AMERICANS. I ALSO KNOW THAT MY 
GOVERNED TAKES POSITIVE NOTE Of YOUR AGREEMENT TO USE THE MAC 
FACILITIES AND THIS CHANNEL. MR PARLIAMENTARIAN. THIS IS AN 
HISTORIC OCCASION, THE FIRST RETURN OF WAR REMAINS FROM YOUR 
COUNTRY IN 36 YEARS. I HOPE THIS POSITIVE STEP WILL EXPEDITE 
THE TRANSFER Of ADDITIONAL REMAINS OF THOSE FROM ALL COUNTRIES 
WHO FOUGHT IN THE KOREAN CONFLICT. THIS HUMANITARIAN GESTURE 
SHOULD HELP FOSTER GOOD WILL THAT CAN LEAD TO A STEP-BY-STEP 
IMPROVEMENT IN RELATIONS. THANK YOU” 

E. MR LI THEN FOLLOWED UP WITH A STATEMENT REEMPHASIZING THE 
DPRK’S INTEREST IN DEALING WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT ON THIS 
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ISSUE. UPON CONCLUSION OF HIS STATEMENT. THE PARTIES THEN 
EXITED THE NAC BUILDING THROUGH THEIR RESPECTIVE SIDES AND MET 
AT THE MDL. WERE THE TRANSFER OF THE REMAINS BEGAN. 

5. THE TRANSFER’ THE NORTH KOREANS WERE CASUAL TO THE POINT 
OF CALLOUSNESS. THEIR PALL BEARERS HERE DRESSED IN ILL 
FITTING CIVILIAN CLOTHES AND OBSERVERS NEARBY LIT CIGARETTES) 
THEY CARRIED EACH CASKET TO THE MDL. BETWEEN THE MAC AND NNSC 
BUILDINGS. HITH A SMALL WOOOEN BOX CONTAINING THE ACCOMPANYING 
EFFECTS RESTING ON TOP. THE MULTINATIONAL UNC HONOR GUARD PALL 
BEARERS RECEIVED THE CASKETS AND CARRIED THEM TO THE SOUTHERN 
YARD OF THE JSA AND PLACED THEM ON LITTER STANDS. EACH CASKET 
HAS IMMEDIATELY DRAPED HITH UNITED NATIONS COMMAND FLAG BY A 
COOEL MEMBER. A UNC OFFICER. AND HONOR GUAfffl PERSONNEL. HHEN 
THE LAST CASKET HAS PASSED. THE DELEGATIONS PARTED HITH THE 
NORTH KOREANS EXPRESSING HOPE THAT THEY WOULD MEET AGAIN. 

6. JSA MEMORIAL CEREMONY. THEN. HITH ALL THE CASKETS RESTING 
ON LITTER STANDS IN THE SOUTHERN YARD Of THE JSA AND DRAPED 
HITH UNC FLAGS. UNC CHAPLAIN (COL) DAN DONAHUE OFFERED REMARKS 
AND A PRAYER OVER THE REMAINS. MILITARY HONORS HERE RENDERED, 
AND THE CEREMONY ENDED. 

7. THE COOEL TOOK A SHORT BREAK TO DECONFLICT THE DPRK PRESS 
CONFERENCE HITH ITS OWN. THE GROUP THEN PROCEEDED TO THE 
SOUTHERN STEPS OF THE UNC FREEDOM HOUSE. WERE REP MONTGOMERY 
AND THE COOEL HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE. ALSO PRESENT HERE THE 
UNCMAC SENIOR MEMBER. RAOM LARRY G. VOGT. MG HHANG HON TAK 
(SENIOR ROK MEMBER TO THE MAC), AND THE UNC LIAISON OFFICERS 
(WO PROVIDED SUPERB SUPPORT THROUGHOUT). THERE HERE ABOUT 110 
MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS ATTENDING FROM OUR SIDE AND 
BETWEEN 30 TO 40 PRESS FROM THE NORTH KOREAN SIDE. 

8. THE CASKETS AND EFFECTS HERE TURNED OVER BT THE HONOR GUARD 
TO THE MORTUARY AFFAIRS PERSONNEL WILE THE UNC PRESS 
CONFERENCE HAS IN SESSION. THE ON SCENE MORTUARY AFFAIRS 
PERSONNEL HERE SUPERVISED BY LTC JOHNIE WEBB FROM THE US ARMY 
CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY, HAWAII. 

9. COMMENT. A. A MULTINATIONAL UNITED NATIONS COM4ANO 
PRESENCE HAS MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE PROCEEDINGS. THE MAIN 
CONFERENCE TABLE INCLUDED REPS MONTGOMERY AND STIWP, ROKA MG 
HHANG HON TAK. COL TALLEY (THE UNCMAC SECRETARY), MR M.5. CHO 
(UNCMAC TRANSLATOR). SEATED BEHIND THEM WITH THE OTHER COOEL 
MEMBERS INCLUDED UNIFORMED OFFICERS FROM AUSTRALIA, CANADA, 
COLUMBIA, FRANCE. ROK, THAILAND, US, AND THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

ALSO SEATED IN THE ROOM HAS GEN DICK STILHELl (USA, RET), LTG 
D 'WAYNE GRAY (USMC, RET), MR TOM GREGORY (CHOSIN FEW VETERANS 
ORGANIZATION). MR DICK ADAMS (KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION'! , 
DR JIM HOLSINGER (DEPT OF VETERAN AFFAIRS), MAJ JOEL FUNK 
(UNCMAC POL/MIL OFFICER), AND MR JAMES LEE (UNCMAC SPECIAL 
ADVISOR). 

B. MR LI’S REMARKS INSIDE THE MAC BUILDING AND AT HIS PRESS 
CONFERENCE AFTERWARD SUPPORTED THE NORTH’S POSITION ON THE 
RETURN Of REMAINS, A POSITION THAT EMPHASIZES AS DIRECT AS 
POSSIBLE CONTACT HITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, AND A CLEAR 
ASSERTION THAT THE REMAINS ISSUE IS BEYOND THE AUTHORITY OF THE 
MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION (MAC). IN KEEPING HITH THEIR 
POLICY TO DISTANCE THE MAC FROM REMAINS REPATRIATION. THE KPA 
MAC PRESENCE HAS NEARLY NIL. MR LI’S REMARKS AND DEMEANOR HERE 
AIMED AT THE U.S. GOVEWtOTT AND AMERICAN PEOPLE. POINTEDLY 
IGNORING THE MAC AND OTHER UNC NATIONS' HE IMPLIED THAT THE 
LOCATION AND REASON FO» THE MEETING AT PAtKUNJOM HAS 
INCIDENTAL. INCONSEQUENTIAL, AND MERELY REFLECTED DPRK 
REASONABLENESS, FLEXIBILITY. AND HU4ANITARIAN CONCERN. 

C IN CURIOUS JUXTAPOSITION TO THE DPRK’S SELF-PROFESSED 
SENSITIVITY AND WHAN ITAR I AN ISM, THERE ARE SEVERAL INDICATORS 
Of THEIR LACK OF EITHER QUALITY. DELIBERATE DR NOT. HE NOTE 
THEM HERE FOR THE RECORD AND SUGGEST THEY BE MADE KNOW TO THE 
DPRK. 

(1) MR LI SONG HO. THE SENIOR DPRK DELEGATE, HAS A DECIDEDLY 
INAPPROPRIATE SPOKESMAN. MR LI HAS THE NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR 
TO BURMA IN 1983 AND PROBABLY THE CHIEF PLANNER AND IMPLEMENTOR 
OF THE OCT 83 RANGOON BOMBING ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT ON THE THEN 
ROK PRESIDENT. CHUN DOO HWAN. FOR HIS COMPLICITY. THE BURMESE 
EXPELLED MR LI IN NOV 83. 

2) WILE MR LI DID NOT SPEAK FROM A PREPARED SCRIPT, IT IS 
IMPROBABLE THAT HIS REMARKS HERE NOT HELL REHEARSED AHEAD Of 
TIME. DESPITE THAT, THE DPRK TRANSLATOR HAS OBVIOUSLY 
INEXPERIENCED AND NOT OF THE QUALITY ASSIGNED TO SERIOUS 
ISSUES. HE SPOKE MUTEDLY. NERVOUSLY, AND IN INCOMPLETE 


SENTENCES THAT APPEARED OESIGNEO TO KEEP THE ENGLISH PORTION OF 
THE CONVERSATION TO A MINIMUM LEVEL OF UNDERSTANDING 
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(3) THE DELIBERATE M OF CONTROL OF THE PRESS AND OBSERVERS 
BY THE NORTH KOREAN MAC AND DPRK AUTHORITIES DURING THE REMAINS 
VIEWING HAS DISGRACEFUL AND COMPLETELY UNCHARACTERISTIC OF 
THEIR TOTALLY CONTROLLED SOCIETY. THE CHAOS AND NEAR 
PANOEMONItW, AROUND. ON, AND NEARLY IN THE COFFINS, HAS, 
FORTUNATELY, WITHOUT INCIDENT, BUT SHOWED EITHER UTTER 
DISRESPECT FOR BOTH THE WAR DEAD AND THE INSPECTING COOEL OR 
IGNORANCE ABOUT BASIC PROTOCOL FOR SUCH EVENTS. THE NORTH 
CLEARLY DID NOT MAKE ANY PLANS FOR CROWD CONTROL EVEN AFTER 
THEIR SECRETARY WAS TOLD BY THE UNCMAC SECRETARY, REPEATEDLY. 

AT THEIR PRELIMINARY MEETINGS TO EXPECT UP TO 150 PRESS FROM 
OUR SIDE. 

(4) THE (ORTH'S USE OF CIVILIANS AS PALL BEARERS (AN UNCMAC 
STAFFER HAS TOLD BY A KPA MAC OFFICER THEY HERE A CREW OF 
LOCALLY CONSCRIPTED WORKMEN) HAS PROBABLY TO EMPHASIZE THE 
NON-MAC NATURE OF THE EVENT; IT ONLY PUNCTUATED THE NORTH'S 
LACK OF CONCERN FOR THE EVENT AND OUR HAR DEAD. (AS AN ASIDE 
THE (ORTH KOREANS ROUTINELY FIELD A CLASS ACT FOR THE TRANSFER 
OF REMAINS NORTHWARD, AND MILITARY PALL BEARER TEAMS HERE 
SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED BY THE UNCMAC SECRETARY IN TWO 
PRELIMINARY MEETINGS HITH HIS KPA COUNTERPART. 

10. WERE ARE HE NOW? A. AS DISCUSSED IN WASHINGTON BETWEEN 
UNCMAC, EAP-K, AND OSD PLAYERS (19-22 MAY). NOW IS A GOOO TIME 
TO REVIEW THE CONDITIONS SURROUNDING THE EVENT ITSELF HITH AN 
EYE TOWARD THE FUTURE. WITH THAT IN MIND, THE FOLLOWING UNCMAC 
COWENTS ARE OFFERED. 

B. IT IS CLEAR THAT ALL THE PLAYERS GOT SOMETHING OUT OF THE 
MEMORIAL DAY TRANSFER OF REMAINS: 

•• COOEL NOWTGCHERY PARTICIPANTS AND KOREAN WAR VETS GROUPS 
GOT WHAT THEY WANTED, I.E., THE RETURN OF REMAINS, HELL 
DESERVED CREDIT, AND FAVORABLE PRESS COVERAGE; 

•• NORTH KOREANS GOT WAT THEY WANTED, I.E., HIGH 
VISIBILITY CONTACT HITH U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SHOW 
THE DPRK AS COOPERATIVE AND HUMANE; 

M UNCMAC HAS THE PLANNER AND IMPLEMENTOR, THUS PLAYING AN 
IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE REPATRIATION PROCESS AND PRESERVING U.S. 
GOVERNMENT POLICY CONDITIONS FOR SUCH A TRANSFER. 

C. IN 1987/88. COOEL MCCLOSKEY. WORKING HITH THE KOREAN HAR 
VETERAN GROUPS AND DPRK OFFICIALS. HAD NEARLY COMPLETED 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TRANSFER OF FIVE SETS OF REMAINS AT 
PANMUNJON . COOEL MCCLOSKEY HAS TO PLAY A PASSIVE. OBSERVER 
ROLE IN THE ACTIVITIES AT PAHWUNJOM THAT CENTERED AROUND MAC 
OFFICIALS AND MAC PROCEDURES. HOWEVER. THE EXPOSURE OF DPRK 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE NOV 87 KAL 8S8 BOMBING PROMPTED A SERIES 
OF EVENTS AND DECISIONS THAT CAUSEO THE NORTH KOREANS TO RENEGE 
ON THEIR PROMISE TO RETURN THE REMAINS. 

D. TWO YEARS LATER, COOEL MONTGOMERY, WORKING ON THE SAME 
ISSUE WITH THE SAME KOREAN HAR VETERAN GROUPS AND THE SAME DPRK 
OFFICIALS, ARRANGED THE TRANSFER Of THESE SAME FIVE SETS OF 
REMAINS. THE MAJOR DIFFERENCE BETWEEN COOEL MCCLOSKEY IN 1988 
AND COOEL MONTGOMERY IN 1990 WAS THAT COOEL MONTGOMERY HAS 
ACTIVE THROUGHOUT THE PLANNING AND DECISION PROCESS, IN FACT, 
DOMINATING ALL EVENTS LEADING TO THE TRANSFER AT PANHUNJOM. 

THE RETURN. IN FACT, WOULD NOT HAVE OCCURRED WITHOUT REP 
MONTGOMERY’S PRESENCE AND INFLUENCE* (AN OCT 88 U.S. 

GOVERNMENT POLICY SHIFT THAT ENABLED MORE FLEXIBILITY IN 
CONTACTS HITH THE DPRK MAY HAVE BEEN A CONTRIBUTING FACTOR) 

E. WITH THE RETURN OF REMAINS THEY HAVE AOMITTED HOLDING, THE 
NORTH KOREANS HAVE STRENGTHENED THEIR CLAIM THAT THE MAC HAS NO 
AUTHORITY TO DEAL HITH THE REPATRIATION Of REMAINS. THEY HILL 
PRESS THE U.S. FOR MORE NEGOTIATIONS. MORE ONE-ON-ONE CONTACTS, 
MORE DIRECT CONTACTS HITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO DO SO. 

11. WERE DO HE GO FROM HERE? THERE ARE SEVERAL AREAS OF 
CONCERN THAT AFFECT THE UNCMAC AND ITS ROLE IN FUTURE 
REPATRIATIONS. PROVIDED BELOW IN QUESTION /COMMENT FORMAT. 

REQUEST STATE, OSD, JOINT STAFF COKENT. SUGGEST HE 
TENTATIVELY SCHEDULE DISCUSSIONS OR A WORKSHOP ON THESE IDEAS 
— IN THE LATE JULY/EARLY AUGUST TIME FRAME, HHEN COLONEL TALLEY 
(UNCMAC SECRETARY) WILI BE IN THE WASHINGTON AREA. 

A. QUESTION: HILL PROCEDURES FOR COOEL MONTGOMERY BE THE SAKE 
AS FOR COOEL SCHROEDER?, CODEL BUMPERS?. CODEL ASPIN?. IS 
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'REPATRIATION B T COOEL' A GOOO POLICY? UNCMAC COMMENT ; CODEL 
SHOULO BE DIVORCED FROM RECEIPT /NEGOTIATION Of REMAINS ASAP. 

B 1 QUESTION: WILL THERE BE A U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY SHIFT 
THAT MILL ELIMINATE OR REDUCE UNCNAC ROLE IN REPATRIATION OF 
REMAINS? UNCNAC CCttENT: IF THE RETURN OF REMAINS IS 
PARAMOUNT. A U.S. GOVERWENT POLICY SHIFT MAY BE INEVITABLE. 

ONE OPTION MOULD BE A SPECIAL COMMISSION HEADED BY A (RETIRED) 

FLAG OFFICER TO NEGOTIATE/RECEIVE REMAINS AT PANMUNJOM. 

COWISSION MOULD REPRESENT UNC AS NELL AS U.S. INTERESTS. 

C. QUESTION: HON MILL TURNOVER TO THE ROK OF MAC BETWEEN NOW 
AND 92*93 COMPLICATE REMAINS REPATRIATION AT PAI*UNJ»? UNCMAC 
COMMENT: PROBABLY NOT A SHOW STOPPER. U.S. WILL STILL HAVE A 
'SENIOR U’S. MEMBER' ON THE COMMISSION UNTIL THE MAC 
DISAPPEARS. THEN. U.S. GOVERNMENT COMMISSION WOULD STILL 
OVERSEE THE REMAINS ISSUE. 

12. POC IS COL JAMES TALLEY. UNCMAC SECRETARY. 723-6011/3110. BT 
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DSPARTiSHT OF DEFENSE STATEMENT HBQARDim mCOTOTSD- 

(Syoxx. <2? 6 ' 7 . 

Under tho Korean Armistica Agreeasnt each side agreed to repatriate 

or otherwise account for all POSs and deceased combatant a of tha other 
side of whose fate it had any knosrlodge. The efforts of the U« S. 
Government to got the Communists to fulfill their commitment# in this 
regard have boon continuous, persistent, frustrating an<l largely un- 
rewarding. Shortly after the official exchange of FCHa had been 
completed in September of 19$3 official# of the Ull Ceraaimd handed 
the Communist side a list of 3U0i* names of missing UH Command per«~ 
sorinel including the names of 9UU U. S, servicemen of whom m had 
reason to believe the Communists should have some knowledge, the 
outset I should like to make it clear that in placing t his dfpaad 
for an account ing o n the Com mu nists , tho UH Command did cot intend 
to imply that we were chargin g the Cocamniata with holding this large 
group of Africans alive a^^^ainot their will ^ Rather, under tha 
terms of the armistice agreement we ware demanding an accounting for 
missing UN Command personnel of whom we had reason to believe tha 
Communists should have some knowledge of their whereabout# if Alive, 
or tho circumstances of their death and the location of their remain#, , 
if deceased.^ , 5 

Our belief that tho Coasninisto should have knowledge of theee 
individuals was based upon several source# of information I , 

\ i * • 

First, ' interviews with repatriated personnel who stated that 
they had seen certain named individual* who had not bean repat* 

i * 

riated, who had not been otherwise .accounted for, and who had bean 
alive and In Communist hands* secondly. Communist radio broadcasts 

\ ' ■ ■ ■ 



giving the names of certain UH C<nEmd parscrmel and admitting that 
they were under Cojsxrunist control® thirdly, propaganda pictures 
in our poosoosion which had been tc by. thd Ooccunista and 
circulated for propaganda purpose© shoeing Asaaricaa uilitsry per- 
sonnel on forced uarchoa| taMng'parfe , paredas-in Cogaamiat^ield 

citieo (undoubtedly against theis? ts?ill)j fccHhSy* call which bad * 

- * * . ’ ' 
boon written by PC?© to their fttesds cud relative £ja the tf* S* 

attesting to tho fact that they tsar® in a Pfi? otetue® -fifthly, air 

crewo who had aeon our oircon parachute .firca dioeblixi aircraft and 

after aofe landings, surrounded by osxcay forces or civilians* In 

addition, other intelligence reporting supported our contentions. .. 

The point I am trying tojcajco hero iethot there Is considerable 

circumstantial cvidonco from which to dress the conclusion that these 

individuals wore alivo and unior CcE&unist control in relatively i 

- . • ... i 

stable situations, rccovcd from battle^ end ct ported© roaming fron 

J ’ r { • • :•■ 

several days to cany months after they had baccca oieaiJSS 'in fiction . 
iron) their own UEf Command unito. . • 

this dcuand on the .Ccmssupiato for an accounting produced « super- 
ficial apd totally unacceptable reply. On auroral subsequent occasions 

r '* ; ( 

similar demands wore placed upon the Cocseunleft side ihroujfh tbs Military 
iatice Ccffisiasicn for an accounting* Thproaultfl have bean essentially 
negative* In addition to efforts to aeoura m accounting ‘through the 
laiitary Araiatioc Ccmiaciah, Oraveo Rogtstratisa Elite of the ■ 

011 Command continued their investigations, the military services continued 

the sifting of thousands of reports, iaf^rvisros with returned POBs, fipd 

■ ' ' * ■ -ft 

the interrogation of friendly sources of Korean and other net toeslit is s , 

• " ; ' . • ^ . f J 1 .,- - 

attempting to piece together all available inf onsation sfctob would throw 

' ’ I ■ * • " ’ ' * ' '* ■/ , : - 

light on the fats of the, o ' ** " ‘«f • * * ’ 



Through t}m unilateral efforts of the 0. S, Government which' X have 
ju;>? mentioned, the list pf 9hh had been reduced to 526 by August 195h. 
Lila reduction cam© about [because the efforts we had read© produced con- 
clusive evidence of death [for Ul8 of tho original list. 

$ven though the Communist side under the toms, of the armistice 
agreement ovrod us an accounting for the complete 9l4i* wo presented them 

with a revised list of 526 in the fall of 19Sh, hoping that- the reduced 
. ’ ' i ■ ■ _ [ V 1 

list might result in a more satisfactory accounting by ‘the C<snamniet 3 . 

Such was not the 'case, ‘ •[ v • M 5 *v\ H , [ 

In the meantime, in Juno of 1 95U, at the Genova Conference on 
Korea and Indo-China, the.[ Department of State initiated certain notions 
which will bo described tp /you by the Department of, State representative 
here today. Duo to these actions by State, plus further efforts to 

uncover additional inf oration, the list was further reduced to 1 * 50 , / 

s'"— . . . - ‘ ' ,r ■ $./ ■ 1 1 

f For ths past several . yours tho Departmont of Defense and the 

Department of State have worl£od„ Jointly and cooperatively in continuing 
efforts tc secure from the Communists a satisfactory, accounting. . In. 
Support of ths efforts of "the -Department of State, the Department of 
Defense | -and the 1211 it ary service a have concentrated cb an intensive 
effort to collect every scrap of information end intelligence regarding 
tho unaccounted-for h5G„ Tho military services undor.a quarterly 
report re quirement have been producing ind'lTidu.X dop a Jars on each 

case. These dostlore tovo boon made available Ambassador 0. Alexis 

. A a " h -h. , n . ‘ 

Johnson for his negotiations with representatives of tjbe Chinese 

Communist regime at' Genova. *. s f- , V ' " * J • - f v: c 

•• " ■ - V* ?.*. v. ■’ ■" 

* • ’ • -il * . : ' ./ .I...!- ' H 'i v '• ■ ' 



4 breakdown of the 1*50 unaccounted-for personnel ig, aa follows: 

■ ' ■ . 

Army 21*1* ’ 

iGVy 3 

Air Force 190 : ' 

Marine 13 * ' : ' * 

, * i ' ' it. . 

By way of examples of the circumstantial evidence- upon which we 

base our insistent: demands for an accounting from the Communists I 
shall cite the. following cases! . . ' " , " 

(a) An Air Force ilajor, Pilot of a B-29 that was shot dc*ra on 
5 September 1950* He was taken prisoner and held, for a; time' in % Jail : 
in Pyongyang, the capital pf Horth Korea* Later the same year the 
Agency "Soviet Picture « released a picture of thii flyer, together * 
vlt/n the statement that he had been taken prisoner by the, Com^uhiat forces 
In one of the inadequate accountings furnished by the Communist aide* 
tney stated that they had no data regarding the fata of this pilot, 

(b) A U« S. Army Captain, pilot of a liaison .plan® shot’ down 
October 1952, This Captain ;was taken prisoner and held! by the 
Communists. From the statements of fellpw prisoners later repatriated, 

We Hncfv/.that he had lost one leg when shot down, and by Novecfcar, 1952 
his other lag had boon amputated. In , the so-called "accounting" given 
by the Communists it was stated that this Captain had ^ocaped". Note 
ti.at by this time the Captain wag a double amputee. 

(c) A U t S* Army (Private, taken prisn' or by Lhe Communists in 

August 1950, Several mrnths' later a Communist station broadcast , 

a number of messages to mothers in the IT. S. from POs held by their 
side. This Army Private 1 a mother was one of those to whom such a 
message was addr^qed. In the eo-called accounting Co ci guniato 



stated they had no data regarding the fate of this soldier. : 

On the other hand, many of those named on the list of U50, if 
v/e draw the logical conclusion from the circumstantial evidence, are 
dead. There are cases whore other repatriated K2J© have certified to 
the fact that individuals wore badly wounded and receiving inadequate 
medical attention, suffering from malnutrition or exposure, y nd were 
on the verge of death. There aro cases whore repatriated POVe hove 
stated that they saw some of those prisoners die.* In the majority 
of cases, however, these deaths occurred at varying lengths of time 
after capture, and in relatively stable situations removed from the 
battle field. Under such circumstances any responsible military force 
of a responsible government would have, and should now be able to furnish 
to us, data regarding the circumstances of death and the whereabouts 
of the remains of ouch individuals, particularly in view of the fact 
that the forth Koreans and the Chines© Communists agreed to by 

the terms of t ha Geneva Convention on JViaonore of War* 

Due to the inevitable confusion at the time the exchange of Pdfs 
Y/as completed in Korea (September 1953) 6a d duo to a certain Mount of. 
inaccurate reporting regarding the subject of missing POSTs, the impress- 
ion is still .current among same segments of the American public that 
the U. S* Government believes that a largo group of American military 
personnel aro alive and still hold in Aslan countries? by Cgmnunlst 
captors. While the possibility exists that there osy still be a case 
personnel held, alive and against their will, we do cot have any 
further positive infonaation or intelligence from eny source that 
such is the case. Because of the lock of positive in f or m ation to 



SUMMARr OF INCIDENT 


tiv'.' 27 '89 12:01 UM CIL-HI 885 e? 


Koraa m Si’I 8 ?' wh11e 1n action a 9 a1n$t the enemy at Chlnju, 

Korea, on 31 July 1950 and has not been reported since that dote. 

During the period of the 25th and 27th of July the 3d Bn of the 29th Inf 
in^Ron? attd 5? ed !° the 19th Inf R «9t ° f ^ 24 th Division, The 3d Bn 29th 
- lp J tc J ed iJ? move v1a d1fferen * routes to the vicinity of Hadong 
and establish contact with the enen\y, which had oeen reported In the vicinity, 

th A u^D*^Q 4 ,L V ? n l n 2 the ^7th c1? ^ f ter a period of no contact with 

ro R *Qt, the Bn commanding Officer arrived at the Regimental 

29th inf cont ??J had been made es5t of Hadong, forcing the 3d Bn 

casualties 69 * *° W tNdraw w Con *1derab1e loss of equipment and heavy 

lrA U !!^i h «2 ex L? ey of th * as$e * bl * d 3d Bn 29th Inf Regt showed that 
W tk! ? n y 3 f 4 i> off i ers and men, Including some walking wounded, able for 
duty. The loss of key officers in the battalion was severe. 

ronM^i,!!! 6 »?w 0f j U - y * the day after Hadon 9’ the 3d Bn 29th Inf Regt, was 
rem * in mg personnel being grouped In K and t Companies. The 

mmLn^t^^£nT? y Q W ^^? U ? c ^ ed t0 the 26 Bn 19tr Inf Re 9t at Chlnju, and l 
company to the 1st Bn 19*h inf Regt, two miles to the south of Chlnju. 

16S9a5°?Mrfift?Q S ru\^h U ^aiu 5 ? , < : a ^ ter w1thd " fiwin 9 from the Chlnju area. DP 
165945 (MS 6819 IV) the 19th Inf Regt and 1st Bn 29th Inf Root were deployed 
In the following defensive positions: ~ 1 

com .Il! e lst , Bn , * 9th Inf Rest was In position from DP 311938 to OP 31T92S (MS 
6819 IV) overlooking the Chir.ju-Masan roac. 

*k T D e 2d ! n , 19th Inf Re 9t was backing up the 19th Inf Regt In the vicinity 

from op^naaoas eJ 9 no 9 n!iIai? P >^ 99 ^ ®®I 9 !)• Inelr defensive positions ran 
from OP 344945 to OP 346934 (MS 6819 I) 

i _ # Bo 2? th L! v8n l n9 w f the 31st of July enemy forces attacked the 1st Bn 19th 
b * at1n 9 off the Initial attack the 1st Bn 19tn inf Reot 
withdrew through the 2d Bn 19th Inf Regt and 1st Bn 29th Inf Regt to new 
defensive position at DP 369969 to DP 382968 (MS 6919 I). a ' 

On the 1st of August, after withdrawal of the 1st 8n 19th Inf Reot was 

Reot an^iol^d^hc 0 ! 1 ?^ ! ?o ♦? 6 ? t , 1 ® 4 P fro " ecl through the 1st Bn 29th Inf 
Regt and Joined the 1st Bn 19th Inf Regt In the^r defensive positions, 

- , ■^ t#Ckin ? T 1 ?* forc * s * ar « stopped momentarily by the 1st Bn 19th Inf 
M«L M,I[ ere ai?J efenS ! V ? pos l? ,on5 on the high ground overlooking the Clnju- 

ha^ thr± h ® : 8pu s,n9 attack the lat Bn 29th Ini Regt Withdrew 
Dack through the defensive positions from OQ 365014 to DO 393005 

6819°! j mate ^ 2500 yart!s southwes> - of the town of Dhungam-ni DQ 4C8017 (MS 
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1. RECOVERY OF SKELETAL OF US SOLDIER 

Time and Date of Recovered: 1640 hours, 8? 05 21 

Place Recovered: San-An Community Cemetery, #417, Sirian-dong, Chlnju City, 

Kyongsan Nam-do Province. (Grant Number 680) 

Statue: Serial Number: RA 13295325 

Name: WALKER, JACK L. 

T 49,50.0 

Personal Effects: Helmet - 1 tech, Bayonet -’1 each; Water pail- 1 each 

belt and -63-. rounds rifle bullets - i each, 

Well disinfection bottle - 1 each, bell per; - 1 each, 
Tftathbruah - each, Hr*t brush - 1 e^ch. , Feet - 1 pair. 

Disposition of Skeletal 

Remains: The Skeletal remains was reburied in the etete when it 

vis found. 

2. HOW TO BE RECOVERED: Recovered curing the work moving old graves tc construct 

the sire of the Kyor, g am Farmer's Education Institute. 

This is a certified true English copy of the attached Korean Recovery of Skeletal 
Remains of U£ Soldier, 

,! 

(A'vt-c.' 

KGS -9 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE GF THE 7- T ARIE?l*H‘.3TFR GIvEAAL 
MEMORIAL DIVISION 
Washington 25, D. C, 


A Board of Officers appointed by paragraph 1, Division Order Mo. 25, dated 

27 October 1955 (copy attached) convened a t 1000 hours, 16 January 1956 , 

for the purpose of reviewing all relevant data pertaining to unresolved casualties 


of the late Korean Conflict and, after considering the pertinent factors involved 
as outlined below, duly approved Findings of Ncnre cover ability of Remains in the 
case o f SC7/LSS, Lewis ’.7, Sfc RA DC 922 355 

American Graves Registration personnel have concluded thorough and systematic 
search and recovery operations in all 6f Couth Korea. Although these 
operations effected the recovery of many United States deceased 
servicemen, the search was unsuccessful insofar 3 s this particular 
individual is concerned. Area Clearance Certificates have been received 
for all of 3outh Korea, and an applicable Certificate of Monro cover- 
ability for this decedent has been furnished by the Overseas Command. 




Available evidence indicates that many of the casualties which ore carried 
on the records of the Department cf Defense as missing in action in 
Mouth Korea were actually captured and, transported to North Korea where 
they subsequently died; however, specific information is lacking as to 
the number, identity or circumstances surrounding their disappearance. 

Shortly after cessation of hostilities in 1953, arrangements were made 
between representatives of the opposing forces to permit search and 
recovery operations ir. the Demilitarized Zone for a limited period 
of^forty-five (W) days. Within the restrictions imposed, as complete 
a search* as possible was made and some remains were recovered. Entry 
into the Demilitarized Zone by cither sqdc for search and recovery 
operations has not been permitted since that period. 

xn oepoemb^r 19>li, the United Nations Military Armistice Commission and the 
xmmunisus concluded negotiations regarding the recovery of those 
deceased servicemen who were interred in territory und*^ the control 
of the opposing forces. As a result of these n*go iris Liens, disinter- 
ments were accomplished by the occupant of the territory and a mutual 
exchange of remains was subsequently effected. The agreement did not 
permit either side to enter the territory of the opposing side to 
conduct searen and recovery. operations. Although the CcrLunists 
turned over appro* rruataly UOOO United Nations deceased personnel, * 
it is now known thut not all of the United States perv icemen actually 



, " Ali United States remains recovered by Graves Registration units or received 

j V-X from the Communists during the exchange of remains in 195U were removed 

to laboratories in Kckura, Japan, where they wore scientifically 
f ' processed by identification specialists and physical anthropologists. 

- Despite the most exhaustive efforts, identification of a number of 
these remains could not be established. 

Physical characteristics and dental data for each unidentified remains ss 
recorded by the professional personnel of the laboratories have been 
compared with like data for each unres Given casualty, including those 
knarn to have been lcr t at sea, without effecting an association. A 
wide disparity exists between the number cf unidentified remains 2 nd 
the number of unaccounted for casualties. 

In view of the completion of search and recovery activities in accessible 

territory, the inaccessibility cf both the Demilitarized Zone and North 
Korea, and the inability to associate/-. a remains in our custody at this 
time with the decedent, it is concluded that his remains are 
MONHECOVEHABLE. ‘ 


I'S . 'J (/UA 
James v. gerard 
L t Colonel, QHC 
V^Iember 



D. C. HUGHES 
Lt Colonel, Q>’C 
Member 


WALTER P. SCCiHr. 
Colonel, yHC — — 

President of the Board 


1 Incl 

Special Order No. 2 £ 
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AFFROVED : 





ROY r». WALL ' ~ ~ 

Colonel, Q V C 

CHIEF, MEMORIAL DIVISION 


INFORMATION REPORT report no. SO 9i6jv 

CO NO. 



tfar Prig oner Administratl-rc Office and r.wp n .» ifjcatloa 


1. Is May 1952 the Var Prisoner Admintn tra tire Office (Chan Pu . T.l Hi’c) 

(2069/0199/^19/3810/5710) la P'yoagyong, under Colonel flo-aan-ch'i-fa 
,( 6179/702 J*/llU6/U33), an intelligence office: attached to the general 
headquarters of the Soviet Tar Eastern Military Distric t, controlled prisoner 
of var cajxpa in Manchuria end JIarth lore*,. The office, formerly In JfcLtdan, 

30 persons, sever a l of vhrmvcrc JEd»tlJLsh-«p^»_^ eg Sorlet* • T -TM Mai 
( 2651/ 6701 ) and JWM LI ( 0589 / 2 U 80 ) vero deputy ch*ir»sn of tlat office* 


The office ha d dereloped t hree try-pea of prlsooer-of -war emxpa. Cany* Twraag 
~~^I> e*ce cajgp* . f detaining pr«nni Crhr> owfi T leanings, w ai e . 

c^iarac ter lied by canal derate treatamnt of~'ths~prlsbaers and~the staging within* 
the cacrps cf CcatHamist rallies and Meetings. The largest peace caxp, which 
held taro thousand prisoners , vu at C^uagchui}. Pe ace cs jb pw wa rs also at 

U-fib). " 


*«* unotuana prisoners , vu at C^uagcaui}, .Pe ace ta epa 
^ C'algr™nJLsi^(l2h-05; h2-36) and Pa noh'l (123-13, U-20). 


3 * fiteforw r**T*y ~ T<r '"^ , ~M*trrrrr In- Muirtnii Is, <UtslnsiT~ sttH Ca— lit yOpMrs 

possawslng certain teehnlr.1 ZMphaslS at tfcess C*J*S W Oa 

re indoctrination of the prisone rs. — ep ^ r , r ^ ^ ^ 





COtl£CTOf« *S PffCUHIWAffr GfcOlf*G OF ODKTtfT'*— • 
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l95_Q fi CC b ^t°^ Wa ° cr ^ rtanxd tta Caasalsta or 2 o o-ujStt 
ST *>**** 40-36. ic forih ^cr.J 

k v nrat Qhjnt 7v*0 vrrp ^ bo d atont 1 f _C'QQ_ Aa cri oan uor prleonx'B, of* 

T civilian 1.5C0 RCE prisoner::. and about .»;.0 

Ij nationality end honand in vT" rUl ^~ cn= force*. Bwao non were classified 
111 prisoner , ,SZ SSS to twraoks which accauaodatod .bout VO ran «ob. ... 
win* laft to tJrtusBlre-) 804r ^ h ® d vmy throe days bc:t were othur- 

aillet, laioliot- or cbm Q t!a1 ^’ r 3 -™ of 700 C^nr- of 

end erlt «j, aoi ,Jl - .- actually they received aoetly- com 

obtsixod by bac-.cxinr quat titles. Additional feed could bo 

or heeding of ij^r »H r - ^ c %*rt!ttef. Re hlnnrotc 

^ -CU- vero *opp-_lod, bet atarav van n ynl V. n~lo 

reoortl^^t-'^ii 0 ^ <> * ; i* rtC ^ ^ p ' 5rlo3of so-rrral non tbs (the soldier 
joining tha JJb- th W-. release*! on 30 Decraber) end given the choice of 
m retisin, * *»> 83 ciridl-mn In Barth fa*. 

<=r civilians xto*- Cf ttZ3 ~ nlc3 - 3lfd verc first-year soldier") 

eantad on their tuv '■'St SSS °®I^ IflCaW6 =- roloesc vhlch could be net- 
Tl^ea-r etc"- teat Zftt 7*” t0 ebSato r °°'~ ^ 2c«l r ooideti . .. 

fcnttlin in i±ri. * °* clTen ** r3ltl3;:: *).^icr: vac deducted fror- thei- 

3. It© Chlxa no " >v -/■ _ „ 

"liberated ^ Coirr ^ l Qt trx>o?.T rtef erred to the vzr pxiccncic 

*4 

IjjsfSd whw turned cm:- 

^ of the B«S S^ZSSS Koreaa to an office-.- 

^ Pjxmgycmg an oovju eo ar^ w ^ ® Uroau * thaj' vptm ochcdeled to bo « 0 nt to 
; ta^n*for. On. ID Tmhr^^^u fftmaral «^dq^£rt«ra th*rt» wIyw i for thala- 
b=mdo*rt«- Crm -tba £\ tha? vmre trtUJ. In Seoail and vitro oemn jxxTJlar 

tl «« Itorth Korean Gct<U or . 

voa 2 fjrooi h^rd 3 * AJi -tncrlccna appeared urderr.Rurlchrd 
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On 1 jfcy apprarUmtely itrtaea hundred RDK smy prisoners af war,. Inc lading cm*- 
hundred officers flm hundred Mn^aaUjLSlaned afflcera. war* at tha- Barth: 
rrmu n prisoner af war cup laaber 106 at *ppr axles, taly ID-* 7221 b, 1,6 tllaeatar* 
southwest af th* Kiri* ml \ road station (125-51, 39-01) (TD-Vr22) . frlianam 
A h«r*, h&Tlng bNo process*! through fin Ideological sezeeoinga, w*r»- 
be 11 erred to he potential cormrtB to Crmnmltn. Tie prisoner* bell ere d that 
ther rare to be ssalnllsted Into the Barth £are*n *r*j. Xenher* af political 
and • ecurlty detachments mlntalned strict sunrc Ulsnr c af the prisoners. Hie 
carre illance often was carried cut be aenbera of the*# bureau* who entered the 
caape disguised as prisone r s. 


Each prisoner recaired 50 *oa Monthly, 1 fr llogran af grain and V5 gre» of *tJ7" 
bean oil, T* go tab la* , salt, and soy bean, pasta dal l y. Bie prisoners ware searing 

Barth larean antr unlf ara* lha prisoners wore constructing air raid hbait ars 

trrrr th* |5HS3 airfield ten hour* each day. Two hour* of indoctrination 
1 sntiir *■! vara, also v*id dally. Thr- prlaonar* bad baan. organlaad Into Sgaada - 
of* tare *n. ‘ laclr of* the- e**p*s ftrnr battalion* had three- pl a toon s and* aadr. 
platoon, four* squads. A guard platoon, ara*4 -nth K-l's, carbines, and JTSh a,, 
was at tha eanp. 
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Cite 


i3 “. ft wr toair.il Chita a 3tate . . 

• krmar»d 

*ootSei«t corner of tJu <ntcr..rH' " , J “-l n «* >c •M i* 0 *m XSBHOrtrtT-^y^.-- 
jx»llc» Wd^ojir-tcrmi la. X*l*o ^ *nildin«, «£Taa the 

•tory concrot* .tructur,, 30 S* ocaa^tlua, hi „ tw- 

- ““»«**!• ki^ and. oonatruetad. «£ c^tJi ^ 20 «th«r- WUdlm 

*oth building* had tile- roctf* . A-lf^L^^ r ~ ^ b*li41a«. 

tkro^ .aeond lieutenant*. vers amlf«£i* tMr * 1 “ r »> »*tk the *ie*pUmi of 
CM«.. Co»uni*t«!y7£^^ P?gU rt«««r»,-l^L*d lT 

raijuirttdTto ireeX. Pro hour.lrf > T^Z h7f" L1 llri ‘ **"'* ”’* V ~ ^*t^.^ r^, ***• * ot 

"fcer. of the Xartheaat Ar*r ver * ccnjlnctg<1 hy *ta£f. 

VOl 1 * the eourtyrd.- ’^7 ptn,M * - ^ ^ 

the vithdrairal ccC Tj*r*f***r« ** Pe ® priiaaer* to eioipa eta— d 

la tiie Yieinitj of t— f—r* Tro V cm* prl ? OIlfcrfl to vaJJt * lnn " ttam^h. atreett 
*hlte prlionera *roup« of 

*or* outside the eaepound iru freelr «nd ,e ® re «*> hovwrer, could 

▼eatable were eerred daily to the IU^ane^ d 1 rtdU * J ^^~r*^ <:e, BOo41 “» “A one 
platoon of Chine., cj££ t «* « 
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1«. la •*rir jgjU imaicsn p rlaootr, at wte « Ker»* tgp n agtelngjt, 

Bbc i^Sy vw tar nfe l uytr to the chine ee C o nani a t Ctstnl ud 
South China Military Coasaad. By IS April appmrTnataly 5 00 .ha d arriTed 
in- H aaiccar, and cr. April aoaw of ^faeo e priso ners swre paraded through 
t he street s of Emxxm airier haavy guard. 


2. In aid-Agril 60 prisoners jaf wa r , cost of j*boa were Anaricaa aod tha 

rast British* arxireti. la. Canton via tha Caato rfan far r ailary , 3 . xa early 
Kay they w ere being detained la a foi^tca-otyla co mpound at tha corner of 

Tizy tfjnzL Road^ Eaa t t aod t/u Ipf ) la T rnigsh a n , Ca n tos* 2 < >$ 

There wrt barbed sire barricades g ro raad tha co founds, and a Public 
Security di vision counted a heavy guard, around the area, Bo one was al- 
lowed to enter without penajaaion ftoc high Cosonlst authorities. Tea 
prisoner* vara treated fairly well, and were given good food and billets. 


3* In gjcUJcne g jgarigaa prisoners of war Area fidre* w ere Incarcerated in 
the Ba ptist on nnnkj igntsL Tbeaa prisoners ware asat to 

CdSton because - tha Chicago jgossig i *t authorities hoped to obtain gjlltaiy 
and aedlcal_ applies froa the ZZnltad'States_^TO«sntJ^j 5 turn for their 
r elease , - T hey plan ned to dacaad B, 5. 1100,000 earth - of supplies fa^Vbch 
pris oner ralaa eecU P aa **** Indian Goversaaxxt* ware to be need aa 

jjfteraediagiae^r — - - - r - * T .-. 


l^.^^^^goeaul,- According to another ^^^Bisfonaaxxt, there wma»no 
aa of 2 ^ May , t hat Aaagicg^^Hftaara of war were b ein g 
went to Canton, There .were no barbed wire barricades at the and of. 

Tunghoa Road, East, Cantos, ~ — „L. 

— r — =g g y 2 — 1 IX. at.ft.--3 -*-JU 






i o£ oi tha prisoners la this ess? tnr* the 7nltad Strtsa Eighth 
v .. .-, tia Rri'ttch GLreesatar ^egiastt, and t is British irjQdo Jtattalisa ar* .. . - 

udtfJ Ststas ttgtt X nv* Cai-ehis-fo (^-7^2 i$ ) z ( Wstealf ),3 1st 

llsstcoast* 

Li-k*o-«rh 5L ^ )2> ssr r an t officer* 

-*a-*chi ( >2(7 Booth), 5 wwmrct offlear. 

Io**a(&#> 2 ( ?Eoga) t 3 enlisted. 

?»>«<U )» enlisted. 

B»-er*-twi (3j^ (7 ~erta) ,3 enlisted. 

/ JT 1 rfc*-lai-t®-nhih %J&£ ) (rw*ht),3 an- 

Occam tot «* — ■ ~~ Hated- 1 

r.a Ckanit In Cta* & . _ 

BtetaSCo*. .-»o-ten (? BottTto) ,3 glinted- 

15 QUa-hB-^fajh. £ ) (? J«tt1s) . 3 eollfftod. 
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l*. . Abpat ?,200 artillery een and eaginaeri attached to tbs 2a». /laid Arny now 
stationed la tba SACHOM area bar* recently interned froja the iroat ia Korea. The 
Horth Korean puppet f^TU&iiint hao Mcrttly l*ft PIOBBHM olaot 22 So sia'cir • Tb# 
ttttt»itii1 or FT mOTiVC n» turned over to UBG SOL J1 * Chief of Staff of CC7. The 
Bosalan naval t*im 1 Stalin (an old CD) la reported to have apooaroc'. in tba galf 
of PO-HAl seoentiy. It it also raportad that Buaala has turned 070 :* to China nnny 
aabnarlnaa, laval vessels t oread over to China by Buaala a rs tbs. Mobwlk" 1509 tons, 
tba "Change hubalt a" lb7& tona, 3 landing eraft-and 2 anall gun baato. It lc rnportod 
that if tba Korean war axpanda, lehitopu (I) Chief of Staff of tto Haitian 
forooa will t aka over tba poaltlon of Snpreae Chi of of staff non bold by Mao Toe Tong 
and ha (lahltopa) will oofi a n d tba CCf (!)• : 


-flC&Ut .fioMant: Conmnd^lKefexnfice-Aragrapfa ZJ._SMa office bam received aporadic 


Arperti 
the hoi 


a «f Fair being *oved to tba OSSB since tba vary looaptlon of 


1 hoatilltlaa in Koran. Xfbaee report* out in great volume through * r 
toi aarller — ttfof tfca \iar, > than tapered off to a standstill In 


being revived by a report fron January of thla yaari .lt 
&d*finlteiy/poe*ihie that each action ia being -taken aa evlder-: d * 
^ jait aiparlaDca ^itS Bbwlat ; aathoritlea. ^ill proTloia rapor< : 
State Feb who are' at;Tvd to tbo liS;«B are technical cpecialltta who 
are eaployed la aiaea. factories. ate. Thla ia tba first report that 
-they are being uaee aa espionage agents that li oar rial by tbia office. 


■OH: JU gr portion of tbia report reprodnoad will ba Identified by CCHAI # M-101 
u -(a* obi) , • 
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from At house of 


tr— ‘ Mm to invade the styk centers of 
America is this neb. shanUmr-type fabric, 
comfortably tailored to your taste in the . 
"KanoT* sport shirt by Coopers. Smart wide- 
spread Kent 2-way collar, loaf sleeves. 
Comple tely washabk. In I newest colors. 


Nsw at ytw C««p«n Pi lad 


Un re ported G.t. V in Siberia 

/rvm poff c 61 


ware shown wvwry oicht. Initm^ District Iim north scat Molo* 
tion in lb* RuuUn Uofuar* vu tor. Our imp for Anncani w 
arailebl. to envooe who wanted toeetad in th. district eapiUl, 
i. I -L J: ' : KuJnntu- and others are in lbs 


Etidjmkv, and others are in tba 
loa ns of Charmoa and Oubakha. 
Thora ara four so para tr oamps in 
OHrmos, thre. of thu Ubor 
oamps and tba fourth a dixspls- . 


Id their outward appearmnss 
pamps do not differ from 
thousands of similar alave-Ubor 
camps in Bossia. 

Tba day starts in tba over* 
crow dad barracks at five in tha 
ic. We know that last Juna, 


it, and short dUoussioo sessions 
. with oanvp political offlosrs w«a 
bald threw or four times a day. 

Various dalecatioas visited tha 
imps and tried to influene. tba 
«piniooa of the captive*. Tba dala- 
Cations included various paaoa 
aaauai mtt local school children, 
woman's societies, and so forth. 

Ttw children were particularly 
vocal in describing to tba prison* 
in tba barbarities committed 

araiast their homes and their par* moraine. " ' “ v " **“" ’IT”? 

Uu by U.N. fii «*. A Welfare in the “Qejsk Camp ow Cher- 
Oommittoa for Prisoners of War. mot, 

Including many prominent du- oan. ware usod « 

«ns Administered tba oaopa. we may taka ib«r daily touten. 
lie T ala oamps, however, play as After * ^ 

avenu. now berin eonduotinc broufbi_ out to them- 

daily IntoiToyationa. Within a day by the Rutatan standard Ib^tbd 

ortwo Umyknow which prison* not aat badly. But tfcy ’ J*" 

•n they want.: Most of the men aocnswmed toa fy bet^djrt and 
I are settled in ordinary P.O.W. they were auffenn* eonaideruNy. 

U*eamp«4n -North Korea and China; Thai camps are 
anticommnnism, and those in, a*ad J»y • ■P«»d 




whose remarks the officers aoo 
possibilities of conversion to tba 
Communist “faith,'* are turned 
over to the Russians. They are 
marked as desd on the official 
P.O.W. lists. 


the Central Committee of the 
Komt-Permiak National District 
of tha Communist Party. His name 
ts Comrade Edovin. Military- ron* 
J J trd is in the hands of a man called 
.O.W. lists. f Kalypin who was detailed i to 

The first aereenings are of * job from Moscow in the middle of 
re acral character, so a substantial February, 1852. 
furtwr of American, who do not Every day a ^ 

fit into th. Communist plans are camp are taken 10 Mobdw. where 
included on the trip to Rusaia. tbs 
Our information indicates that tempt. In get them to 
the overwhelminc majority of the They never return to 
transferred prisoners refuse to be they bare left; but some prob- 
ttU for propaganda work. My ' «P ^vanda. owr 

The second Up of the journey Shiranda u a amaU place near 
u2 the eelee£d P.O.W. *a to Chita. The camp eatere to a -very 
Uansit camps direcUy north of few men who strike 
Srea st Khabarovsk and Kom- nista as deserving special VT*‘ 
somolsk. The men are trao.ported ment-ltwaluayiousun^aUnf. 
by rail in train, heavily guarded *** t ood food, clean 
by M.V.D. men accompanied by dations and general conditions far 
dopa- At the transit camps there above anything 




are more interrogations, and then 
■elected P.O.W. ’s are eent to 
Chita, located oast of Lake Bai- 
kal and near the Chinese frontier. 
Tha town, one of the largest 


average Russian.- The selected few 

slay at tha camp for a period of 
four to five weeks. At the end of 
that period they either graduate 
‘ receive an assignment, or fan 


Tha town, one ol tne tartest on so« re*™** — ; — -v" 

the TranwSiberian Railroad. baa and return to tbeUbor«mP*- 

an impressive M.V.D. priin. renf m 

Here the Communist. .Urt out the number of 0.1. a sent W 
talking forw. The prisoners know Bhivanda or the Jf 

that their fate is entirely in the on La. 

hand, of the Soviet police; they / partnienlof the East filbert*" 
Z?U*d that the North Korean. / road, issued at the 
hare declared them dead. I 1852 a classified circular to all its 

At this point the prisoner ml -perwmneL requesting complete s»* 

pvt the tSdre of co-operating! !*"««> *i* Urn £?* £b£k- 
with hi. captors, and coin* to a P.O.W. 'a. The pe«h> < 
reel camp at Shi vanda, or ref i»- me this order wes 25 years 


"this order was 25 years in 
prison or death. 

From Shi vs nd» the road i* wide 
open to Moscow. Most of the ft* 
who take that road alert their 
work bv giving lectures on ot* 
American weapons, strategy. P«* 
trends and psychological 


inf co-operation and winding up 
at one of the stricter camps in the 
Komi-Permiak District. Even 
nfier he has been sent to Komi- 
Permiak. however, the prisonar 
can still chance his miod— the 

Russians are tryinc to dupe uuc ~ "™“' “““ r 

utilise as many men as they can. warfare to .elected croups of Red 
Tba Komi-Permiak National Continued on pope IV* 
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DEWARS 

"White Label 

and Victoria Vat 

SCOTCH WHISKIES . 




PI par at parade teat 
Qaa Wallace Tartan 




Famed are the clan* of Scotland 
...their colorful tartans worn in glory 
through the centuries. Famous, too, 
is Dewar'* White Label and 
Victoria Vat, forever and always ** 
wee bit o' Scotland in a bottlel 


Unrcporicd in Siberia 

Continued /rom pope iOt 
arm j* ofliwt. The other* are u*ed 
in various propaganda 
Throe America oflioer* captured 
in Korea have made good-will 
viaiuto Warsaw. Sofia and Bucha- 
rest, brinrinc greetinc* to U** 
people* of Poland, Bulgaria and 
Hu mania from the Amcnoan pria- 
•ooora of War Committee. 

No doubt they wlao assured theee 
people of the peaceful intention* 
of Koaaia and the warmongering 
of tbe United State*. 


Voice. The police carur. an one 
of the boy* a tabbed an oilin' 
to death, then hiupil himself. 
Two other* wore killed while try- 
(ajt to Moape. Four went to jaiL 

Th# atory wa» in terra tine *"d 
I released it. U went, of eourae. 
to th* Voice of America people. 
A oooplo of month* lator 1 w*j 
informed that the Govonuuent 
had confirmed it* accuracy. 

Shortly after that first indirect 
confirmation be aent me another 
interacting atory: A pwK ** 9°~ 
ing on to thr Soriet HrpyUir of 
Georgia. It is kitting party afiriaU 
and paony W» will ooon be roll- 
ing, Georgia is Stalin S noiist (and 
and hr takes spreial tan of it. 
Jjarrrnti-ltrria himself has madt e 
trip to Georgia. He quoted from 
Berit'i i|wrb allegedly delivered 


86.8 froof Bland ad Scotch W hairy <Z Schenley Import Carp- N. Y. 
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The atory oome* to mo from a 
unique informant, a abort, buaky 
little man whom 1 met in Berlin in 
the early part of 1B52. He waa 
then frech from a trip to Poland. 

He was not a Polo, but be waa 
in terra ted in any and all of the 

countries which bnd fallen vie Lira w — • »,■«"“ — Z, 

to Communist aggression. He bad at the Conger** of the Ooorymo 
lived under Communitm and do- Communist Party, 
eided to devote hi. life to fighting My first rascUoa 
it He wanted to gel a. much news line it waa a bide too farfetelnd. 
a* possible out of the Bed orbit. I kept the ««T for two then 
"Tbe West muil know." be said. decided to let It fa Mj nl * At * 
"Otherwise it will perUh." date waa July 22. I8 *“ 

By th# time I waa boarding I received a confirmation on 
I mv plane back home we bad September 23, 1M2. when a 
L-agreod upon a trial period, of. eo*^pyi»l..di»t»jch to . 

l^perTtion He wa* to furnish the the New Yr^lTT.mr* announced ■■ 
Foreign New. Service with any the purge and Bena a -wait. The 
material he might lay hi* hand* diapateh must have 
on. but be *u never to divulge through Soviet cenaorship.tn 
hia aourcea to me or to anyone other word*, the confirmation 
else. "You may lake it or leave came from official botnet aourcea. 
it" he aaid. "You arc not to This account of American 
write to me unless I tell you to." P.O.WVa in Ruttia every deud 
Hi* dispatches started arriving ui U, was received from the aauie 
soon thereafter. At first they man. I d- "«« bit aourres 

looked ao aenaational that I was 
afraid to uae them. Then 1 was 
able to verify one or two through 
other channel*. From then on. my 
Berlin friend became a regular 
contributor to our organisation. 

I have never been able to check 
directly the reliability of hi* 
atone*. 1 cannot go to Russia, iv me*™ **••* —** 
nor can I aend anyone there. Thi* atiU applying, though H « now 
wav of reporting baa been forced auppoaediy a nonbelligerent, the 
on u* bv the men in tbe Kremlin, rulhlea* technique* it used in the 
and mv friend look* a* though he last war. A captured mat. i* ...ere- 
were one of the few roaatera of tbe ly a uaeful object to the bo net 
new technique. Hi* method* are Government: useful a« a learner 
a combination of interviewing or a propagandist if be is 
refugee*. reading the Soviet per** operative, aa a alave J be I* not; 
and ealabtiabing contact with and uaeful alway* at a way u» 
people inside tbe Soviet world. undermine tbe morale of h» rela- 
Tbe only **y I could possibly tivea at boms. Tbe Communists 
gain confidence in him waa to re- ace to it that a prisoner ■ family 
ceive confirmation of hia major rarely if over bean from him: 
ctoriea from some other aourcea. they do not allow him to write 
I waived several month*, and letter* and they refuse to permit 
then the confirmation* came. One the International Red Cress to 
of hia atone* arrived in May. It visit the camp*. Their tight oen- 
deaeribed bow a group of young sorahip guarantee* that the ^ full 
bova, all member* of tbe Kotnao- story will never beeswie puWi«-— 
mol (Communist Youth League). unless they split with China and 
in Chapaev. Western Kazakhsta n , the two Communist states start 
listened regular Iv to the Voice of blaming each other for atrocities. 
America. Thcv listened in Rua- To American* generally this 
aiau and in Turkettani. using a atory should be another reminder 
radio act in the local post office, of the nature of the force they are 
They bad an organised group with fcbting. anoth^^ W n 
•different boy littering every night for cool heads, ^ B * 

and reporting to tbe others. r«oluUon in deUmg jnth thr 

The roup wa* betrayed by its Coma.um.ta Eventually these 
own device^ A teacher in the qualities may hnng ^k from 
boys* school found a couple of tbeir_ Rusman jlat er> tbe men 

note* inside a testbook about tbe *“ 

previous night* broadcast of the 


or hi* contact*; making him would 
mean losing him. All I can do is 
to wait again for confirmation. 
The story itself, loaded with fac- 
tual details, is convincing as far 
is I am concerned. 

But whst doe* it mean? To me 
it means that the Soviet Union is 


m Korea. W 
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^ tr/^i on Hussion offairs claims ihal our CJ't. telcd ** mijsings * CJ/# ln Siberia 
cwil choose between propaganda jobs and shveryjn^iberta —t. ^ ^ > ■--tax'- Du trio l 1 mm 


'-•true- Diilriol 1 mm> north xo«l rf Molo 
• — Tim) for Aomomtii is 
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UNREPORTED G.I.’S IN SIBERIA 


Tw* U> believe it may ^f^PWpiii* or from Momow- changed. From 

art rather lW * •°** a *“l ***** ■ ** °° "tS* i^hniqus, U»,»M « old one. Durii* 

««?•*** T® U £ __to^t w th. Rod Army capUimd wdrn- 

‘te^ira-nKl -Cr ^oed Smt-d not only our former snexmes-to Ger- 

•leelrooieaiid mechaaiaal moans oT oomnitt^ man* Italian*. Rumanian*, Hungarian* and 

lice *" eenacred fey ^ Austrians— but alao some of oar allies. notably 

ti* doss get «»*, through refugees «-ra>W*» ft^V^Tsoina of that# P.O.W.'s rslurned 

to aocaa a to mo beoauas I am ******* “f**?* accounted for Oarmany claim* that one and a 

4 to Fcrtatn N*W» ^°V“ half million of her toldiar* ara .till WI ^P“ 

*W ipoculuoa in g* tonne -iraa a figure of one hundred thousand. Italy of 

to Iron Curtain. Bat wo torn no proof, and p Tq ^ ^uim. the Soviet loader* 

iSlS ooMirt temJMa' r S Al^lTlMsj 

hipped to tho Soviet Union to work “ J^T ’ ^Lordinr to official stotistice. the number of 


dipped to IM OOTWl UIWH1 

kbor aamna or to train aa Commumit prop+- 
pod* agent*. Thi* article presents the deled* 

4 to story aa I know thorn, to proof available 
te my hand, and aa much information about my 

aouroea ae I am at liberty to revoaL 

We hart almoet forrotlan about it by now, 
hot a totally unexpected shock hit this nation 
ea November 15. 1951. Morning newspaper 
fcMitiinn htp w ^ tli« dd*y*d MOT 1 mM f 
kffiinc of American P.O.W.‘a by to Chinese and 
Korean CommuniaU. The report was by Colonel 

t jj. Hanley, Judo AdvooaU General c t 

to Eighth Army* 1* aoouaed to enemy of 
slaughtering more than 2500 captured American 
•oldims, and it fmve details: na me a. date*, pUnea. 
General Ridgwey. 

bJT^rt had rouJd a fury of public opinion 
itkome. To him it was an old itory. In Deomn- 

W 195Q, he had eent to Washington a film which 

towed to recovered bodies of American priaoo- 
«« shot in to back of to skull and buried with 
their handa still tied behind their back a Thia 
Birder of prisoner* was not even a new Com- 
munist taotic: near to beginning of World War 
II eavaral thousand Polish officers bad been 
fcffle d by the Russians in Katyn Forest, and their 
bodies thrown into a maaa crave. They, too. bad 
been killed by bullets fired from behind; their 
heeds, loo, bad been tied behind their back*, 
la feet, by the time Colonel Hanley'* report 

**a wmt ^ iK« Communists had changed their 
tactics. Up to April. 1851. 1 reoeived many re- 
port a indirectly from Korean and Chineao Ha- 
lt rat who had witnessed maaa •hooting* of o*P~ 
land U.N. troops. Up to that tima to Chinese 


prisoners between January aiu — . ----- 
Acoording to official aUtialica. the number oT 
American soldiers miaaing in action is Korea was 
13.012 in Deoambcr, 1052. We do not know how 
many of these men are atill alive, how many are 
prisoners in Korea, how many are in CW or 
Russia Bui our beat information is that Urge 
numbers of American* are now livinr m camps 
scattered in the various Republic* of Ru**u. 

The co-ordinating center for them camps seems 
to be to city of Molotov. Northeast of Molo- 
*tnv in *ba area ©ommonly Imown aa North woa 
em’fiibaria. Amarioana have been wen m at least 
■iz camps, and other American 
bean reported from camps situated on the 
Coast of Siberia, in Khabarovsk and a to 
towns of CbiU and Omsk, both on to Trane- 
Siberian Railroad. 

Molotov, formerly known as P«m, ha* a popo- 
Utioo of 255.000 and lies west of to Ural Moun- 
tains. It has been an industrial osnter smoa the 
oarir aichuenlh century, when copper undone 
plants were eeUblished, and today it produces 
mti cultural machinery, lumber end leather t<xxl*. 
STof course, refined ©opper. In Molotov the 
Headquarter* of the Soviet political poboe u a 
Urze bull dine alao uaad a* a pnson. and Amen- 
oan P.O.W.’a have been kept there for periods of 
•erreninc and ioterroeation. ■ 

The CommuniaU use two proced urea— one (or 
South Korean*, the other for all other U.N. per- 
•onnel — in dealin* with priaoner* of war. South 
Korean* are sent to near-by camps and mterro- 
nUd' officer*, technician* and case* of «peei*J 
Inure* l •« then separated and mnt U» the ncarmt 
outpoal of the Soviet Military Mission in China, 
ll is widaly rumored in Oiin a that a aecral 

KfiqOWSiNaf 


w-rwatnaot has been concluded between Pripinc 

*nd Mcuoow recardin* thew prison^Atocr^ 

int to tot peot eertain eaaos are automatioaDy 
transferred by to Chinese to to Soviet “thorr- 
tie*. Such oases include ell bi»b-«nW South 
Korean officer, who oan be accuead of deliberate 
and active co-operation with the enemy- 

-are considered war.eriminals and Sr ea U d a oror d- __ 
inrly. Active antioommuniaU. moo unwilling 
to talk, and other minor oeaes are alao tuned 
over to to Russian*. . 

The men must all pas* Soviet Military Mtsnoo 

■creenit*. Those who fail to pees are sent to iso- 
lated camp, in the Yakutsk Autonomou. Sov^ 
Republic, the largest m area of to Rums® 
republics (1,169.000 square miles) but one of to 
-s malles t in population (only 420.000 inhabitants). 
The ration haa no railroad*, and bfh*ya art 
the, Bole mean* of transportation. In to Alin* 
Ulry of Stale Security Buildin* at ItalonJ 
Tekutak, the capital of to Republit^ u to Cen- 
tral Commission for Korean P.O-W. *• _ 

Colonel Ivan Achsacnyrov. a polios offi«r who 
heads to Central Commission, recently nan* 
fenced a number of South Korwn offi^ to lS 
to 25 rears in labor camps. Although Russia 
officially is not at war with to United Nation* 
force, defendinc Korea, th«e men were all ac- 
cused of oo-operatin* with the eocmy. ^ 

Only Asians are sent to YakuUk. All otor 
U.N. prisoners are sent to camps located on to 
Talu River where toy era interrogated by 
CbinoM and Russian offioer* who apeak psne ct 
Enrlish. Tbeee officer* conduct to fint ecrecn- 
in*. American air force officers, artillerymen, 
took specialist* and other fech n iriana am aspe- 
rated from to twat and tent to special camps. 
(Some of these epedeliato, considered P^tic^ 
Uriv valuable, ere flown directly to Russia. Their 
first stop is et Poeet, a naval station at Poset 
Bar on to Chinese-Soviet. frontier.) 

These special camps are toatUmd elonf to 
Cituoeae tide of (he Yolo Rivtfe U Jod€« lvS-e 
I beard descriptions, without names or locations, 
of two of to camps. At tot time about nine 
hundred non-Korean P.O.W/s. mostly Ameri- 
cans and some British and Turk*, were boused 
In to two camps. Each camp had about 450 
men divided into units of fifty or ei«y. The 
Communist* wore tryimr their best to make their 
eaplivoa feel at aase. Food was decent, to daily 
routine was light and there was plenty of recrea- 
tion. Book* and msgarme* were available in 
English. French. Russian and German. Battle 
films — usually featuring village* and cities 

l bombed by U.N. plane*— (Cortonwden pop* f«) 
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(39203-117153), CABTOS ( 2^30U- 11315* 1 • Kore recent reporta, hcvere**. 
been acarcb and incomplete. Ksry P#W transferred fcnvc boss tcchnleiert 
end f actory wrfcere. Clhsr PoW triT.eftrrcd hire hni e. to»ct?lcd£5 f-v 
Cantonese tnci cro rbpo.'tccly usee ibi* piopan^nn:. pui'piucs. 

b. P lucres show that tha tatnl mabfcr t X KU pliw^fccva 
let* do *e to t* US repatriated leaves a balance of over CIvO udr-.brov.iiod. 
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a. Are there row cr bkv« t’ltro bfecr.inileiii: 

acted free Sitf in Voi’lli lore:. c.';;' 0 -n iIm ij. 1 '! • -••’■'•' ••—■-•••- 
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b. Are there inr.ic- ticiis ui issroiioeu. ei_.il tr*f/i;: — 

? orti of SICTIJU, ASJU. Ci^SKi»«-. and S0K3JIE ea.w.Vl* c Z YJU.aJi.Ly L- 
of pi raonial? If *o, vfcwe are titty 1 seated, vht.t t.* sa of Id 

n.ny , vhat Is the car^e ? • 

c. Ire thsre Indi CRtlo::.c of rV Cfcpc lit or areua* the ciiii 

neotltnei In 'paragraph 1, shore? If gc, wimt ntliMUlit? of -t- * 

held, and bov neny? 
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a. ThJa i» n continuin' re ini resent ard 
until cancelled by this h«Dd<piar iirs . 
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b. Thla is • priority II intalllsance vitmi; 

Mains Of Intelligence Directive So. 1, USAFr .t , datad 1 ^asd. 

o« Inforcation will ba forwarded cc obiaitt-i. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 23. O. C. 

DEFENSE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON PRISONERS OF WAR 


Lear Mr. Secretary: 

We submit herewith the report of your Advisory Committee on Prisoners of 
War. It consists of three sections: (1) the Report proper with a general state- 

ment of our recommendations and the reasons therefore which, subject to your 
approval, we recanmend be released to the public; (2) our specific recommenda- 
tions as to the actions we feel you should take on various aspects of the problem, 
including proposed directives and letters drafted for your signature; and (3) 
Committee Documentation. 

Within the terms of our directive, the proposed actions are, in our Judg- 
ment, the most practical means of providing Americans who serve their country 
in battle with every means we can devise to defeat the enemy's techniques of 
physical, mental and moral persuasion* They provide for a Code of Conduct, a 
program of training and education to make the Code effective and the means far 
coordinating action in these matters. 

We examined the publicly alleged divergent action taken by the Services 
toward prisoners repatriated from Korea. The disposition of all cases was 
governed by the facts and circumstances surrounding each case, and was as con- 
sistent, equitable and uniform as could be achieved by any two boards or courts. 

/ egal steps, including appeals, are completed and in light of the uniqueness 
or the Korean War and the particular conditions surrounding American prisoners 
of" war, the appropriate Service Secretaries should make thorough reviews of all 
punistaients awarded. This continuing review should make certain that any excessive 
sentences, if found to esdst, are carefully considered and mitigated. This re- 
view should also take into account a comparison with sentences meted cut to other 
prisoners for similar offenses. 

The Committee examined military planning designed to secure the release of 
prisoners of war. We recommend further action in the diplomatic field to promote 
the release of prisoners still illegally held by the Communists, along with certain 
jther measures to meet the eventualities of any future conflict. 

We are hopeful our reconmendations will assist towards strengthening our Aimed 
Forces as well as countering Cousnunist propaganda efforts to exploit American 
personnel. 
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 


IT May 1955 


MEMORANDUM FUR THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
TEE SECRETARY CF THE ARMY 
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
THE SECRETARY CF THE AIR FORCE 

THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS C F STA FF 

TEE ASSISTANT SECRETARY CF DEFENSE (MANPOWER A P ERSO NNEL) 

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (RESEARCH A DEVELOPMENT) 

SUBJECT: Prisoners of War 

The balov-nsmed officers and officials of the Department of Defense 
are hereby designated as a Defease Advisory Committee on Prisoners of War. 

CHAIRMAN 

Mr. Carter L. Burgess, Assistant Secretary of Defense (MAP ) 

VICE CHAIRMAN 

John E. Hull, General, U. S. Army (Retired) 

MEMBERS - Civilian 

Dr. Frank Berry, Assistant Secretary of Defense (HAM) 

Mr. Hugh M. Milton H, Assistant Secretary of Army (MAKF) 

Mr. Albert Pratt, Assistant Secretary of Navy (PAHF) 

Mr. David Smith, Assistant Secretary of Air Force (MAP) 

MEMBERS - Military 

Frank V. Milbum, Lt. General, U. S. Army (Retired) 

C. A. Lockvood, Vice Admiral, U.S. Navy (Retired) 

Idval H. Edvards, Lt. General, U. S. Air Force (Retired) 

Merritt Edson, Major General, U. S. Marine Corps (Retired) 

In addition to the above-named members, staff support will be provided 
in the form of a Secretariat. Legal Counsel vill be provided by the Office 
of General Counsel (06D). Research Assistance will be provided through the 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (RAD). 

Liaison between this Ccmittee and government agencies outside the 
Department of Defense vill he conducted through appropriate Assistant 
Secretaries of Defense, as coordinated by the Assistant Secretary (MAP). 

Terms of reference will be provided separately. The Co mm ittee vill 
submit suitable recommendations within sixty days after its first meeting. 



DEFENSE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON PRISONERS OF WAR 


CASUALTY BRANCH, TAGO 


CPOW/3D-17 
6 July 1955 


MEMORANDUM FOB RECORD: 

SUBJECT: Demands for Accounting from the Opposing Forces for Missing 
United States Military Personnel 


1* After the cessation of hostilities in Korea and conpletion of 
repatriation of prisoners of war the Casualty Branch of The Adjutant 
General 1 s Office proceeded to resolve all cases of missing, missing in 
action or captured personnel under the provisions of PL 490 (The Missing 
Persons Act). Upon completion of this action there remained a residue 
of 944 unresolved cases of which 610 were Army. 

2. The files of Casualty Branch of TAGO contained scraps of 
unverified information that led to the belief that at one time these 
persons were alive and possibly in the hands of the enemy. However, they 
were not among the repatriated US personnel nor did the enemy rsider an 
accounting of their fate. Repeated demands for an accounting have been 
presented to the enemy by the UN MAC to no avail. 

3. Subsequently the list of 610 has been reduced to 202 as reports 
of death were issued on the basis of additional information. 

4. A review of 356 files presently available in Casualty Branch 
reveals that action to issue reports of death was predicated on the 
following information: 

a. Status charged to Killed in Action on the date reported 
Hissing in Action on the basis of statements - 32. 

b. Status changed to Killed in Action on the date reported 
Missing in Action on the basis of recovered remains - 13* 

c. Status changed to killed or died of disease while in the 
hands of Communist Forces, based on statements - 311* 


JOSEPH E. CRUMB 
Major, AGC 

Acting Chief, Casualty Branch, TAGO 
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CPOW/3 D-4 
22 June 1955 


STUD I GB0UP IU 

BEOOTOI OF UHB£FATBIATS) FRISCBCSS Of MR 

Problem A« Assess Efforts to Recorrer Pnrcpatriated 
Military Personnel 

American Military Personnel Unaccounted for by the Cocmnmiata 


Document Presented to the Joint Chiefs of Staff by 

Lt. Col* James L. Monroe 
U. 3* Air Force 
Prisoner Officer 
13 June 1955 


This do event cont ains information affecting the national defense of 
the United States within the meaning of the Espioage Lavs, Title IS, 
U. 3* C. , Sections 793 end 794* The transmission or the revelation 
of itfs contents in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited 
by law. 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


CFCW/D-9b (Incl.7) 
Hi July 1955 
(Place in Sec. lb) 


U. S. MHUAHT JERSONNEL UNACCOUNTED FOR BT THE CCMMJNI5TS 


On 9 September 1953, the United Nations C omm a n d « knitted to the 
Military Armistice Ccnmission a list of 9bb Biasing U. S. 
personnel concerning idiom reports were received which indicated that 
the COBsaaniata possessed knowledge of their fate. In many, cases the 
reoorta on these men were scanty and inconclusive. It waa never be - 
?.iered or intended to be implied that all of these men were still 
living. 


Br 6 Decanter 1951, through exchange of bodies and receipt of other 
jnformtion. this list of personnel unaccounted for was reduced to 170. . 
This figure was announced by Ambassador Lodge at a Plenary Session of 
the General Assembly of the United Nations on 8 December 195U. This 
* eduction waa accomplished largely through information obtained by our 
w:m effort, rather than from the Communists. 


In older to provide for death benefits, insurance settlements, and 
u-‘ .• survivor rights, the military Departments have declared nearly 

: rr the 170 missing servicemen as "presumed dead," under the Missing 
persons Act of 1912 (P.L. b90, 77th Cong.). This cUssification is 
reflected in the latest official Department of Defense statistical 
report on Korean War casualties, dated b November 195b, which indicates 
that of a total of 5,866 U.S. personnel classified as missing in action, 
only 21 were still idoitified a a "current missing." 


However, the Department of Defense position and the current U.S. 
Government position is that the Communists continue to be responsible 
for sn accounting of the complete list of 170 U. S. personnel. 


Responsibility for the coordination of information on this list 
thin DCD has been assigned to the Defense Prisoner Officer, Lieutenant 
Colonel L. Monroe, USIF. 


CPOW/3 D-4 
22 June 1955 


13 June 1955 


BCttASDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

SUBJECT: American Military Personnel Unaccounted for by the Comunista. 

1 Reference is made to the Chairman's oral request for current figures 
of American military personnel missing in the Korean Theater and not accounted 
for by the Coumnlsts. 

2 ae total mmfcer of U. S. military personnel still unaccounted for 
la LI 0* Accordin g to the rules of the Genera Convention and in accordance . 
idth the usualpractlces of civilised nations, the Communists could be held ; 
responsible for sd accou ntin gs 

3. The original list presented on 9 September 1953 to the Connunist 
representativeUaU the Military Armistice Commission (MAC) included the 

nases of 944 U* 3. military personnel. 

l By 17 August 1954, through exchange of bodies and receipt of other 
infomtion^ the U. S. list reduced to 526. This list was taken to a 
neebing of the KAC on that date, but the Communist representatives left it 
lying on the conference table lriien they departed, 

c By 6 Decosber 1954, as a result of additional information received, 
the lirt ™ further reduced to 470. This figure was announced 
lodge in the Plenary Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
on 8 December 1954- 

6. On H June 1954, the United Kingdom Mission in Peiping asked an 
adeountlng of all U. N. personnel unaccounted-for at that time. The Mission 
supplied! list which Included the names of all U. S. personnel unaccounted 
for at that time. 

7. In arriving at a figure for which the Communists can be held to 
have responsibility for an accounting, it should be borne in mind that the 
steady reduction of our unaccounted-for list has been largely through 
Information obtained bv our own effort . The Communists, therefore, cannot 
be held to be relieved of responsibility for an accounting of the original 
list of 944. 
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Subject: American Military Personnel Unacoo unted CPOW/3 D-4 

for by the Communists (continued) 22 June 1955 


o. There are six Navy and five Coast Guard personnel who were missing 
a the Swatow crashes and w ere not included in the above figure since they 
mre not operating under the U. N. Command. At Geneva the Communist represen- 
tatives denied any knowledge of them. However, because of the intelligence 
report that two American Airmen were seen in Swatow, the Chinese denial was 
unacceptable. 

9. Re co m men dation : Provided it is made entirely clear that the 

reduction from the original list of 944 U. S. personnel has been through 
information obtained by our own effort , it is recommended that the position 
be taken that the Ccnmunists still are responsible for an accounting for 
470 U. S. pe rs o n nel. 

10. The farther question was raised by the Chairman as to how many 
of the above figure we can prove were at one time in Comnunist hands. Ve 
have no absolute proof that all were in Communist hands while alive. How- 
ever, there is sufficient evidence to indicate that a sizeable number of the 
above were know to be alive in custody of the Ccsanunista at one time. 


JAMES L. MONROE 
Lt. Colonel, USAF 
Prisoner Officer 


- 2 - 




CP0W/D-9b (Incl.l) 
Hi July 1955 
(Place in Sec. 11*) 


STATUS OF KOREAN PRISONERS OF WAS AS OF 8 JUNE 1955 



Marine Air 
Total Amy Navy Corps Force 


Total Known Captured 7 >190 

Died while in captured status 2,736 
Returned or repatriated] 

Returned prior to truce 650 

Repatriated 3*778 

Elected nan -repatriation 21 

Still retained 11 



jtes and Definitions 

Korean prisoners of war include U.S. military personnel known to have 
been captured by the enengr (Suing period of Korean hostilities, 25 June 1950- 
27 July 1953* Also includes 6 Marine Corps personnel captured and released 
after 27 July 1953. Excludes personnel missing in action during Korean 
hostilities about whom no information is available. Nearly all of these 
personnel have been found presumably dead under Missing Persons Act of \9h2 • 

Deaths while in captured status include, in addition to definitely 
determined deaths, a small mmber o£ presumptive "findings of death" under 
Missing Persons Act of 19 U2. 

Returned prior to truce include personnel held for short time only and 
recovered prior to ^7 July 1953 . 

Repatriated Include personnel returned in accordance with prisoner 
exchange agreements. 

Comparability with earlier PCW statistics . Above data may differ from 
earlier PCW statistics due to subsequent status changes and more complete 
information. 
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CF0W/D-9b (Incl. 2) 
Hi July 1955 
(Place In Sec. Ui) 


U. S. MUITABY PERSONNEL KNOWN CAPTJHKD HIRING 
KOREAN HOSTILITIES, BT SERVICE 
(la of 8 Jane 1955) 


Service 


Number 


Percent Distribution 


TOTAL 


7,190 


100.0 


I 


Axny 

Navy- 

Marine Corps 
Air Force 


6,656 

1*0 

231 

263 


52.6 

0.5 

3.2 

3.7 


1 


Note* 

Period of Korean hostilities covers 25 Jane 1950 - 27 July 1953* 
Marine Corps total includes 6 captured and released after 27 July 1953. 


v ** 1 * 
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Total Known 
Cqp hired 


Deaths while in captured status 1 ( 


1 J . includes following presumptive findings of deaths: Amy, 15j 

* Navy, Ji; Kaiine Coips, 9; Air Force, 5* * 
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CFCW/D-$b (Incl.5) 
XU July 1955 
(Place in Sec.l4) 


SEOTICE ACTIONS OH REPATRIATED K0HSAN FHSOHEBB OF WAR 
AS OF 30 JTJHE 1955 



Total 

Amy 1 

favy 

Marine 

Corps 

Air 

Force 

Total returned or repatriated 

l*,l*28 

3,973 

31 

200 

221* 

Ccudact found aatisfactoiy 
Conduct questioned 

3,863 

565 

3,51*7 

1*26 

31 

us 

52 

137 

87 

Cleared or dropped 

213 

6? 

87 

60 

- 

49 

77 

7 

Separated 

3 



- 

3 

Resigned 

x 

* 

i — 

1 

- 

rinand 

o 



2 


>tricted assignment 

c 

c 

6 1 



• 

Convicted ty Court Martial 

0 

211 

62 

211 

z 


- 

Referred to FBI 
Pending 

62 

- 


- 


SOMKAHT 





Total returned or repatriated 
Cleared or dropped 

U,U28 

U,287 

3,973 

3,8U5 

31 

31 

200 

197 

221* 

211* 

Punished or Administratively 

79 

62 

66 


3 

10 

Separated 

62 


- 

- 

Fending 
% punished 

; o< 

1$ 

w 

2% 

2 % 
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DEPARTMENT Of DEFENSE 


CKV/D-9b (lncl.6) 
Hi July 1955 
(Place in Sec* lit) 


SE3E CTE) MEDICAL STATISTICS OH ffiPAT ELATED FCW'S 

The following statistics are baaed upon an analysis of pwlirinsry 
eedicS^iSrK 3.7US repatriated Onited State, prisoner, of war by 
the Office of the Surgeon General, Department of the Any. 

, of nedlcal evacuation cases. Of the 3,7U5 repatriates, 

t gfli fKn ermSated io LK V335T5tatea in a patient status. 

tao-thJ*ds of these 1,281 pati«ta were designated as requiring 
convalescent cir* only* 

0 T^neth of hospitalisation. As of 30 June 1951* , about 3,000 
L ,^S«s had bSen ratur5 3 to duty after an average length of 

hospitalisation of about two months. Only 1*0 foraer PW 3 were 
iz£ hospitals; 22 of them were recalling treatment for tnberculosi . 

1 y-i-ntMtien and weight loss. Hearly cne-flfth of the repatrtatM 
- -e l.pnn eed as MinutrLUor case~ upon initial esaminatlcn after repatria 
' U^rage weight loss among all repatriates was a lbs.; 257 men lost 

Ufl lbs* or more* 

I, Tiattlit amone recovered KW f s. About one-half of the 

repatriate s t ha d §HoF Lo ca^e . Du. to th« long average^ 

Sd^f captivity (117 weeks), very few were in need of further iionediate 
Stdlcal care for the battle wounds incurred prior to capture. 

C frostbite 351 of the repatriates had suffered frostbite, 

JSSStn- * nan w ( — , s— i'JSS? 

“teS 10* of the total repatriates) had some residual of this frostbite 
when recovered* 

f. p-_M.trf. e findings. About 15* of the repatriates were recorded 

zElSS&SS&s - 

from psychoses* 

7 w«Mlitv seoarations. As of 30 June 195U, only 108 Any 
persc^e l” offioLi P ol j,32T Army repatriates studied, 
k for disability, while 1*0 additional personnel were still hospitalized. Eve 
5 ItErSSd that all the remaining cases Will receive a disabm^ 
separation, this would represent a disability separation rate of about tf. 



depahtment of defense 


CPOW/D-9b (Incl* M 

1U July 1955 

(Place In Sec. 1U) 


oohpabisch 07 PW mi®, whld vah n and korea 



0J»,09O 1 2,730 I 10.9* 


121* ,079 6,656 

1 3.31*8 UO 

2 27U 231 

2,Z7U 



1 / Amy data for World War II delude AMT ^ CorpS * 


Noteat . 

Deatha include d eternised deato^a^^e^P^^ 8tatistic3 0 n 

deaths of personnel known to following umber of presumptive 

deaths of S»- «- **' *g ££%*•. 9; Air Force, 5. 
findings of death* Amy, -OJ n *’ 7 » * 


Tl’ ''rl 'M • f ^ fd 
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survivors held in detention; and publicity to the request any 
encourage other repatriates to come forward with information. 

Moscow's and Tokyo's coasnenta art requested on the general 
doslrahlllty of cuch action and particularly on the following 
proposed note. 


VERBATIM TEXT 

The Embassy of the United Stutee of America presents its com- 
'gllnente to the Ministry of Forclijn Affairs of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics end has the honor to refer to the question of 
the detention of United Stetea military personnel in the Soviet Union* 
The United State* Government has for come time received, from persons 
of various nationalities freed from Soviet Government Imprisonment 
during the last neveral years, reports that they have conversed with, 
seen or heard reports concerning United States military aviation 
personnel, belonging either to the United States Air Force or to 

the United States Navy Air Arm, In actual detention in the Soviet 

'Union* The United States Government' has 'sought in all such easel 
to obtain. If possible, precise identification of American nationals 
detained by the Soviet Government, although it notes that by inter- 
national law and international practice the Soviet Government is 
obliged to inform the United States Government first of any American 
nations 1b vhem the Soviet Government holds in custody or to permit 
such nationals to communicate with the proper United States authorities* 
Tha reports concerning ouch personnel have now become so persistent 
and detailed, and so credible, that, although the United States Govern- 
ment Is not able to Identify by name these American mt lotus la now 
detained by the Soviet Government, it requests the Soviet Government 
to inform the United Spates Government in detail concerning each 
American military fereon who liae been detained In the Soviet Union 
at any ttm? since Jenunry l, 19^9 of whom the United St-atec Govern- 
ment has not heretofore been lafuj-med by Uie j^viet Government, 
giving in each case the •xoa-j of the person and the circunuitunceo 
underlying his detention. 

Specifically, the United St fetes Government is informed and la 
compelled to believe that the Soviet Cuvc;«E^Dt has hid and continues 
to have under detention the follow tog: 

1* One or more member:* of the crew of a United Eta tee Navy 
Privates r-type aircraft which pbm* Jovn In the Baltic Sea area on 
April <B, 1950* The United ;5aate* Coverrraent ban clace that time 
received reports that vu clout mtt&b*-ra of tfcs crew of this United 
State 3 aircraft v* re, and are, detnln-id in Soviet detention places 


_] 


n 
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in the Far Eastern area or the Soviet. Union. In particular, it 
is informed, snd believes, that in 1050 end in October, 1953 at 
least one American military aviation person, believed to be a 
Deaber or the crev of this United filuteo Nuvy Privateer, vas held 
at Carp Ho. 20 cllaeedly nvfir Hint, and Collective Far* Ho, 25. 
approximately kllomster^ fives Thl»fi*t, 'imdftr sentence for alleged 
espionage. This Aatrir «n BtfLIm* i •.*» dw*. bribed as baring suffered 
bums on the fecc end legu in U>; *’rf‘oh or hU aircraft \* m Ir g 

crutches or a cane. 


Reports have been receive! from former prisoners of the Soviet 
soveroment at Vcrkut* that Li iisplember.. iy50 * e w ny ac eight 
American nationals, bellcvet to be members of the crev of the United 
States Navy Privateer to which reference lo made, had been seen Is 
the area of Vorkuta end rpecirically, that one person 1*0 vas in- 
temed at Vorkuta in September, 1950 stated that he vas serving a 
twenty-five year e alienage Lenience and had been a member of a 
dovaed United States aircraft. 

„ informe t ion of the Soviet Government, the crev of the 

United States Wavy Privateer when it departed for its flight over 
the high seas of the Baltic consisted of the foUoving United 


Nome 


Lionels of 

the United States: 

Rank 

Serial Humber 

Lt. 

320676 USNR 

Bt. 

264095 USff 

W. Jg 

368573 USH 

Ens. 

506762 USH 

ADI 

3685^30 USH 

ADI 

2242750 USH 

ATI 

2799076 USH 

CT3 

25^0438 USH 

A?3 

£5^2600 USH 

AB3 

9539664 USH 


F-stte, John H. 

Eeeechtf , Howard W. 

Reynolds, Robsrt D. 

Burges c, Tt-ssny L. 

Danenc Jr., Joe li, 

Thomas, Jack W, 

Beckman, Frank B, 

Purcell, Edward J. 

R inn tar Jr. ,~ Joseph Norrl* 
fiourassa, Joe**ph Jay 

Pn „J ® r BOW nt * wL - n of the crev of o United States Air 
* or - e B -29 which came down on June lj, jy52, either over tfas Sea of 
japon or near the Kamchatka tx-ra cf the Soviet Union. An officer. 

ev-d ; r the United * :Us *'wi*rnaeut to have been a member of 
this crev, vas ob^ervea in reU.T, 1/53 in n Joliet bocplt.al north 

n ** r thP cro;;: tn ' * r «*• iMver between Elgon and 

Debia et a P lnc« mil. i *..i Thl, officer aUted that he had 

been con^ic tel, vr. n-n mw* s Itom 6 of Artici.* 58 of the Soviet 
renal Code. 
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mo. > CA-!Oir»5 F .TVrnc LO, Xir/O, 


muter , Soviet Detention of United SUtea Aircraft Incident Survivor*. 


tfaa Aoerlcan Embtsoy, MOSCOV 
American Embassy, TOKIO 


- ^ I * h o * 

Reference is made to the Department's Airgrea A-785 of April 1 6, £ 
*954 to the American Embuaby, Tokyo on the subject "Aircraft Incident*-'- • 
Survivors" and related telegraphic correspondence, Including Section fir* » 
of Moscow' a T^legn«a to the Department Ho. 944 of februaty 1, 1954. r i 
final paragraph. 1 


Tha Department ia considering whether it has becone appropriate * 
ac well aa deairable at this time to question the Soviet Government J 
apocificeUy with reference to the detention of American fliers vhoaa £ 
preaence h«a been reported by repatriates from Soviet priaoa 3 

_ piaeec, even though -the- has ic information received- in 

the Department le not a* specific at that which has underlain --tho S 
representation* made to the Soviet Government in other cae^a.^ , *0 

The Soviet Government has already denied knowledge of the Where- !„ 
about, of fJixy crew members of the IU29 destroyed by Soviet fighter* ¥* 
off Hokkaido on October 7, 1952 and the B-50 destroyed by Soviet J 
fighters over the Sea of Japan on July 29, 1953, Thia Department, 
however, made no specific inquiry with respect to the detention of 
survivors of the United States Navy Privateer shot down by Soviet 
OV3P the flsltic Ce* 011 April 6, 1950, nor with respect to 
*he B-29 missing over the area of tha Sea of Japan on J\me 13, 1PJ2; J* 
lor has it made specific representations with respect to the reported n 
ie tent ion of United States aviation personnel who may have c o ns Into 
soviet custody during the Korean hostilities. There have been report*/* 

> f“«ioned in tha communications under reference, from American, Japanese 
jmd other sources Indiceting specifically the detention of American 
pvlatiou personnel oince 1949 and the possibility that among XhksC ') 

Are included crew members of such loat or destroyed aircraft. frf 

Embassies ore, of course, aware of tho widely publicized aUegatSl* 
of the repatriate, John Noble, which have been corroborated la pans gc 

by other repatriates, concerning the Navy Piivatear crew. It i»£** “* 

believed that the information may be specific eaough to Justify # 4v 
■ departure from the existing practice of identifying by nans Indiana* J 
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FORMER CfiMRAj)ES| of P.O.W's Press Plea for Help to Free Them 



5 Ek-PHmihO of RtdCItin'M 



m 


PURI WATCR 

It 

vftol fo huHh 


CALL 

| SP 7-55 1 
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|M>u! f*»r aajr fuiwilon . 


i • »«♦ 

• IlIfNtl * Pi 

• Plante* 

• FuMm U»»I 


• IlNftltM 
• Paataa . 


Rome pf the reUtivoo *f konrtoa un mtoalag ta Korea M 0»f l«fi jrwUrfij for eapftal 



mu in it uti n. (Ui m. l*» or ii 


ruer comrulti <u lh»y wen (aatl- 

»! { yinf against him. 

(tm Warfare Brought Op 
Corporal Moor* attd Corpora I 
Dtckenaon had "partially* tnflu* 
;#nr *4 htm on Communlat philoso- 
phy. Ma racallnl a haalad bar- 
tacks dlaeuatlon about tha «acu* 
.lino laat aununtr of atom aplaa 
JuTlua and Klhal floaanbarg . 

1 Carport I Otehanaon. ha aald. 

' |a«kad why, If thara was freedom 
1 jilt tha United Sialaa, the nation) 
would eaacuta peopta "OghUng 


talk llw raliaaa of thrlr 


with tha poathumoua award of • ha could. 


TRAIN BEARING C/fTS| 
FOR KOREANS LESKES 


Tha ‘Traodom Capreaa," tha 1 
first of thraa train* carry Inf 
donation* for South Koraa t Sav* 
lalalar] arryj, lafl haro yallarday 
noon aflaa 0 roloTful. omt- 


of Iha Btaphan W|#o Fra# 8yna* Monday of tha Oanere Confer- 
fogua bleaaad tho train and Ita aiteo on Far Kaetarn Attain. 

1 1 SO 000 cargo, *hlch wa * do* Tha principal attraction yeater- 
nat.d by JIO re in pan la# In th. **•* w « Korwn Chlldrtn a 
matropolltan area. Choir, a group of twanly-flva 

Prtaf addraaara wort mada by *>*• * rd * ,rt * W *° **" 

om i™ A. Vi. r-.,..™-, n~» a ::: 


Him 


oea A ronnar caramon, and < 

rommandar o f Uni tad Nations ^ g rt *e that will follow. 


rnreta In Koraa; Dr. You Chang Joraaaed In brightly cokifad aallvt 1 
Yang. Koraait Ambaaaador to tha costumes, thay aang Uia Korean 
• r-u.» ..A U..H m*wl niiUmi ontham and oavaral Ko- 


lowor Bottht Slnglo or Doubla Occupancy 
Upptl florth) , , , . |I3 : 
Fully fatllning "Sty-lounga PWolk A 
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'MiEWtED CHINA NUMBERS GAME M 


Americans 


remain in 


;• ; 


AO-RfltU, Cja serrif* number of -a* American / 9t9jo Janosry that botw«on*700 end 044" Amerl- 
fUor, Km beoome i nmbol ol Rod Chino'* perfidy. [ con- boys were hold In the «loYo-lnbor camp* of 
II beltmgl Uf Air rorce Cipt. Harold & Fischer, Jr- YCytna pvrd S lbotlo. Son. Joseph MtC«rllwio*Ll»n, , 
19, ol Swot City. low*, * doubt* jot an (credited end Igflin'thtrsprfKi^iceUMd-thoHahaflhoww Ad- 
wlth 19 “kill*”) tn tho Kortan war. Ivory ihrad of ministration ol abandoning 990 American fOW* lo 


oojdoneo Indicates (hot Coplain Itocher hta bean 
hold on Chines* toll sins* AnrU 7, 1991, whon ho wo* 
i hot down nwr Iho Yplu lllver. 

Yol for 19 biller months, Hie Communists buva 
tofuaod In utltr t single omdol vrwl to confirm or 
dotty that avid race. Thoy counter otfory demand Tor 
In formation With blond, iniolont silence. When they 
did not rot aht tho FI lor ol Pattmunjom In tho "Dig 
Switch" operation which ended l*(t September, 
thoy broke tholr oelontn word lo exchange oil prls- 
onora of war. 

Top Washington offleisN bellw* now. that ap» 


proxlmaltlr 01 Americana, Ilk* FWcher, era being 
held captive. Thirty- 1* — ' 


y-lwo ere rivftlana, tome of 
whom have been prisoner* for throe yean. The re- 
maining era military capllvea of the Korean wart 
II Air Force etrmen, four Novel otTIcvra. 

The Defense Department ha* no recent positive 
evidence Uiat these 1* serrioemen ere still alive, but 
It doe* have reliable information that they worn 
alive at the Itete the prisoner exchange look place 


the Hot Is, Other*, Including Domocrnte, have mode' 
ahnllnr statements, 

Thle moat-mlaundoratood number - 949 - was 
first hoard on Sejitombor 9, 1093, when the Untied 
Nallona Commnnd In Korea demanded that tho 
Communist* account for 3, <00 U.N. personnel mbs- 
big In action, Including D4< American*. Said tho 
Slate Department on February 10, "It has npt bssn . 
bollavcd, nor has the United Notions Command over 
Implied, Hurt alt 944 wsre Ihrlng." Tlio Pentagon 
oormlstcntly denied that tho Rods hold 944 Ameri- 
cans, but never announced the exact number it con- 
tended (ha Red* warn holding. 

Meanwhile, behind tho cells of diplomatic ma- 
neuvering ortd policy dilemma*, somewhere In a 
Mnnchurlrm enmp alls Cnplnln Fischer. Two days 
after h* wn* shot down. Ilsdlo Poking announced 
that he had been eoplured. In Juno, I DOS, his par- 
ent* received a loiter In garbled English from Itetl 
China, saying their son was still allvo.Rubeequmtly, 
a Communist nswtpaporman laid U. S, reporters 


The Rads* sDettee has Ini Mod torture on tbs 
wtvss, mathers and fathers of the missing men. And 


Chinese Reds are holding 944 American*. 

Sen. John M. Butler <II*p, Md.) told the Sen- 


from Communists the! tho filer was bring field on 
n *Vf>c rrlmtnnl. 1 ’ 

wey to fores Ilia re tea so of Fischer rmd hit fallow 
Amorfesni— or fsco an explosive political Issue. 

—FLETCHER KNRBEL 
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Undarwator — Everybody's doing Ik shin dblng lav hm, for movtes, tor 
odvsWwre In th# modem mm*. 
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Tlsg Dow Ua-Crott _ Hers h a sslwaht who look Hr* honors ol rhw Was! ot 


a okmk • Xpert ond than wwrt bocli ki Rvtdo wMi ol lh* Inside hfonootlsn. 
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ACTION: OIIH 


A PnlL. *0 1 am 


According Despatch 1716 from Hong Kong airpouched you, 
a recently arrived Creek refupr from Manchuria reported aee- 
inr several hundred American POW'b being transferred Chinese 
trains to Russian trains Kanchoull late 1951 and early 195?. 

Some ROW'S wore sleeve inplrnla indicating they were Air Force 
non-coms. Great number Negro troops also observed. Thie . 
r* reft corroborates previous indications UNC POK's sight 
have been shipped to Siberia during Korean hostilities. 

'■United Stages has been greatly concerned general subject 
UNC pp rr. :<nne 1 who may still be Communist custody. Depart- 
ment has Just accepted British offer matt represeotat J oris 
le 1 ping • behalf UNC personnel who-may If Chinese Communist 
cu; tody. lutption raising th ir. matter informally Geneva unde;* 
careful consideration. 

Uni er.i you perceive objection, recur pi you approach hi j In at 
available level Foreign Ministry «*»d leave Aide Kamoire imdicat- 
Jnp reports h-ve now come attention Unltrd States Covcrnm’nt 
which 6 sppnrt ea rlier indicationr that Amnricon Prisoners <»f 
War Korea hod been transported Into ribvii t Union end are now 
5ovirt custody. Request fullest possible information these 
PrW's and their reparation Pastiest posclble time. 

In your discussion with Forci| 7 i Office, you may dicire 
Inform Soviets wd t* out ruvealln; sourer: that wi* have J*i‘ M nbl e 
acrounts transfers PDV e Kanchoull. 
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Tim liKTAKTMfcKT OF KTATIi. TASIIIW.TUH. 


jfareh- 2 ^ 1954 


v.-unst. V* 

* ft?// f- -7 £d-ji L '^ 


:uu *ici : American POWs, Reported en route to Siberia 

/, f — : 

/•/ A-'' / -Z ' 

A recentl' arrived Greek refugee from Hanchuria has reported 
3eci * several nnnilrcd American prisoners of war being transferred 
lroa Chinese trains to Russian trains at hanchouli nfar the bordcr 
or Aianciiuria and Siberia. The POWs were seen 1 a ^ e f ^^ 5 ^ f a L l ^ ln 
l opu-inr of 1*5 the informant and a Russian friend of hi-, 

rl;: fSant interrocated on two occasion, by the 

Air Liaison Officii* and the Consulate General agrees vith hi*. 
rvTlu.uion of the Linonsotion a£. protabl; true r.nd the sounc a- 
pX^OwI “liability The full text ox the initial Air Lxnxson 
Office report fellows: 

^ First report dated ilarch 16, 195*., iron. Air Liaison Office. 

Ilona Kong, to usaF. teashincton, C2. 

"ii.is office has interviewed rcJut.ce source who state* that 
he ob'crvcc hundreds of prisoners of war in American unitorms bcinu 
tent into Siberia in late 1951 an* 1952- Obatrva£ions were : made 
at ,r.:ir:iculi iLupin), A9°50« -117°30‘ .mnehuria Hoad^p,^ A--.6L 201 
Fir*v tuition, on USSR-, .aiichurlan border, source observed POV- 
on Railway station platform loading into trains for movement into 

J Iihcria y Xn railwa? restaurant source ^“^ y^^^^s wori ’ 

/ who were under guard and were conversing in gnglish. TOWS wore 
' ^iLee insienia which indicated POWa were Air Force noncommissioned 
Imcers? ioirefstates tnat there were a great number of negroes 
araon? POV.S shipments and also states that at no time later wci • any 
pOV.s^ob served returning from Siberia. Source does n J£ b< " 

identified for fear of reprisals against lriends in Manchuria, 
however is wixling to cooperate in answering further question^ ana ^ 
_ will be^avaTi”able"Honc“Kont for questioning for the no:*, iour-uj..^.. 

Upon receipt of this information, UbAF, Washington, requested 
elaboration of the follo»/ing points; 

1. Description of uniforms or clothing worn by POV.s including 
I ornaments. 
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3. nationality «f PJ 1 *?** tfM1 » 

4. Specific date* if®*?? 1 

I: «“.‘S >tSS?A>SS~ " • W1U “ ,1 ° thw 

mentioned* 

The Air Liaison Office complied by submitting the telegram 
quoted below* ■ . 

■ FROM USAlKU, SOK LAOKET. CITE C 4 . 53717 following 

answer* submitted to seven question*. 


U> 


( 2 ) 

13) 


L:_- 


pOVi wore OD outer clothi^ dett ^bed ai ^riot SoUc* 
inasmuch as weather con8id *^‘ <:^ ke t, field. M1943- 
identified from P^e* “ervice . 3 t££Unta observed. 

Ho belonging* except canteen, no u 

Condition appeared good, no wounded all ambulatory. 

Station divided into two •'^^npsg^idt'pOWa* " 
cldc d* loading platform. O potf? passed through 
accompanied by Chinese ai ^ r S5 5w«ed and 
gate bisecting pla i#n*«ian trainmen wore dark 

operated by Bu**ian»* - colored shoulder 

blue or black ^ ^ uniform but 

£■£;. £rsss.*5; «* 

train uniforms* 

Interrogation with aid ^ed^OWs^in railroad station 
reveals source first observed POV,s in outBlde city 
jn spring 1951- Second with POW train .. _ 

of Mnchouli about three " l J‘ observed POW transfer, 
headed towards 8t8 “°" ™"tcond “oblation _bec«u.e 
Source was impressed with sccona source atatea 

of large numberofNe^roes am ng friend whoa# 

that he was told by a very ci Kianc houli every time 

job va* nas'ed through Manchoull. 

subsequent POW sh P P were reported often and 

l^eTihen^ntteS^tioii force. Korea were on the 
offen.iT** 

(5) Unknown. 

1(6) Only Bus*!.* accompanying POW, were those who manned 

I train. 


(4) 
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Y-rSit 

Vp- 

m 
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■ \SIZ 



tOTfc 


gfgfe »t^Aoi^e«t4U3^^gTOe^<jd 

t°^^^^fe^ 5 *rrS 9 urc • identified : Air Forcynon 
commissioned . officer sleeve insignia of Staff.; ' 
Sergeant; rank, ; statj£d?-that several 'inches' "a^vie • 
Insignia there was a propeller but says that; 411 T '" 
three.; did not have propeller. Three POWs accompanied 
by Chinese guard. POWs appeared thin but in good 
health and spirits, were being given what source . 


three.; did not have 
by Chinese guard. 


,. described as -good .food. POWs were talking px ' English 

| ^ ‘J- - . . ■ - * but .did .not; conyerse^yith guard. m 4 farther l^ormation 

‘ "V- as to ' number of POWs; observed source states f that . 

, . first; observation f illed a geyen passenger ear trgin 

: - and 'second obsecration abou^TEeoame . Source^ 

continues to emphasise the number of Negro troops, 
xr'' which evidently impressed him because he had seen so 
j. few Negroes before. 4 Source further states that , his 

\ Russian' railroad worker^ friend was attempting to 

obtai^va visa to Canada and that he could furnish ... _ 

£ 0 ^ V.*.y more information, the railroad work I name! Is^leon 

.O’ 0 - V S ^Strelhikoy; whose mothers sister lives in Cana^f” and 
• 1 ■-■ is applying . for a . visa . for 3 t relni ko v (phonetic). 

Kv Comment Reporting Officer: Source is very careful 

* not^to-exar^erate ^information and, is positive -of .. : 

, j 1 i V Identifx cation ol' Aiaerican POWs^ In view of xnforjna- — 

£ \ ■' ■' ■ f tTon^ contained ' in Cha~ rity Interrogation .Repo rt N ot^6 l9« J 

/H dated 5 February 54 , Reporting Officer gives above ,J~. 

; u information rating of F-2. Source departing Hong Kong 

^ today by ship. Future address on file this office.* 

b ^ / In. this connection the Department f s attention is Called to 

/ Charity Interrogation Report No. 619, forwarded to the Depart- 
/ ment under coverof a letter dated jMarch 1 , 195 A, to to. A. Sabin 
/ Chase, DRF. Section 6 of this report* states, "On another 
I occasion source saw seve ral coac hes__fuil of ..E uropeans who were 
I also taken to USSR. They were not Russians. Source passed the 

1 coaches several times and heard them talk In a language unknown 

i to him.* -• 

V— . - • 7 ,•/ ./ 

Julian Fm Harrington 

i • % American Consul General 

cc: Taipei . . 

Moscow Vi* 
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End No- 

Dof- N®-- - 


l: Sr* Uo “* 

i: ?*£»% " elTlu “ tlothinj: 

mentioned* 

1 Th . iir U.Uon Office complied by eub 0 i.iln S the «*•*- 
quoted below* ... 

•FEW. USilKU, SGK L*C«I- CITE C i- 537J7 f«U«r«in« 

answer* submitted to ifeeen question*. 

(1) PO Vi w art 0D outer clot,h j2f r td*f ariy^ring* b Soure* 

InaaciUwh #£ weather conoid , jacket- field, M1943* 
identified from So o^rnt* obeerr-d. 

No belonging* except canteen, no * 

(?) Condition appeared good, no wounded .11 anbulatory. 

13) Station divided into two » err 1 ^ ,* i t h jid f ' POW» n ** Ch 
tide of loading plot o • pOUJo pes«ed through 

af co.tpanied by £ hus’ian traixi canned and 

RuSslan'trainaen wore dart 


( 5 ) Unknown. 


U 6 ) Only Bi 

^ I train. 


.ceoapanying PO*» »». those who -«n«l 


Sn^ed by ^-^^^si Tcr coi^.d Moulder 
blue or black tunlcwithsilTcrroxor^ but 

STSaSt^S =&tary and wearing regular 
train uniform** 

Interrogation with oid c.f aore Huent *;^”“ r ution 
reveals eource first outeide eity 

in spring 1951. Second obserratlon wae^^ pou traiE _ 
of iJir.chouli about three -nntbt rd poy transfer. 

headed towarts ststicn wnere he * b eerTation_beeau»e 

Source was impressed with ««•*«□ Source .tates 

of large nurcberof Negroes aaong friend whose 

]%'*: SS^grtuJS cars stKanchouli.eery ti.« 

subsequent POW ahi ^ 

It'ZZJTZX J?E5- ?s- ^ “ tht 

offon*iT«. 




.p»v tllZLLls . 

\ 

• V ' 

\ '/^encral headquarters, far east command 

/<:- ^ ■» ' y.* • * *. ADJUTANT CCHtfUL'* O— r lew 

, - } t/ 1 'yS |-5J . RADIO AND CA*H_* CKNTtll 


'.^INCOMING message 



ktiC/dc. 
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FROM « STATE DEFT WASH DC 

TO I SCAT (USFOIAD) TOKYO JATAN 

HR .« 120778 Z (MAR 12 2 AM) (FROM SAIOCN .SKIUWKATE 1592 *ar 10. 
■^T 6jrH^ RPTD | jIKP0 U3F0IAD TOKYO *1 TAIFKX H HOMO KCHO 160..:.; 


A \ ' . * ■ * * ■ 

fr nil lntal aouroas haaa daaiared to lag that aooordin* raport j 
raluod C-3 and da tad Dao 9 1950 ^000 Anar Frlaonart oaptorad in fc 

Kora a wort tranaportad shortly barora that data to Otil An (65*9/ 

13>*) ond Sin Ml Chow (2* 50/5030/1553) nonr HE Xanohu-Koraan bordor. 
Report further atataa 1200 lightly wounded Anara war* at aaaa tlM 
pl«oo(J ; in 3<* Q«n Air Daf Hospital at An Tung* Man&tnw 


V 


VS25 


A on OH 1 DIPLOMATIC 
IHFOKKATXOK 


COKHAHDER I* CHIEF , CBI» OT STS PF, 0-1, 0-2, AO, - 
PRC70ST MARSHAL 


7*289 


RCUTIK 2 


< 3 v>V‘f/ 0 ev>Tr?-^ 


TOO l 1207*8 Z j£| 

HCH 1 79339 


Faraphraae not required. Handle aa com a pond an o« of elaaal/loati*® 
P* r P armgr,pl1 * 17a(l)(2) and Uc<2)(3) til), 

*R 360-5* 15 -Honrcsbar 1949. _ 

con Ho# 




C»l«n*l Rcnraa a«14 that ta additional Ht o( tlu Ur nm litarial bad t> 
aarrt ta tk* 3Uta D^trUmt for (rtcniiitM to MtiinUr Jq h aaap 1 m Omn, 
TIm *rmj tKMpUlof xUlUtBtl data am It* nlaatnc par a« anal, bat thl* aaali 
profaaalr not ba Id aaabl* term Car at laaat tw 
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subject: Anerican Citisen Detained In USSR -- z --.~ ... < . aa - td 

. ■ •■sosa c: Q'^vse 1 

I A recently returned Austrianprisoner of war7~A&al3i*H~3KA2A^' resident Vienne I 

II, Huelfeldgasse 15, has repopfc^d to the Buboes? the folio King information on an 
American officer. It. (fnu) RACKI, approximate age 38, with wfattn be eia4iw to hare 
been imprisoned in tbe Soviet Union, flkala states that he first set Racek in 1951 
in Prison $ 2 , Irkutsk, and that the two were cellmates in Irkutsk and subsequently 
in Uihankm Prison in Moscow until tbe tins of Scala's release in 195 5 * Ska la does 
not know. Racak's first name, but reports that the latter had 'been a lieutenant of 
armored troops in Korea, where he was captured, Racek gave Skala tbe address of / 

• his father, Thonas Racek, 358 East 72nd Street, (Harlem 1), New Iork 21, New Tork, / 
and asked that he be Informed that his eon was alive. Racek 1 s prisoner number to i 
- which mail and Red Cross packages are addressed is 5110/51. Skala has been forward^ 
lng packages to Racak through the Austrian Bad Cross and has received acknowledg- 
ments of their receipt. In addition, he and Bqcak worked out a system by which 
Racek Is able to smuggle eanmmicatictis out to Skala through an exchange of Red 
Cross cards (the exact technique of which is not quite clear to the Ekbassy). 

Skala has received a card from Racak this month indicating that hs is atill in 
Inbanka Prison in Moscow. 

Skala reports that Racak is not in particularly good condition, having had a 
number of front teeth knocked out, having lost hl« hair, and generally having 
suffered the effects of ndstreatawnt. However, be did not indicate that Raeek was 
in any Immediate difficulties. 

Skala states that subsequent to his release in 1955 ha was hospitalised in 
Austria until recently and that this was why he had not reported to the Embassy 
earlier his infor m a tion about Racak. He alas states that hs had hesn threatened by 
the Soviets with reprisals should be give ary information to "the Austrians” regard- 
ing his impriampeot. Therefore,' he had vaulted further until h* could be sun of 
reporting directly to "Americans” and not through any Austrian channel. While 
Skala did not impress oc a bo ra of th« Embassy as being of a particularly high degree 
of intelligence, he did appear sincere in his desire to help Racak and he wu alto- 
gether positive in his Information. Be reports that be is writing separately to 
Raeek 'e father in New Tork and requested that if tbe Bubasey received additional 
information regarding Racek frta Washington we inform him. £= 
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Information Regarding Americana Allegedly Detained in Soviet Union. 

Wl ? ct P b *3T ^ • p without Identification docrawnts, representing 

hJjwelX to be Richard SAWCG P oallad it the Qonnlata. Ha paid be mi a 
Polish National, that ha had. been until July 1$$7 « ptiecaer la the Hessian 
concentration camp of Bulun P In tha province of XSkutak. American fellow 
prlaoaeva In the camp, he laid, bad urged hi* to report their pretence therein, 
at the first American Consulate be could contact after his release. Haring 
boen released in July 19$7* Sawickl said, he returned to Poland. U« had 
escaped from Poland and vu pasting through Strasbourg on route to Barcelona 
to Join' his mother. His mother, whose name is apparently also Stvieki. in «eid 
to reside at Borta Nitella l?li, Barcelona 6, Spain, 

The Americana who were detained in the Bulan earn. Scelckl* stated, were 
the fo Honing i w p 

1) WATSON, Jack of ftiffalo, Sew I oik, an American Professor of Physics 
who was captured by the Russians in Vienna in lpltf . Sawicki could 
' not recall Professor Watson 1 ■ street address in Buffalo or the 
of the institution with which bn had bean, caanecteh. Ho said that 
Professor Watson hod been roqaested by the Rasniena to *»*<* physics 
hu* .had rpfuced end thomfom had worked as an ordinary lahorcr in 
taut caop untll 1956. In that year had Ww-ps**l««i. and w 
oar und«> *matasai In tha caap-iospitaJU • 


n 


zr iBogaca^--ito.. r 

1) > yASJTCB^ -StaDOsy j 
U) 5QB0^ 4«; ) 


3&cee ixioTlp*u'aoldiej^ 'whn -had--~hoan 
eaaptnred in the gfusmin ifex* 


Srtn^e there epe steers! parsons at tJastlalisge of Fro® Borooe -whose native 
language 1 i* Polish and Uho are qualified to pass upon the fcana fldns of 
raftigeea, the Consulate requested the Callage to receive SttleJti. He wea given 
fond end shelter for one night end was questioned by officials of the College 
who at first were inclined to believe his story. He was given a letter and 
the Paris Office of the orgeniaeUt* was requested to receive him and assist 
him vis-fc, vis the French authorities. However, on the day following his | 
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Through this reporting period liaison was maintained with established human 
source contacts and a continuous effort was made to develop more productive and 
contemporary* sources. 

Evasion and Escape Library 

A total of 231 books and periodicals were purchased during this reporting 
period, nost of which were procured from leftist book stores In the Tokyo area 0 
The following list is representative of the volumes procured: 

!• The Economical Geograhpy of the USSR, 1956 

Th e Kat erlals of the Economy of Agriculture in Yakutia 
3 « The History of Yakut A.S.SJl., Vcl #1 
In addition to the utilization of bcoks and periodicals, to further obtain 
contemporary information, subscriptions were maintained to various Russian 
newspapers. Supplementing these subscriptions were periodicals, magazines and 
newspapers received from the Liaison Section- These publications were screened 
for material pertinent to the various projects of the section- A total of 2,932 
• publications were screened by researchers during this six-month period- 
Publications 

The following gazetteers were completed by the Evasion and Escape Section 
and published by the Editorial and Productions Section during this reporting 
period: 

!• Gazetteer of Sakhalin. August 1957 

Gazetteer of the Kurile Islands, October 1957 
Project American 

n This Project las initiated in July 1954 for the purpose of carrying out ex- 
tensive research with regard to OSAF personnel unaccounted for after the Korean 


i*il U (J 4 


r 




conflict. Through Infonnation collected Iron repatriated O.S. and U.N. prisoners 
of war, Japanese repatriates, foreign refugees, and numerous intelligence reports, 
a strong possibility emerged that a large number of the personnel listed as 
missing in action nay still be alive and Interned in Communist prison camps. 

The objective of this project is to investigate the identification of as many of 
these men as possible.' This objective is to be accomplished by the exploitation 
of all possible documentary and human sources. Project American vas and is 
currently being developed as a continuing file of all such information with any 

previously unevaluated material being disseminated as Special Reports or Ihtelli- 
gence Reports. 

AIR TECHNICAL INTB«LLgEiJCE SECTION 

primary nisoion of this section is the collection of air technical in- 
telligence information on those areas of prime Interest to the Commander, PACAF, 
and to include other areas as may be designated. Another mission of the ATI 
section is to provide technical assistance and training to members of other sec- 
tions of the squadron in the preparation and evaluation of technical reports. 

This section is also vested with the responsibility of making investigations and 
Preliminary evaluations of foreign air material obtained by the squadron or oth- 
er 6003d Air Intelligence Service Creup units, maintaining liaison with those 
other military intelligence organizations with an air technical intelligence 
capability or interest and to a id m the collection of materials upon request 
of USA? and/or Deputy for Intelligence, PACAF. 

Th. foU.rtji, SSIs and PRXs mm 1^. „ „ oll „ ^ ^ 

porting period: 
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS (OP -009 A) 


(U) 


Subj: Crash of Navy PB4Y-2, 8 April 1950 

Ref: (a) OP -00 9 A Memo of 13 Jun 1973 

1. (FOUO) Reference (a) requested a search of NAVINTCOM f iles 
to determine the existence of any information relating 

crash of a PB4Y-2 over the Baltic Sea, 8 April 1950. * PP n _ ited 
to reference (a) was an affidavit to the President of 
States executed by Mr. John H. NOBLE, a prisoner of the Soviet 
from July 1945 to January 1955. This affidavit alleged that 
eight of the ten USN crew members of the PB4Y^2 had survi e 
the crash and were being detained in the Soviet Union. 

2. (C) Retrievable holdings of this Command have been sum- 
marized from pertinent documents and are reported herein. 

a. On 11 April 1951, SUPERS issued a statement concerning 
the finding of death of the ten man crew of the US N a rcra 
P34Y-2 on 8 April 1950 . This report contained an a ^ s ^ red 
by the Soviet government that a U.S. aircraft h life 

upon on that date in the vicinity of L J ba "' these were 

rafts were subsequently picked up in the Balti ft 

positively identified as belonging to the missing * 

BUPERS at that time indicated no official or c °£ surv i V ors . 
official reports had been received concerning Y 
(Pers G231-MFD-ilj) 

b The Associated Press reported on 12 January 1955 tb^t 
Mr. John H. NOBLE, recently returned from a |°viet pris ^Soviet 
declared he had been told American airmen were held in a Soviet 

prison at Vorkuta and that it was common 
crewmen from the Baltic Sea crash were in c P X by 

and PVT William C. MARCHUK , U.S. Army were relea sed by the 
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Russians on 8 January 1955. (Washington Times-Herald , 12 January 
1955) 

c. MARCHUK and NOBLE while awaiting repatriation at 

in January 1955 heard from other assembled prisoners about U. 
fliers shot down over Baltic in 1950. A c °"tradiction was 
noted in their stories. NOBLE stated he talked to P^oners 
who had seen eight of these fliers alive at an unspecified^ 
camp. MARCHUK stated he had heard from other prisone 
they saw bodies of these fliers removed from ^ 
crepancy unresolved in our holdings. (U. S. state p 
Message No. 420 of 12 January 1955) 

d. MARCHUK stated to U.S. Army investigators in January 

1955 that he had heard from other prisoners that the eign^ 
American airmen shot down over Baltic Sea in 1 hand know- 

and prisoners in Vorkuta. NOBLE stated fro (CINCUSAREUR 

ledge MARCHUK was an avid communist and a thief. (CINCU 
Message No. SX 1167 of 11 January 1955) 

e. NOBLE was queried in Berlin in January 1955 by a U.S. 
Department of State representative “f ^“ 1C to 
in his earlier statements and those of MARCHUK re -|- at 

the Baltic Sea fliers. NOBLE repeated hi. story in some 
what greater detail. While he was being transferred r 
Vorkuta to Potma in July 1954 he met a group o Y ^° ic l n 
prisoners who mentioned that they had these 

prisoners while detained in USSR. in r y . . . clir vi vors 

Yugoslavs, NOBLE ascertained that there were eig ur 
from the PB4Y shot down in 1950 over the ivorl . Yug- 

had himself seen and talked with these a ^^ c ^ly worried 
oslav source told NOBLE survivors P*“icularly 

because they knew that they were officially dead, the so i^ 
having announced there were no survivors, theref th y n 

every reason to believe Soviet authorities would see to it 
they would disappear. As to date conversation betwee 
Yugoslav and PB4Y survivors, NOBLE could only say^at iocation 
meeting occurred "well after time of inc • sOU rce saying 

of U.S. fliers, NOBLE could only remember Jugoslav sour^ ^ 
he had met Americans while latter were bei g 
one camp to another. 
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• f. On 17 January 1955, ' ^determine whether* 5 newspaper 

statements 1 attributed to NOB^ 

being held in captivity "f° a £^ icaU y denied that he had 

related the following: He catego^^r^ in his previous 

ever said these men w we re American aviators 

statement had said t Y fay newspapermen^ He ^ had 

inference had later fn ? lows; About six months ag & 

the true facts were as f ol . the Arctic Circle 

been transferred from a camp vittin » in the same 

^atriation camp in Russia. At this Yugos iavs were 

barracks were a nurabe t * U |°m^n Yugoslavs, Austrian 

divided into three groups ^Germ^ 9 ^ ^ 

to^ the 3 three^respective countries . ^^The was^repatriated^ One 

is the mp Who told h th h were eight bun k 

u£* b S!m StX/XS 

we ll. r and^ould available somew herein Ger™^*’ 

original statement that dat* 3 and regue Austria he 

NOBLE wrote to ZWETK or oar. Le o Qnta '^ d .^ d r0 oo' of 

«s.‘srsr^ ?ss jssw.t^srs? 

American aviators night ana no mention 

on television later th 9 (DIO, 3ND Memorandum) 

internment of Navy fliers. bv the 0. S. 

s isn.pss “K — - 

this proceeding follows. william VERDINE 

-.jjs - VuTe 

hfreMUefthat vbj 16 Yugoslav that the latter 

VERDINE, they were told by 


3 
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had met eight American flyers who claimed to have been shot 
down over the Baltic Sea. The German Yugoslav stated he was 
told by the "eight American flyers" in Vorkuta that they were 
picked up by the Soviet Coast Guard after the crash, and 
feared they would be hidden in the Soviet Union, since the 
Soviet authorities had reported there were no survivors in 
that crash. NOBLE indicated this was the only conversation 
he had with the German Yugoslav. NOBLE stated MARCHUK had 
frequently talked with this German Yugoslav who, according 
to NOBLE, worked closely with the Russians. NOBLE was shown 
photographs of five members of the PB4Y-2 crew, but stated 
he had not seen them. The names of all ten crew members of 
the PB4Y-2 were mentioned to NOBLE and only the name REYNOLDS 
was familiar to him, but he could not recall the circumstances 
which caused the name to be familiar. 

(U.S. Department of State Debrief of 18 January 1955, 
Washington, D.C.) 

h. ZWETKO advised a USN representative in Austria on 26 
January 1955 that he possessed no information on any Americans 
except NOBLE, MARCHUK and VERDINE; that he knew of no informa- 
tion concerning imprisoned American flyers except that told 

to him by .NOBLE; that he had never been assigned to Vorkuta. 

(Naval Message 261400Z January 1955) 

i. ZWETKO advised a Navy representative in February 1955 
that he recently received a letter from NOBLE. As a result 

of this communication, ZWETKO identified one WUKOWITSCH as the 
fellow prisoner at Potma who told NOBLE that the missing USN 
Baltic fliers were interned in the USSR. ZWETKO believed that 
WUKOWITSCH was now residing in East Berlin. (Department of 
State Vienna message 1798 of 14 February 1955) 

j . VERDINE was interrogated by COMNAVGER Rep Berlin on 
2 February 1955 and denied any knowledge of USN personnel 
incarcerated by Russians and had not heard of the disappearance 
of Navy Privateer. (Naval Msg, COMNAVGER, 021737Z February 1955) 

k. On 16 May 1955, WUKOWITSCH and VERDINE were interrogated 
by COMNAVGER. WUKOWITSCH was unable to offer any specific in- 
formation pertaining to the Navy plane crew. He recalled 


4 
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hearing on the prison loudspeaker in Vorkuta in ea ^> Jj? a t theT 
an American aircraft had crossed the USSR border, and that the 
U.S. government had subsequently charged that theaircraf twa 
shot down by the Russians. Further, hewasunable toidenti y 
any crewmen from photographs displayed to him. TORDIN 
able to acknowledge only that while in v ° r * ut * ^ X l ad ' b eln 
heard a camp rumor to the effect that a U.S. 1 P |“ his report 
shot down in the Baltic. COMNAVGER commented in his report 
that since no confirmation of NOBLE’s stories could be 
developed it appeared that NOBLE may be pleating the^ 
information. Numerous German and other rep Privateer 

questioned in Berlin upon return regarding the Na ^ ^ 

Ind the fate of its crew with negative results. (COMNAVGER 
IR 266-S-55 of 18 May 1955) 

“ s JSkjrtja ss Sf 

h'iiizii' «wrs,*s.r^sBS-^“a- 

1955) 

3 (U) It is believed that crewman identified i n £® f |^£ e U) 

L ATI Frank L. PECKHAM, USN is intendea to read ATI Frank 

Lloyd BECKMAN. 

4 (C) It is evident from the review of our files -phased 10 
Sea incident that statements made by repatriates a 

on fact, but essentially are .“^^uM^interrogation knowledge 
sources of information have denied upon int | rican aviato rs 

of information atttibuted to then y never been confirmed to be 

allegedly imprisoned in the USS pb 4Y-2 No interviewee 

identical with the U.S. Navy crew of the PB4Y 2^ No are 

has been able to substantiate the r N y. Times in 

alive.- NOBLE contributed five February 1956 

1955, wrote an article for the * ea ° e = J ew members has written 
and according to a parent of ", in the USSR. This Com- 

a book on his experiences as a prisoner in icking up 

mand has no photographs depicting a S, 0V1 *L. files do not reflect 
survivors and/or bodies from the P • xntelligence personnel 
an interview in Washington, D *C* Y ■ paragraph 2 above, NOBLE 
on 17 January 1955, but “ reflected in 1955 . 

was interviewed by DIO, 3ND in New York on 1/ uanu y 


i'Oi* 

w. E. NYCE 
Deputy 
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v -'d< / i 

S rz'rr 

o*y a photo of the gassing »nm 1T1 

won.™ * S rf Sh b °° k * rep0rtS thaI « poop of four Lebanese 
women were taken against tbeir wfll to Pyongyang. They were «nnr 

^ “ * m “ b0Q ‘ ‘° ged,er W0mcn fr^France, July, 

™nagwto ocape through a country m Eastern Europe and even- 

2,^ 10 ““ “ ”**■ ^ ^ bases its repon on ac 
counts oy the p*p*pfrs. 

in addition, a South Korean and a Korean-American have 
Wareatly been abdnoed. During «, Easter vacation b 1979 Ko 
Sang-mmvn South Korean, we tooting Oslo, Norway. He losl his 
c 8 f ge „ a taxi driver to take him to the Sooth Korean 

Emba “f" ^ * ivEr mistakenly dropped him at the DPRK Embas- 
qr. The tourist entered the building and was evidently kidnapped 
by North Korean diplomats. Authorities in Norway and Sweden 
taler reportedly discovered that the DPRK tfiplomats had transported 
Ko Sang-mon first to Stockholm and then to Pyongyang. On 30 
June Radio Pyongyang announced that Ko ‘heroically had come to 
th e northe rn part of Korea.* Aceonfing to Swetfish sonrees who taj-S 
ax ' ^ S^-taip-tO-lh e DPRK was not vohmtary.Jln ' 
mtmarjune 1979, *Chn^~RyeiMiip* a' ^-yci-old 
Korean-American soltfier was reported by Swetfish sonrees to have 
disappeared after having been stationed in the Federal RepubBe of 
Germany. A devout Christian bora in South Kona, he immigrated 
to the US b 1973 and later joined the US Army, tluu refusing for 
many weeks to answer questions regarding this case at the Pamnun- 
tom talks, the Pyongyang authorities declared in August 1979 that 

u escaped to the DPRK because be conld not ■gapd-ti g — 

Ijfr iri rill nilllli I'iiii imnerialLd TTC A. ... ■ — - — ~ 
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Please excuse . 017 English, 


r thank ynu for inviting me to this meeting.^ naQe ia Se rbar. 
Optica. I am from Romania. ti j parents suffered loss of jobs and 
• ^vate property while the comunists were taking power, the only 
source of; happiness retaining their children’s education. 

£n the year 1967, X received my Master’s Degree in 
Constructions, and I started working at Institute of Designing 
in Bucharest city.Xn September 1979, I was sent to Morth Korea 
Co he_p. built the first television factory in that country. In 
the month of Octomber in a visit to a museum I saw the event for 
which I attended this meeting. — ft 

It was a beautiful day.. The Korean bus with twenty-five 
Romanian people and fforth Korean guides drove along -winding. 

- rural -road. After a turn a large field with tiny houses' appeard 
be_ ore my .eyes.. From_ those houses a man that was taller than the 
Koreans appro-ached the ' bus. Behind him, near a house, a Korean 
an could be seen. As the bus came closer,, everyone in the bus 
was shocked because that man w as not Korean. He was in his 50s 
. ^.^t-colored eyes. Io his right , farther away ,we saw 
■ore people bent toward .the ground. The ones that were closer 
raised their heads and stared toward the bus. Hone of th<*se - 
pe-Dle were Korean. They were tall, in their 50s, and curiously 
looked at the bus. The rest, at least 50 . continued working. 

mosphere of silence fille'd the bus. We didn’t exchange any 
t ure cL we saw no guards - 

nAter tfils incident .. the coleagues that had worked ioager 
area said chat they knew about the esistance of Americans 
*“ that this is something normal in a comunist country. After 
returning from Korea, I completed the documents for emigration 
rth my family in the O.S.A. After 5 years, my dream came tiue . 
in m - Pres ® nt ’ 1 '■° r!t as an ea Sf n eet for Sav a?e Engineering 

in Bloomiield .-C~T „ 


X- read Che A “ erican P ea Ple for their hosoitaUcy/ 

n m the newspaoer abode potfs and rHif ^ 

don^ , tUeve in their existan^i decided' 

rhey (PO«VsVwLf e cL^back a Come r . h ° P<! ^ * 3 °° d 


V 
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|5U3JECT< Continuing State/befenae Efforts to Secure Accounting on Hissing 
• ’ ' ■•■ SrlaoBers of War •'• ■•■■<..*■•■■ V ' . • \i :: . ’4 v 

>\. ; 7 : vv ,•••;? -.^ ;i , :; • . . -.■• 

?Be4vas s> of the opinion - that interest ijLtteLa^correapondence rests primarily vith 
:Xt Colonel Hagood, •„ Support Plans Section y. Collection- Division , inasmuch as he 
viiktbe Member of the Ad Hoc Korkin^ Group of the. Intelligence Advisory 
^Cooiaiitoe* ■■ . ' r • ‘ ’ 


tm Lt Colonel H a go od expressed in interest in the overall problem inas- 
much as he is concerned with the formulation of policy end plans effecting a pro- 
gram generated in this respect* He could offer nothing of material value* H©__ 
further Indicated that the preparation of an intelligence estimate is not a func-_ 
tins of Collection Division but one coming vithin the operational activity of 
Production Division* 


g. Mr. Even T. Sage and Captain John L. Helms, Eastern Branch* Production 
Division* could offer no assistance regarding intelligence information. 

h* Colonel Karlen K. Brown, Assistant Chief, Production Division indicated 
that the preparation of an intelligence estimate vonld come vithin the purview of 
the Division* 6 responsibility but fails to understand whet the euthor of the refer- 
enced letter means In requesting our intelligence estimate. Intelligence estimates 
are related to~enesy activities rather than to our own personnel* 

4* A search of the records of this Division fails to disclose any material 
regarding the concerned personnel* 

5* In view of the foregoing it can b e concluded: 

• • a. Records of AC$I do not contain information of an intelligence nature 
concerning missing personnel* 


b* the preparation or non-preparation of an intelligence estimate comes t 
within operational activity of Production Division* 


e* . that no real effort has been made toward the collection o f informa 
tion/bf an inte-LXigence nature regaroing ^^SoTOlV U. WST^tJTHEJJSifig personnel. 


6* It is recommended therefore, that: 


action be transferred to the P roduction. Division for preparation of^ 
the intelligence estimates tnd the preparation^ of a reply from the Secretary of the 
Amy to OSD, or any other action which that Division deems appropriate* 


OSD Itr, Kay 29, 1956 
l ,• w/action papers (TAB A) 
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An Accounting for the Vietnam MIAs? Remember Korea 


By Bill Paul 

omorrow is National POW-MIA Rec- 
lion Day. In Alexandria. Va., relatives 
e nearly 2.500 men still unaccounted 
from the Vietnam War are holding 
r 16th annual meeting. For the first 
e since the war ended in .1975, they have 
n to believe that their long ordeal 
y be almost over. 

Two weeks ago, Vietnam said it wants 
gh level” talks aimed at resolving the 
issue within two years. Secretary of 
te George P. Shultz responded that the 
.S. is ready to work "promptly and deci- 
vely" with Vietnam. A formal announce- 
ent on the talks is expected shortly. 
For years, the Reagan administration, 
on the "information available to 
has operated on the "assumption that 
1 least some Americans are still held cap 1 
ve.” according to the Defense Depart* 
ent's official POW-MIA Fact Book. In 
testimony before Congress last month, 
ntagon officials said they have 43 eye- 
itness accounts by refugees of live MIAs 
that appear to be true but still need corrob- 
oration. A few refugees have even passed 
polygraph tests, it was reported. 

But in recent days, before the talks 
have even begun, both the New York 
Times and Newsweek have reported that 
U.S. officials very seriously doubt that any 
MIAs are still alive. 

Why the apparent sudden shift in pol- 
icy? Because It would be embarrassing to 
both sides if these talks led to the return of 
any remaining prisoners -Hanoi because it 
has long denied still having any, the U.S. 
because there would be questions about 
why the men didn’t come home sooner. 
When faced with a similar situation after 
the Korean War. the Communists didn't 
account for all American missing, and the 
U.S. let them get away with It. despite 
solid evidence that some Gls were still 
held captive, even in the Soviet Union. 
More than i .OOO Americans still are un- 


accounted for from the Korean War. In 
January 1954. five months after the cease- 
fire and the supposed return of all U.S. 
prisoners by the Communists, a Senate 
subcommittee reported that "several thou- 
sand American soldiers who have not been 
repatriated were victims of war crimes, 
died in action, or are presently confined 
behind the Iron Curtain." 

On June 29. 1954, Rep. Thomas P. 
O'Neill Jr., now speaker of the House, en- 
tered into the Congressional Record a reso- 
lution from the Boston City Council that, 
Mr. O’Neill said, had his ‘'unqualified en- 
dorsement." The resolution began, 
"Whereas 944 soldiers of the United States 
are now prisoners of the Chinese Commu- 
nist forces in Korea, many of these men 
highly trained technicians skilled in the 
handling of the latest and highly secret in 1 
struments of war. . . ." 

Today. In Camden. S.C.. Steve Klba, 
one of 11 American fliers whose plane was 
shot down just south of the Chinese North 
Korean border and who were held prisoner 
by the Chinese for two years after the war 
(they figured in the 944), remembers the 
radar man on his ill-fated flight, Paul Van 
Voorhies. The U.S. lists Mr. Van Voorhies 
as killed in action. Mr. Klba says he saw 
Mr. Van Voorhies at least a dozen times 
after the crash, including after the cease- 
fire, walking in the exercise yard of the 
prison they were In near Peking. 

"He walked to within six feet of my 
prison cell," Mr. Klba recalls. "He was in 
good physical condition." Yet when Mr. 
Klba told American intelligence officials 
about Paul Van Voorhies, "They told me 
to forget about him and not to mention 
having seen him to anyone else." 

Why would the Chinese have released 
everyone but Mr. Van Voorhies and the 
other radar man on the flight? Citing "U.S. 
intelligence officials." U.S. News A World 
Report said in December 1953 that the 
Communists "primarily wanted -and got- 


Americans who could handle the sensitive 
and complex Instruments of modern war 
such as radar, airborne and ground, and 
Infrared instruments for night combat." 

(A number of the missing in Vietnam 
had special technical training, including in 
nuclear weaponry.) 

In North Palm Beach, Fla., retired Air 
Force Intelligence officer O'Wighton Delk 
Simpson remembers the "Top Secret" re 
port he sent to the Pentagon in 1955. As air 
attache in the U.S. consulate in Hong 
Kong, Mr. Simpson had Just interrogated 
an emigre from China in his early 20s who 
was going to Australia. 

The emigre told Mr. Simpson that he 
had been a railroad worker at Manchouli. 
on the Manchurian-Siberian border. 
Around the time of the cease-fire, a train 
heading north Into Siberia stopped at Man- 
chouli so workers could change the under- 
carriage. The emigre saw about 700 pris- 
oners gel off onto the platform. To be sure, 
he couldn't recognize English, but many of 
the prisoners were black, and the only 
blacks there would have been Americans. 
Mr. Simpson notes. 

"I was convinced that {the emigre s 
story I was true." Mr. Simpson says. But, 
"as far as I know," U.S. intelligence offi- 
cials never followed up on the report, he 
says. "I think the Pentagon sent it to the 
State Department, who sent it to our U.N. 
ambassador, who asked the Russian am- 
bassador if it was true. You can Imagine 
his answer." 

For years, Mr. Simpson adds, he has 
tried to get someone in Washington to lis- 
ten to his itory. "It's like trying to punch 
holes In Jell-O," he says, adding that the 
trait might yet be warm, since the emigre 
could still be alive in Australia. 

Last year, after taking the U.S. Army to 
court, Robert Dumas of Canterbury, Conn., 
brother of a Korean War MIA. finally suc- 
ceeded in getting the U.S, to change the 
status of his brother. Roger, from MIA to 


She Found Me in the Alumni Directory 


POW after producing witnesses who said 
they had seen Roger in a Korean POW 
camp shortly before the cease-fire. 

During the trial, dozens of official Army 
"data sheets" were discovered that 
showed that the U.S. had listed many Gls 
as "missing in action" when in (act they 
were prisoners of war who might well have 
been left behind when the shooting 
stopped. The data sheets show that these 
Gls were known to be POWs because other 
prisoners who were repatriated saw them 
in captivity. 

Meanwhile, the North Koreans have 
never budged from their position that they 
have returned ail U.S. prisoners. Periodi- 
cally. the U.S. does seek information on 
American "missing,” only to be rebuffed 
by the Koreans. Yet Gen. Eugene Tighe. 
who headed the Defense Intelligence 
Agency until his retirement in Sept. 1981, 
says. "I don’t remember ever discussing 
Korean POWs” in the course of his duties 
in Washington. 

Gen. Tighe says that, in his opinion. 
U.S. prisoners could come home from 
Southeast Asia in the next two years. But 
only if the U.S. starts "building leverage" 
with the Vietnamese, which it never did 
with the North Koreans. Gen. Tighe says 
the U.S. must emphatically say to Viet- 
nam, "Sure, we'll restore diplomatic rela- 
tions, and renew trade, and unfreeze your 
assets, and offer economic assistance, but 
only if you start telling us where the hell 
all those Americans are and arrange for 
their return." 


Mr. Paul, a Journal reporter in New 
York, has written previously on the 
POWs/ MIAs. 


By Jack Makk^ll 
"Mr. Marked?!" 

I grimaced as soon as I heard the 


suit. I traded in my contact lenses for new 
wire-rim glasses. I thought there was no 
way she would be able to see through my 


speaking about intrapreneurship in large 
corporations, given your current responsi- 
bility in establishing a new business for the 


THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. 

Published sines 1880 by 

DOW JONES & COMPANY, INC. 

Ediloriil and Corporals Headqusrters: 

83 Cortlandt Street, New York, N.Y. 10007. 
Telephone (213) 288-8000 

WAHKKN H PHILLIPS 
CAstnas* satf CM Eitnriu* 

KAY SHAW 



*11/14/89 18:91 


' KIRO NEWS 


Sft iv ; ‘:*: r '-' . v 

;■ v* ■'*'*%’? ■••:•*■- : • : •• 

v "^.V ‘jl'. : - •/•vi** •*;■'•■ *••’*..•• "■ “■ • . ’•’ •■ ■ ■ .' * ' ' x* 2 * ■' ‘\ ' 

’ :> . .'.• ■ '^FlflPf xtoaSaaoB, . 


8-»S^aSr T0,lr ' Letter deted 6 Wber 1985 addressed to the 


*>Oiere the raUoving; iaToJa.tioa kaav-r, 

a«verj your tjueationar . 

1* Sftarfk 1 olifl _ « 


. - — •*,*«» «.ona- ., 

SS^S* ^ ^rations have been 

:!r:rr^ io - ~uS 8 ; *• 


^lilllTolllltlZ or ^ into 

^ forces 


> tvo categories; 
forvera, 


•. “Q , 

Katioai vS^^hL'^r'Ss'ioa® estrtlla “«<S V *he United 

«on Orgcaiiitioa £a Paiestin/ frm^ V Ill, ’ ed K *tiaw Truce $up--vi_ 

« iu LL Sr„ ^f°’’ ■;* «■ *• «w «w. itl:, 

^-tlSTSO: the United UatW 5 - lf ? ac =° rdin S to the- saae principle 
^ci»t« (UJiMOGIpJ in August SK^° 5 ^ «*?» la *■**■ end / 
~» P (ttTOSIL) ia jLe* 195a th^ ?* tl0!53 Oboerratioa . 

Observation Mission (’JEIOM) i n Jun/igsJ*' * = f* ei Ka tioc« Yentry 

fgr 4 S“«r °r ra : =“»tS 4 feJ 2 3 i„'S. t 5 !_r-‘“* , » =-- «. 

VJU.se?; in April 1955 . Tvo oT th*2l - * 3 s=iuica» Hepuhlic 

®’ re 8t *^ in operation. h ° SC ^rrso ftnd *J3»G I ?> 


3. . The intern at zonal force in r-- , 

Sni,:; k r pin ^ °® e *etio3 Since it * ™t.d fiat ion, ' 

♦vft 4 Nations and vns based on the cons.^'iT I?" coziro1 °f the 

case, -th e Securit j. ., eonsen* o* vhe parties. Ia •: 

27 June 1950, recorded Jr"** 10 ? 6 3 US5=) of , Z 

the Republic of Korea, and in itTr^ f ► • £j ttalsh assistance tdV% 
it recoaended that the solitary Wes “-f (l950) of 7 % lS5i»! ' 
nade available to a Unified wLnd under’tJT'^' 1 ;^ Keab « r States. .be . 
sutbo^ead that Co^^o to use®“ u^ted 9%Mrn\ „*d . 

^cretxon in the course of ’&&£ 

1-erteod *Qr bs5t visH ._ . ^ ■■‘.♦ r .- "-fe fV' 

the "chosin Jew". >•«*-, fortheoaius 35th ^h'iTtr'sai^.%>;^^^i 


. *cr oest vxshes 

Reunion of the -'Chosin fev”. 


• ..V 







&*/" .r-* &■ ii i. . 


Public Affairs 


UNITED nations COMMAND , COMBINED FORCES COMMAND 
UNITED STATES -ORCES ^'OREA EIGHTH UNITED STATES ARMY 


APO 96v 
TEL-31 -3/3^ 


Uuiy 
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Sa ckcrouru 

,05r Armistice* Agreement of July 27, 1553, provided for the 
voluntary repatriation of Prisoners of war (POW) and for the 
repatriation or regains. Pqt the latter purpose, botn nicies on 
August a 7, ImoA. agreed tc an ‘'Lnoerst antiing" on toe delivery and 
receipt of remains, unqer wr«icn approximately 13,000 Korean 
Peoples Army / Unine se Peoples volunteers (KFA/CPv) and 4,023 United 
Nations Comma no (UNC; remains were returned to the respective 
sides in i t ; u> m 
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c r v i i i a : s cl - •? r i o 'j z r -c. tionsiities were still u ns c counted for. 
Cver :ne jfiisi, the CKC repea ceciy attempted to get an accounting 
ct tne>- o c r sonno 1 but received no positive response from Norm 



In iS , vi > the L’NU reocverec anc returned to tne north the 
remains oi two Chinese soldiers of the CFV forces. That caused 
the UNC to ster« up its efforts and, cegir.ning in 1562, to ask the 
KFA/LF* sice f oi an accounting of unreccvered remains as well as 
the unaccounted for rOWs. Also in 15'62, the UKC was $skec tc 
inouire atouf three ^issinq UNC personnel cn behalf of their 

of North Korean PGW Camp 3, which 


rami lies a 
nas passes 


was. provided a 
j tne north. 


f 3 Fages 


L 5 FI'-P ft 0 




j- r: * s ^ nuerj to press t^e KPA/CPV shout 

Klihsing personnel and has returned* 


s^s-'sjtC^T “P sw p '*'"“ 

cc^tiru°n“-"'!: 1 n f ttln9S snd cutsets at Panmunjom 

continued to seek the return cf UNC remains. 


'JNC_un £ ccoijntec_Fot_ ro ws ang Th ese Listed 
— hiss-s^p i n Action/ Interrea in N x 


Co on tr v 


pa .■ . i .* 1 e 


UU i C^Uiei 

f ranee 

* J * *J fc C t? 

Ne tneiianus 
-ULith A r r » o a 

"L ike y 

U r ilt£u Kioysof! 
w“:itea states 
H-o uciic of kc 


rOWs 


M I As/ Interred in NK 


36 ? 
] , 64 “ 


3 ? 

C 

i 

46 

7 

0 

4 

G 

No G 3 ta 
2 53 

6,000 + 

No data 


■; fh&r 


CCDttaGC 




. : ‘°^pt:ies *?«ich made up the united NaMnn*? 

Tnaiianc Zft !*r d ’ the *>iUppiner™a 

J - J ^ jri, rC'Ws or MI As. 


Ur,L 


■fflt-f 


Peaard 


Ccr 


* Obtain rha ref; 

:. r y i 


cf sil.UNC reoains that are in the 
-r ° r 3r ‘ Cwerail accounting cf 


Gsnanissic.n l ?n< if 'TV* Cf the Miiita ry Armistice 
couhtris:: 'i •.;;n:;e 3 ‘ o ro^h%i«t? * are re "' al " s froa *oiti P i. 

re sum - • » * l e s ~.r L f ! ° !" ■, t * “ r 3 noi 3 i and humanitarian 

1q ^2 . ^ * Cia GS an obligation under the Armistice to 

lo^r " ’ 41,J CVe ' ie " a;ris if tr ’ e ^ r,eve information gr, where to 

North Koie-c issue is humanitarian; however, 

L' l rn g * e r -- I"' ^xyinu tu use the issue for political 

ef f ec ti ven^s* *f Q ™* ib J li H of th * ™C and/or the 

considers the wc '* J J ^ 1C *. ^ 0 ffim ^sion. The UNC 

this purpose ana cciTte ott the'fac^t ^?.??^ 8 t0 aCCQn5plish 


Page 2 of 3 Pages 



F . 0 j 


' i y £> 1 3 n o again in i £ tj * ■ 
Chinese i-eopj.es volunteer 


uasroub, remains or a total oi 3i Nortn Koreans, 
nine KFA soldiers, were returned to the north. 

in 1966 recovered the remains cf at least 25 KF A 
in the battles of the Naktong River in August 
and offerea to return them to Nortn Korea for 
= north refused to accept the remains claiming 
convince that the remains were theirs. On 
-Nv interred the remains by dignified burial in 


no x t n Korea to help bring to an e n c the 
Liti.-s. families ty searcninc for and recovering 
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It’s time to make public 
news about lost POWs 

By top. John MW«r 

T hey didn't ask fora Jot. 

Veterans who went to 
Korea and Vietnam did so i 
because they believed in their 
country. They left their homes 
and their families to travel far | 
away , and many of them didn’t 
return. 

All they asked was that they 
be remembered. Now, we may 
have a chance to remember 
some of those men, and put the 
minds of their families at ease. 

Over the years, there have been sightings of service- 
men captured in the Korean and Vietnam wars. The 
Defens*: Intelligence Agency acknowledges it has re- 
ceived since 1975 more than 6,000 reports pertaining to 
Americans held in Indochina. Of these, the DIA admits 
1 , 100 are “unresolved” cases. Some people say many 
of the prisoners were shipped across China to prison 



camps in die Soviet Union. After that, they weren’t 
accou nteci for . While we have all heard stories about 
£UWs in /ternam, we have not heard about POWs of 
Korea the “forgotten war.” Now, KIRO TV reporter 
an V/ S pl t fiL ha l UnC0 ^ Cn: d information about the Kore- 
“ 1)121 ,s ^ne-chilling. Sauter has found 

unclassified documents that indicate Korean veterans 
loo, may have ended up in die Soviet Union. 

nfpnv f ^ ARD from some ofthc family members 
^ FOV ' s 10 arca ' 0110 of BilT Sowles of 

j^rnonds. came to talk to me about his father’s case. His 
father was an OSS agent in World War U and was in the 
army dunng the Korean War. His father was captured in 
November of 1950, but was transferred to the pre^med 
dead mt in 1953. In November of 1989. BUI Sowles 
discovert! his father’s name on a list of known POWs in 
communist hands when the war ended. He has also 

° fPOWs he,d “ Ko ^. his father 
S 1C S 5 ' ** ow can « hurt our national security to 

Legislation sponsored by Denny Smith of Oregon 
would call for the federal government to open up these 
.Ues. I am co-sponsoring that legislation, because 1 feel 
it is the leas: we can do for the families that are left 
behind. In fact, I have asked for a briefing with the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, beause I want to get some 
answers to these allegations. Plus, I have written to the 


chairman to the Committee on Government Operations 
and requested a hearing on this bill. 

SOMt PEOPLE: have said releasing this information 
would endanger the families of these soldiers. This is 
untrue. Families arc protected because no information 
specifically mentioning a service member can be made 
public without the written consent of the closest living 
relative. Other critics have said releasing this informa- 
tion could harm national security. Untrue again. Excep- 
tions are allowed for information which reveals sources 
and methods of intelligence collection that would com- 
promise national security. 

At the end ot January, the Washington State Senate 
passed a memorial — sponsored by Uo Thorsncss — 
endorsing HR 3603 (now known as “The Truth Bill”) 
The memorial sends a message to the president, and the 
leaders of the U.S House and Senate, supporting the 
legislation. Theodore Roosevelt once said, “A man wl o 
is good enough to shed, his blood for the country is good 
enough to be given a square deal afterward ” 

I say wc make these files public - for our national 
conscience, for the morale of our veterans, and for the 
families of these soldiers. 

After all, the soldiers didn’t ask for a lot when thev 
went to war. 3 


MitUr. a Republican, represents the First Congressional District 
w/uch includes the rorthem Easts ide. 


JA 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. TOTAL ARMY PERSONNEL COMMAND 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 

22331-0482 
February 23, 1990 

POW/MIA Affairs 
Division 



Mr. Lewis William Sowles, III 
23715 Woodway Park Road 
Woodway, Washington 98020 

Dear Mr. Sowles: 

Thank you for your letter of February 5, 1990, to President 
Bush, concerning Americans captured during the Korean Conflict 
and held in Communist prisons, as reported by KIRO/CBS News of 
Seattle, Washington. 

As much as he would like to. President Bush cannot personally 
respond to every communication he receives; therefore, I have 
been asked to assist you. In the following letter I will attempt 
to clarify some of the issues you raised. 

Approximately 8,200 U.S. personnel remain unaccounted for in 
Korea, most of whom were killed in action and buried by U.S. 
forces in battlefield grave sites. Because of the division of 
the Korean peninsula, we do not have access to the battlefields 
in North Korea and, therefore, have not been able to obtain 
otherwise recoverable remains. 

There is no evidence to suggest that any U.S. personnel were 
not released from captivity in Korea. The 389 "known to have 
been alive in Communist prisons following the end of the Korean 
War" is a misleading statement that has unfortunately gained 
public acceptance. Many of these men disappeared when their 
units were overrun by Communist forces? others were air crews 
believed to have parachuted from their aircraft. There is no 
evidence that 389 (or any other number) Americans were held in 
captivity and not released at the end of hostilities. 

A number of newspaper reports are circulating that refer to 
50 Caucasians observed by a Romanian national working on an 
Agricultural Collective in North Korea in October 1979. During 
an interview conducted by U.S. Government officials, Mr. Serban 
Oprica stated that he observed one man who had somewhat Caucasian 
features among at least 50 laborers, some of whom appeared 
taller than Koreans. He observed no guards and nothing indicated 
that the people he saw were detained against their will. We know 
of numerous Caucasians in North Korea, including Eastern Bloc 


diplomats and technical experts. We cannot rule out the presence 
of mixed-race individuals, given U.S., Russian, and other Western 
presence in Korea. Mr. Oprica's conclusion that the Caucasian 
was an American prisoner is based upon circumstantial evidence 
and pure speculation from other Romanians. His judgment has no 
basis in fact. Efforts to locate the Agricultural Cooperative 
have been unsuccessful, due to Mr. Oprica's limited knowledge of 
the geography and terrain of the region. 

An account of American POW's that has been widely circulated 
in recent years is known as the "Simpson Report." In 1954, Delk 
Simpson was assigned as U.S. Air Force Attache in Hong Kong, when 
he encountered a European refugee recently arrived from 
Manchuria, who described the transfer of 700 American POVJ's from 
Chinese to Russian trains near the border of Manchuria and 
Siberia in late 1951. The source did not have enough knowledge 
of English to identify the language, but was convinced that the 
prisoners were American because many of them were black. Simpson 
claims that the report was never followed up beyond questioning 
the Russian Ambassador. In 1985, the U.S. Government requested 
Australian assistance in locating the source, who had emigrated 
to that country. It proved impossible to track him, not only due 
to a lack of name and address, but also because of questions as 
to his nationality. Although Simpson originally reported the 
source as Greek, he later indicated that he was Polish or 
Russian. Throughout the Korean War, the French were deeply 
involved in a war in Indochina. A large portion of the French 
Expeditionary Forces were French colonial troops — among them 
many Africans. Colonial troops were targeted by the Viet Minh 
with propaganda aimed at enlisting them as "Third World 
brothers," in the liberation struggle. As a result, colonial 
troops, who rallied or were captured, were treated differently 
than French nationals. With Chinese and Soviet assistance, 
hundreds of colonial troops were shipped by rail from Hanoi, 
north through China, across the Sino-Soviet border in Manchuria 
and into the European Soviet Union via the Trans-Siberian 
railroad. They were subsequently repatriated to the colonies, to 
the distress of the French who lost track of these soldiers. 

Given the circumstances of the Simpson report, it is probable 
that the POW's observed by the source were French colonial 
troops. The Simpson source bases his conclusion that the POW's 
were Americans on the large number of blacks observed. It should 
be noted that the percentage of Africans in the French colonial 
forces is far higher than that of black Americans missing in 
Korea — another argument for the belief that Simpson's source saw 
French colonial troops. 

Steve Kiba was one of. 11 Americans shot down south of the 
Chinese-North Korean border in January 1953 and held prisoner by 
the Chinese for 2 years. In newspaper accounts, Kiba described 
seeing his radar man, Paul Van Voorhies, at least a dozen times 
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after the crast> and during captivity. Subsequent speculation by 
iournalists alleged that the Chinese had detained Van Voorhies 
for his technical expertise. It is interesting to note that the 
Air Force conducted extensive debriefings of the 11 crewmembers 
who were returned by the Korean Government. At that time, all 
crewmen but Kiba indicated that Van Voorhies was observed to have 
parachuted during the initial incident and was never seen again. 
Kiba, during his debriefing by U.S. Government officials, 
reported having seen a light haired man several times in July 
1953. Although he could not give a positive identification, he 
thought it was Van Voorhies. The Chinese Government has consist- 
ently stated that Van Voorhies and two other crewmembers perished 
while attempting to parachute. 

Since the end of the Korean Conflict, the gravest threat to 
peace in Northeast Asia has been the North Korean development of 
a heavily-militarized society, maintained in a high state of 
combat readiness. For this reason, North Korea has been under 
the intelligence 'microscope by U.S., South Korean, and Japanese 
intelligence services for nearly 40 years. One must conclude 
that this scrutiny would have turned up evidence of American 
prisoners of war in Notth Korea if they existed. No such 
evidence has emerged. 

Likewise, the Soviet Union has been the central focus of U.S. 
and allied intelligence activities for most of this century, as 
has China for almost 50 years. Similarly, one must conclude that 
this scrutiny would have revealed at least a hint of American 
prisoners of war in the Soviet Union or China if they had been 
taken there. As in the case of North Korea, no such evidence has 
ever surfaced. 

I hope that the above information answers your questions. A 
fact sheet is enclosed giving an overview of negotiations with 
the North Koreans on the issue of unaccounted for Americans. 

Sincerely, 


M. A. Hoherz 
Colonel, U.S. 
Deputy , the Ad 
General 



Enclosure 




OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301-2400 

*’ - October 1987 

Americans Unaccounted for in the Korean War 

INTERNATIONAU 

SCCumrv affairs 

• - The U.S. Government has ongoing efforts to achieve the fullest 

possible account ing ' of Americans missing and unaccounted for while 
serving their country. ’ In the case of Korea, 8,177 Americans are un- 
accounted for, including 389 who were listed as prisoners of war (PCWs). 
Discussions with the North Koreans on the subject of unaccounted for 
personnel are conducted by the United Nations Command Military Armistice 
Comraision (UNCMAC), which provides updated information to the Korean. 
People * s Army/Chinese People's Volunteers Military Armistice Commission 
(KPA/CPV MAC) as it surfaces. The UNCMAC acts on behalf of all 16 
nations, as well as the Republic of Korea, whose men fought and died in 
the defense of freedom in Korea. 


For' the past 34 years, the UNCMAC repeatedly has called upon the 
KPA/CPV to account for the 2,233 unaccounted for UNC personnel, includ— 
ing the 389 Americans, known to have been under enemy control during ' ' ; 
the Korean War. Also, from 1955 to 1957 the U.S. Ambassador to 
Czechoslovakia met in Geneva with Chinese representatives 77 times to 
discuss the accounting of missing Americans. In August 1982, the 
UNCMAC specifically requested., for the first time, the repatriation of 
^any UNC remains buried in North Korea, even though the Armistice Agree^__ 
roents called for each side to return the other's war dead. - ry.yy 


In keeping with the provisions of the Armistice Agreements, the 
UNCMAC has returned the remains of CPV soldiers discovered in the 
Republic of Korea in the years following the war. In May 1987, the ."J 

UNCMAC attempted to return the remains of 25 North Korean soldiers - - . — ; 

-'■-found -in a wartime mass grave, but the KPA. refused .to accept them .^e.ven. 
though the KPA had on previous occasions accepted from the UNCMAC the 
bodies of post-war North Korean civilians who had drowned and washed 
ashore in the South. 


In August 1986, the UNCMAC turned over to the KPA/CPV MAC a thick 
file of material regarding the locations of UNC remains. The detailed 
maos and charts pinpointed the burial sites associated with 13 former. 
POW camps and a POW hospital, identified seven former UNC cemeteries in 
the North and listed 291 crash sites from which lost UNC a i™ eri *ad 
‘been recovered. In a spirit of compromise, the UNCMAC on July 30, 1987 
■ formally offered to field a Multi-National Team comprised of represent 
atives from UNC nations to assist the KPA in searching for UNC remains. 
This humanitarian initiative was rebuffed by the KPA. 


Other than the 4,439 U.S. POWs returned in 1953 and the 1,868 
American remains returned in 1954, there has been little progress, . . 

despite U.S. and UNC efforts, on the part of the other side to resolve 
the cases of Americans still unaccounted for in North Korea. Howeve , 
s the lack -of responsiveness thus far by the KPA on this issue wi no 
blunt t'he determination of the ‘U.S. Government to achieve the £uiia ^- 

and unaccounted for as a resu ^im- 


possible accounting of Americans missing 
of the Korean War. 

<E^JL ... ... . ■ : ,C- 
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March 3, 1990 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

U. S. Total Army Personnel Command 

Alexandria, VA 22331-0482 

POW/MIA Affairs Division 

M.A. Hoherz . Colonel. U.S. Army Deputy, 

the Adjutant General 

RE: SFC L. W. Sowles < RA 20 922 355) 

Dear Colonel Hoherz: 

Thank you for your letter of February 23, 1990 
representing President Bush’s response to my letter to him 
of January 24, 1990. My father, SFC Lewis William Sowles 
was reported MIA November 30, 1950 and on that date I 

believe he was taken prisoner by the North Koreans. This is 
the reason I wrote my letter to President Bush. 

Since you failed to address any of my specific questions 
to President Bush, please allow me to address the specifics 
of your letter. 

In paragraph three of your letter you state that most of 
the 8200 MIA's from Korea were buried in battlefield grave 
sites in North Korea by United States forces. This 
allegation is not consistent with United States government 
records. (Exhibit *A’ ) 

The United States Army by Division Order Number 25; 
October 27, 1955 through January 16, 1956, concluded in 
part : " . . . Avai lable evidence indicates that many of the 
casualties which are carried on the records of the 
Department of Defense as missing in action in south Korea 
were actually captured and transported to North Korea where 
they subsequently died; however, specific information is 
lacking as to the number, identity or circumstances 
surrounding their disappearance.” ’’...Although the 
Communists turned over approximately 4000 United Nations 
deceased personnel, it is now known that not all of the 
United States servicemen actually interred in North Korea 
were returned . " 

In addition, United States Air Force Intelligence, 
through July 1, to December 31, 1957 in its PROJE CT 
AMERICAN . (Exhibit *B’) states in part: ”...a strong 
possibility emerged that a large number of the personnel 
listed as, "MIA" may still be alive and interned in 
Communist prison camps...” 

There are many State Department and CIA documents which 
indicate many American POW’s were abandoned in China and 
Russia. This I shall cover later in greater detail. 

French Intelligence reported in 1951: ”...3000 American 
prisoners were transported that date to Chi An and Si N Chow 
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near North East Manchu Korean Border. Report further states 
1200 lightly wounded Americans were at same time placed in 
3d General Air Dep Hospital at An Tung, Manchu ..."( Exhibit 
*C’ ) 

Moreover, in paragraph four you state: "...there is no 
evidence to suggest that any United States Personnel were 
not released from captivity in Korea." This statement is a 
direct contradiction to years of official statements. For 
example, Information Report SO. 91634, dated July 17, 1952 
states in part: "...Normal POW camps, all of which were in 
North Korea, detained prisoners whom the Communists will 
exchange. Prisoners in the peace and reform camps will not 
be exchanged..." (Exhibit *D) CIA documents report the 
presence of hundreds of U. S. prisoners in the ’Peace and 
Reform* Camps. 

Paragraph five of your letter misstates Mr. Oprica and 
does not mention the government’s failure to follow up other 
live sightings. Mr. Oprica, in part states: "...after this 
incident, (seeing the 50 Caucasians) the colleagues that had 
worked longer in Korea said that they knew about the 
existence of Americans and that this is something normal in 
a Communist country..." Furthermore, you fail to mention Mr. 
Wu Shu-jen, a Chinese who claims to have twice seen POW’s in 
China. (Exhibit *E’) The DIA has over 6000 live sighting 
reports in Indo-China since 1975. 

Your reference, in paragraph six: "...700 American 
POW’s... many of them were black... and these POW’s were 
French Colonials..." is in direct contravention to the 
facts. United States Intelligence Report, Dated: October 
1950 - February 1951 states: "...This camp in early November 
had about 1,000 American prisoners of whom about 700 were 
Negroes." (Exhibit ’F’) 

I n add i t i o n , Foreign Service D ispatch number 1716, 
dated: March 23, 1954, sent by Julian F. Harrington, 

American Consul General, Hong Kong, states in part: "...This 
office has interviewed refugee source who states that he 
observed hundreds of POW ' s in American uniforms being sent 
to Siberia in late 1951 - 2." "...source states that there 
were a great number of Negroes among POW’s..." (Exhibit *G* ) 

Again, original documents on this sighting specifically 
say that POW’s spoke English and wore United States 
uniforms . 

According to CBS/KIRO News, as reported by Mr. Mark 
Sauter, documents also refer to other reports apparently 

still classified which corroborate that these (POW’s) are 

Americans. (Exhibit ’H' ) 

Paragraph Seven of your letter states regarding ex-POW 
Steve Kiba, "...that he could not give a positive 
identification of Van Voorhies. " and "The Chinese government 
has consistently stated that Van Voorhies and the two other 
crew members perished while attempting to parachute..." The 
true facts are, as stated by our American hero, ex-POW Mr. 
Steve E. Kiba: "One of the 15 (U.S. POW’s) whom I saw was a 
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Lt. Paul Van Voorhies. Lt. Van Voorhies was on our B-29 as 
an instructor radar operator. I saw him on or about 8-10 
occasions over 2-3 week period in late July and early 
August of 1953..." "...They (Chinese) also boasted that 
they had captured 13 of us. In my early interrogations the 
Chinese told me that they had captured two of our crew as 
they hit the ground on the night we were shot down, 1-12- 
53." 

Mr. Kiba represents his statements to be true and 
"Would be willing to swear to it." Would you, Colonel 
Hoherz be willing to do same? (Exhibit "I") 

Your microscope of intelligence as stated in your 
letter, paragraph eight and nine is blurred. Intelligence 
blunders, such as the Pueblo, U-2, Wallenburg, Soviet Spy 
Rings and North Korean commando attacks certainly do refute 
the accuracy of the central focus of U.S. and Allied 
Intelligence activities for most of the past half century. 

However, scrutiny, has turned up evidence of POW’s in 
captivity. If in fact your allegations are correct and 
there are no POW’s; then, why in God’s name is it necessary 
to still classify a great number ofdocuments regarding POW’s 
such as Project American? If it is not necessary, then in 
the name of our Country; declassify! 


Sincerely , 




Lewis William Sowles, III 
23715 Woodway Park Road 
Edmonds, WA 98020 
(206) 542-0712 


cc: United States Congress: Mr. John Miller 
United States Senate: Mr. Slade Gorton 
Speaker of the House: Mr. Tom Foley 
Washington Times: Major Garrett 
Seattle Post Intelligencer: Mr. Cris Hanson 
CBS/KIRO NEWS: Mr. Mark Sauter 
Seattle Times: News Desk 
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VETERANS 
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335 cannon aoi. 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20515 
(202) 225-3527 



FOR RRLEASE AFTER 10 AM 

May 14, 1990 Contacts; Jim Holley 

(202) 225-3664 




Kyle Steward 
(202) 225-5031 


NORTH KOREA TO TUR^l OVER REMAINS 
TO CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 

May 27 Repatriation Will Be First in 36 Years 


RepresSS^G ’ V& ^ressUmal delegation led by Mississippi 

Korean Conflict 511106 1954 ***** North Korea re P atriate d remains from the 

i '^ ow eppropnate that, d uring the time America pays tribute to its war dead five 

mre the hope of mmy families who have lived with uncertainty over these many years. 
of add^on^!^ first step will stimulate containing dialogue and expedite the return 
of addittonal remama Hus , humanitarian gesture should help introversions between 
the U.S. and North Korea," Montgomery said. 

^T^e othttmembers of the Congressional delegation are: Rep. Bob Stump, 

“TO *® A- H. 

si "s ■vM’Brsfi 

Command/Militaiy Armistice CommissioiL Hie r emains will be escorted bv 

fo3S ? elegat !2 n to the u ‘ s * Anny Central Identification 

for evaluation in an attempt to establish individual id entificatio n. ^ 
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NORTH KOREA CERTAIN 
REMAINS TO BE TURNED OVER 
ARE AMERICAN 


a *vsh 


WASHINGTON - Officials of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea have 
told Mississip pi Congressman G. V. "Sonny 0 Montgomery they are certain the five sets 
of remains they have agreed to turn over to a U.S. Congressional delegation are 
ntgomery wfll lead the seven-member delegation which will mopftfffj cign 

e e remains in' a May 27 (May 28 in Korea) ceremony at Panmunjom, 
UUItfUBR North and South Korea. 



North Korean Ambassador Ho Jong, in a Friday meeting with Montgomery, said 
the remains will be accompanied by documents which contain information as to where 
and under what drcumstaiices they were discovered The Ambassador also said the five 
enffiTK carrying the remains win contain items -Pciog tags, buttons, knives — which link 
them to the United States. 


"Obviously, we are grateful for this information, 
individual identification," said Montgomery. 


These materials are crucial to 


The five sets of remains from the Korean Conflict will be the first in 36 years to 
be repatriated by North Korea. The U.S. was one of it nations which parriripateft in 
the 1950-1553 war. 
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By JIM ANDERSON 

WASHINGTON (UPI) _ The State Department has expressed its 
appreciation for the North Korean return of the remains of five 
Americans listed as missing in the Korean War, and called it a step in 
one direction of better relations. 

North Korean ambassador to the United Nations, Ho Jong, told United 
Press International that there could be further releases of American 
remains but he could not say how many. 

The State Department also listed Tuesday a series of conditions 
that would have to be fulfilled before there could be further 
improvement in relations, including inspection of North Korean nuclear 
facilities and an end to North Korean support of international 
terrorism. 

State Department spokeswoman Margaret Tutwiler said, "The U.S. 
government appreciates the return of these war remains. As Secretary (of 
State James) Baker said, 'We are looking for a steady, reciprocal 
process toward better relations both between North and South Korea and 
between the United States and North Korea.' The return of these remains 
is a step in that direction." 

The North Korean government handed over the remains at the 
Panmunjom truce line on Monday, a procedure that the United States 
insisted on. Earlier efforts to hand the remains to U.S. veterans' 
groups in North Korea were turned down by the State Department, because 
they would have excluded the United Nations command and the South Korean 
government . 

Tutwiler listed the conditions that the United States insists on 
before there can be further improvement in relations: "North Korean 

willingness to engage in constructive talks with the Republic of Korea, 
satisfactory resolution of the terrorist issue, and North Korea signing 
of a nuclear safeguards agreement with the International Atomic Energy 
Agency . " 

Ambassador Ho said, "We have heard those conditions before." He 
had no response to the U.S. conditions. 

State Department officials said the United States has made those 
conditions clear in nine meetings held in Beijing between the political 
counsellers of the U.S. and North Korean embassies in China. There are 
no diplomatic relations between Washington and Pyongyang. 

North Korea was listed by the State Department in April as one of 
those countries that supports international terrorism, even though the 
United States believes that North Korea was not responsible for any act 
of terrorism in 1989 or 1990. 

The State Department blames North Korea for the November 1987 
destruction of a South Korean airliner over Burma and the 1983 terrorist 
attack against South Korean officials in Burma in 1983. 

U.S. officials also believe that a nuclear installation near 
Pyongyang is meant to produce weapons-grade nuclear fuel, one step on 
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^th^road to producing an atomic bomb. 

The return of the five sets of MIA remains raises new questions 
about the nearly 4,000 Americans still listed as missing in action, 35 
years after the end of hostilities in Korea. 

In a speech soon after the end of the war, Gen. Mark Clark, a U.S. 
commander, said that "thousands" of Americans were left behind, but 
the State Department has said that it has seen no credible information 
about American POWs who were not returned. 

There have been persistent reports of middle-aged Caucasian 
prisoners being spotted in North Korea by foreign technicians. A series 
of recently declassified cables show that State Department officials 
passed on information that Caucasian prisoners were spotted by foreign 
diplomats. Some of the prisoners were reported in the cables to be on 
their way to the Soviet Union. 

Senior U.S. officials said that the question of the missing 
Americans, while not the kind of issue that would be raised at the 
Washington U.S. -Soviet summit, has been raised at the working level with 
the Soviets. 
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FREEDOM ROW Joseph F. Szalaklewfcz srried as he 
was freed Axing ‘Operation Bg Switch’ in August 1953. 


Eyewitness accounts 
dispute official denials 

By Laurence JoUdoo 
USA TODAY 

Soon after the Korean War began, the U.S. knew 
POWs were being held in camps in China Reports told 
of POWs being transshipped to the Soviet Union. 

The Soviets, who aided North Korea with pilots, advis- 
ers, heavy weapons and ammunition, have always de- 
nied having VS. POWs The Chinese said the Korean 
Whr POWs they released In the 1930b were ail they had. 

Evidence to the contrary: 

► A defect* from mainland China, Wu Shu-Jen, in 
1973 told a congressional bearing that in 1960 he saw 
U.S. POWs working in a factory in Qingdao, on the Chi- 
nese coast across the Yellow Sea from Korea. 

► Former Air Force creteaaa Steve Kiba, captured 
when his B-24 crashed behind enemy lines in 1953, says 
in his Chinese POW camp he saw more than 13 Cauca- 
sian prisoners, including a flier the United States now 
says was killed when his plane crashed. 

► A declassified Army asms dated April 19, 19H 
said a “plan has been formed by use of clandestine sys- 
tems to obtain recovery of one or more such persons 
(MlAs in Korea or China) to establish the case beyond 
doubt that such persons are being held.” 

► Several kindred POWs were seen in 1951 and 
1932 at the China-Soviet border, says former US. Air 
Force LL CoL 0. Delk Simpson. A Greek refugee and a 
Rusian friend of his raid the men, many of them blacks, 
spoke English, wore U.S. military uniforms and were be- 
ing transferred from Chinese trains to Soviet trains. 

► Declassified U.S. military doceeieets dated Nov. 
23,1953— 12 weeks after the two sides supposedly trad- 
ed all POWs an Aug, 23 — say three South Korean sol- 
diers who escaped from North Korea across the 38th 
Parallel reported that the North Koreans and Chinese 
still held many US. POWs. The United Nations' Neutral 
Nations Commission refused to investigate. 

► A former Army latelllgesce officer Mel GUe, who 
for a year led secret reconnaissance teams behind 
North Korean lines, says in January 1932 one Korean 
agent reported that 63 U A POWs were to be shipped by 
truck and train from Pyongyang the North Korean capi- 
tal, to Chita, in the Soviet Union. Gile personally notified 
the U.S. Army command in SeouL He says the command 
canceled air strikes on the railway he reported would be 
carrying the Gls. GUe heard of similar shipments f r om 
other reconnaissance iw»m< 

► O.S. Army letelllgeace reported on Jan. 2, 1952, 
that more than 500 U5j. prisoners were in a camp at 
Tung Kuan Ying, 10 miles east of Mukden, “to be given 
short-term training pending transfer to Soviet Union on 
order of central authorities." The same report said 494 
UU. POWs bad been observed inside China since De- 
cember 1931. Mast were d ghtnri in the area of Hankow 
"for subsequent transfer northeast to await exchange." 

► Declassified CIA docnmeots from July 1951 re- 
port 78 Ui POWs being held under tight security in 
Shanghai Name s of 10 of the POWs, and the U.S. Army 
units they were a tt ached to when captured, were found 
on a scrap of paper retrieved from the POW camp. The 
Chinese have never acknowledged holding any U.S. 
POWs Id or near .Shang hai 

► French military letelllgeece reported on Dec 9, 
1950 — less than six months after the start of the war — 
that 3,000 U-S. POWs had been transported to Chi-an and 
Sin Ni Chow near the China- Korea border and that 
"1,200 lightly wounded Americans" were in the 3rd Gen- 
eral Air Defense Hospital at An-tung Manchu, China 
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SHARPVISION. 

A VIDEO PROJECTION 
SYSTEM THAT FITS ANY 
SIZE ROOM. 

AND IT DISAPPEARS 
WHEN IT’S NOT IN USE. 

Now, anyone with a studio 
apartment to a country estate can 
experience the excitement of a home 
theatre. Because now there’s 
SharpVtsion, a revolutionary Video 
projection system. 

The brilliant crystal-clear 
SharpVision picture adjusts from 20 to 
100 inches with the simple turn of a 
zoom lens. 



So there’ll be nothing between you 
and ufKlose sports action. You’ll feel 
like you're part of the movies you watch. 
And you’ll see TV shows and home 
videos as you’ve never seen them before. 


A CLEAR PICTURE FROM 
ANY ANGLE 

With SharpVision, there’s no need 
to drag your favorite chair in front of the 
screen. Because unlike other TV 
projection systems, the SharpVision 
picture is as bright and dear when 
viewed from an angle as it is head-on. 
There isn’t a bad seat in the house 

NO BULKY FURNITURE 

SharpVision is designed to be part 
of your life, not part of your room. 

There’s no gigantic console to 
contend with. 

SharpVision’s advanced LCD 
circuitry fits into a projector so compact 
you can store it out of sight when not 
in use 

EASY TO MOVE-EVEN 
OUTDOORS. 

And the SharpVision projector isn’t 
just small, it’s lightweight So it can go 
places no big-screen TV has ever gone 
before. 

Carry it up to the bedroom or out 
to the patia The choices are unlimited. 
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THE ULTIMATE HOME THEAT1 

SHARPflSIO 
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KOREA: 40 YEARS AFTER 


POW mystery is a painful legacy 


Decades after end 
of war, families 
still wonder about 
fate of loved ones 


By Laurence JoUdoo 
USA TODAY 

Forty yean after the start of the Korean 
War on June 23, 1930, the fate of thousands of 
US. POWs/MlAs - 8,177 by official count - 
is still unknown. Their families and friends 
live in a limbo of grief and hope. 

An examination of U.S. documents and In- 
terviews with Korean War veterans indicate 
hundreds or even thousands of POWs/ MIAs 
were never returned after being shipped to 
hospitals, military posts and labor camps in 
China and Siberia. 

China, which sent several divisions to fight 
alongside the North Koreans and captured 
thousands of United Nations troops, suppos- 
edly released the last of its Korean War mili- 
tary prisoners — US. and Canad ian air 
crews — in 1953. 

North Korea has always insisted that all 
live U.N. POWs from the 36-montb-long war 
— except for 22 so-called “turncoats" who 
chose to remain behind — were returned in 
the 1933 POW exchange. 

But only one of North Korea's POW 
camps, most along the Yalu River on the 
Manchurian border, was opened to Interna- 
tiona! Red Cross inspection. 

The hard-core communist regime In North 
Korea gave five sets of remains that may be 


vaiu River camps i those in ‘Forgotten War’ 




The survivors and buddies of thousands of Korean War MIAs 
think of them as the forgotten casualties of “The Forgotten War." 
But some have never given up. 

Robert Dumas, of Canterbury, Conn., vowed to his dying mother 
he would never quit searching for his brother, Roger. "I think my 
brother is still alive," declares Dumas, who also fought in Korea 
“Hundreds of other POWs could also be alive. There’s too much 
evidence to ignore.” 

Dumas’ 1982 federal suit forced the Pentagon to reclassify Rog- 
er from MIA to POW. The government's presumption of death 
stands. Yet Dumas tracked down ex-POWs who saw Roger in good 
health as the North Koreans released 4,439 US. POWs In “Opera- 
tion Big Switch” In August 1953. Bobby Caruth, of Redding, Calif, 
says, “We were lined up signing some papers. The Chinese guards 
came over and took him out of line I asked him, 'Where you going, 
Roger?* He shook his head he didn’t know. That was the last I saw 



1 “cnu iic uiun i mow. i nai was me laa i saw Bv Yun jaWwono ap 

ROBCRTDUMA^I think of him." Caruth came home Roger Dumas never has. REMAINS RETURNED: U.N. troops carry re- 

my brother is son awe. Laurence JoUdoa mains thought to be those of soldiers kiUeadur- 

___ Ing the Korean War on Memorial Day, 1990. 

S' ™ J» Slbwja. _ Rita Van Wees of New York believes she North Korea's first TV factory, he saw about 

r r^. dear - » w ^Wlphoto,lnal934Li/emaga2lne.of 30 Westerners working tnTfield near Pyong- 
^WhThS y mfl ? er ^ t 5* ped l, , ber jy W 800 h*"* marched torough SeouL yang, the capital Fellow RomanlareTwho 

Kor “ The U^ government s pu b li c demands for “We’ve never stopped trying to get the gov- had been there longer told him they were 

returned the last remains in 1934. an accounting of all POWs and MIAs — esoe- ernment to do somethina. Thev never men- n c fmm L, 


nren W^ES iwl V ma T ^ < 5 ppe ‘L , he TP° w 800 marched through SeouL yang, the capital Fellow Romanians X 

Kor “ The U^ government s pu b li c demands for “We’ve never stopped trying to get the gov- had been there longer told him they were 

retumed the last remains in 1934. an accounting of all POWs and MIAs — espe- ernment to do something. They never men- U.S. POWs from the Korean War ‘‘som©- 

out by repatriated POWS don anything about KoSa. Wd think no thing 

, J> t ore ^ 81)1 backing up reports of and named or seen in the enemy's own pro- one is missing except from Vietnam." Despite the passing of decades, the Ameri- 


in Norm Korea. But backing up reports of and named or seen in the enemy's own pro- 

POWs in Siberia are declassified documents paganda broadcasts, photos and films - Ho Jong, head of North Korea’s mistion to can Red Cr^h^eScepted (tafirt~Korean 

and public ^twnents cmflrming that US. eventually fell silent the United Nations, emphatically denies that War MIA case. A “traceri^ Army Sgt Lew- 

*7?y s SU i^ 1 ve< l^| 0 The Pentoffm and State Department say any US. POWs remain alive today. But re- is Sowtes, captured in 1OTI bS^^er^ 
the mid-1950s, when the U.S. waged a futile there is no evidence that U.S. POWs were ports of POW trains headed for Siberia, let- turned, has gone to toe International Rad 
campaign to make China and North Korea still alive in communist hands after the Kora- tore families received from sons or husbands Cros in Geneva Switzerland 
account ror them. an armistice All are “presumed dead.” after they were captured - and even an un- His son Bill Sowles of Edmonds. Wbsh_ 

Some evidence, hidden a wav for vmn in But n c wnonh »Hmi ra i. an A i»a ™ eamonas, wasa. 


account for them. an armistice All are “presumed dead.” after they were captured — and even an ui 

Some evidence, hidden away for years in But US. generals, admirals and diplomats confirmed 1979 sighting of Westerners 1 
clarified volumes, was convincing enough spoke openly and angrily of such evidence In North Korea by a Romanian engineer - 
tor toe US. government to ask toe Soviets, in the months following the armistice. help sustain the hopes of some survivors. 


tort U.S. pnerals, admirals and diplomats ran firmed 1979 sighting of Westerners in who saw his father In a Chinese propaganda 


May 1934, to explain reports that hundreds of Loved ones at home, after years of trying 

men in US. military garb were being to get answers, feel betrayed. 


North Korea by a Romanian engineer — film and believes he may be among those 
help sustain the hopes of some survivors. shipped to China or Siberia, gave the agency 
Serban Oprica, now a UjS. resident, says in a list of possible contacts, including toe Ro- 
October 1979, while he was helping build mdnians who were with Oprica. 



A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH 
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